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I  shmael 
Titus 


W  Water¬ 
man 

Parsons 


An  imp os 
ter  in  a 
Montreal 
lady 


Bass- 

viol 


Friday  July  20th.  Mowed  in  the  A  M.P  M  pull'd 
flax.  Ishmael  Titus,a  man  of  color,took  dinner 
here  today-lives  in  Wilmington  complain* d  much 
of  its  Toeing  a  hard  country  to  live  in.  He  bought 
some  grain  of  Neighbor  Brown-  and  asked  him  or  his 
people  for  refreshment  for  himself  and  horse-but 
none  could  he  have. 

Nathaniel  R  Lockes  was  taken  ill  this  morning- 
and  lost  his  day. 

Rainy  about  the  middle  of  the  day* 

Saturday,  July  21st.  Very  foggy  in  the  A  M- 
pulled  flax-that  part  of  the  day  till  the  sun  came 
out-then  went  to  making  hay-got  that  secured-more 
flax  pulled  before  the  day  wnded.  Mr  Walter  Waterman 
is  here-unwell-  he  assisted  some  at  stftring  and 
raking  hay.  A  fine  P  M  but  warm. 

Mr  Parsons  had  one  of  my  horses  and  waggon  to 
go  to  Hoosack  on  a  visit-  with  his  lady  &  sister 
Waterman. 

I  was  in  town  this  morning  where  I  was 
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that  the  lady  who  had  had  so  much  stolen  from  her- 
proved  to  be  an  impo ste»-she  is  in  fact  a  thief  her 
self-for  by  pretending  to  have  lost  so  much-she 
obtained  a  great  many  charitable  favors.  During  the 
whole  time  of  her  stay  in  this  place, she  was  never 
known  once  to  be  cross'd  in  her  story  concering  her 
loss.  Vide  Vol  3d, page  36-llth  June, 1810.  She  left 
town,  on  the 

Sunday, July  22d.  As  is  too  often  the  case-  I 
was  the  only  person  from  this  family  that  attended 
divine  service. 

Cloudy-rainy  in  the  afterpaot  of  the  day-wind 
South. 

A  bass-viol  was  introduced  into  the  gallery 
today.  On  that  account  Mrs  Hawks  immediately  left 
the  house  which  was  in  the  morning  and  did  not  make 
her  appearance  in  Church  again  during  the  time  of 
service. . 

Monday .July  23d.  Rained  in  the  A  M-a  cart-lad 
der  made.  P  M  mow'd-  Locke-  not  here  in  the  A  M 
Reapt  barley  at  the  close  of  the  day-didn't  quite 
finish  the  piece-  being  driven  of  by  rain. 
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Tuesday .July  24th.  Besides  mowing-  we  took  down 
some  Rye  and  finish'd  pulling  flax- 

This  day  succeeded  a  very  rainy  night-cloudy  all 
the  A  M  -pleasant-  P  M-rained  some  about  the  middle 
of  the  day.  Have  had  hay  out  in  cock  through  all  the 
rain  that  has  fallen  since  Saturday. 


# 


Birthday 
of  my  fatft 

-er 


Peddlers 


Peddlers 


Wednesday  July  25th, -Unfortunate  in  the  way  of 
making  hay-had  a  couple  of  tons  or  more  cured  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  go  into  the  barn-which  we  were  oblig’d 
to  cock-mostly  after  it  rain’d  smartly. 

Had  otherhay  And  barley  to  get  in, or  this  would 
have  been  saved  from  a  wetting.  I  watched  the  clouds 
pretty  closely  all  the  A  M-notwithstanding-it  rain’d 
rather  sooner  than  I  exped/ted-  got  pretty  wet-rollixg 
up  hay-as  well  as  the  boys. Rain’d  half  the  P  M. 
Finished  the  day  with  mowing.  Miss  Polly  Thompson 
here  on  a  visit. 

My  father  this  day  enters  his  76th  year.  Ruth 
Harwood,his  eldest  grand-child  was 
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twenty  four  years  old  on  the  23d  instant. 

Thursday  July  26th,-  No  rain  of  any  conse¬ 
quence  to  prevent  the  hay’s  drying-  business  went 
pretty  well.  My  father  raked  hay  some- and  raked 
after  cart-made  himself  quite  fatigued. 

All  I  can  3ay  of  the  weather  is  that  it  is 
M dog- day -weather. -” 

Friday, July  27th,  Matters  went  smoothly,  Ira 
and  Hiram  turned  off  part  of  a  load  of  hay  which, 
they  soon  put  on  again.  At  noon  father  entertain’d 
us  at  table  with  his  morning  adventures-had  been  up 
to  the  Street-pasture-and  there  plucked  up  500  roots 
of  Canada- thistles-saw  Capt  Norton’s  sheep  which  had 
broken  out  of  that  part  of  the  pasture  enclosed  by 
his  f'ence-into  the  woodg-pasture  where  our  young 
cattle  run- turned  them  back  again  and  stopt  the 
breach-coming  down  the  mountain-he  remark’d  how 
carefully  his  mare  set  her  feet  among  the  rocks- 
thought  Capt  Norton’s  were  verjr  fat  and  much  expos’d 
to  wolves  and  dogs-  visited  the  wheat  which  he  said 
would  be  worst  to 
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harvest  that  we  had  had  for  many  years-  got  a  mess 
of  turnips  (sown  in  the  spring  on  ground  where  the 
wheat  was  killed)  and  came  home. 

Two  gentlemen  with  a  one  horse-waggon  put  up 
here  this  evening-  peddlars  I  suppose. 

Cloudy  at  night-wind  Sth-  look’d  likely  for 
rain.  About  middling  as  to  heat. 

Saturday , July  28th-  Being  lowery-harves ted  rye- 
• Fearing  a  long  rain-  got  in  two  loads  of  hay  which 
was  cut  down; yesterday. 

Our  .Connecticut-peddlera  left  us  this  morning. 
Seem’d  to  deal  principally  in  medicine.  Jockies-  I 
conclude-all  jockies  come  from  pious  Connecticut. 

Hiram  and  Nathaniel  wanted  my  consent  for  them 
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Methodists 


M  Robin 
s  on  ,3d 


Rum  & 
training 
experi  - 
meats 


Observa¬ 
tions  on  the 
weather 


*  The  whole 
month  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  - 

thi 9  gen-- 
tenee 


to  go  whirtleberrying-this  morning  but  they  did 
not  obtain  it-  I  thought  necessity  called  them 
another  way.  had  a  good  day  for  harvesting  a3  could 
be  wished  for.- 

Sunday, July  25th.  I  went  to  the  same  place 
of  worship  to  which  I  commonly  go, but  Ira  and  Hiram- 
neighbor  Parsons  and  others  attended  a  prayer-meet¬ 
ing  of  the  methodists-held  in  Mr  Seth  Palmer's  or¬ 
chard. 

Muggy  weather-rain  expected-  wind  S.th 
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Mr  Moses  Robinson- the  3d  joined  the  Congregational 
Church  this  day.  On  this  occasion  Mr  Marsh  deliver'd 
a  lengthy  address  to  the  youth. 

Monday, July  30th.  Principally  engaged  at  har¬ 
vest  ing-rye-  which  we  nearly  accomplished.  A  small 
piece  of  mowing  was  done  by  Locke  and  Hiram  in  the 

P  M. 

As  poor  a  hay-day  as  we  commonly  meet  with- 
wind  high  in  the  south-  very  cloudy  in  the  A  M-  P  M 
hot  and  showery-with  thunder. 

Tuesday, July  31st.  Didn  not  feel  very  anxious 
about  mowing-  rode  to  town  and  bought  6  l/2  gallons 
of  rum  of  Patchin-  at  5/6  pr  gallon#  Bought  training 
accoutrements  of  Mr  Hicks  for  Hiram.  Hot  long  absent- 
soon  return'd  to  my  business-  got  down  a  considerable 
piece  of  grass-which  we  hardly  permitted  to  wilt 
before  it  was  raked  together .Having  put  my  hay  in  a 
condition  to  recieve  the  impending  shower-all  hands 
of  us  went  to  assist  Mr  Parsons  in  getting  up  his  tuy 
in  like  manner.  Fortune  favor'd  so  much  that  we  put 
the  greatest  part  of  it  in  a  better 
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situation  in  time  of  rain, than  if  it  lay  loosely 
on  the  ground.  Mr  Parsons  takes  mowing  this  year  of 
neighbor  Brown, in  his  Swift-meadow. For  mowing  and 
raking  the  hay  he  recieves  one  third. 

Wind  S-  muggy-  much  thunder  P  M.In  towns  around 
us  it  rain'd  a  good  while  before  it  did  here, but 
about  two  hours  before  sundown  we  had  our  part  of  a 
heavy?/ shower#  We  farmer'3  call  this  bad  hay  weather, 
we  are  all  apt  to  esteem  anything  bad  that  does  not 
at  first  view,appeir  to  be  for  our  interest. 

2)  must  give  a  short  account  of  the  weather 
during  the  present  month# 

The  first  week  in  the  month-rath er  cool.  At  no 
time  within  this  period  *  has  it  been  extremely 
warm  as  it  is  sometimes  known  to  be  at  this  season. 

To  be  pleasant  or  to  get  along  our  business  with 
dispatch-it  has  been  too  wet-and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  it  has  occasion'd  wheat  to  be  lighter  than  if  it 


C  J 


Ai. 


J.  .  ;>  *  i 

.»  ^  .k  *  *# 

' a$>  -U‘i  ••  *■  * 


-  ■  ■  1  '  ' 

j ..,/c  rU  I  ~  i  ^  f  ca 


. 

1 


j  ■ 1 1  < 


-  fit 

. 


Xr  c>n  ^  a  3  t 

■  -  ■»  x  ■  •  r  *-  ’  .  1  ■  'v- 


7’  .  V  1  w 


.  r  M  - 


-.  .  •»  I  •*£.'( 


«  *-  1  ’  if  <•  1  '  •  ’  ff  c  *' 

•  -  ■  ■  '  ■ 


-■*  ^  •  - 
r  i  *  V  ' 


i  rc  tf  'i.i  t 


. 


-  *  ."t  5  7  7? 


m 


:  f 


TTT, 


r  7.  OJ  ’ 

1  -  r  t  f  <'  r  ’  " 


•  {'er»r-'!  ‘ 

r  ■  f 


1  _ 

0  ,  ■  :  I 

.  r  *•  ,  *  '  r  *"  r  ^  c  ’  ' f  ’  ‘  ‘  v  • r' 


~,f  f*x 


.  - 


t 


.  ’  V  — 


^  t 


_r  S  -  ’  '  ' 

;Vi.  a  -a  ..x  2  pi  y  p-  * 


;  ,  ..r  J-  rt 


r/‘  i  i  -y*  ' 

-  :.V  -Jtij  c;  *  ■  •<  '  ' 

,1 


r»f  t 


I: 


:  .  '  !  v  f-  •  V-C'Y  Sf-  i  ’i  P  P-  •> 

-  ,  ;•  j  ,  (.d  -  F  l  .  t  -1  -}  c*»  O 


r  . 


-  -  x 


n  iii  i 


*• 


it  9 


-  ■  ,  ; 

-  vff") 


jf  <  » 

■  -x 


..  • 


’  —  4*  '  •  C  :  r 

,■■  f  ’  }  \  •••  '  C  ' 


JiC*  0  7 

•  -  ‘  tt  c*  1  '  1  ■'  '  i 

-  "  ,,  .  i  -:S  ■■■  '  ■  ' 

}  r-  o  r  ..  •-  »•  .  «>  '  •'  p  5  <  *  ’  °  ‘  ■-  tr  ‘  r 

l  r  lH  •  *-  .  r  .  . 

i  *  1  '■  tr  i  1  i  • '  +  f 


sr.c  X  ^  : 

•f  fi  5  :  C  j  .  - 1 1  K 

•j  *’•  ^  if  ^  ifo  *•-■■.  c 


'Tc.rt'''  ■  •  f  X  1 


•}  Prc-  ^  "■  *a  . 


1  *-V  <■*  '** 


:  r  i 


V  T,~T. 


Pf  '  ;•  j3  ^  1  ■*'  T 

Uff 

rv  f  *  f{T  *' 

•  •  o'  f  1 1  e '  . 


JVC! 


>''• 


r  •  C  •  r  '  + 

r* j't n r  •  f* 

JV  . 

.  *  '  • 

r  •  r  •  » 

•  ry  f 

, 

«.  <■ 

*f  ^  rf 

i  T  ,  ,f  ’  '•  ‘  • 

ff  fv  (  rffl 

f  .  f  >  •  d 

u  i  f  ' 

r-  ■ 

r 

f  -i  n  «  •  ■  C 

A 

»  t  X  r  ^ 

r  I  ^ 

F  r>/fX  t'r  ’ 

•  1  ’ 

o  r .  + 

rj  «>  "  i  :  v  C  *T 

Jtv'f  r  * 

•  r  ;  <  >1”  ’io‘> ). 

, 

A  '  * 

— 

'  -.•■  n ; 

•.  X 

•  r 


rr  «c  :  r  f  f  • 


,  -  *  *fr-»  '• 


.-r  ,1  .i  r.;  *"• 


A  ;c 

• .  ' ;  't  U  ‘J 

p  -j  A’  •  9f(T 


•'.  *  r 


.  X  jg>  oi  tc 

- 


4  <  ;  r- 

\  ' 


/S  •  • 


Harvest 
ing  wheat 


had  been  a  more  dry  season.  Corn  flourished. 

Great  crops  of  it  are  expected  in  all  parts  of  the 
country-  this  year.  But  little  thunder  since  the 
beginning  of  July* 
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Wednesday  Jfcly- -August  1st.  Begin  harvesting  wheat- 
which  I  found  must  be  pursued  in  earnest.  Mr  par¬ 
sons  called  on  me  at  noon  for  assistance-turned 
him  out  young  Locke-who  was  not  absent  more  than  2 
hours-  and  return’d  to  my  field  with  Mr  Andrew  Par¬ 
sons. That  gentleman  perhaps  did  as  much  for  me-  as 
Locke  had  done  for  his  brother. 

Mr  Elisha  Waters  work’d  in  the  field  about  half 
the  P  M. 

Nearly  such  weather  as  we  had  yesterday , less 
rain  here, but  more  thunder.  It  became  so  rainy  in 
the  P  M  that  it  signified  nothing  to  attempt  carry¬ 
ing  on  business  in  the  field. 

Friday, Aug’ t  2d.  Affairs  were  conducted  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner, tho*  the  weather  W3s  cloucfy 
and  near  the  close  of  the  day  it  became  a  little 
rainy.  Wind  N  W  -  prospect  of  having  good  weather. 

My  field  was  graced  with  the  presence  of  the 
following  gentlemen- viz-  Mr  Nathan  Me lien, Mr  Loan 
Dewey,  Mr  Isaac  Judd, 
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Mr  Jedediah  Palmer .and  Mr  Elisha  Waters.  To  appear 
merry  and  lively  when  they  went  to  the  field  in  the 
P  M,they  march’d  to  the  music  of  Hiram’s  flute* 

Locke  was  again  call’d  away  and  kept  by  Mr 
Parsons- all  the  P  M  • 

Master  Henry  Mellennwas  one  of  my  reapers. 

Friday , Aug’ t  3d  Differs  very  little  from  the  2d 
except  in  being  better  weather-wind  being  N  W,  Mr 
Judd  was  not  of  my  party  today, but  every  other  gen¬ 
tle  mentioned  yesterday  wa3  on  the  ground  this  day. 
Now  and  then  a  funny  anecdote  kept  up  the  spitits  of 
the  company-  for  which  they  were  chiefly  indebted  to 
Mr  Dewey  and  Mr  Mellen.  I  enjoyed  myself  the  less 
on  account  of  being  rather  indispos’d. 

Thursday  instead  of  Friday-read  for  the  2d* 

Saturday, Aug  4th.  Good  luck  would  have  it  that 
I  should  finish  harvesting  my  winter-wheat. 

On  this  occasion  we  thought  fit  to  demonstrate 
.our  joy  by  giving  three  air-ren  ingd  cheers.  We  pro- 
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ceeded  to  the  house  in  regular  orderficonducted  by 
marshal  Dewey-  with  colors  flying  and  flute  playing 
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on  the  highest  key.  Having  arrived  at  the  house, a  bowl  of 
milk  punch  was  drank  and  a  good  supper  provided  of  which 
every  man  partook  and  was  satisfied. 

Mr  Mellen  came  with  his  cradle -ofi  account  of  his  Inge 
hay  he  left  me  before  night.  His  3on  did  not  coipe  at  all 
Mr  Montague  was  in  rny  service  all  day-  his  son  Erastus- 
from  morning  till  noon*? 

I  had  some  hay  out  and  it  lokked  likely  to  rain-  so 
I  sent  off  two  hands  to  get  it  in.  I  spent  some  time  in 
the  morning-opening  the  heaps-  take  it  together-the  hay 
put  our  bsuines3  back  in  the  field  a  good  deal -however 
without  much  straining  we  finish* d  off  there  in  pretty 
good  season. 

A  freavy  damp  wind  from  the  S-  Cloudy. 

Miss  Achsah  Doty  came  to  our  house  on  business  or  a 
visit  or  both. 

Messrs  Dewey, Waters  &  Palmer  have  work* d  three  days 
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Mr  Waters  a  little  more  than  that.  See  Aug  1st. 


Sunday, Aug  5  th.  Very  rainy-  did  not  attend  church. 
Mr  Ezra  Doty  arriv’d  here  from  Rush  p.A. 

Monday  Aug  6th.  Returned  to  the  business  which  we 
left  on  the  31st  of  July. Hiram  &  Nathaniel'  dull* d  their 
scythes  often.  Ira  .an  hour  or  2  before  night  gave  out- 
sick. 

Good  weather  as  a  farmer  need  have,  which  enabled 
us  to  dry  and  rake  together  a  fine  bunch  of  hay.  Wind  N  W 
Cold  morning. 

Tuesday,Aug  7th. Affairs  went  tolerably  smooth, Had 
some  trouble  with  my  oxen  in  backing  them  out  of  the  barn- 
Was  rather  more  displeased  with  them  than  I  wished  to  be. 
Ira  did  a  pretty  good  day*  s  work-  but  wa3  not  very  well, 
cradled  a  small  piece  of  spring  whlaat.  The  flax  was 
brought  from  the  field  to  the  barn. -near  which  it  is  to 
be  stacked. 

Wednesday , Aug  8th.  We  got  up  our  spring  wheat- 
only  l/4th  of  an  acre-and  the  last  load  of  hay  for  this 
season. from  the  north  meadow.  The  oxen  broke  their  yoke 
draw 
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ing  that  load.  It  was  not  made  right.  See  who  made  it- 
Vol  3d  p  230.  Mark'd  E.  Taylor.  The  accident  prov'd  not 
very  injurious  because  we  had  another  yoke. 

Ira  did'nt  do  a  great  deal  in  the  A  M.  P  M  pitch’d 
hay  like  a  3tout  fellow  tho*  not  very  well,  Father 
assisted  at  mowing  banks- and  raking  after  cart. 

A  warm  day, wind  S. 


Tuesday  Aug, 9th. 
nineteen  years  of  age. 

Some  of  the  grass 
some  of  it  is jxretty jo 


My  daughter , Lydia  is  this  day 


mow’d  today  is  extremely  large- 

oor^he  latter  .  wo  .  Vl 
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Hiram 

This  moving 


Sum  recieved 
from  Capt 
Norton  for  a 
mare  sold 
to  him 


Mr  S  Brown 


Ira  sick 


it  rain'd* to  rake  &  roll  up,  but  the  other  I  fear 
will  take  a:  w&sh# because  it  has  rain'd  the  princi- 
part  of  the  P  M*  We  got  2  light  loads  from  the  field 
which  joins  parson's  tan-works-  Father  was  quite 
engaged  about  it  too.  because  he  thought  it  would 
rain. 

Friday ,10th  of  Aug-Rained  very  much  in  the  night  and 
the  forepart  of  this  day. 
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of  course  business  was  dullilra  unwell-  Mow'd  in 
the  P  M-  Nathaniel  &  Hiram  considerably  worried- 
Hiram  is  miserably  awkard  at  that  business-  I  get 
out  of  patience  with  him-and  he  with  himself*  A 
poor  recommendation  for  a  young  mam  of  22—  Had  he 
the  spirits  of  others  at  that  age. he  would  soon 
overcome  a  difficulty  of  this  kind..  I  have  a  hope 
for  him, but,  I  must  confess,. it  rests  on  a  sandy 
f oundation. 

Made  a  rough  cast  on  the  sum  received  of  Capt 
Norton  for  a  mare  I  sold  him  in  June  last  .which 
amounts  to  thirty  six  dollars  and  sixty  nine  cents- 
15  D's  in  cash  and  the  other  in  merchandise.  See  Yol 
3d  p  32  2d  June, 1810 

I  find  myself  once  more  under  the  necessity  of 
complaining  of  a  neighbor, whose  conduct  I  have  pa¬ 
tiently  borne  with, a  long  time.  Mr  Samuel  Brown  is 
the  gentleman  to  whom  I  allude.  He  has  suffered 
his  geese  to  destroy  a  considerable  quantity  of  oats^ 
which  grew 
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grow  (an)  in  a  field  adjoining  his  farm-  after  he 
had  had  information  of  the  fact  from  me,I  went  in 
person  this  morning  and  told  (o)  him  of  it  aice  more. 
He  said  he  would  immediately  take  care  of  them. 
Seepage  29, of  Vol  3d  May  25th. 

Saturday, Aug  11th.  Poor  hay-weather.  Mow'd  very 
little-  Ira  unwell-  Nathaniel  gave  up  the  ghost. 
Rain'd  most  of  the  forenoon.  Raked  together?- the  thick 
hay  mention'd  yesterday-aye-  the  day  before. 

A  rugged  old  lady  of  fifty  and  upwards  came  to 
our  house, asking  alms.  Her  horse  was  put  out  to  pas- 
ture-and  a  dinner  given  her.  While  at  table,  Mr  Doty 
put  a  few  hard  questions  to  her,  to  which  she  made 
faint  answers-  but  kept  her  temper  remarkable  well. 

She  stated  that  she  lives  or  resides  in  the  tdwm 
of  Brunswick, formerly  a 
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Achsah  & 
Almira  Doty 


Mr  D  Kotin 
son  Jun’  r 


a  part  of  Petersburgh, , N.Y. -  about  6  miles  E  of 
Troy-  Her  husband  a  tenant  of  Van  Kanselaer ,who 
had  his  house  burnt  on  the  16th  of  April, and  with 
it  all  his  effects-  That  she  had  no  credentials  to 
show-at  present, -but  had  had  a  written  statement 
of  her  case-  signed  by  some  principal  men  in  the 
town-among  others  a  "Squire* s” , which  she  carried 
to  the  patron  in  Albany, who  gave  in  the  rent  of  the 
farm-  and  didn’t  know  but  what  he  would  do  more-  She 
had  not  spent  much  time  in  this  way-was  advis’d  to 
it  by  her  f riends-asked  assistance  of  but  few-and  tho® 
of  the  ablest  kind-was  now  on  her  way  from  Williams- 
town  to  her  daughter's  in  Shaftsbury.lt  was  remarked 
that  when  she  first  came  into  the  house-she  appeared 
to  be  quite  lame, but  going  away -walked  off  as  strong 
as  any  able-bodied  person,-  one  part  of  her  story  was 
of  her  having  broken  some  of  her  bones-'  or  cracked 
her  ancle  bone-  or  something 
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of  that  kind*  She  said  she  had  five  children  living 
at  home.  The  oldest  of  her  children  she  was  now  going 
to  see, who  is  30  years  of  age.  I  haven’t  time  to  give 
any  more  particulars-  We  gave  her  a  little  wool,. and 
sent  her  on  to  Mrs  Hinman* s .  No  one  of  us  thought  to 
ask  her  name,  she  lives  about  5  miles  S  of  the  road 
leading  to  Trojr. 

Mjr  oxen  broke  into  the  wheat  field  today ,but 
didn’t  do  much  damage-they  would  have  had  fun  enough 
had  they  not  been  immediately  discover'd  and  driven 
out.  v'  I  and  my  son  were  out, doing  up  the  stacks 
which  they  had  torn  down, in  a  very  soaking  shower. 

P  M  cloudy-but  not  rainy..  Very  warm-  rather  muggy. 

Mr  Doty’s  two  eldest  daughters  As<rhsah  and  Al¬ 
mira  arrived  here  this  evening  to  visit  their  father. 

Rain’d  and  thunder’d  late  in  the 
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evening..  Mr  Heman  Robinson  came  here  yesterday  to 
take  the  No  of  the  family-ages  &c-  according  to  cen 
sus  law. 

Sunday, Aug  12th.  Pine  weather , though  it  had 
been  very  rainy  during  the  night..  Went  to  Church  with 
others  of  the  family.  Saw  Mr  David  Robinson  Jun’r, 
who  lately  arriv’d  from  the  Southern  States.  He  says- 
the  people  there  are  much  engag’d  in  domestic  manu¬ 
factures  .Gentlemen  of  the  highest  rank  dress  in 
homespun. 

^  Late  in  the  P  M  Mr  Doty  assited  me  and  my  peo 
pie  in  spreading  out  swaths  which  were  mow’d  last 
Eriday. 

We  are  informed  that  Mrs  Hinman  was  really 


Mrs  Hinman 
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Mr  Parsons 

Elder 

Stark 


Mother ’  s 
health 

i 

B  Bidwelli. 

Unwell 


generous • to  that  lady  who  took  dinner  with  us 
yesterday-  Gave  her  articles  of  necessity  to  a 
considerable  amount.  Two  or  three  years  ago  a  poor 
woman  solicited  alms  of  her  and  she  turned  her  wway 
with  barely  three  cents! 
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Momday,  Aug  13th.  Bryed  and  got  in  as  much  of 
my  hay  as  the  weather  would  allow  me  to.  Opened  the 
small  wheat  stacks-  had  them  capp’d  again-so  uncer 
tain  did  the  weather  appear.  Ira  cradled  oats-  A  M 
no  mowing  done  today.  Raked  some  of  my  hay  in  the 
rain.  Two  or  three  loads,  left  out. 

Mr  Parsons  assisted  this  P  M. 

Grain  grown  some  in  the  small  stacks. 

Elder  Stark  and  his  lady  in  the  evening  arrived 
here  from  their  late  place  of  residence-  Georgia-  Nov/ 
going  to  Connecticut-  thence  to  Norway, State  of  N  York. 

The  sun  was  about  2  hours  high  when  it  began  (1) 
raining-didn* t  think  it  would  continue  long, but  in 
fact  it  kept  a  steady  pouring  all  the  evening.. 

Tuesday, Aug  14th.  Ira  finish’d  cradling  the  few 
oats  we  raise  this  year.  Took  up  all  the  hay  which 
had  been  out.  Nath’l  lost  his  day.. 
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Tuesday  Aug  14th.  We  could  not  pass  this  day 
without  rain.  It  rained  during  the  whole  of  the 
preceding  night.  Brooks  &  springs-high. 

My  mother  is  in  a  very  poor  state  of  health 
She  has  been  growing  unwell  many  months  back-  and 
physical  aid  has  been  applied  without  effect-  Ur 
Swift  was  here  this  morning-  spoke  rather  discouraging 
of  her  case. 

Wednesday, Aug  15th.  Drew  in  a  fine  bunch  of 
wheat.  Raked  and  bound  the  oats.  Left  off  rather  late. 
Mr  Parsons  pitch’d  shieves  here  today.  Good  weather.. 
Wind  N.W. 

Mt  Taylor  came  from  Pittsfield  yesterday.  Brought 
the  news  of  Barnabas  Bi dwell,. having  absconded  to  parts 
unknown. 

Thursday , Aug  16th.  Unwell-  but  able  to  ride  . 
Attended  the  celebration  of  the  day-  on  Stark’ s  en¬ 
campment.  Ill  health  kept  me  from  partaking  with  my 
fellow  citizens? of  a  sumptuous  dinner-and  drinking 
continental  toasts. 

The  various  manoeuvirs  of  the  day  will  be 
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Death,  or  Mis? 
Sukie  Dewey 


Mr'  J 
Horthrop 


funeral 


published  in  "The  Green  Mountain  Farmer*’  ,of 

which  I  keep  a  file-  and  shall  refer  to  it  for  a  detail 

of  the  proceedings  oi  the  day. 

u-cod  weather  out  a  prospect  of  foul  weather  at 
hand,  wind  S. 

Friday, Aug  17th.  Something  shocking  jjiust  i 
record  this  day.-  ies-  it  is  the  death  or  an  amiable 
lovely  and  sprightly  youth  of  eighteen.  Early 
this  morning  news  came  tnat  between  the  hours  of  lu 
and  Ijl  last  evening-  as  she  was  dancing  in  mr  C  Hill’s 
ball-chamber-  miss  sukey  Dewey-  never  more  to  rise! 2! 

ohe  w<as  tne  fourth  and  youngest  daughter  or  mr 
Loan  Dewey  &  Mrs  Susannah  Dewey.  A  physician  was 
call’d  whose  opinion  was  that  a  olood-vessel  broke 
near  tne  seat  of  lire.  The  health  of  the  deceased 
had  been  impaired  for  some  time  previous  to  her  death. 
Vasited  the  house  <£  mourning-  and 
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saw  the  face  of  the  deceased-which  had  suffered  no 
material  change. 

being  warned  of  rain  oy  clouds  and  s  wind-  Took 
in  the  oats-  only  two  loads- 

Rained  a  good  deal  during  the  a  M.  Mr  Taylor 
wouid  have  gone  $n--  to  Pittsfield  if  it  hadn't  rain’d 
afterward  conclud’d  to  tarry  till  another  day. 

p  M  cloudy , warm-  spent  in  mowing. 

Saturday  Aug  18th.  Had  a  consideraole  quantity 
of  hay  collected  into  a  stack-  which  is  erected  in  a 
field  S  of  the  young  orchard. 

Mr  Joseph  Northrop  came  from  Hoosick  with  his 
lady  and  one  oi  his  sisters-for  a  visit,  ne  could, 
not  be  easy  without  taking  his  rake  and  assisting  us 
at  our  ousiness.  to  him  in  a  measure  I  am  indebted 
for  tne  preservation  oi  my  nay.  vVeather  toleraole- 
for  haying. 

Sunday, AUg  19th.  Attended  miss  Sukey  Dewey's 
funeral  at  whicn  a  very  large  &  respec 
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table  assemblage  of  people  were  present.  The  scene 
was  solemn-  what  a  striking  contrast-  only  a  few  hours 
before, the  people  were  call'd  together  on  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  occasion-expressing  their  feelings  in  various 
ways-  all  was  gay  merriment  music  and  dancing-  jnow  a 
sullen  gloomy  silence  pervades  the  whole  assemoly- 
_  (smother  this  evening 

Cloudy-wind  steadily  blowing  from 
the  E.  Mr  Doty  Took  an  affectionate  leave  of  his 


Mr  Ezra 
Doty 


Monday,  Aug  20th 
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Mr  J  Dewey 

Character 

oelow 


Mr 8  Water¬ 
man 


Monday,  Aug  2uth.  With  cart  &  waggon i drew  in 
my  rye  &  the  remainder  oi  the  wheat. 

A  Mr  Dewey  from  the  town  of  Columbus,  N.  fork 
put  up  here  this  evening*. 

Wind  #-  cloudy-  some  rainy-in  the  evening. 

Tuesday,  Aug  21st.  The  gentleman  that  came 
here  latfty evening , at  first  pre- 
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tended  that  waterman* my  brother-in-law  had  sent  him 
to  carry  back  sister  nucy,out  it  finally  appears 
that  no  such  contract  had  been  made.  The  fact  is, 
that  Mr  Dewey  is  one  of  the  least  of  all  man-kind* 
it  is  likely"  that  he  had  business  this  way  as  far 
as  Albany- and  thought  a  fine  opportunity  offer* d  for 
making  something  by  others  necessity*.  The  probability 
is  that  if  he  had  carried  ray  sister  home, he  would  have 
exacted  a  high  price  and  not  accomodate  her  very 
well  neither,  ne  owes  Waterman  and  wished  to  make 
a  turn  or  ix  in  this  way.  l  marked  him  well.  Last 
night  when  he  was  aoout  putting  out  his  horses  his 
demands  were  as  high  as  if  he  was  were  at  a  tavern- 
if  it  should  be  rainy  they  must  be  stabled,  i  did 
not  like  much  to  stable  them,,  because  my  nay  is  not 
plenty  with  me  this  year ,&  grass  in  the  pastures  is 
pretty  good,  ne  must  have  them  put  to  rowan-  l  had 
none* 
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Oats  he  must  certainly  have-  very  scarce  on  the  road, 
sc  he  had  them.  j.  told  him  if  he  would  let  his  horses 
lay  out  this  night-  tomorrow  they  should  be  turned  in 
to  the  field  we  had  just  clear'd  of  wheat-  the  reason 
for  ny  not  doing  so  now  was  on  account  of  an  appletree 
that  must  be  fenced.  At  last  i  consented  to  have  them 
put  there. The  gentleman  took  refreshment  and  retired 
to  his  lodgings. 

Finding  that  he  should  not  be  employ1 d  as  he 
wished,  he  pushed  off-  not  without  discovering  much 
of  his  hunkleh  disposition-  on  that  account  the  most 
remarkable  character  that  I  ever  was  acquainted  with.. 

Thus  have  i  given  a  place  in  this  oook  to  John 
Dewey  Junfr-  an  inhabitant  of  Sherburne-county  of 
Chenaago, State  of  new  York-  a  mistake  in  saying  he 
belonged  to  uolumbus.. 
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Mr  Samuel  Robinson  Junfr  came  this  morning 
'and  carried  sister  Watermanito  Mr  Richard  Mellen? s 
where  Mr  Ezra  Doty  is  ready  to  receive  her  and  carry 
her  to  uolumbus..  See  Vol  3d-  p  4U--1810 

The  v/eather-  so  wet  that  nothing  profitable  could 
be  done  in  the  line  lof  haying.-  Threshed  some  wheat- 
found  it  very  tough.  Great  rains,  wind  S  E. 


I 


1  • 


Locke 

Eider  Stark 
mt  Marsh 


Wednesday, Aug  22d.  Mowing  in  the  3  part  of  the 
S  meadow- the  business,  uid  not  have  nocke  today 
had  a  smart  shower  in  the  P  M  Wind  S.  Elder; 

Stark  and  J.aay-in  thre  evening  arriv’d  from  Pownal. 

See  pa  18 

Mr  Marsh  breakfasted  with  us  yesterday  morning, 
his  conversation  turn‘ d  principally  on  religion- 
made  some  remarks  on  the  late  singular  death, See  17th. 

Thursday, AUg  23d..  so  near  finishing  off  haying 
that  at  night;  we  had  it  in  such 


visitants 


Haying  done 

J ourney  to 
hoosack 


AUliUsT  181o  26 

Oder  that  nothing  more  is  to  be  done  than  carting 
and  stacking  it. 

The  clouds  wore  a  threatening  aspect  most  of  the 
day,  but  did  not  rain  any  till  evening  and  then 
not  much  here-  lightened  and  thundered  too-rrequently. 
Wind  S.  Some  of  the  neighboring  young  ladies  were 
visiting  here  this  r  M  Miss  Rebecca  Cutler*,  I£Lss 
Lucretia  horton,(See  vol  3d.p  227)  and  Mis3  Theodotia 
Montague. 

Friday, Aug  24th.  cot  through  with  haying-this 
day.  ±,eft  the  young  men  to  manage  in  the  r  M-  Rode 
to  noosack  with  Mrs  narwood-  to  make  a  visit  there 
in  company  with  Elder  btark-lady  and  Mrs  Taylor. 

employ’d  Locke,  bent  him  for  ray  waggon  which  was 
at  Mr  S  Robinson’s  Jun’r-  Drought  it  home  with  a 
broken,  bood  weather-  wina  S. 


AUGUST  1810  27 

Saturday, Aug  25th.  returned  from  noosack, rather 
past  the  middle  of  the  day.  j>  ound  our  friends  in 
health.,  nad  a  pleasant  visit. 

Mr  Stark  took  leave  of  us  to  go  on  his  tour  to 
Connecticut. 

wot  much  left  ior  ira  &  Hiram  to  do.  They  had 
this  day  as  a  kind  of  resting  day. 

nathaniel  R  Locke  has  work’d  30  days  in  haying 
and  harvesting ,f or  which  i  shall  give  him  Mr  Parsons- 
dollars. 

Rained  during  nearly  all  the  p  M.  very  hard  in 
the  evening. 

Sunday, Aug  26th.  Was  vexed, this  morning, at  niram 
for  no c  being  more  throrough  in  assisting  in  about 
going  to  church, however-  arriv’d  there-in  tolerable 
season.. 

visited  capt  Norton  in  the  evening. 

Weather  look'd  more  like  becoming  dry  than  it  has 
for  some  time. 

Monday, Aug  27th.  upened  the  business  or  plow¬ 
ing,  with  two  teams:*  but  foundu 
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it  tedious  wording  oxen,  on  account  of  the  heat, 
it  was  continued  by  one  team  only  P.M.  which  was  oy 
me  princiaplly  taken a  up  in  fencing  and  topping  off  a 
stack. 

Mr  iUli3ha  waters  &  Mr  Atherton  his  journeyman 
worked  here-  at  painting  &  joiner-work. 

Mr  Moses  Doty  and  his  lady  from  Troy-  came  to 
visit  their  mother. 

The  ground  is  rather  too  wet, to  plow  up  light, 
as  i  wish  to  have  it. 

a  fine  fair  day-  very  warm, wind  south-  Springs 
and  brooks-extremely  high-  proof  postiveof  an  uncom¬ 
monly  wet  season* 

xuesday, Aug  28th.  mr  Hunt’s  bedprtess  was 

carried  home-  borrowed  by  Ira  A  few 

bushels  of  wheat  threshed  out. 

tyLaj  .  Bowers' an  elderly  gentle 
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man  who  resides  on  Court  House  Hill, had  the  mis¬ 
fortune  to  have  his  hand  torn  in  a  shocking  manner 
by  being  caught  in  a  waggon  whell. 

Ploughing  carried  on  as  it  was  in  the  P  M  yester¬ 
day. 

Mr  Atherton  here,  but  not  Mr  Waters. 

Mr  Whitcomb  P  Ames-  lady  &  Miss  Armis  Stone  came 
here  this  P  M  on  a  visit.. 

Pine  weather,  but  very  warm-  especially  in  the 
evening.. 

Mr  Prentis  &  Mrs  Prentis  were  here  among  the  rest* 

Wednesday ,Aug  29th*  The  pleasant  task  of  plow 
ing  was  assigned  to  Ira  &  Hiram  with  each  a  team. 

Mr  Moses  Doty  &  Mrs  Doty  went  home. 

Mr  Ames  &  his  people  set  off  for  Williamstown.. 
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Nothing  of  much  importance  in  the  way  of  labor 
was  performed  by  me* 

Mowed  a  bank  W  side  of  the  cornfield, 

Mr  Atherton  finish’d  Ira’s  bedpress.  Wind  high 
from  the  south-  Rainy  about  the  middle  of  the  day.- 
A  heav  y thunder  shower  in  the  vening* 

Extremely  warm,  Plies  very  troublesome  to  horsess 
and  cattle.. 

Thursday, Sug  30th.  Thresh’d  wehat  A  M-  P  M  assist 
ed  at  ploughing, in  the  field.  A  young  horse  was 
tackled  in  that  has  never  work’d  any  before.  Played; 
off  a  few  capers  at  first-  afterwards  behaved  well 
during  the  time  of  his  service.  Agedthree  years  in 
May  or  June  last. 

Air  cool-  wind  N  W.  In  the  evening  chang’d  about 

S  th . 
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Took  a  horse  to  keep  for  ^r  C  Cushman. 

Departed  this  life  last  evening  at  the  house 
of  Mr  Poole,  Miss  Harriot  Randall  in  the  22d  of  her 
age. 
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Friday, Aug  31st.  Business  the  same* 

Mr  Ames  return* d  from  Williamst own. -made  a  short  tarry 
^here.-and  went  on  his  way  homeward.  Mr  David  Weeks- 
&  his  lady  were  here  this  P.M. 

Mother-  very  sick  in  the  P.M.  and  evening. 

Good  weather-  Cool. 

This  month  will  he  long  recollected  as  having 
been  very  wet-causing  many  of  our  smartest  farmers- 
to  be  uncommonly  late' about  haying.  The  weather  has- 
been  pretty  steady-not  approaching  an  extreme  heat  or 
cold. 


SEPTEMBER 

Saturday , Sept  1st.  The  same.  Appearances  like 
rain-  but  none  tQ.  hinder  business  in  the  field. 

Mother  had  a  severe  attack  of  her  disorder  last 
night. 


Sunday,Sept  2d.  A  fine  morening-  but  cloudy  and 
chilly  in  the  P.M.  Went  to  Church, as  did  most  of  the 
family  that  were  able  to  go. 
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Monday, Sept. 3d.  Mr  Brown  informed  me  last  week 
where  I  might  find  a  pair  of  steers  belonging  to  me 
that  have  been  gone  sometime.  I  went, this  morning, to 
Mr  Fillmore’s  in  the  W  padt  of  the  town, and  brought 
them  home.  In  the  field  business  the  same  as  that  of 
Saturday. 

Finish’d  going  over  our  plowing  the  2d  time. 

Mr  Uriah  Edgerton  the  2d  and  lady-Mrs  Suk  Robin 
eon  were  at  our  house  this  P.M. 

Old  Mrs  Palmer  took  dinner  with  us, and  talk’d 
good  talk, some. 

Pleasant  and  warm.  Wind  S.W.-  rained  in  the 
evening. 


My  father 
was  able  to 
attend  and 
voted. 


Tuesday, Sept  4th.  Ploughing  continued  with 
two  teams -and  myself  busyed  about  this  and  that  near 
the  house. 

P.M.  exercised  the  right  of  a  freeman, as  did 
also  brother  Ira  and  my  son, who  this  day  became  a  voter 
The  democratic  ticket  was  carried  in  this  town  by  a 
handsome  majority,  M 
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Much  rain  with  thunder  last  nighti, which  I 
suppose  caused  us  to  be  cool  today.  Wind  U.W. 
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Wednesday, Sept  5th.  Threshed  rye  in  the  A.M. - 
P.M.-  ploughed  with  three  teams,  two  of  which  had 
been  going  in  the  A.M. 

The  gentleman  which  owns  the  horse  which  I  took 
in  to  pasture  for  Cushman  on  the  30th  Aug  came  down 
to  see  him.  He  complained  of  the  poverty  of  the  pas¬ 
ture  in  which  the  horse  is  kept-  I  told  him  if  he 
could  get  him  in  at  any  other  place  it  would  not  dis  a 
please  me, "because  it  was  no  real  profit  to  me  to  keep 
him. 

Wind  very  fresh  from  the  S-  hazy. 

Ira  Harv/ood  my  youngest  "brother, is  this  day  27 
years  of  age. 

Thursday , Sept  6th.  Ploughing--  pursued  with  three 
teams-  A,M,-  P.M.  Mr  Parsons -had  Ira  with  a  horse  to 
go  with  his, to  get  some  hay  from  Mr  Willard  Greene* s 
Reynolds' farm,  so  that  only  2  teams  could  "be  managed. 
Mr  Parsons 
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was  at  the  expense  of  getting;  the  waggon, mended  on 
this  account.  See  p  26  .Aug  24.  He  and  Ira  had  "bad 
luck  with  their  first  load-  turned  it  off  once  or  twice 
"but  after  that,  they  had  pretty  smooth  going. 

That  gentleman  spoken  of  yesterday  came  here 
today  and  took  away  his  horse-  paid  me-  punctually- 
his  name  is  Expected  rain-fore¬ 

part  of  the  day, "but  none  came -be came  cool  afterwards- 
Wind  north  west. 

F  riday,Sept  2th.  Kept  three  teams  moving  in  the 
A.M. -  P.M. the  horses  were  put  to  treading  out  wheat* 

I  slowly  moved  after  my  oxen  behind  the  plough. 

Mrs  Bills  of  Wilmington  came  to  pay  mother  a  visit. 

Pleasant  •  Wind  N.W. 

Saturday , Sept  8th.  Treading  wheat  the  chief  busi¬ 
ness.  Pleasant  weather. 
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Sunday, Sept  9th.  I  and  my  wife  and  children 
were  all  at  the  house  of  public  worship .  ^r  Marsh 
cooked  us  a  sermon  in  the  A.M.  P.M.  Mr^  Bingham  had 
one  stewing  a  long  time, but  hardly  finish’d  it  when 
he  had  done.  Recieved  15  dollars  this  evening  of  Mr 
L.  Horton 

PUeasant  and  warm-  Very  clear-  Wind  S* 

'Monday, Sept  10th.  Swo’d  acres  of  rye,  which 
kept  the  teams  busy,  after  treading  a  flooring  of  wheat 
I  had  my  chief  business  in  the  barn-  taking  care  of 
the  wheat.. 

Cloudy-  warm-  Wind  Sth. 

Tuesday, Sept  11th.  Business  continued  in  the 
field  by  Ira  and  Hiram-  A.M. -  P.M.  they  were  oblig’d 
to  do  military  duty. 
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The*!?  Ayls- 
worth 


Mother 
rides  out 


My  attention  was  bestow* d  on  the  same  object, that 
it  was  yesterday-principally  )  Went  to  mill  and  Hill’s 
carding-machine  in  the  P.M.-  Saw  Capt  Blackmer’ s 
company  under  arms,. 

Extremely  warm-  Wind  Sth, 
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Monday  Sept--Aye  Wednesday ,Sept  12th, 

Beating  of  flaxseed-  my  business,  Ira  and 
Hiram  were  preparing  ground  to  sow  with  wheat-giving 
it  a  brush  with  the  harrow-  two  teams-  Mr  Samuel 
Robins onbrought  me  my  plaister  of  Paris.  A  gentleman 
whose  age  is  rising  of  84  years-  very  spry  and  active 
for  a  person  of  that  age, staid  here  last  night-  on  his 
wsy  to  Canada.  I  am  considerably  acquainted  with  him- 
makes  a  beggarly  appearance , but  is  rich-  full  of 
odities-  at  the  same  time  instructive  in  many  of  his 
observations i  A  mighty  smoaker.  His  name  is  Aylsworth. 

Mr  Archibald  Stone  &  his  lady  arrived  from 
Hoosac.k  to  pay  us  a  visit, 

Mr  Solomon  Safford  came  to  see  me  this  morning 
about  buying  seed  wheat-  talk’d  with  him  concerning 
the  Street-lotU  Pie as ant -Warm-  W’d  S. 


1810  37 

Thursday , Sept  13th,  Fiercely  pursued  the  business 
of  sowing  wheat.  Had  three  teams  plowing  in  seed. 
Nathaniel  R  Locke  guided  one  of  them.  Fine  weather- 

but  pretty  warm. 

% 

Friday, Sept  14th,  Differed  but  little  from  yes¬ 
terday.  Rained  before  night  or  my  sowing  would  have 
been  compleated. 

Saturday, Sept  15th,  Carri’d  out  and  spread  a  part 
of  the  flax.  Finished  sowing  wheat  in  the  P.M. -Brought 
home  our  baggage  used  during  the  time  of  sowing. 

Air  very  cool  and  clear.  Wind  Nth. 

Have  sown  11  acres  with  wheat-  16  bhls  and  about 
4  acres  with  rye-  bushel  to  an  acre.  The  ground  was- 
well  prepared-ploughed-  most  of  it  three  times-and  then 
the  seed  covered  with  the  plough.  I  omitted 
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harrowing  down  the  furrows  of  about  four  acres- 
partly  on  account  of  its  raining-  &  partly  for  an 
experiment . 

Sunday, Sept  16th,  A  pretty  general  turn-out  among 
us  to  Church. 

Mother  rode  for  her  health  today  in  a  chaise. 

She  gets  no  better.  See  p.  19th 

Gov’r  Robinson  &  Mrs  Robinson  were  here  yesterday 
to  see  her.  Pleasant  but  very  cool.  W.  N.  W. 
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Regimental 

Review 


Death  of 
Hr s  House 


Capt  .Whipple 


Teaming  for 
ilaj’r  27c r ton 


Monday, Sept  17th.  Up  very  early-  spread 
a  considerable  quantity  of  flax-  spent  the  remainder 
of  the  day  peviewing  the  military  manoevures  of  Col’n 
Robinson1  a  Regiment-  commanded  by  Major  Borton-  the 
Colfn  being  absent. 

Yesterday  Hr  Samuel  Ho nt ague  of  Cambridge  ,27. Y. 
call’d  on  us.. 
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sc  cold  last  night  as  to  occasion  a  frost. 

Tuesday, Sept  18th*  Did  no t  spend  the  whole  day 
as  a  spectator  of  the  military-  was  well  pleased  with 
what  I  saw-  tho’t  they  were  better  equipped  -  march’d 
better, than  I  had  ever  seen  them  before. 

They  had  a  sham  fight-  march’d  out  of  the  field- 
had  a  running  fire  and  were  then  dismiss’d. 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday.  ISth, 

20th, 21st  £  22d.  Nine teen th- rather  rainy-  got  out  a 
few  bushels  of  wheat.  But  one  kind  of  business-that 
of  stalks, was  follow’d  the  three  last  days.  Cloudy 
a^.1  that  time,  did  still  rain  rain  ’till  Saturday  night 

Mr 9  Lydia  House-consort  of  Hr  Joseph  House, 
departed  this  life  on  the  20th  about  10  O’clock  in 
the  morning-  aged  years/  She  was  interred  this  P.H. 
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Sunday, Sept  23d.  Being  very  rainy-nobody  in  this 
family  ventur’d  tc  go  to  meeting.  Yesterday  morning 
Capt  Hzra  Whipple  of  Sunderland  paid  us  a  short  visit. 
The  old  gentleman  was  quite  musical. 


Monday, Sept  24th.  Rain’d  pretty  steadily  all  day-* 
wind  :7 .  Z .  Threshing  wheat  the  business. 

Tuesday, Sept  25th.  Ira  did  a  job  of  teaming  for 
Ha  j  o r  27orton-  carried  a  load  of  straw  from  Hr  Phineas 

Scott’s  to  Woodford.  We  began  to  put  the  Cyder-mill 
together  in  the  morning ,but  dropt  that  ’  pursued  other 
business-  P.H.  gather’d  apples. 

Some  rainy  in  the  morning-  tolerably  pleasant  P.H. 
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Tednesday.Sept  26th. -A 
young  orchard.  P.H.  finish’ 
the  cyder-mill  together.  A 
pleasant. 


.M.  gather’d  apples  in  the 
d  cutting  3 talks -and  put 
fine  day-  Cool  enough  to  be 


Tnursdav,3e?t  27th.  The  same  in  tne  A.H.  as  yes- 
terday-A. x. -  -P.-a..  pick’d  winter  apples-  and  gather’d 
a  few  scattering  trees  in  the  fields,  i'lesant. 
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Samuel  Robinson  bdicame  here  to  work  for  us  a 
few  days-  ‘till  his  fatner  returns  from  Burlington 
City. 

Mrs  Lucy  Sears-  late  ^Mi3s)  Miss  nucy  Stone- 
came  with  mr  Bara ons-  ir^m  noo sack- to  make  us  a  visit. 

j>riday,sept  28th.  finished  tne  job  or  gathering 
apples  in  tne  young  orchard.  A  small  quantity  of  rowan 
was  mow 1 d • 

Wednesdgcy  evening  a  conference  meeting  was  held 
at  Mr.  Brown1 Si  Among  those 
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wno  took  the  lead  in  the  business  ,Mr  Comstock  of 
noosack  was  the  most  remarkaole-  on  account  of  tne 
display  of  wonderful  talents-  or  to  speak  more  correct 
ly-  the  almost  total  aosence  of  them,  ne  is  one  of 
tne  mosc  disgusting  speakers  i  ever  heard. 

We  were  visited  today  oy  Mr  Jonathan  natch-  his 
orother  warner-tnree  of  tneir  sisters  &  Mrs  Lydia 
Edgerton  and  a  Mrs  Whipple  who  marri’d  the  brother 
of  him  that  marri’a  the  daughter  or  cap' t  Hatch. 

Plsaasant  and  very  warm. 

Monday, Octlefcr  1st.  My  business  call’d  me  to 
Wilmington,  hept  Sunda;/-  with  Mr  Doty.  m  tne  b.M.  of 
that  day-  heard  a  universalist  preach-  nam‘ d  Stacy- 
llkea  him  much  as  a  speaker. 

Mrs  Doty  &  family  were  well. 
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Found  my  cattle  which  were  driven  over  to  Wilmington 
in  May  -(Vox  3)  in  good  condition-  oeyona  my  expecta¬ 
tion-  The  flock  were  not  doing  quite  so  well; but  it 
is  in  pretty  good  order.  Lost  one  sheep  while  they 
were  at  Mr  J?‘oty(s-  worthuat  least  two  dollars. 

Sold  6  head  of  cattle  2  years  old  to  Mr  Sterns 
for  fourteen  dollars  per  head-  to  be  paid  oy  the 
iirst  or  March, 1811, or  if  not  paid  at  that  time, the 
aattle  are  to  be  returned  to  me  again-and  l  pay  nine 
pence  per  head-  per  weeK  for  tneir  keeping 
nad  a  pleasant  j ourney  and  visit- 
Un  Saturday  a  quantity  of  rowan  e*-p©waH-  was 
mow'd  and  a  few  apples  ground  for  ourselves  arid 
neighbors  from  which i cyder  enough  w$§  extracted  to 
give  them  a  good  taste-  as  well  as  ourselves,  un 
Monday  more  rov/an  mow’d-  a  few  potatoes  dug  &c-ail 
things  found  in  good  order- 

very  fine  weathexvaaturday , Sunday  &  Monday. 
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Tuesday,uct**2d.  -^efore  ira  and  Hiram  went 
to  training  in  the  morning  the  flax  was  turn’d. 

I  kept  (4)  about  my  business-not  paying  any  regard- 
to  training,  'rue  young  people  of  this  family  in  the 
evening  went  to  McEowan  ana  Rooms  on’ a  to  see  a  show* 
Likely  for  rain-  cloudy  and  coil. 

.bTom  Wednesday  the  3d  to  Saturday  the  6the  the 
business  was  confined  to  gathering  in  potatoes  of  which 
there  are  abouto  bushels.  Hr  Pay  visited  us- 

3a  &  4th.  ira  was  unwell  on  jjriday.  Mr  Isaac  Godfrey 
work1 a  here  that  day  &  Saturday,  un  tne  5th  reciev'd 
an  order  irom  Major  jn orton  by  the  hand  oi  Mr  Joseph 
hnapp  for  12  bushels  of  apples-  complied  with. 

Pleasant  but  warm-  Rain'd,  and  thundered.,  int  the 
evening  oi  the  6th. 

Sunday,  Oct<*  7  th*  Foggy  &  chilly,  visited  tne  house 
of  public  worship* 
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M.onday,uct  8th*  Treading  out  wheat  ana  gathering 
appi«s-  c&ief  business. 

Rainy  in  the  latterpart  of  tne  day. 

very  chilly-  quite  unpleasant. 

Tuesday, uct  9th.  business  much  like  yesterday. 

Sold  in  tne  morning* 

Wednesday ,0c t  10th  Ira  Sc  Hiram  made  cyder-  1 
winnow'd  wheat. 

Pretty  cold-  cloudy-  wind  northwardly. 

Thursday,Oct  llth.  We  attended  pretty  cnsely  to 
our  cyder-  several  barrels  were  run  into  tne  cellar, 
have  now  on  hand  33  bushels  of  wheat. 

A  cold  night  left  a  irosty  morning  behind*. 

Friday,  Oct.i2th*  fathering  apples  for  winter- 
was  the  principal  work  of  the  day.  tiad  my  horses  shod 
at  Mr  Huil's-and  my  waggon  mended  at  tne  same  shop. 

Pair, but  very  chilly.  Wind  n.W. 

Saturday, Oct, 13th.  I  prepared  my  waggon  for  a 
journey  to  Troy.  The  young  men  made  cyder.  A  frosty 
chiixy  morning*-  and  wet  day  .  W’d  W* 

181u  46 

Sunaay,Oct  i3th*  went  to  church,  mr  Marsh  performe 
ed  tne  duties  of  tne  aay.  ulouay  ana  middling  cold*. 

Monday, and* Tuesday,  14th  «&  ibth*  uct*  visited 
xroy  with  a  load  of  wheat-  25  bushels  5c  50  ids-  sold  to 
oapt  huason-  at  per  bushel-  With  the  money-  paid, 
all  my  debts  due  in  that  place, which  amounted  to  $28.80  ct 
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Bought  Salt,  Sugar,  Tea  ,  Perry  *  s  Dictionary  dec. 

Lodg'd  at  mr  munns,  saw  Mr  moses  Doty,  who  with 
his  family  now  resides  at  Sanay-nilr. 

nad  very  good  weathr  with  had  waggoning,  a 
thick  fog  hung  over  us  till  lu  *  clock.  P.M.  on 
Monday-Warm  Doth  days,  un  Sunday  Mr  Heman  juewey 
called  on  us  &  tarried  till  the  next  morning,  un 
Monday  Ira  carried  2  hoghheads  of  cyder  to  Mr.  At¬ 
wood’s  still.  Today  tney  gather’d  a  load  of  corn. 

AH  tne  forepart  oi  yesterday  very  f oggy-pleasant 
in  tne  P.M.  .  Warm  &  cloudy  today. 
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Wednesday,  uct.  17th.  Sunday  was  tne  14th. 
we  commenced  getting  'out  more  wheat  to  carry  to  Troy. 
Some  of  ur.  Swift’ s  aoples  were  ground.  «uth  &  Lydia 
went  to  uncle  nachariah* s  for  a  visit.  Mr  Asa  Doty 
2d  from  Providence ,K. I.  put  up  here  this  evening.  Last 
Monday  night  two  gentlemen  from  praintree-  Mass, 
lodged  here-  A  Mr  Thompson  a  mr  Wetherly. 

Kainy  in  the  early  part  or  the  day —  very  chilly- 
wind  high  from  im.W. 

Thursday, uct  l8.th,  extremely  tedious  on  account 
oi  the  frost  &  cold  in  the  morning, the  more  so  if 
one  was  oolig’a  to  work  at  making  cyder  as  lra  aid. 
tie  Sc  niram,  put  up  a  cneese  i  or  Dr.  Swift.  A  freezing 
nignt  preceded  tne  day, which  was  clear  and  cold. 

Priday.Oct . 19th.  Prepared  for  winnowing  wheat, 
out  succeeded  poorly.  Dr  Swift’s  cyder  was  taken  care 
of.  jrair  and  cool.  wd.  l.W. 

Saturday, uct. 2uth.  Made  some  attempts  winnow. 
a  load  of  corn  was  cut  up  and  husk'd.  Mr  Montague  & 
his  people  gather’d  apples. 
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Mr  Reuben  Heed  mended  a  cart-wheel.  Pleasant  &  warm. 

Sunday, Uct. 21  st.  Went  to  Church  on  foot,  .wot 
many  of  our  peeple  attended  meeting,  very  warm, 

Monday, Oct . 22d,  All  band  very  busy  winnowing  ac 
putting  up  wneat  ti  carry  to  Troy,  dad  Capt  Norton's 
fanning  mill,  j^rotner  Samuel  Kooinson  brought  his 
waggon  nere  in  tne  evening  for  me  to  use  m  sending 
my  wheat  to  Troy. 

1  n=tve  let  a  quantity  of  cyder  to  mr  Montague 
which  he  is  to  make  Sc  give  me  two  thirds  of  it.  ne 
put  up  a  cheese  today.  A  very  chilly  wind  blew  from 
tne  W. 

Tuesday, Oct  23d.  My  son  is  this  day  22  years 
or  age.  what  follows  goes  in  his  name. 

Twenty  two - hah - ana  not 
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oetter  educated , Getter  informed  oi  tne  ways  of 
mankind  tnan  if  ne  had  inhabited  some  lonely 
cottage  on  the  oreen  Mountain-  what  l  1  keep  a 
journal  of  such  a  life  as  l  live  i.  without  anytning 
of  an  enterprising  nature  to  record-  must  l  bear 
witness  against  myself--of  my  folly-  ignorance  and 
sloth.  -  Yes,  perhaps  by  keeping  these  things  in 
remembrance,  l  shall  learn  to  shun  some  snares  that, 
without  this  admonition,  l  might  heedlessly  fail  into, 
l  certainly  desire  to  improve  in  every  undertaking 
that  1  may  pursue. 

1  shall  mention  events , persons  and  things  much 
as  they  have  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding  pages. 

This  morning  rather  sent  off  44  ousjaels  oi  wneat 
to  Troy  oy  three  waggons-  two 
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of  which  belong  to 
father  8c  he  brings 
at  least  causes  it 
his  team. 

with  the  cart 
fanning  mill  home- 
barn. 


uapt  Norton-  They  carry  wheat  for 
oack  a  load  of  clay  for  them-or 
to  oe  bro't  by  ira  who  went  with 

&  oxen  l  carried  uapt  iMorton’ s 
I  should  rather  say  to  nr  meiien' s 


jbydia  spoke, when  sne  saw  tne  fanuing-min  in  the 
cart-  asking  me  if  i  carried  the  ark  of  the  covenant  *r? 
I  laughed  and  said  yes,  Perhaps  this  was  joking  a 
little  too  iar.  li  it  was  wicked  i  am  sorry  for  it. 

When  returning  home,  l  lost  my  fife  &  went  oack, 
after  i  had  started  several  rods  towards  home, to  find 
it;  the  oxen  went  on  alone.  Before  I  couid  overtake 
them, they  had  reach* d  the  bottom  of  the  long  hill  north 
of  Mr  William  Norton’s  &  there  had  landed  the 
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cart  and  gone  home, for  aught  1  knew.  — Well , thought 
I,  to  myself,  this  is  a  droll  caper  for  a  fellow  two 
8c  twenty,  to  cut-  All  this  for  looking  after  a  toy.  i 
began  to  think  of  something  to  say  when  I  should  get 
home,  xney  sav'd  me  tne  trouble  of  telling  my  story. 

1  found  them  in  Mr  .brown's  fay-meadow.-  put  them  on 
the  cart  &  reach' a  home  without  further  ceremony,  i 
was  careful  to  keep  it  to  myself,  now  anybody  that 
may  happen  to  read  this, though  l  mean  to  keen  it  as 
private  as  l  can,  must  have  a  low  opinion  oi  my  worker 
as  to  ousiness  8c  education;-  out  i  don't  care  any 
great  matter  for  tnat, while  i  am  doing  this, it  certain¬ 
ly  keeps  me  out  oi  mischief. 

jay  grand-mother  was  consider'd  to  be  dangerously 

XxX  i 

Assisted,  about  cleaning  the  floor  of  grain  the 
remaind'r  of  the  day. 
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very  cold  &  some  stormy  in  the  morning-  held 
out  cold  &  oieaK  through  the  day-  but  clear.  Wind  n.W. 

WecLnesday,uot  24th,  uapt  John  uix  of  Wilmington 
lodg'a  here  last  night ,  by  whom  a  letter  was  sent  to 
mx  Horatio  G.  Doty-  youngest  son  of  my  grandmother, 
acquainting  him  with  the  situation  in  which  his  moth¬ 
er  ^lay)  lies.  i  began  to  write  ano trier  in  the 
evening  to  go  to  jsnosburgh.  Mr  Dix  brought  the  news 
of  tne  death  or  mr.  Alo'n  Toby-  minister  oj.  the  gos¬ 
pel  m  Wilmington, 

uur  principal  business  was, talcing  up  nax-  119 
Dundies.  Mr  Montague  assisted. 

ira  arriv'd  from  Troy-  got  16/7d  per  bhl  for  wheat 
the  sum  of  tne  whole  is 

cold-  so  as  to  freeze  very  hard  last  night. 
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rather  felt  vex'd  with  his  business  a  good  deal., 
tie  thought  to  rid  himself  of  some  part  of  it,  by 
letting  his  apples  to  Mr  Montague,  but  he  found  him¬ 
self  deceiv’d  in  the  man-  he  did  nor  take  hold  of  the 
matter  resolute  enough  to  suit  him-  came  on  too  late 
in  the  morning-  did  n't  act  with  so  much  spirit  as 
could  wish. 


with 
went 
gone 
3  or 
,hi  s 


Thursday, uct  24th. .1  would  say  25th. 
father  &  Ira-cutting  up  corn.  in  the 


wo  rxed 
evening 


to  Mr  Atwood*  s  on  an  errand-  did  n*  t  see  him- 


from  home-  went  to  Bsquire  smith's-  staid  there 
4  hours-playmg  on  tne  flute,  m  Mr  Godfrey^  Samuel ; 
wife  (some  oi  tne  time;  Miss  Mary  Phillips , miss 
Esther  Cleveland  Sc  Mr  Lutner  smith-  made  some  sport 
for  tnemselves,  while 
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I  was  there |  dancing  to  tne  music  oi  my  flute.  1 
told  them  that  1  professed  no  skill  at  call  in  playing 
dancing-tunes-  but  they  insisted  on  my  playing  some- 
so  l  bang'd  away-  not  half  of  the  time  right,  some¬ 
times  they  would  get  mightily  engag’d  8c  then  I  would 
stop  playing  in  the  middle  oi  a  tune-  then  it  would 

be  **  0,do  play  that  over  once  more  .No  great  { - ) 

scratch-  oecause  X  couid  play  but  3  or  4  tunes, and 
those  not  very  well,  l  can  say  that  l  amus'd  myself 
a  ggod  deal  this  evening,  it  was  about  lo  o'clock 
when  i  got  home.  The  girls  were  up  on  account  of 
the  old  lady,  whose  situation  had  become  more  serious 
than  ever.  ulear  and  not  very  cold. 
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ihursday ,uut  26  xh*  oa.y  jjriday  26th.—  We  were 
deeply  engag'd  in  cutting  up  &  drawing  in  corn. 
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Grandmother  was  thought  to  he  so  near  her  end, 
that  most  of  the  neighbors  came  in  to  take  leave 
og  her.  Gov’r  Robinson  &  Mr3  Robinson  were  both 
here.  The  old  lady  is  perfectly  reconciled  to 
death-  talks  of  it  as  she  would  of  any  common  occu* 
rence  in  life. 

A  remarkably  fine  day.  &  warm. 

Miss  Achsah  &  Miss  Almira  Doty  came  to  take  a 
final  leave  of  their  venerable  relative-  as  likewiee 
did  their  eldest  brother  Asa. 

Ira  assisted  Mr  Parsons  about  making  his  cyder. 

Saturday, Oct*  r  27th.  This  morning  between  the 
hours  of  7  &  8  o’clock  Grandmother  breathed  her  last  • 

I  have  neither  time  nor  talents 
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to  make  such  remarks  as  would  fit  this  occasion.  I 
shall  only  say  that  she  bore  her  sickness  with  as¬ 
tonishing  patience.-  and  at  the  fiaatl  hour  when  heart' 
soul  was  summoned  to  depart  her  body  and  fly  to  re¬ 
gions  unknown-whence  millions  have  gone  and  not  one 
return’d  to  tell  us^how  they  were  received-  she  was 
perfectly  willing  to  go*  &  seem’d  to  rejoice  in  death. 
To  witness  this  solemn  scene-  this  picture  of  what 
we  all  must  sooner  or  later  be-  the  family  &  neigh¬ 
bors  generally-those  who  live  near, were  present.  I 
was  in  the  room  a  short  time  before  she  expired-  at 
that  moment  I  was  absent.  She  was  the  first  person 
I  ever  saw  in  that  condition.  It  didn’ t  strike  such 
a  dread  to  me 
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as  I  had  always  conceive* d  that  it  would, but  I  suppose 
her  being  30  composed  and  so  firmly  persuaded  that 
she  should  go  to  a  worldd  of  Eternal  rest.gave  me  as 
well  as  all  who  were  present  feelings  different  from 
what  they  otherwise  would  have  had.  Governor  Robinson, 
at  her  request, the  last  time  she  ever  3poke,made  a 
shortprayer.  After  breakfast  he  read  the  7th  Chap’t 
of  Revelations-  &  made  explanatory  remarks^  on  the 
most  important  passages  in  it-  and  then  made  an  ex¬ 
cellent  prayer. 

She  retained  her  reason  perfectly  till  she  drew 
her  last  breath.  Thus  is  my  Grandfather  left  a  widower 
the  second  time  in  his  life.  They  had  lived  happily 
together  sixteen  years  &  4  months.  She  was  in  the  74th 
year  of  her  age.  Preparations  were  made  for  burying 
the  deceas’d. 
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Ira  &  I  cart’d  pumpkins.  Assisted  Mr  Parsons- 
about  his  cyder-a  little-  had  some  conversation  with 
him  concerning  a  subject  interesting  to  me.  Went  to 
Elisha  Waters  in  the  evening-  read  fair  or  five  chapt 
ers  of  trie  book  of  Ssther.  in  his  great-bible-  comin 
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home-  made  a  short  stay  a;tr  Mr  Parsons*-  at  home, 
wrote  in  this  hook  till  2  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Mr 
Montague  &  Nath’l  Locke  watch'd  with  the  corps. 

Very  fine  weather  &  warm. 


Sunday, Oct *r  28th,  In  the  P.M.  of  this  day, (My) 
my  grand-mother  funeral  was  solemniz’d.  None  of  her 
children  were  present, hut  three  of  her  grandchildren- 
Asa,  Achsah  8c  Almira  Doty-  and  a  number  of  her  other 
connexions-were.  Mr  Marsh  deliver’d  a  sermon  suit’d 
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to  the  occasion-  from  Joh-  30th  Chap’t  23d  verae-  See 
Page  65th* 

In  the  forepart  of  the  evening-at  Mr  Parsons* 
h  sms  elf  8c  lady  gone  to  Hoosack  Palls-  saw  Mr  Alex(r 
H  Avery  and  Mr  Luther  Smith  there-  Came  home  and  wrote 
a  letter  for  grand-father  to  send  to  Cap’t  Hatch-of 
Aurelius*  N*Y*  which  informed  him  of  the  late  death 
that  happen’d  in  this  family-  Wrote  one  in  the  A.M. ,to 
the  same  purpose, to  uncle  Asa  Harwood-  and  another 
to  Dr.  Pay  this  evening.  Read  3d  Ggap’t  Gen’s  in  the 
morning. 

Couldy  in  te  after  part  of  the  day* and  chilly- 
likelihoods  of  rain. 

Monday, Oct’  29th*  Went  to  Col’n  Pay’s  this 
morning  to  see  him  about  getting  help  to  make  his 
wyder.  His  business  was  in  such  a  situation  he  could 
not  possibly  spare  a  hand-  complain’d  of  the  uncommon 
scarcity  of  laborers-  said  if  silver  &  gold  would  in¬ 
duce  anybody  to 
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that  might  be  found  by  himself  or  by  me-  he  might 
have  any  price  if  he  would  assist  in  maiing  hi3  cyder;’ 
Took  a  bundle  of  newspapers  which  he  lent  me.  We  talk¬ 
’d  of  making  his  cyder  today,  but  he  couldn’t  get  his 
casks  ready  nor  give  us  assistance , so  Ira  put  up  a 
cheese  for  Dr.  Swift* 

Returning  homeward  met  Mr  Loan  Dewey  who  wished 
to  take  cyder  to  make  formy  father  upon  shares , -agreed 
with  him  to  come  &  see  him.  Sent  him  to  Cibl’n  Pay. 

Worked  at  gathering  pumpkins  &  getting  in  stalks* 
Wrote  a  letter  in  the  evening  (of)  for  my  grand¬ 
father  to  inform  Mr  N.W. Thompson  &  his  wife  of  the 
death  of  their  mother* 

Sat  up  late  chatting  with  Mother 
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about  our  feelings  in  many  cases, particularly  in  the 
hour  of  death.  In  many  points  we  found  a  similarity  of 
sentiment.  I  like  such  conversations  when  I  am  in  low 
spirits.  ,y  favorite  amusement  is  musick.  Reading  is 

lent  ofth^Uttte  T^ad.1'^  1  a  P°°r  lmpr0V* 
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In  attempting  to  throw  out  my  ideas  on  this  paper  I 
feel  my  weaknees  so  fdrciably  that  I  am  almost  ready 
to  drop  it  and  never  resume  it  again*  On  the  whole, 
however  defective  mjjt  conposition,I  think  it  may  he 
useful  to  me.  I  think  I  can  discover  faults  in  my  own 
writing  as  easily  as  I  can  in  another  persons1 s* 

Chilly-&  rainy  a  part  of  the  day  --snow’d  on  the 
mountains.  Husked  corn  in  the  forepart  of  the  evening* 
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Tuesday, Oct’  30th.  Husk’d  corn  at  the  heap-  Gut 
up  corn-  gather’d  apples  &  drew  in  corn  that  was  cut 
up-I  ought  rather  to  say  I  assisted  in  all  these  things 
Spent  the  evening-touching  at  music  a  little,  hut  c 
chiefly  in  writing.  Mr  Asa  Doty  2d  parted  with  us  for 
Rhdrde  Island.  Mr  Street  tarried  with  us  this  night*. 
Oren  Shaw  help’d  Ira  yesterday-about  making  Dr  Swift’s 
cyder.  Fair  but  cold- 

Wednesday,  Oct  31st.  Pretty  cold  in  the  morning- 
husk’  d  corn  before  breakfast-  after  family  duties  were 
over  I  felt  an  itching  for  music-  at  Ira’s  touch’d  off 
2  or  three  favorite  airs.  When  I  sat  down  to  Breakfast 
father  accpsted  me  something  in  this  line  "You  are 
greatly  hurried  in  your  business-  you  ought  to  take  an 
apprentice.  We 
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have  not  a  moment’s  time  to  lose.  You  ought  to  be  here 
at  mealtime  because  it  takes  you  longer  to  eat, than 
anybody  in  the  family. M  I  know  I  was  hardly  right, but 
I  find .myself  like  other  young  people, when  they  feel  a 
strong  desire  for  anything. -it  must  be  gratified, -to 
speak  the  language  oi  their  hearts.  Somebody  will  say, 
when  he  reads  this?,-  how  old  was  this  journalist  ?- 
Why,  twenty- two  !-  What  a  pity, that, a  young  man, grown 
up  to  years  of  discretion,  should  take  upon  himself  no 
more  care  of  the  necessary  business  of  life!  How  old 
is  he  now  ?  About  30.  Is  he  married  ?  Yes.  Has  a  fanft 
ily  ?  Yes.  Is  he  rich  ?  Ho.  Why  is  he  not  so  ?  Be¬ 
cause  he  has  loved  his  ease  so  well^  to  stick  to  business 
Ah-  then  he  has  travelled  that  hard  beaten  path  called 
"an  easy  life”, to  his  sorrow.  His  wife-  a  nice-pretty 
little  industrious  woman, 
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I  .pity  her  &  the  family  too.  Perhaps  this, or  something 
worse  may  be  said  of  me,,  if  I  live  to  see  that  age.  I 
will  try  to  merit  a  better  saying,  if  I  have  my  senses* 
Chief  business  of  the  day-husking  corn- and  making 
cyder-the  greater  part  of  which  is  for  Dr. Swift  &  Colo¬ 
nel  Fay.  In  that  business  Ira  was  assisted  by  Oren  Shaw. 


r k  t 
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h  H  "Saw  Mr  Abner  Hunt  at  Ira’s,  who  gave  an  account 

of  a  curiously  constructed  cyder-mill  3c  press  which 
lab  owns  in  Northampton,  that  will  make  one  hundred  barrels 
of  cyder  in  a  day.  Spent  the  evening-reading  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Ayrora.amd  writing  in  this  (o)  book. 

-Proze  hard  last  night-chilly  and  cloudy-  Wind 

N.W. 
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In  addition  to  what  has  already  been  mentioned 
concerning  the  death  and  burial  of  my  grandmother  it 
should  be  observ’d  that, the  neighbors  were  very  kind  & 
seem’d  to  take  an  interest  in  our  loss. 

L  Wednesday, 0 - Nor’r  1st.  before  I  begin  this 

month  I  must  make  some  general  remarks  on  the  weather 
during  lasty  month , which  can  be  comprehended  in  a  short 
sentence. Some  days  very  pleasant  3c  warm-perhaps  in  a 
day  or  two  cold-so  as  to  freeze  quite  hard-  Not  wet, but 
rather  dry  through  all  the  month. 

People  are  remarkably  late  with  their  work  this 
fall-all  in  the  greatest  confusion-business  srives  so- 

A  keen-frosty  morning-  I  hat’d  to  turn  out-but 
knew  no  better  way. 

Husking-wa3  the  toast  in  the  morning.  Cutting  up 
and  drawing  in  corn-the  main  business. 

M  Mr  Loan  Dewey-  Mr  George  Godfrey 
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boys  and  hounds  were  gathering  apples  here  this  P.M. 

The  labors  of  the  day  being  over-played  off  a  few 
tunes  in  Ira’s  kitchen.  Sent  home  Mr  Hull’s  flute.  Went 
to  Mr  Parsons-  read  a  piece  in  the  Aurora  sign’d  ’’Sidney’* 
which  went  to  show, according  to  the  nature  of  things, 
that , although  Prance  has  withdrawn  her  decrees  violat¬ 
ing  neutral  commerce ,Britian  will  still  enforce  her 
orders-  I  think  the  wr±er  reasoned  well. -Prom  the  shop, 
went  to  the  house-took  up  Mr  Parson’s  little  ponto  and 
sang  to  it  as  I  would  to  a  child.  Mrs  Parsons’  asked  me 
if-  amongst  all  my  singing-  I  knew  any  songs  ?  I  answered 
In  the  negative-no t  a  single  verse -wished  however  that  I 
had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able 
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able  to  sing  a  few  goods  ones  for  my  own  amusement  when 
alone-  Came  home-  wrote  some-  read  the  Aurora-  talk’d 
with  the  girks.  Mr  Walter  Waterman  came  here  this  eve- 
ning-to  be  in  readiness  to  work  for  us  tomorrow.  Uncle 
Zachariah,hi s  lady  3c  Ruth  arrived  here  this  evening.  Dry 
chilly , cloudy  &  in  the  evening-f reezing  weather. 


- 

* 

- 


* 

• 

•-  y.  • 

,y-  ■■ 

,  ■ 

'  -  ■ 

» 

. 

* 

• 

•  *  ^ 

; .  .  rf « 


’  t 


■ 

df-S2  v  -  -fj  - 


, 

■ 


k  ->i  1  .,c:  -A'.i  :  -  lac 


-  a 


- 


* 


, 

r  ■  -  : 

- 


v  *5  •-  ri  e©X-::tT'. 


•  c  rf-  -  -  •  ,  +  f •  *  .■ 

"  i  •  i . 


< 

« 

- 

* 

-  .  :  \  • 

f  v 


-  •’ 1  '• ; 


»  -  ■ 


•  .  ‘ 

~ 

.  ■  .  •  -  :  •  •  '•  ■ 

* 


.  Oi  ... 
k  -  :  ;• 


< 


0 

For  Friday 
see  Sat’d 


Thursday, Nov  2d.  Went  with  a  load  of  cider, 
apples  and  cheese  to  Mr  Timothy  Palmer’s-  Saw  his 
daughter  Clarissa  who  was  quite  unwell- ; ask’ d  her  father, 
who  has  been  a  widower  for  sixteen  years,,  if  he  had  no 
other  help  in  tfre  house-  he  said-  no-  I  thought  it 
seem’d  hardly  right-  But  ,  as  uncle  Fred  says  M  it’s 
none  of  my  bread  &  cheese.”  Had  Business  at  Mr  John  Law¬ 
rence  Jun’r.  His  lady  is  giving  me  an  errand  to  our 
people  concerning 
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weaving  she  is  doing  for  them-  addressed  me  with  ”Mr 
Herod-  do  you  tell  your  woman  &c”-  she  thought  she  was 
talking  to  Ira-whose  age  is  only  5  years  in  advance  of 
mime.-  Thank  fortune  I’ve  no  womanas  yet.  I  let  the 
mistake  go  without  Being  rectified.  On  my  way  home-a 
call’d  at  Atwood’s  still-  Sa*  Mr  W  Greene  &  Mr  Brown 
working  there.  Got  home  about  11  o’clock. 

Work’d  at  getting  in  corn. 

Very  cold-  snow’d  on  the  mountains-seemed  likely 
to  become  general, but  was  only  windy  and  cloudy. 

Friday  evening.  Did  not  spend  the  evening  so  profitably 
as  it  might  have  been.  Convers’d  some  time  with  the  girls 
concerning  what  young  gentlemen  would  best  suit  them 
for  sparks. 
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Several  of  those  who  live  in  the  neighborhoods 
were  spoken  of^  Sophia  wish(d  to  take  her  choice  out  of 
these  f Allowing  gentlemen-  Mr  Edmund  T  Locke,  Mr  Gideon 
House  &  Mr  Nauh’l  R.  Locke-  she  seemed  rather  to  prefer 
ithe  latter.  To  Lydia  I  recommended  Mr  John  Norton, Jun’ r- 
0  that  would  not  do  she  said-  she  really  believed  he 
felt  himself  above  her-she  was  sure  he  had  reason  to-  I 
tried  to  argue  her  out  of  such  a  notion  as  that-  I  felt 
myself  as  good  as  my  neighbors  &  my  family  as  good  as 
theirs-  Neither  did  I  believe  they  were  so  vain  as  to 
think  themselves  higher  than  us.  Lydia  finally  concluded 
that,  old  uncle  Josiah  Crawford, a  bacheilor,  wogild  do 
for  her  spark. 

Sounded  the  flute  awkllk-  wrote  some-  went  to  Ira*  s 
music  again-  Nath’l  Locke-there-  convers’d  some  with  him 
and  the  ladies.  1810  70 

Saturday, Nov  4th.  Cut  up  corn  yesterday-Very  cold. 
This  morning  had  business  with  the  young  cattle-  found 
them  in  Capt  Norton’s  pasture-  brought  them  back  into 
our  own  enclosures.  Had  an  errand  at  Mr  Parson’ s-saw 
Miss  Cutler-  observ’d  to  her  that  it  was  very  warm 
weather-  ironically-  so  pleasant  that  I  suppos’d  she 
would  walk  out-  hoped  to  see  her  at  our  house.  Attended 
pretty  strictly  to  the  business  of  the  day-  husking  corn 
in  .the  barn.  -In  the  beginning  of  the  evening Apleased  my 
fancy  with  a  few  such  tunes  as  "  Handel’s  Claranet" 
’’General  Muster”,  ”  The  Breeze  of  Orcatyre  ”.  ”As  I  one 

day, where  winding  Tay,”-  and  others-my  favorites.  Huskf d 
corn  till  9  of  clock. 
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Mr  Elisha  Waters  painted  Ira’s  kitchen.  Miss 
Rebecca  Cutler  spent  the  P  M  and  evening-  with  sister 
Lydia  and  Miss  Sophia  Waters.  Capt  Oliver  Waters, her 
father,  arrived  here  last  Saturday-  was  here  today. 

Mr  Walter  Waterman  &  Ira  frequently  stamped  with  their 
feet  &  thresh’d  their  hands  to  keep  themselves  warm. 

A  very  keen  morning-  Cloudy-&  frozen-  cwind  high  from 
N.W.  At  night  grew  more  calm, but  very  freezing. 

Sunday, Nov  5th.  The  morning  was  taken  up  in  writ¬ 
ing. Read  the  8th  chap’t  in  Zechariah.  Mother,  rnucfci  per  - 
plexed  with  my  tardiness  in  getting  ready  to  go  to 
Church.  It  was  with  reluctance  that  I  went  to  the  house 
of  Public  Worship.  Arriv’d  there  sometime  before  the 
meetting  was  opened.  Sat  in  M©?-Eowen  and  Robinson’s  bar¬ 
room  till 


1810  72 

the  morning  exercises  began.  Saw  several  of  the  most 
eminent  farmers  of  the  town- there, whose  conversation 
turn’d  principally  on  farming  affairs.  I  found  by  what 
I  could  collect  from  it  thatc a  great  many  apples  were 
are  to  be  made  into  cider-  many  potatoes  not  dug-great 
fields  of  corn  to  be  harvested.  They  agreed  that  it  had 
been  during  the  last  five  or  six  days-  remarkably  cold. 

Sacreamental  Sabbath-  Mr  Marsh  preach’d  from  John 
-6th  Chap’t-53d  verse-  which  was  calculated  to  prepare 
his  Christian  hearers  for  coming  to  the  Lord’s  table.. 
During-intermission-  with  Lydia  &  Sophia-at  Mr  E’a 
Waters-  Saw  Mr  Es  Taylor  &  his  lady.  Sacrement  admin¬ 
ister’d. 
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P.M. )-  and  the  wife  of  Mr  Seth  Hathaway-  taken  into  the 
Church-  Drklcl  music  to  an  ear  like  mine..  While  at  Mr 
Waters-read  in  theMWashingtonian  M  an  account  of  the 
close  of  the  life  of  Thomas  Paine-  from  his  attending 
physician.  After  my  return  home-spent  a  little  time 
writing-  Passed  an  agreeable  half  hour  at  Mr  Parsons’ 
with  a  female  friend.-  Came  home-  found  Mr  Waters  8c  Mr 
Taylor  here-  wrote  these  lines  and  prick’d  off  a  gamut 
for  Luther  Smith. 

Cold, but  not  so  severe  as  it  had  been  lately. 


Monday, Nov  6th.  Husked  corn  in  the  open  air.  The 

hurry  of  business  did  not  prevent  my  playing  a  little  on 
the  flute-  more  especially  in  the  evening-  took  condider- 


1810  74 

•  t 

able  satisfaction  with  it  alone  in  Ira’s  kitchen-  while 
the.  family  supped-  At  home,  the  enquiry  was-  Where  frave 
you  been  ?-  In  Ira’s  kitchen.  What  was  you  there  for, 
why  didn’t  you  sup  with  the  rest  of  the  folks  ?  Answer’d 
calmly -be cause  I  hadn’t  a  mind  to- 

In  the  latter  part  of.  the  day*  a  high  joke  was 
carried  on  about  my  becoming  Miss  Mary  Howe’  s__guitorJj 
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which  brought  forth  many  shrewd  observations.  .Joking  is 
is  the  life  of  conversation  •  Hisk’ d  till  late  in  the 
evening-  Mr  V/aterman  absent"  during  that  time— Mr  Tay¬ 
lor  and  his  lady- visiting  here  this  P.M.  -  Elisha  Waters 
and  lady-in  the  evening. 

Pleasant-  smokey  a  little-  S.W.  W’d. 
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Tuesday ,Nov  7th.  Went  to  Mr  Parsons  * -Conversed 
with  Miss  Cutler  &  Nath’l  Locke-  At  home-  read  the  8th  gl 
Chap’t  of  Zach’ r-Businees-cutting  up  corn-  all  of  it 
taken  out  of  the  field  and  laid  in  heaps  preparatory 
for  a  husking.  Ira  &  Mr  Waterman  went  two  ways~&  I  a 
third  to  invite  hands  to  attend  it.  My  route  was  by 
Capt  Norton’s, Mr  Milling’s;  Mr  Elijah  Fay’s,  Mr  Atwood’s 
and  Esquire  Smith’ s-At  Cap’t  Norton* s-saw  his  daughter 
Laura-  passed  the  usual  compliment.  She  invited  me  in- 
could  not  tarry-  was  sorry  I  could  not  spend  more  time 
with  H  my  aunt” -alluding  to  a  nickname  by  which  I  am 
used  to  call  her.  Saw  Mr  Elijah  Fay  gathering  apples 
with  a  stripped  blanket  over  his  shoulders-  like  an  old 
woman-  Mr  Millings  and  boys  working  with  him.  At  Esquire 
Smith* 3  Mr  Sam’ 1  Godf rey--grind 
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ing  apples  with  a  very  lazy  horse, which  he  whaled  fu¬ 
riously-  now  &  then-  Contrary  to  the  usual  mode  of 
dr iving-would  cry,whow-  found  that  was  the  way  to  urge 
him  onward-.  Came  from  Smith’s  to  Mr  Parsons-made  a 
stay  of  some  fifteen  minutes-  Mrs  Parsons  had  bought  a 
new  gown  for  Miss  Cutler-  asked  my  opinion  of  its  beauty 
call’d  it  handsome  though  it  was  so  dark  I  could  hardly 
tell  what  color  it  was. 

Our  husking  came  out  well.9not  many  hands, but 
what  there  were-good-  12  hands-  men  and  boys-  husk’d 
6  loads  as  it  lay  before  being  husk’d.  It  was  in  a  yard. 
Perhaps  11  o’clock  when  finish’d.-  Fluted  some-  accom¬ 
panied  Mr  Parsons  home-  at  his  earnest 
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solicitation.  Found  Mrs  Parsons  and  her  people  busily 
engaged  in  the  apple-sauce  line.  Amused  myself , perhaps 
at  the  expense  of  offending  others^,  with  instrumental 
music.  Made  a  short  stay.  Sat  up  awhile  at  home  reading 
the  Aurora  and  conversing  with  Mr  Montague  &  others. 

Mr  Erastus  Taylor  Sc  his  lady  lodged  with  us  this 

night. 

A  fine  day-  Clear-  aye  but  I  ought  to  say  smokey. 
Very  frostv  morning-  a  smart  air.  Apples  and  pumpkins 
much  (  inj)  injured  by  frost.  Some  farmers  have  a  great 
many  potatoes  now  in  the  ground. -to  dig. 

Wednesday, Nov  8th.  Were  all  fully  employ’d  in 
sorting  and  carrying  in  the  corn  which  was  husk’d  last 
evening-  and  mowing  the  husks.  A  new  method  was  used  to 
get  them 
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on  to  the  mow0  Bundles  of  them  like  hay  bound  with 
a  rope  to  carry  on  one’s  shoulder , were  slung  in  a 
paid  of  leading-lines , and  drawn  up  singly.  We  dispatch¬ 
ed  them  in  that  way  much  quicker  than  we  should  have 
done  it  with  the  pitch-fork.  Bather  opposed  the  scheme 
at  first-  said  boys  would  be  boys-  but  finally  was 
pleased  with  it  and  improv* d  on  it. 

Mr  Godfrey  &  Mr  Dewey  with  other  help-  gather’d 
appl©  here. 

Gov’n  Tichenpr  took  seventy  dollars©  due  from  my 
father  to  him  on  account  of  a  contract'  existing  between 
Hopkins  and  father-  for  land  in  Hopkinton-being 
the  interest  money  .which  has  not  been  paid  since  the 
land  was  bought  in  1807. 
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What  a  jumble  about  Tichenor , f ather  and  Doc’t 
Hopkins-  I  am  puzzled  with  it  myself-and  I  am  confident 
nobody  else  can  understand  it. 

At  night-  went  to  mill-  carri’d  Mr  Godffey.Mr 
Dewey  and  Mr  Sears  on  their  way  home.  Got  an  empty 
cider-barrel  at  Dewey’ s  which  he  had  boxrowtd-call’ d  at 
Mr  C  Faxon’ s*  took  a  bundle  of  new  clothes  for  Mr  Water¬ 
man-  He  talk’d  much-  Heard  his  daughter  sing-  thought 
p»e1fcty  well-  Took  in  grist  at  the  mill-  Calld  on  Maj  *  r 
Norton  for  his  casks  in  which  he  is  to  put  cider  that  he 
is  to  receives  at  our  press-had  not  got  them  ready. 

Went  to  Mr  Cushman’ s-saw  (Miss)  Miss  Clarrissa  Cutler- 
chatt’d  with  her  a  short  time-  bade  her  good  evening  and 
came  home.  Took  book,  pen  and  ink-  spent 
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the  evening  at  Mr  Parsons. 

Good  weather  as  could  t>e  asked  for  at  thi3  season, 
s  ome  smokey. 

Thursday, Nov  9th.  The  corn-field  was  cleared. 
Garden  sauce  dug.  Mr  Godfrey  &  Mr  Dewey  made  cider. 
Father  began  to  be  very  impatient ,bef ore  they  came  to 
work, in  the  morning.  Near  night  I  carried  some  cider 
to  Mr  Judd’s.  Saw  Miss  Electa  Hathaway^a  girl  who  lives 
with  Mrs  Judd.-  Had  business  with  Mr  Ault  in  another 
part  of  the  house.  Coming  home-  met  Miss  Electa-took 
her  to  be  Miss  Cutler  with  whom  I  had  koked  about  her- 
Call’d  out  to  her  ”Well,  I  have  seen  the  girl-  I’ve  seen 
Electa.”  The  poor  bashful  maid  passed  on  without  turning 
ha*  head. 
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Lowery, cloudy  &  chilly-  Wind  S.W.  Grandfather 
endured  great  pain  with  the  rheumatism  in  his  right  leg. 

Friday#Nov.  10th.  Gathering  apples  for  Godfrey  & 
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Dewey-waa  the  main  business.  Mr  Dewey  hooped  Major 
Norton’s  barrels.  Mr  Godfrey  received  some  assistance 
about  grinding  apples. 

Cloudy,  chilly  and  some  rainy  wind  pretty  high 
in  the  S. 

Saturday,  Nov  11th.  Much  like  yesterday.  Major 
Notion's  cider  was  carried  to  him.  I  assisted  Mr  Godfrey 
at  the  press.  The  cider  was  carried  to  him  in  the  eve¬ 
ning.  I  went  home  with  him  to  bring  back  the  waggon. 
While  Mr/  Dewey  assisted  him  about  getting  in  his  cider 
I  entertained  his  children, as  well  as  myself , playing  on 
the  fife  and  flute. 
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The  E  wind  made  a  great  roaring  in  the  E  part  of 
the  town.  Cold-  picking  up  apples.  Some  rainy. 

Sunday, Nov  12th.  The  greatest  part  of  the  A.M. 
read  newspapers.  P.M. -walked  with  Mr  Walter  Waterman  to 
Church-  into  which  I  didn’t  go,  but, leaving  friend 
Waterman  there, passed  on  to  col  Pay’s  and  there  read 
Josephus  2  or  3  hours  concerning  Isaac,Ishmael,  Jacob,, 
Esau,  Rebecca,  Rachel,  Leah,  Dinah,  Moses  and  other  folks 
who  cut  a  figure  in  those  days.  I  waa  well  pleased  with 
what  I  read-  Took  a  budget  of  newspapers-  &  on  my  way 
home  call’d  at  Mr  Parson’s*  Convers’d  some  time  with  the 
two  Miss  Cutlers-  very  agreeably  entertain’d.  Nearly 
dark  uhen  I  got 
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home.  Mr  Waterman  said  there  was  a  thin  meet ting-  no 
preaching-  reading,  by  Capt  Jonas  E  Robinson.  Spent 
the  evening  at  Mr  Parsons’-  read  one  or  two  good  pieces 
in  Scott’s  Lessons. 

1  observed  to  Mr  Waterman  when  going  to  meettimg 
that  I  had  hitherto  lived  a  happy  life, but  futurity 
look’d  dark  to  me-  ipy  prospects  not  at  all  bright-  felt 
quite  low-spirited-  Contemplating  the  winding  path  of 
life, made  me  feel  disagreeably  Sc  I  was  sorry  to  have  it 
Sunday  on  account  of  not  being  allowed  to  take  a  touch 
or  two  on  the  flute.  Here’s  some  bad  grammar  and  bad 
spelling, but  it  must  go.-  I  am  a  great  blunderer. 

An  E  storm  prevailed-  much  wind  &  rain. 

Monday, Nov  13th.  We  finished  gathering  appl®  in 
the  morning.  Mr  Godfrey  and  Mr  Dewey  came  late  and  put 
up  a  cheese.  Husking  in  the  barn-the  chief  employment. 

If  my  head  sparkled  with  wit  as  some  Sam  Poote’s 
does, I  might  relate  a  lively  anecdote  about  Mr  Godfrey, 
his  dog  and  the  king  of  our  flock,  nis  Majesty  broke 
away  from  the  place  of  his  conf inement-several  fruitless 
attempts  were  mad£  to  take  the  Royal  prisoner.  At  last 
Mr  Godfrey  propo*d  letting  his  great  houdd  fall  upon  him. 
Mars,  j(  for  so  he  named  him)  began  the  chase.  His  Majesty 
leaped  into  the  meadow-a  great  bustle  was  made  among  the 
cattle ,horses  &  a  few  of  His-  Maj  esty’ s  subjects  residing 
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with  them.  Every  time  Mars  attempted  to  seize  the  king- 
such  a  bold  front 
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was  presented  towards  him  that  he  was  glad  to  seek 
his  own  safety  in  retreat.  Mr  Godfrey .father  and  Mr 
Waterman  after  a  long  chase  caught  His  Majesty  and  put 
him  in  his  former  position.  Good  reader-  have  charity- 
I  earnestly  beg  of  you  to  have  charity-  I  feel  my  weak¬ 
ness-  I  won’t  say  in  my  head-  but  in  ray  bones. 

Just  at  dark  went  to  Mrs  Parson’s  saw  Miss  Rebec- 
xa  Cutler  and  her  sister  clarrissa  get  into  his  Parson’s 
chaise  to  go  to  Mrs  Charles  Cushman’s.-  whence  Miss 
Rebecca  goes  in  the  stage  to  Troy, on  the  morrow. 

Several  barrels  of  cider  were  run  into  the  cellar 
in  the  evening. 

Rainy-in  a  considerable  degree.  Wind  S.E.  Ira 
brought  three  empty  hogsheads  from  Atwood’ s  still, wnere 
we  have  depoisted  15  barrels  of  cider. 

Uncle  Clark  Harwood, ray  father’s  eldest  brother 
arriv’d  here  this  evening.. 
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from  Westminster.  Hot  very  cold. 

Tuesday, Hot  14th.  The  work  wa?  chiefly  about  the 

cider. 

Mr  Godfrey  and  Mr  Dewey  finished  their  job  of 
making  cider.  They  had  made  51  barrels-  one  third  belong 
ing  to  them-  On  my  part  I  must  set  thisn  day  down  one 
of  my  lazy  days*  Pather  went  to  town  late  in  the  P.M. 

I  went  to  Parsons’  to  get  the  Green  Mountain  Parmer- 
The  post  hadn’t  brought  it-  Talk’d  some  time  with  Mrs 
P&rsons-While  there  Mr  Andrew  Parsons- arriv’ d  from 
Hoosack-  said  it  was  very  sickly  at  the  Pour-corners 
and  Palls,  Spent  my  time  rather  uneasily- thinking  the 
business  at  home  required  ray  presence.  I  am  apprehensive 
other  people  experience  such  feelings  when  idle. 

Practis’d  music  and  commenced 
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writing  a  letter  to  Mr  Jonas  Harwood, Esq. -Help’ d  Ira 
cut  down  a  cheese.  Mr  Luther  Smith  played  the  flute  with 
me  till  late  in  the  eveniiig.  His  friend  Hath’l  Locke- 
keeping  time  by  stamping  heavily  on  the  ground  and  whis- 
tleing. 

Calm-the  E  storm  being  over.  Cloudy-Wind  South* 
Every  day  since  the  beginning  of  this  months I 
have  dated  wrong.  Wednesday  was  the  last  day  of  October1; 
which  is  put  down  right .but  in  writing  the  first  of  Nov., 
I  carelessly  wrote  Wednesday  for  Thursday-and  have  not 
discovered- the  mistake  till  now. 

Wednesday, H<?v  14th.  The  last  heap  of  our  apples^ 
was  ground.  Mr  Hick  s  son  James  inf ormed, that  his  father- 
could  not  furnish  barrel 3°-  to  hold  his  cider;  sc  soon  as  h© 
had  agreed  to-Pather-some  disappointed-continued  making 
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cider*  tie  and  Uncle  Clark  walked  to  town  P.M.- 
Agreed  with  Col’n  Fay  to  take  one  of  hie  merino  rams 
wwhile.  Ira  kept  about  his  wirk  ’till  noon-was  then 
taken  ill  with  lameness  in  his  back  and  side,  Mr  Water¬ 
man  stept  in  and  help’d  about  the  business, 

-Well  entertained  in  the  evening  hearing  uncle 
Clark  relate  some  very  good  stories. 

Rainy  and  warm.-  Wind  S*-  I  said  rainy-  how  much? 
-0  moderately.  Let  me  see  if  I  can  write  a  couple  of  as  * 
handsome  figures  as  are  placed  on  one  corner  of  this 
page  88.  I  ain’t  suited  now,-  I’ll  stop  where  I  am- 
I  should  advise  you  to-  says  some  squinting  fault-find¬ 
ing  good-natured  charitable  Christian  reader. 
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Thursday, Nov  15th.  Pressing  out  cider  and  husk¬ 
ing  corn, busied  us  this  day.  I  finished  writing  the 
letter  which  I  begun  on  Monday.  It  goes  in  father’s  name 
to  his  brother  in  Hopkinton-  making  him  acquainted  with 
what  has  lately  happened  in  this  family  and  the  death 
of  several  persons  of  his  acquaintance  in  this  town.- 
The  payment  made  to  Gov’r  Tich’r  Vide  p,78-  His  inten¬ 
tion  of  taking  me  with  him  on  a  visit  to  that  place.  It 
mentions  his  brother  Clark  being  here-  The  crops-  sick¬ 
ness  in  Hoosack  &c  &cA-  Han’t  time  to  say  more  of  it. 
V/arm,  cloudy  &  some  rainy.  I  should  say  the  W’d  was  Sth. 


Friday, Nov  16th.  I  loitered  abut  much-  hated  to 
be  in  the  barn  husking-  liked  to  hear  uncle  Clark  tell 
stories, -had  a  provoking  chase  after  the  horses  after 
dark-  wish’d  to  stable  them  on  account 
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of  its  storming-  felt  vex’d-walk’d  &  ran  alternately- 
call’d-  Good  jack-  Good  jack-  Good  jack-, repeatedly 
without  effect-  Whistled  and  sung-  used  some  harsh 
language,  After  going  all  over  the  meadow  in  that  man¬ 
ner-found  them  sung  in  a  corner-  Undertook  driving  them 
to  the  stable, but  they  steer’d  off  another  way-  and  I 
left  the m  and  came  to  the  house-  dried  the  boy’s  feet. 
Hot-  epend  so  much  precious  time  to  write  down  a  byyish 
action-and  so  poorly  composed  and  penned.  I  hear  some 
one  of  common  education  say-  Well, if  I  own’d  this  book 
and  had  plaster’d  it  over  as  it  now  is-I’d  seal  it  up- 
put  it  under  lock  &  key, or  letthe  flames  devour  it.- 
I  waceBtt  warrent  nobody  should  have  such  a  picture  of 
my  ignorance  to 
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look  on-  He  may  have  his  say  and  I’ll  keep  on  writing- 
if  the  first  line  of  this  page  is  a  little  down-hill.. 
Rainy, dark  and  foggy,  ^egan  to  grow  cold  as  night  came 
on, snow’d  some.  Ira  out  of  health-no t  able  to  work. 
Grand-father-confined  to  the  house  with  a  rheumatic  com- 
plaint-has  not  pray’d  in  his  family  for  several  days. 


My  writing  hinders  me  from  reading  the  Aurora- 
Pen-  stop-  I  will, for  I  am  tired  of  marking  down  your 
nonsense-  and  going  so  awkardly  as  you  guide  me.  In¬ 
sulting  rascal!  I'll  throw  you  into  yon  "black  mire- 
What,  talk  so  to  your  master  !  -I'll  throw  you  into 
yon  black  mire  !-and  there  you'll  remain  till  you  are 
so  humble  as  not  to  be  quite  so  forward  in  telling  me 
the  truth  when  I  don't  like  to  hear  it.  Happiness-where 
is  that  curious  creature  called  Happiness  ?-  Why 
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I  have  often  heard  of  it-  and  am  now  in  full  pursuit 
after  it, but  I  don't  come  up  with  it  any  nearer  than 
the  hind  wheels  of  a  waggon  do  with  the  fore  ones. 
Instead  of  keeping  as  near  it  as  I  am  now,  I  shall  slip 
backwards, as  years  come  tumbling  over  my  head.  -Since 
it  is  so, then  let  me  enjoy  the  present  hour.  I  am  now 
blessed  with  a  kind  father, a  tender  mother  and  two  sis¬ 
ters  very  dear  to  me-  placed  here  to  associate  together- 
to  alleviate  the  paind  of  an  aged  Father  &  Grandfather 
and  administer  comfort  to  him  in  his  declining  years- 
left  as  he  is  without  a  partner.  I  say  let  me  innocently 
indulge  myself  with  the  charming  sound  of  the  flute, -or 
more  usefully  with  a  book  or  a  newspaper. 
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Saturday,  Nov  17th.  Took  the  cart  to  Maj ' r  Norton^ 
to  get  it  mended-  Chain'd  the  oxen.  Had  business  in 
Janes's  store-  Saw  the  Berkshire  Reporter  and  persued  it 
some.  Took  leave  of  uncle  Clark  who  had  business  there 
too-  Going  to  the  northern  part  of  the  State.  Tried 
several  pairs  of  Dr.  James'  spectacles-could  see  very 
well  in  all  out  one, which  were  concave.  From  the  store- 
went  to  Mr  Rowley's  shop.  Met  Mr  Hicks  who  informed  me 
thefc  he  could  procure  no  barrels , consequently  could  buy 
no  cyder  of  my  father-  Swore  stoutly  about  Cap't  Sam' 1 
Blackmer-the  man  of  whom  he  had  expected  to  receive  the 
barrels. 

Asked  Mr  Rowley  about  his  flute-had  sold  it  to 
Mr  Smedd-Said  he  talk'd  of  going  to  Boston  and  would 
purchase  one  for  me, if  I  wished  him  too.  Told  him  I 
should  like  it  much.  Stepp'd  into  Mr  Smead's  printing 
office-found  him  out  of  humor  with  the  people .because 
they  show' d  so  little  patriotism  in 
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supporting  our  infant  manufactures. -Play* d  a  few  tunes 
on  his  flute. No  work  done  at  Maj * r  Norton's  shop. -Con¬ 
cluded  on  going  to  Mr  Hull's  shop-  Saw  the  man, a  few 
rods  S  of  the  meetting  house-greatly  hurried-could  not 
do  the  work  very  conveniently  'till  Monday.  I  fac'd 
about  and  went  to  Col'n  Fay's  and  took  in  the  merino  raip 
which  father  had  agreed  with  him  &  Gen'l  Robinson  to 
keep  one  year, and  brought  him  home-  How  big  that  sounds 
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now  to  say  '’General  Robinson"*  Thomas  Paine  said 
titles  are  nick-names.  As  simply  as  they  are, men 
are  fond  of  giving  and  receiving  them*  Vaiity , vanity- 
saith  the  preacher-  all  is  vanity* 

Our  merino  (quarter  blooded)  was  turned  out  with 
a  dozen  choice  ewes-  in  a  pasture  by  themselves. 
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Mr  Elisha  Waters, who  was  setting  glass  for  Ira 
this  P*M«  butcher'd  a  sheep  for  us.  I  got  down  my 
flute  early  in  the  evening  and  took  up  time  with  it 
which  I  ought  to  have  devoted  to  a  better  use. 

Ruth  Harwood  became  driver  for  Lydia, Miss  Waters 
and  other  ladies, who  attended  a  quilting  at  Mr  Sam'l 
Robinson's  Jun' r-nick9named  "The  Hotel",  Ruth  managed 
skilfully  and  did  honor  to  herself .-After  dusk  when 
they  returned  home,  Miss  Waters  learnt  the  news  of  her 
brother's  being  married  to  Miss  Ann  Dorr- ,  darighter  of 
Dc't  Jona'n  Dorr  of  Cambridge-N. Y.  Mr  Waters  goes  by 
the  title  of  Doctor  Worthy  Waters.  I  think  I  have  great¬ 
ly  ornamented  my  journal  by  inserting  it.  I'll  try  to 
better  it,  Doct'r  Worthy  Waters . "  Not  quite  so  straight 
as  I  could  wish.  I  own  I  am  no  grammarian.  "I  know  it 
well  enough,"  says  my  friend,-  "I  wonder  at  you  for 
putting  it  down, when  it  is  so  plainly  to  be  seen  in 
every  page  you  have  written." 
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Nov  17th.  Chilly, muddy  cloudy  weather.  W'd  N* 


96 


Sunday, Nov  18th,  Held  a  long  conversation  with 
my  parents ■ in  the  morning  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  I  had  been  brought  up.  I  had  very  little  to  com¬ 
plain  of-  Thought  they  had  suffer'd  me  to  remain  too 
much  at  home, which  caused  me  to  feel  great  diffidence 
abroad.  I  took  a  part  of  the  blame  on  my  own  shoulders- 
said  if  I  should  ever  have  a  family  to  bring  up-  I  would 
educate  them  and  drive  them  from  home-if  they  had  not 
a  disposition  to  go  themselves.  I  begin  to  think  I  have 
erred  in  not  going  among  people  more  than  I  have.  The 
consequence  of  it  is  ignorance  of  manners , which  in  fact 
is  ignorance  of  human  nature.  Persons 
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in-myvsiituation  know  much 

write  their  sentiments  on  _  _  _  _ 

me  to  spell  the  word-situation-  wi'tti  2  i&s  in  the  first 
syllable  ?-Nobody. 

Helped  off  a  load  of  our  people  to 
took  up  most  of  the  day  writing  in  this 
ing  the  Aurora.  Pleasant.  Wind  Sth  . 


better  than  they  speak  &r 
th£$  subj  ect.  _Who  taught 


Church- and 
book  and  read- 


Monday,Nov  18th.  Mr  Waterman  went  away  early  in 
the  morning  to  work  for  Cap't  Jacob  Safford.  (I  must 
cronfess  Cap't  Jacob  Safford*  s  name  is  handsomely  writ¬ 
ten  above)  Ah-  blot 
off  a  scholar1 s 


too 
book  i 


withal-  how  neatly  that  sets 


# 


We  made  an  end  of  husking  corn  for  the  present 
year-tpday.  Reckon  160  bushels  merchantable  corn- this 
year’s  crop,  Ira  growing 
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growing  better  in  health,  Finishing  off  husking  and 
other  light  jobs  of  work  constituted  the  business  of 
the  day, 

Mr  Isaac  Judd  paid  us  a  short  visit-and  Mr 
Ephaim  Taylor  too-  Both  of  them  good  neighbors.  Mr 
Jedediah  Palmer  dunned  for  wheat  due  him  for  reaping- 
Had  none  out  for  him.  Father  offer’d  him  money, but  he 
chose  wheat. 

A  black, cloudy ,muddy, rainy  day-  Wind  Sth. 

Had  no  time  in  the  evening, to  read  because  I  had 
to  shell  corn-  Would  tune  the  flute  some -and  after  tte 
family  retired  to  rest-  wrote  the  96th  97th  &  98th 
pages  in  this  book, 

I  must  not  omit  mentioning  Mr  Ault’s  bringing  me 
a  pair 
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pf  boots  which  he  had  just  finish’d  off. -Suited  well. 

Mr  Ault  entertain’d  us  with  his  conversation, which  is 
generally  lively  and  instructive , some  time  this  evening 

Tuesday , Nov* r  20th*  Assisted  in  getting  Ira  off 
with  the  waggon  to  carry  one  of  the  cart-wheels  to  the 
black-smith’s  to  be  mended.  Thresh’d  beans-  Help’d 
run  down  the  same  gentleman-mention* d  p,84. bound  &  put 
on  board  Mr  John  Norton’s  waggon, this  gentleman.  Rode 
home  with  Mr  Norton.  Assisted  in  ( g)  taking  Cap* t  Nor¬ 
ton’  s  ram  among  our  main  flock- the  merino  being  provid¬ 
ed  with  12  companions  out  of  it-Cap’t  Norton  taking  our 
ram  in  exchange. 

Near  the  close  of  the  day  father  went  to  Mr  Hull’s 
to  bring  home  his 
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cart-wheel«--mended  awkwardly  enough.  Now  see  how 
worldly  his  son  was  in  his  absence.  See  him  alone  in 
Ira’s  kitchen  with  his  notes  before  him  and  flute  to 
his  lips-  puffing  away  half  an  hour-  ’till  darkness 
obscures  his  notes  so  that  he  can  no  longer  see  them, 
which  puts  him  in  mind  of  what  he  is  to  do, that  which 
ought  to  have  been  done  before.  Now  is  this  living  a 
good  life  -is  this  improving  one’s  time  to  the  best 
advantage  ?  No ,  I  know  very  well  it  is  not.  But  I  $hink 
there  is  but  little  time  in  this  life  to  enjoy  pleasure 
r  and  that,  while  young,  and  if  I  can  catch  a  few  flying 
moments  and  spend  them  in  so  pleasing  a  manner  I  have 
related  above-it  cheers  up  my  desponding  soul-and  dis¬ 
pels  the 
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fog  which  rather?  round  it.  To  he  sure  I  an  not  much 
troubled  with  for  as  yet, however  at  a  distance  I  see  a 
great  cloudrising .  -  I  say  now  is  the  tine  for  re  to 
enj  07  life. 

Hot  prettily  I  have  fin’d  off  this  pare-  writing 
the  fourth  line -a  plaguey  hair  was  on  ry  pen-  0  how  it 
Texes  re  to  see  '  it)  anything  blotted  off  so. 

Yrcte  sore  in  the  eTening  at  Ira’ s ' and  read  the 
Aurora.  Yucle  Clarh , who  had  given  up  his  northern  ex¬ 
pedition  and  arriv’d  here  about  sunset, gave  his  opinion 
concerning  several  passages  of  scripture  and  3 ore  parts 
of  ancient  profane  history. 

Tam  and  ruddy-  Tin!  high  in  the  S  till  night-then 
as  high  fror 

Tednesiay ,Ho v’ r  21st.  Shoveled  ding  all  day-  butd 
did* nt  set  right  to  ry  bones. 
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Mr  George  Godfrey  k  Mr  3ph’r  Taylor  assisted  in  the 
business . 

Hiram  only  look  on  this;  Don’t  you  know  how 
long  you  was  gone  this  roming  at  Mr  Parsons4 -when  you 
▼ent  to  borrow  his  shovel  ?-  There  you  saw  Huntington’s 
Arp  olio  Harrcny  which  had  beside  rules  for  singing- 
instructions  for  the  Tlute* k  Bass  Viol  -and  view’d  it 
sore  tire  ?  Yes-yes,  I  know  it  well.  That, take  up  your 
tire  so-  in  the  rids t  of  business  when  the  days  are  so 
short  and  winter  just  at  hand-does  this  look  like  a  ran 
of  business  ?- I  care  nothing  about  the  ran  of  busines- 
I  ar  a  ran  of  pleasure. - 

C cld-ground  sore  1 rc zen-Tind 
I  took  great  pleasure  in  rusic 
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rusic  and  discoursing  with  uncle  Clark,  -e  charged  re 
particularly  to  keep  these  words  in  r -re rb ranee-  "Good 
words  rake  irierds.bad  words  rake  enemies*  I  was  well 
suited  with  his  conversation.  It  would  be  good  for  re 
to  frequent  the  company  of  ren  as  well  informed  as  he 

Thursday,  Hot’ r  22d.  Tork  the  s are -ren  the  same 
as  were  here  yesterday.  Sore  tire  in  the  P.M.was  inform 
ed  of  Miss  Tryphosa  Jewett’s  being  at  our  house, on  a  vis 
it.  I  left  my  work  and, without  brushing  up  much .found 
ry  way  into  the  parlour  and  seated  myself  among  the 
ladies-  Vas  a  little  embarrassed  on  first  entering  the 
room, but  was  soon  relieved  from  it  by  entering  into  a 
lively 
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conversation  with  them.  The  chief  topic  was  old  bachel- 

l§£§  11155  Tryphosa’s  sister  Eunice 

. Te  a^eed  asontst  us, that  old  bachellors 
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8c  old  maids  live  the  happiest  life.  The  time  I  spent 
with  the  ladies  was  short  but,  afforded  me  much  sat¬ 
isfaction. 

Uncle  Clark  went  to  Mr  Hicks*  where  he  took  up 
his  lodgings  for  the  night  to  be  in  readiness  to  go  in 
the  stage  across  the  G  Mountains-next  morn*g. 

In  the  evening  read  the  Index  to  Holy  Bible-  from 
the  departure  of  Israelites  out  of  Egypt  to  their  en¬ 
trance  into  the  land  of  Canaan  under  the  conduct  of 
Joshua.  Tried  over  a  number  of  tunes  which  I  have  col¬ 
lected  together. 
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Nov* r.22d  Pleasant.  Moderately  cold. 

Friday,  Nov*r  23d.  Business  same  as  on  the  20th 
21st, 22d  and  23d. {  a  bull-too  late  to  mend  it.)  Mr 
Godfrey  not  here.  Ira  assisted  Mr  Taylor  in  drawing 
dung.  Father  complained  of  being  unwellfbut  would  keep 
about  his  business. 

This  morning  I  spent  rather  unprof itably, though 
I  did  that  which  was  very  pleasing  to  me.  An  hour  or 
two  passed  away  in  conversation  ^ith  father, mother , 
Cousin  Ruth  and  sister  Lydia.  It  chiefly  concern* d 
what  class  of  people  it  would  be  best  for  us  to  go  into 
to  make  choice  of  our  partners.  Mother  thought  hired 
men  and  hired  girls  of  good  reputation, industrious 
habits  and  agreeable  dispositions  were  the  people  with 
whom  she  choose  to  be  connected.  No  opposition  was  made 
to  this.  Father  wished  not  to  estimate  the  standing  of 
his  children  in  the 
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world  too  low, net  that  he  despised  such  persons^ as 
mother  had  mentioned , but  he  would  have  them  consider 
themselves  as  good  as  their  neighbors .notwithstanding 
their  neighbors  being  a  little  better  educated  and  in 
their  manners  more  polished.  Manners  and  education- 
there  is  the  stick  with  me-  possessed  of  these  I  might 
gain  respectability  among  my  neighbors  and  acquain¬ 
tances.  But  now  I  am-what  ?  A  raw  ignorant  booby-- 
not  capable  of  receiving  but  little  instruction  nor  to 
communicate  any  to  others.  This  is  what  catiiBes  me  to  be 
low  spirited, melancholy  and  dejected.  A  want  of  edu¬ 
cation  is  plainly  seen  in  every  page  of  my  writing. How 
clumsily  expressed  almost  every  idea  is, which  I  have 
attempted  to  convey  ?  I  think  I 
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am  in  some  measure  acquainted  with  my  defetts. 

I  practised  music  and  pricked  off  a  tune  from*'The 
Songster’s  Museum.*'  Cold  and  cloudy-  Wijd  N.W.  S.W. 
somewhere. 

Saturday, Nov* r  24th. Everything  went  forward  as  it 
did  on  the  23d.  Mr  Dewey  worked  for  us. Mr  Elisha  Waters 
worked  at  j olner-work.  He  received  the  news  of  the 
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of  his  brothff  Adam,  which  happened  on  the  13th 
instant,  he  lived  in  the  town  of  Swanton.  I  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  him>  and  his  wife , who 
is  now  left  among  strangers  with  three  small  children 
with  nothing  but  her  hands  to  support  herself  and  them* 

This  evening  I  trifled  away  as  I  did  the  last. 

A  very  clear  air  and  pretty  keen* 

Sunday , Nov’ r  25th*  I  was  all  the  forenoon  pre¬ 
paring  to  go  to  Church.  Went  to 


1810  108 

Col’n  Fay’s  and  borrowed  Auroras-af ter  some  chat- 
concluded  the  A.M*’ s  exercise  must  be  closed-went 
into  the  singers  seat  and  view’d  their  singing  books 
and  psalm-books- to  see  in  what  year  they  vere  printed, 
thrum’ d  the  bass  viol-took  seat  in  a  pew  and  read  the 
Aurora  of  the  27th  of  Oct’r  till  the  mini ster ,Mr. 
Matticon  of  Shaftsbury  entered  the  pulpit, t.c  whom  I 
paid  pretty  close  attention*  He  took  his  text  in 
Math’w  16th  Chap’ t  26th  verse.  In  the  first  place  he 
took  a  view  of  the  importance  the  text. -then  to  de¬ 
fine  what  the  soul  is-in  doing  which  he  related  an 
anecdote.  A  squaw  was  asked  what  her  soul  was  ?  She 
answered,  **It  is  my  think,”  And  afterward  went  on  to 
show  the  immense  value  of  the  soul.  I  think  he 
preach’d  well. but  too  long*  Hespeaks 
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with  a  clear  voice  ,and  when  engaged  his  words  flow 
in  quick  succession  but  are  distinctly  pronounced. 

Take  him  every  way, I  guess  we  may  call  him  a  good  preach 
er.  (My  hand  acts  as  if  it  was  drunk-blundering  so 
crookedly  acorss  this  paper).  When  returning  from 
Church  I  fell  in  company  with  a  certain  Mr  Morgan  from 
Wilmington, who  is  about  to  begin  a  school  in  Hoosack- 
didn’t  have  any  conversation  with  him-  At  home  common 
concerns  being  attended  to-  evo^thing  put  to  rights- 
spent  the  principal  part  og  the  evening-writing.  I 
felt  a  kind  of  dissatisfaction  in  my  mind  all  day¬ 
thinking  of  my  insigniff icance  in  education-  in  the 
knowledge  of  men-in  the  performance  of  business-  and 
how  serious  a  matter  it  is  to  become  settled  down  in 
the  world  with  a  family  to  pro- 
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vide  for-  considering  the  great  variety  of  accidents 
which  happen  to  us  in  that  state  of  life-causing  us 
trouble  and  affliction*  I  think  I  can  look  nowhere 
but  that  I  discover  my  fellow  mortals^in  some  kind  of 
trouble  or  other*  In  fact  the  world  certainly  does 
look  dark  and  unpleasant  to  me.  True  it  is  that  I 
enjoy  many  pleasant  hoars, but  what  is  that, it  an’t  going 
to  last  always-  I  must  begin  to  think  of  bye  and  bye- 
Yes,,  bye  and  bye-there*  I  view  scenes  too  serious  for 
my  imagination  to  dwell  long  upon  without  wishing  my- 
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self  back  again  to  days  of  youth  and  carelessness, 
when  I  had  no  care  for  tomorrow.  I’ll  sing  the  tune 
of  "Banish  Sorrows"  and  go  to  bed-  at  least  I'll  prom¬ 
ise  myself  the  pleasure  of  giving  it  a  touch  on  the 
flute. 
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The  intention  of  marriage  between  Mr  Heman  Rob¬ 
inson  and  Miss  Betsy  Wadsworth  was  publish’d  this  day- 
and  another  couple;  whom, I  did  not  distinctly  hear. 

Very  fair — growing  moderate. 

Monday, Nov* r  26th.  The  business  begun  on  the  21st 
wasnf inish’ d.  And  a  flooring  of  wheat  threshed.  Mr 
Godfrey  and  Mr  Dewey  assisted.  Mr  Taylor  commanded 
the  team-  Mr  Godfrey  and  Mr  Dewey  were  very  j  ovial* 
would  often  bring  in  the  odd  names  of  their  dogs-  Mars 
and  Cable-  for  merriment.  Wind  high  in  the  S.  Some  rainy 

Tuesday  ,Bov<!tr  2  7th.  Worked  with  Ira-banking  his 
house  in  the  morning-the  rest  of  the  day  assisted  about 
winnowing  or  I  ought  rather  to  say  raking  off  the  straw 
and  winnowing  6  bushels  of  wheat,  visited  neighbor  Pa3> 
sons-  wanted  to  pick  up  a  up  a  newspaper  there-  G.Efc  Mt 
fanner- Sept  10th-  that  I  had 
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lost, but  they  had  none  of  that  date.  Mr  Parsons  came 
home  with  me.  had  stuck  a  nail  in  his  foot -afterward  • 
went  on  to  Mt  Anthony, with  Mr  Brown  and  Mr  Judd, which 
he  tho’t  caused  it  to  pain  him  a  good  deal-swore  9ome 
about  it-  Wished  to  get  some  beef-gall  to  apply  to  it. 
Mpre  than  half  the  evening  was  worn  away  practising 
music.  Wrote  a  few  lines  and  redd; some  in  the  Aurora, 
a  lenghty  piece  taken  from  a  London  £aper.  -written  I 
suppose  by  Cobbet,on  the  affairs  of  Holland, particularly 
and  the  Continental  Policy  generally-  entertained  me 
ver#  well. 

The  Street-lot  is  now  the  toast.  Mr  Hinman  is  like 
ly  to  be, or  is  already  in  possession  of  it. 

A  letter  from  Mrs  Anne  Waters- brings  (intelling) 
intelligence  of  her  being  left  entirely 
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dependant  on  the  charity  of  her  neighbors  and  low  in 
health.  Her  situation  is  really  distressing..  Black, 
muddy  weather.  W’d  S. 

Wednesday , Ho v*  r  28th.  I  thought  on  the  26th  that 
we  should  shovel  no  more  manure  this  fall, however  the 
same  business  wastaken  up  today  and  I  believe  finally 
done  with.  Last  evening  a  subscription  paper  was  drawn 
up  by  Mr  Sam’l  B  Young  and  put  into  my  father’s  hands; 
to  go  and  solicit  alms  for  Mrs  Anne  Waters.  He  found 
ftimself  an  unfit  agent  in  the  business  and  return’d  home 
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without  having  done  much.  Mr  Montague  goes  with  it 
tomorrow,  he  made  cider  here  today.  Takes  apples  oi 
Mrs  Hinman.  Mr  Taylor  worked  here.  Mr  Elisha  Waters 
worked  at  joiner-work  yesterday  and  today .-making  a 
cupboard  in  the  kitchen.  After  supper-took  a  book 
of  newspapers 
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which  1  borrowed  last  spring  of  Mrs  Billings  and 
carried  them  home.  Pound  Mr  Oliver,  Mr  Frederick 
Jewett  and  Mr  Thomas  Colvin  there.  The  latter  gentle¬ 
man  was  transacting  business  there  with  Mrs  Billings. 

I  sat  and  heard  them  awhile, till  my  patience  had  nearly 
left  me  and  rose  from  my  chair  asif  I  had  intended  to 
go  home-  Mr  Jewett  said,”Come  are  you  going  along,” 

I  don’t  know  said  I-  and  then  stept  into  the  old  bar¬ 
room, where  I  had  left  my  flute, and  began  playing  on  it. 
The  roogi  being  empty-  the  sound  of  the  instrument  was 
greatly  benefited  by  it.  Miss  Sophia  soon  entered  the 
room  with  a  light  and  invited  me  to  take  a  seat  by  a 
stand.  I  readily  complied-  taking  from  my  pocket  a  set 
of  tunes  which  1  played  over  much  to  her  apparent  sat¬ 
isfaction.  "That’s  a 
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a  very  good  one-  What  do  you  call  it  ?-  I  am  fond  of 
music.  Can  you  play  the  nightingale  ?**  Answer’d  in 
the  negative.  Turning  to  the  notes-going  over  it  once 
or  twice-  suited  her  very  well.  I  passed  an  hour  per¬ 
haps  in  this  way.  I  was  very  politely  treated  by  Miss 
Sophia-  she  urged  me  severzl  times  to  go  back  into  the 
kitchen, but  I  chose  to  be  in  a  room  that  would  sound. 

I  bade  her  good  night  and  set  my  face  towards  -  home, 

Mr  Jewett  nad  gone  on  sometime  before.  Sounded  up  a 
few  tunes  on  the  way-  Saw  and  conversed  withiMr  Levi 
Jewett  and  Mr  Columbus  J.  Bowdish.  They  said  they 
should  attend  school- during  the  ensuing  winter.  Mr. 
Henry  Millings  came  out  and  invited  me  jro  call  at  his 
father’s, but  did  not  comply  with  his  request.  Between 
8  and  nine  o’clock  when  I  reach’d  home. 
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Miss  Waters  and  sister  Lydia  went  to  watch  with 
Mrs  Cook  thi3  night.  It  is  thought  Mrs  Cook  will  not 
survive  giany  days.  Cloudy-mild-wind  W-in  the  evening 
was  N.W.  -  grew  cold  and  a  little  flurry  of  snow  whit¬ 
en’d  the  ground  in  some  places. 

Thursday, Nov’ r  29th.  Mr  Parsons  and  father  put 
their  heads  together  and  repaired  the  lower  part  of 
their  wood-roads.  I  went  home  with  Mr,, or  I  suppose  I 
ought  to  say, uncle  Taylor  to  bring  home  the  oxen  and 
waggon, which  he  used  to  transport  a  sheep  and  a  keg  of 
cider  to  his  house.  While  Mr  Taylor  went  in  to  see  Mrs 
Hinman  to  do  some  business  with  her-  seeing  the  door 
of  the  cellar  to  her  new  house  open, ray  curiosity  led 
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me  into  it.  Here  I  found  plenty  of  apples  and  a 
few  hogsheads  of  cider.  I  put  some  apples  into  my 
pocket  and  went  aoout 
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my  business;  They  had  been  butchering  at  Mrs  Hinman* s- 
gave  uncle  Ephriam  some  liver*  Ira  unwell- did  no  work* 

I  was  at  the  cider-press  a&out  the  going  down  of 
the  sun-  Miss  Sophia  with  her  visitants  aarne  there. 

I  felt  and  acted, talked  and  thought  awkwardly  among 
them.  One  of  their  number-  Miss  L$dia  Jewett- they  had 
leftin  the  house, whqsft  I  wished  to  see.  They  all  immedia 
tely  ran  to  the  house  and  informed  her  of  it, and  return 
ed  with  her.  "How  do  you  do, Miss  Lydia  ?"  said  I.  "Very 
well, I  thank  you-how  do  you  do  ?"  she  replidd.  I  an¬ 
swered  her  thus,  "XAs1 well  as  co-  usual."  I  saw  the 
plagues  laugh, but  I  made  no  apology.  They  played  off 
a  good  many  high  pranks-  Got  into  Mr  Montague*  s  cart- 
threeor  four  of  them, while  one  was  so  good  as  to  be 
driver  for  them-  Full  of  laugh  and  jokes.  I  waited 
upon  the  ladies  to  the  house  and  left  them.  I  passed 
away  my  time  in  the  evening  wi'-th 
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• 

music-  pen  and  paper  and  being  in  company  withrMiss 
Sophia*  s  ladies  and  gentlemen.  What  gentlemen  ?  Mr 
Nath*l  R.  Locke  and  Mr  Henry  Mellen. 

Hot  many  days  in  Nov* r  do  we  see  pleasanter-  aye 
why  not  say  more  pleasant  than  this  day, chilly  fall- 
air  and  cloudy  and  muddy  besides,  such  crooked  bio ting 
work,  I  abibve  all  things  abhor  to  see.  I  will  find 
fault  with  myself  and  it*  s  nobody’s  business.  I  am  a 
plaguey  slack, lubber-heeled, ignorant  dunce*  I  ought 
to  go  to  school  for  years'  to  learn  how  to  spell  the 
common  words  of  the  English  Language.  I  ought  to  be 
--what  ?  Contented  to  be  what  I  am-  is  that  it-  to 
remain  in  ignorance  all  my  days  ?  No, no,-  I  can* t  have 
it  so  Come  up  here, old  Duane-  let*s 
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see  what  you*ve  got  to  offer  ?  I  wouldn’t  swap  you 
for  all  the  federal  and  many  of  the  democratic  editors 
on  this  Continent. 

Friday, Nov* r  29th.  Nov*r  30th.  Mr  George  Godfrey 
butchered  a  bull  for  us.  Assisting  in  this  matter  and 
doj.ng  otner  trifling  affairs, was  all  of  importance  that 
concerned  me  this  day. 

Our  people  pared  apples  in  the  evening.  I  was  a 
helps*  one  way  or  the  other,  to  accelerate  or  to  hinder 
the  business,  convers’d  much  with  Miss  Waters  about 
the  kind-of  company  I  would  have  her  keep  &c,--  Joked 
some  about  paying  attention  to  some  young  ladies- of 
rank  and  education, who  would  as  readily  take  up  with  an 
Indian’s  company  as  mine, for  whom  I  care  as  little  as 
they  possibly  can  care  for  me.  Mr  Nath’l  Locke  assisted 
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with  a  machine.  Mr  Elisha  Waters  painted  the  work 
which  he  lately  put  up  in  the  kitchen. 
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This  being  the  laafet  day  of  Nov’r  it  might  be 
of  some  use  to  make  some  general  remarks  on  the  weather 
but  I  have  not  time  to  attend  to  it, so  1*11  pass  it 
by  for  the  present. 

Saturday,  Not  Nov’r  but  Dec’r  1st.-  Not  half  so 
fairly  written  as  the  day  was  fine.  Really  pleasant 
in  the  forenoon-a  little  more  chilly  in  the  P.M.  and 
some  cloudy.  A  man  might  ride  and  not  feel  the  want  of 
mittens. 

We  carried  out  a  parcel  of  leached  ashes  on  to 
the  meadow  S  of  the  barn;-  uncle  Ephriam  wanted  the  team 
to  draw  some  wood  home,  (some)  assisted  in  the  business. 
Father  and  I  helped  him  load  his  wood, which  he  got  from 
a  bass-wood  tree  on  Gen’l  Robinson’s  land,  -Before  he 
went  home  he  put  a  gallows  on  a  certain  cow’ s  horns 
which  pushed  at  horses  sometimes,  went  on  with  his 

wood  and 
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I  went  actoss  the  -(0  dear  !  see  how  monstrously  ugly 
I  write)  I  went  through  the  fields  to  Col’l  Fay’s. 
Followed  him, who  had  just  got  home  from  a  ride  to  the 
E  part  of  the  town,  into  his  kitchen-  Passed  the  usual 
compliments  with  Mrs  Fay, though  in  a  homely  style, who 
bade  me  take  a  seat-adding, ”  we  are  full  of  business 
here.”  Seeing  what  it  was  I  replied  MIt  is  good  to  have 
business  with  meat.*1  She  said  the  best  part  of  it  all 
was  to  eat  it  after  being  well  cooked.  Saw  her  neice 
Miss  Charlotte  Gray-  dressed  in  a  calico  gown  with 
loose  and  very  short  sleeves  that  covered  her  arms  but 
a  small  distance  from  her  shoulders.-  Tried  to  dis¬ 
cover  beauty  in  her  face, but  could  not-  perhaps  on 
account  of  being  near-sighted.  I  borrow’d  the  latest 
set  of  Auroras  and  old  Hudibras  and  measured  the  ground 
towards  home-  stoppd  into  Mr  Hunt’ 3  eflapp-  saw  Mr  Joseph 
Plank 
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-Asked  him  for  a  song-book  belonging  to  Mr  Hunt- 
thought  I  might  have  it  is  it  should  be  at  home-gave 
me  two  numbers  of  "The  Washingtonian”-  Said  Mr  Hunt 
received  more  numbers  than  he  could  get  rid  of-  Call’d 
at  the  house-  song-book  lent  to  Stephen  Robinson. 

After  spending  a  few  minutes  at  Uncle  Taylor’ sdtook  the 
team  and  came  home.  Read  Hudibras  and  the  Aurora- 
awhile  in  the  evening-  took  notes  and  flute  to  Ira’s 
and  tried  myself  with  them  and  assisted  Ira  &  Docia 
some  in  preparing  apples  to  dry.  .  Mother  cruelly  af- 
t lie ted  with  the  tooth-ache- ^Grandfather  growing  better 
of  his  rheumatism-  Ira-  so  as  to  be  about, but  unable 
to  work. 


Sunday , Dec ’r  2d.  Read  newspapers  and  Hudibras- 
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-Not  so  well  pleas’d  with 
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the  latter  as  I  expected  to  he  when  I  borrowed  it. 

When  I  say,  I  read, it  is  not  to  he  understood  that  I 
pursued  it  incessantly-  many  little  things  interrupted 
me;  besides  my  mind  is  not  capacious  wnough  to  take  in 
many  ideas  in  a  short  time.  Ir  read  much  more  than  I 
study.  I  am  what  I  am-  all  attempts  to  matamorphose 
me  into  anything  good-  that  is,,  a  right , sprightly , 
discerning, pretty  behaved, sociable , sensible , well  edu¬ 
cated  young  man,  would  prove  fruitless.  See  me  go  to  a 
neighbor’s  house-  there  I  am  treated  handsomely-  Well, 
what  do  they  get  in  return  for  it  ?  Awkard,  stiff, 
homespun  manners  arnd  dry  unint eresting  conversation.. 
This  is  the  way  I  shall  shove  along  through  the  world.. 

I  believe  I  am  determined  to  be  a  poor  man  all  my 
days-  how  every 
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line  of  page  123  rund  down  hill. 

In  the  P.M.  I  paid  my  old  friend  Mr  Joshua  Gates 
a  visit.  Carried  with  me  a  bundle  of  newspapers , some 
of  which  he  read.  I  staid  there  about  three  hours- 
conversed  some  on  different  topics  and  read  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  Niagara  Falls- in  ”  The  Wonders  of  Creation  ” 
taken  from  Weld1  s  travels,  which  suited  me  very  well. 
Took  supper  with  Mr  Gates  and  his  mother.  She  was 
not  very  well.  I  noticed  when  she  was  preparing  supper, 
her  son’s  being  very  qmick  and  handy  in  the  business. 

-I  thought  within  myself  that  it  would  be  well  for  me 
to  know  more  about  cookery  than  I  do-  perhaps  I  shall 
become  an  old  bachellor;  in  that  case, in  my  present 
condition,!  should  make  a  pretty  poor  tilt  of  it. 


1310  125 

My  visit  was  quite  an  agreeable  one.  I  invited  Mr  Gates 
to  call  at  our  house  and  spend  an  evening  with  us.  He 
said  he  would.  When  I  was  coming  home  I  passed  through 
Cap*  t  Norton’s  wood-house;  it  happened  at  that  instant 
that  Miss  Laura  Norton  came  out  to  wash  herself  at  the 
rain-trough.  I  had  a  short  but  funny  conversation  with 
her,,  as  I  always  do, whenever,  I  am  in  her  company.  I 
don’t  know  a  person  of  her  sex  that  i3  more  easy  in( oh) 
her  behavior, and  more  lively  in  her  conversation.  Now 
when  I  am  acquainted  with  a  young  lady  and  can  be  placed 
in  a  thin  company, where  there  is  not  so  much  use  for 
form  and  parade,  I  can  find  enough  to  talk  about.  But 
out  me  into  a  ball-chamber  and  there  I  am  wound  up  at 
once,-  or  in  fact  let  me  enter  a  room  full  of  ladies 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  quilting  or  on  any  usual 
occation-  and,  were  it  not  for  my 
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tawny  complexion-  a  rosy  blush  would  be  discovered  on 
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my  face , by  every  devil  of  them-  and  I  should  make  some 
shocking  wild  movements ,hesides  being  frightened  to 
death*  This  proceeds  in  my  being  indulged  to  remain 
forever  in  my  old  home-spun-  chimney-corner  habits. 

Middling  cold-  cloudy--wind  N.W*  No  foddering 
has  been  (dome)  done  here  till  yesterday  morning-since 
last  spring.  :| 

A  little  past  sundown, when  I  got  home  from  Mr 
Gates’s-  Wrote  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  evening* 

Doct'r  Swift  was  here  this  morning-thinks  grand¬ 
father’s  leg  is  doing  well*. 

Monday , Dec’ r  3d.  Threshing  and  winnowing  a  small 
wuantity  of  wheat, was  the  chief  business.  The  day3 
are  so  short  and  I  hunder  so  much  at  least  do  not  for¬ 
ward  the  work  much, that  we  do  very  little* 
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Our  cow&>  were  bowed  up  at  nightc(I  don’t  see  as 
there- is  much  profit  in  my  writing  so  much-  I  don’t 
learn  to  be  any  more  of  a  penman  for  it  as  I  see-  I 
am  only  blotting  and  staining  sheets'  that  might  be  put 
to  a  better  use--  I  guess  I’ll  let  what  remains- to  be 
written  this  evening,  lie  over  till  another  opportunity** 
and  go  to  bed.  It’s  thanksgiving  works  now  among  the 
women  and  girls-  on  that  account  very  cross  and  full  of 
business)  (Crooked  writing-enough  on’t  ) 

Tuesday, Dec’ r  4th.  Ira  and  I  drew  some  wood  to 
his  door-  the  first  drawn  there  since  last  spring- 
wood  that  was  prepared  for  the  fire  from  an  oak  log  on 
the  rocks  W  of  the  barn.  (Too-too  particular-  Too  par¬ 
ticular  , here.  It  won’t  do  to  be  so  particular.)  Near 
the  close  of  the  day-took  notes  and  flute  down  to  Par¬ 
son’  s  3©p  and  amused  myself  with  them  till  candle-light- 
No'rton  ing.  Saw  Mr  Wm.  Morgan  t  there.  In  was  standing  by  the 

cutting-board  playing  from  my  notes-  Mr  Parsons  coining 
to  it  , to  do  some  business-  I 
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said  "Then  you  must  have  the  board  I  suppose,”  Says, 

Mt  Norton  ”he  has  taken  possession  of  your  singing- 
board.  ” 

I  had  a  poor  chance  to  read  this  evening-the  peo¬ 
ple  were  so  full  of  Thanksgiving  notions.  However,  after 
they  retired,!  wrote  three  or  four  pages*; 

On  the  3d  instant  it  was  cloudy-wind  rather  N 
eastwardly  and  snow’d  on  the  mountains  most  of  jrhe  time 
and  some  here.-  The  fourts-  cloudy  and  not  very  cold. 

Pew  gain  faster  in  penmanship  than  I  do-  AM  How  gain? 

Why  in  the  same  way ' that  (  )  a  man  would,. in  trying  to  • 
climb  a  rugged  hill-  for  every  foot  he  would  gain  he 
would  lose  two* 

Wednesday, Dec* r  5th.  A  dozen  bushels  of  corn- 
thresh’d  out-  A  load  of  slabs  bro’t  by  Ira  from  Isaac 
Godfrey’s.;  A  grist  of  corn  carried  to  mill*  With  the 
slabs  we  made  a  shelter  on  one  side  of  the  barn-yard. 
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I  took  a  walk  with  my  father  in  the  evening  to  the 
house  of  Mr  Nathan  Mellen,  to  see  him  abdut  hi3  taking 
our  school;  "but  he  was  gone  from  home.  I  made  a  short 
tarry  there  and  then  in  company  with  Mr  Henry  Mellen 
came  to  Capt  Norton*  s  and  went  into  his  son’s  part  of 
the  house.  Capt  Nprton  and  Mr  Loomis  were  there.  The 
former  gentleman  requested  me  to  play  on  my  flute. 

I  granted  it.  After  awhile  friind  John  came  down 
stairs;  &  in  the  course  of  the  evening  his  three  eld¬ 
est  sisters  took  seats  in  the  room.  I  kept  up  a  pretty 
steady  stream  of  music-  perhaps  rendered  myself  odious 
on  that  account, hut  I  hope  not*  I  had  my  notes  with 
me  and  went  over  with  several  pieces  of  music  with 
Miss  Lucretia.who  has  a  soft  melodious  voice.  The 
girls  scattered  off-  and  in  an  little  time  I  tucked 
up  my  spectacles  and  time-book-and  came  whistling, 
musing  and  fluting  along  home* 

I  must  notice  at  least  one  mistake  I  made  this 
evening.  I  was  playing  a  tune  nan*. 
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ed  HBanishish  Sorrow*1 -and  after  I  had  gone  through  with 
it, observed  to  Mr  Luman  Norton  in  his  wife’s  hearing-- 
**That  will  do  for  David?  alluding  to  a  hymn  which  was 
much  in  vogue  during  the  time  of  the  Reformation  in 
Bennington-  7  or  8  years  since, when  Mrs  Lydia  Norton, 
among  other  young  peopleyas  brought- over  to  the  faith 
by  the  preaching  of  Mr  James  Davis.  The  tune  I  now 
mention  being  in  several  parts  of  it  like  the  hymn, 
put  it  into  my  head  to  speak  as  1  did.  I  must  learn  to 
think  three  times  before  1  speak  once-  especially  in 
company.  (Friend, did  you  notice  my  blunder  in  writing 
the  name  of  that  tune  I  have  been  talking  about  ?  If 
you  haven’t  just  cast  your  eye  on  the  first  line  of 
this  page.) 

Mild  kind  of  weather  some  cloudy. 

Thursday,  Dec’t  6th.  Thanksgiving-day. 

Father  invited  me  to  go  with  him  to  Church  but  I  had 
not  an  inclination  tp  go  there--  I  had  other  matters 
to  attend  to.  Read 
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Hudibras-  wrote  some--  collected  a  parcel  of  news¬ 
papers  (The  Green  Mount’  Farmer)  and  sew’d  them  to¬ 
gether-  pricked  off  tunes-  perhaps  read  the  Aurora 
too-and  I  can’t  tell  half  what  I  did  or  thought-  it 
would  do  no  good  if  I  should.  I  know  I  felt  too  lazy 
to  rig  up  any- so, on  that  account, when  the  family  and 
those  that  partook  with  them,  sat  down  to  supper, I 
slipped  off  with  my  tune-book  and  flute  and  amused 
myaelf  in  Ira’s  kitchen, till  the  matter  was  over.  I 
took  supper  with  the  children.  A  long  time  after  sup¬ 
per  I  spent  in  Ira’s  house  by  myself-  fluting  and  sing¬ 
ing.  I  didn’t  feel  right-  somehow  my  mind  was  in  an 
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uneasy  pickle.  I  must  3top  by  the  way  and  tell  who 
took  supper  here, besides  the  inhabitants  of  the  farm. 
First ,  Mr  S,  Robinson  Jun’r  his  lady  and  two  youngest 
children.  2d  Miss  Annis  Stone  and  Miss  Ruth  Harwood 
3d  Miss  Esther  Street,  youngest  daughter  of  Mrs 
Street.  How, I* 11  go  on  again.  When  I  had  satiated 
my  fancy  with  my  wild  per 
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formance  in  Ira’s  kitchen,  I  came  home  and  wsrote  near¬ 
ly  the  whole  of  p.  129.  A  number  of  our  neighbors  were 
in.--  Mr  Nathan  Mellen,Mr  Thomas  C  Parsons  with  his 
brother  Jehial  and  likely  enough  some  other  Mr  that 
I  do  not  recollect.  They  told  some  stories  and  talked 
politics  a  little  and  about  Bonapartte  and  Vermont-money 
(hey  here  l  Vermont  money, I  see,  according  to  the  line 
in  which  it  is  written, is  going  to  make  me  a  poor  man — 
see-  l  how  I  began  to  go  down-hill  .)  I  saw  Mr  Mellen 
write  the  word  "Chump”  so  as  to  read  as  well  topsy-turvy 
as  when  placed  in  the  common  position.  His  affairs  are 
in  such  a  situation  that  die  thinks  himself  obliged  to 
take  their  school  in  the  center  of  tne  town--  He  pro¬ 
poses  Mr  A.H. Avery  as  a  teacher  for  thi3  district  if  he 
van  be  had.  (What  a  homely  set  of  capital  L’s  this, as 
well  as  otherpages  in  this  book, exhibits.  Why  not  rank 
every  letter  I  have  ever  made  under  that  term  ?  Com¬ 
paring  the  whole  together  truth  compels  to  do  it  ) 
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I  was  in  company  during  the  latter  part  of  the  evening 
at  Ira^s  with  Mr  Nath’l  R  Locke, sister  Lydia, Miss  Wa¬ 
ters  and  Miss  Theodocia  Montague. 

Mrs  Susannah  Riley , amiable  consort  of  Mr  Josiah 
Riley,  departed  this  life  yesterday  about  ten  O’clock 
in  the  morning* 

Pleasant  and  muddy- -the  wind  came  from  some  quarter 
or  other--  I  can’t  tell  where. 


Friday , Dec* r  7th.  Early  in  the  morning  I  visited 
friend  Elisha  Waters  and  got  him  to  cut  my  hair.  P.M. 
put  on  my  best  and  marched  on  to  Court-house  hill.  Went 
into  the  Post  office-spent  an  hour  there  alone-only  now 
and  then  one  passing  through  the  room-as ,Mr  Harry  Rob¬ 
inson  and  his  brother  Isaac, and  some  others. -Haw  the 
funeral  procession  of  Mrs  Riley  pass  by.  Having  read 
newspapers  as  long  as  I  wished  to, and  nobody  belonging 
to  the  office  making  his  appearance-  I  went  over  to  the 
Printing  Office.  Mr  Smead  produced  his  flute, and  after 
playing  some  excellent  pieces 
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landed  it  to  me.  I  told  Mr  Smead  his  performance  made 
me  sick  of  myself.  He  said  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  I  should  play  as  well  as  he  ;  having  practiced  ever 
3ince  he  was  a  young  lad.  I  went  through  with  the 
following  pieces--"As  I  one* day, where  winding  Tay,” 


"Robinson*  s  March,"  "New  London  Assembly"  "Oscar  and 
Malvina  ",  The  Blufetird  "  "Fisher's  Hornpipe  "-and 
"Too  Plain  Dear  Youth  "  which  I  have  not  perfectly 
learned  yet.  The  first  and  second  of  these  ;pieces 
Mr  Smead  liked  very  much  and  wished  to  be  possessed 
of  them.  I  told  him  I  would  prick  off  the  notes  and  let 
him  have  them.  Mrs  Smead  came  into  the  printing  room 
to  hear  the  music.  Mr  Alex*  H.  Avery  was  there-  talked 
with  him  about  taking  our  school,  he  tho't  he  could 
not  take  it.  A  lady  who  had  never  seen  the  opperation 
of  a  printing  press  came  in.  Mr  Smead  was  not  working 
at  the  press, but  condescended  to  show  her  the  manner 
in  which  he  conducts  his  business.  I  went  back  to  the 
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Post  Off ice--found  Mr  Merril-  the  P.M.  Capt  Abel  and 
Capt  Hicks  there. Sobn  after  I  had  enter'd  the  room, 

Mr  Safford  Robinson  came  in.  They  talked  over  several 
subjects  and  among  the  rest, started  the  question  whether 
corn  is  better  for  cattle  and  Worses  ground  with  the 
cob  ?  Mr  Hicks  and  Mr  Robinson  argued  on  the  affirma¬ 
tive  and  Capt  Abel  on  the  negative*  I  said  nothing 
about  it. -and  I  don't  remember  much  of  what  they  said, 
if  I  could, I  should  not  stay  now  to  write  it.-  Bought 
the  map  of  the  State  of  Vermont  of  Mr  Merril- on  credit- 
price  $1.-  Asked  for  a  book  at  Mr  Haswell’ s , entitled 
"The  trials  of  the  human  heart, "but  it  was  consumed  in 
$he  fire  which  happened  on  the  17th  of  May  1809.  On  my 
way  home-met  Mr  Smead  in  the  street  and  held  a  conver¬ 
sation  of  several  minutes  with  him  on  the  subject  of  a 
circulating  library. — Now  I'll  tell  you  how  it  was  in 
the  evening-  Our  folks  we re  visited  by  Uncle  Eph'm 
Taylor  and  family--  Mr  Parsons , brother  Hial  and  wife  & 
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Mr  Isaac  Judd.  But  stop  here--  on  looking  at  the  bottom 
of  the  last  page  I  find  I  have  been  guilty  of  a  horrid 
deed-no  less  than  parting  man  &  wife.  I  put  Mr  Parsons 

brother  between  him  and  his  dear -  I  was  alone  at 

Ira*  8  most  of  the  time- -piping  zealously.  To  top  off-- 
I  rode  with  Uncle  Ephraim  and  his  folks  to  their  house 
and  brought  back  the  waggon. 

Sister  Lydia--poor  girl- -had  no  friends  to  visit, 
nor  any-body  but  married  women  to  visit  her.  Miss 
Waters  and  Miss  Montague  were  with  a  collection  of  young 
people  at  Mr  Frederick  Jewett's. 

It  snow'd  some  today  and  in  the  evening, but  only 
enough  to  whiten  the  ground-and  middling  cold. 

Saturday, Dec' r  8th.  Ira  and  I  got  timbers  for 

runners  on  which  the  horse-barn  was  to  be  removed.  I 
was  at  Parsonses  late  in  the  P.M.  -had  an  hour's  chat 
with  Hial.  Felt  much  indisposed  to  work.  Cloudy, 
windy  and  cold. 
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Sunday, Dec* r  9th.  I  did  n’t  go  to  Church  nor 
do  anything  more  wicked  than  reading  newspapers  and 
pricking  off  "Robinson’s  March"  for  Mr  Smead. 

Tolerably  cold  and  pleasant. 

Monday, Dec’ r  10th.  Father  and  Capt  Norton  on 

Saturday  held  a  long  conference  with  Mrs  Hinman  on  the 
subject  of  the  Street-lot.  It  was  then--  (I  don’t 
pretend  to  say  much, nor  know  much  of  the  affair  ) 
concluded  that  Mrs  Hinman  should  sell  one  quarter  of  it 
to  him  and  a  quarter  to  Capt  Horton.  Father  felt  sick 
of  it, and  went  to  the  old  lady  this  morning  and  gave 
up  the  bargain,  he  feels  himself  much  injured  by 
their  conduct  in  respect  to  the  Street-lot  matter.  I 
won’t  bother  myself  with  thi3  stuff.  Our  carpenter, Mr 
Waters, came  on  and  directly  commenced  preparations 
for  moving  the  the  horse-barn.  I  left  him  and  Ira 
scoring  and  hewing  and  went  with  father  and  Mr  Parsons 
on  to  the  side  of  Mount  Anthony  and  assisted  them  in 
measuring  and  viewing  land--  And  viewing--very  likely 
that  I  could  assist  them  in  viewing — this  looks  like 

grammar.- .  After  this  walk,  I  was  steadily  engagd 

with  the  rest  of  the  good  folks, in  the  horse-barn  works 
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Went  to  Mr  Young’s  Office  in  the  evening  and 
agreed  with  him  to  let  me  go  there  and  study  grammar. 
Another  blunder.  When  I  first  entered  the  office  and 
seated  myself --observing  a  person  writing  at  the  table 
with  his  back  towards  me--  I  thought  it  must  be  Mr  Alex 
H.  Avery-and  broke  out--  "How  do  you  do, Mr  Avery"  — - 
When  lo  2  it  was  young  Mr  Samuel  H  Blackmer.  I  mended 
the  matter  in  my  coarse  style  and  let  it  go.  Called 
at  the  Post  Office--no  paper--  Took  Aurora  from  Col’n 
Fay’s--  where  I  saw  Mr  Charles  Follet  and  Mr  David 
Robinson, Jun’ r  transacting  business  of  a  private  nature, 
--and  came  home.  At  Ira’s --found  Miss  Lucretia  Horton 
who  had  come  with  her  sister  Laura  for  an  evening  visit, 
I  walked  home  with  the  ladies.  On  the  way  we  were  very 
sociable.  I  had  a  character  for  each  of  us  to  assume- 
I  was  nephew  to  Miss  Laura  and  Miss  Lucretia  an  old 
maid  who  had  lately  taken  up  her  residence  in  my  aunt’s 
family.  I  represented  myself  as  having  been  placed 
very  young  under  the  care  of  my  aunt, and  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the 
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great  paind  she  had  been  at  to  educate  me, still  I  re¬ 
mained  a  dunce.  I  gave  her  credit  for  all  she  had  done 
ahd  claimed  her  friendship , which  she  said  would  always 
remain  unbroken.  Every  word  of  my  conversation,  I 
mant  to  have  innocent  and  inoffensive , but  on  thinking 
o varwhat  I  hadaddressed  to  Miss  Lucretia, while  in  the 
character  of  an  old  maid, I  feared  she  might  think  I 
attacked  her  real  character.  Because, I  used  language 
something  like  this--  "H  ere’s  an  old  maid  who  has  re— 
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fused  many  a  fine  offer.”  Enquiring  of  my  aunt, 

"Where  does  she  live  v-doesn’t  she  live  in  a  part  cf 
the  town  where  there  are  but  few  young  men--  and  thee 
so  ordinary  that  she  will  have  nothing  to  say  to  them?” 

She  said, several  times, the  reason  why  she  came  to  be 
an  old  maid, was  on  account  of  scornfulness  &c.”  How¬ 
ever--!  shan’t  trouble  myself  about  it,-  I  don’t  think 
I  did  anything  much  out  of  the  way —  therefore  I’ll 
say  that  I  was  delightfully  entertained. —  the  moon  giv¬ 
ing  a  good  light- -we  had  a  pleasant  walk--tho’  the  wind 
did  blow  hard  from  the  "Every  which  way”  sometimes -- 
and  the  road  some  uneven.  I  did  n’t  go  into  the  house, 
but  bade  the  ladies 

1810  140 

good  evening  and  scimmed  across  the  lots  back  to  Ira’ 3- 
there  I  read  in  the  book  of  Samuel  what  is  recorded  of 
Saul — how  he  would  have  put  his  son  Jonathan  to  death 
for  disobeying  his  command ;-when  he  had  ignorantly 
transgressed  and  had  been  the  means, that  day, of  saving, 
by  his  skill  and  courage, the  whole  house  of  Israel  from 

being  destroyed  by  the  Phillistines - if  the  people  had 

not  joined  as  one  man  in  interceding  for  him.  I  read 
more  but  I  can’ t  stay  to  tell  how  much. 

Father  and  Mr  Ault  settled  their  accounts  last 
Saturday  evening.  Aults  account,  Father’s 

of  8  or  10  month’s  standing 

Very  chilly  in  the  morning-wind  strong  from  the  S. 
grew  warmer  toward  night.  In  the  evening  the  wind  get¬ 
ting  about  into  the  H.W,--it  grew  cold--  Wind  very  high. 

Tuesday , Dec’ r  11th.  I  won’t  have  anything  to  do 

with  particulars  aoout  this  day.  I  shall  3ay,  with  some 
difficulty  the  horse-barn  was  moved  up  to  the  great  bam 
--I  shall  say, we  were  all  very  glad  to  see  it  there.-- 
I  shall  say 
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that  to  do  it,  Mr  Eph’r  Taylor, Capt  John  Horton  (Mr  E  ) 

Mr  Seth  Montague, Mr  Saniel  Church,  Mr  Wm  Horton,  Mr 

Elijah  Fay , Jun’ r, Mr  Isaac  Judd  and  Mr  T.C. Parsons - 

besides  Mr  Elish  waters, tne  master-workman, assisted  us. 

It  was  done  with  rollers.  And  lastly  I  shall  say, it 
took  us  from  9  in  the  morning  till  sun  an  hour  high  at 
night  before  we  could  complete  the  business. 

j  C.o  m-p-l-g-t-e , compleat - that's  a  compleat  compleat) 

They  were  served  with  the  best  the  climate  afforded. 

Cold  frozen  weather--  partly  pleasant  and  partly 
cloudy.  — Say  one  thingh  more — say  the  oxen  and  horses 
added  their  mite  to  the  great  mass  of(stenght)  strength 

collected  in  so  many  men - add  it  was  found  to  be  of 

great  use  too. 

;; 

—  Sunday,  Dec’r  16th.  I  shall  brief ly  state  what  I 
have  done  since  the  11th-  Thirteenth--  Assisted  in  put¬ 
ting  up  a  board-fence  and  gathering  up  fragments  about 
the*. spot  on  which  the  horse-barn  stood.  Wind 
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high  from  the  south-snow’ d  in  the  P.M. 
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Mr  Montague  threw  off  a  cheese  from  the  cyder-press 
that  he  had  been  pressing  days.  The  cider-mill  was 
taken  down,  Mr  Eph*r  Taylor  worked  here,  and  Mr  Wa¬ 
ters -  Wednesday  the  fourteenth--  I  have  spelt 

it  right —  went  to  Mr  Asher  Wilcox*  s- -was  not  at 
home-gone  to  carry  his  children  to  school- -waited  a 
while- -amusing  rnyself  at  the  same  time  reading  Mr. 

John  Williams*  account  of  the  taking  of  Deerfield 
by  the  Indians-  Jan*y  1704.  Mrs  Wilcox  after  clear¬ 
ing  her  breakfast  table .went  to  washing.  I  told  her 
my  errand, which  was,  to  get  some  money  of  Mr  Wilcox 
which  he  owed  father  for  three  spring  calves  that  he 
had  bought  of  him  a  few  days  before;  and  a  request 
from  father  to  him  that  he  would  take  them  away.  She 
answer *d  well  enough, but  I  hav*t  time  to  write  it. 

She  enquired 
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who  I  was,,  and  I  told  her.  I  saw  apples  in  a  dish 
on  the  table  and, considering  myself  as  one  of  the 
swinish  multitude,!  gave  myself  liberty  to  take  a 
few  of  them.  I  was  there  the  greatest  part  of  an 
ftour.  Nothing  uncommon  happened .during  the  rest  of 
that  fair  day.  father  went  to  town  with  the  gtils 

to  get  their  great-coats  cut  out, in  a  sleigh - 

Thursday--the  fifteenth.  Sleighing--tolerable-- 
four  or  five  inches  of  snow.  A  shelter  for  the  waggon 
was  erected  and  other  business  attended  to/ 

Cloudy  and  tolerably  cold.  Friday  the  fourteenth 
What  did  I  think  when  I  put  down  yesterday  and  day 
before--  14th  &  15th  ?-  I  find  this  was  the  day  on 
which  we  built  our  waggon  shelter--  I  am  lost-  not 
having  attended  to  my  writing  strictly  enpugh--  it 
won* t  do  to  let  it  go  so--  In  the  evening  I  visited 
the  house  of  Mr  Frederick  Jewett.  Firsf  enter* d  the 
kitchen--f ound  Mrs  Jewett  alone 
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reading  a  small  book  entitled  "The  destruction  of 
Jerusalem**.  After  a  little  conversation  she  put  it 
into  my  hands  and  I  read  several  pages  to  her*  Her 
son  (Mr  Levi  Jewett-  a  spoiled  only  son  like  myself) 
entering  the  room  in  the  mean  time.  Bye  and  Bye  Mr 
Jewett  comes  in  and  brings  with  him  Mr  Perez  White 
of  Pownal.  He  was  pretty  full  of  talk-  frequently 
using  his  favorite  phrase  **  and  when  you"  done"  in 
almost  every  sentence  he  uttered.  Soon  after  ,Mr 
John  Norton  Jun’r  took  his  seat  in  the  room.  Mr  Jewett 
shewed  us  several  books, the  most  important  of  which 
was, the  book  of  martyrs,  which  contains  many  cuts, 
heatly  executed-  illustrating  the  various  scenes^  of 
cruelty  which  are  there  recorded-  these  we  viewed  aid 
then  Mr  Norton  and  I  successively  read  the  account  of 
the  great  massacre  that  happened  in  Ireland  on  the  23Ld 
of  October  AD  1641 .and  events  which  fol 
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lowed  that  to  (  )  the  end  of  the  contest , between 
the  Papists  and  the  Protestants  oft  that  kingdom, 

Mr  Jewett  said  he  must  go  to  bed, so, taking  off  his 
coat, threw  himself  on  to  his  bed, but  kept  up  a  lively 
conversation?-  chiefly  concerning  Mr  Ben,  Covel  of 
Troy  and  his  (Jewett* s  )  brother  Loan,  and  would  fre¬ 
quently  quit  his  bed  and  sit  or  stand  before  the  fir$, 
awhile, and  then  go  to  bed  again.  I  left  the  kitchen 
and  entered  the  parlour  among  the  ladies ,who  had  been 
quilting  on  Miss  Tryphosa* s  bed-quilt.  The  company  of 
ladies  was  composed  of  the  following  persons^-Miss 
Persis  Smith,  Miss  Lucretia  Norton,  Miss  Lydia  Harwood 
and  Mr  Jewett* s  three  younger  daughters.  Por  awhile 
we  had  a  poor  fire,but  friend  Levi  and  his  cousin  Loan 
Dunning  soon  had  that  rectified.  We  talked  some-play¬ 
ed  fehe  new  play  called  ’’button"  some-  the  girls  sung 
some- ’till  the  moon, which  rose  at  8, had  been  up  two 
hours  ,we  then  broke  up,  I  must  mention  the  anxiety 
Miss  Smith  and  Miss  Norton  manifested  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  tune  "winding  Tay  ’’  by  humming 
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the  parts  they  had  learnt .frequently .  Mr  Norton  went 
home  with  Miss  Smith  who  lives  with  Mr  Joseph  House, 
and  his  sister  was  in  company  with  me  &  sjster  Lydia, 
on  our  way  home, to  her  father’s  house.  Lydia  and  I 
had  a  right-down  clever  chat, coming  home-  about  thisf 
that  and  the  other.  Clear  &  cold,  wind  N.  W. 

Saturday , -15th.  Ira  and  I  got  some  wood  out  of 
the  wheat-field-load  on  the  sled-two  trees  we  drew 
down  whole.  Plaguey  tedious , there  in  the  field-  the 
wind  blowing  raw  and  heavily  from  the  south.  Cloudy  & 
storm’d  some  at  night.  Wrote  some  in  the  morning  and 
in  the  P.M.  Mr  Elisha  Waters  and  father  worked  about 
the  horse-barn-think  they  finish’d  all  that  was  nec¬ 
essary  to  do  to  it. 

Sunday, Dec* r  17th.  I  can’t  say  anything  more 
to  the  purpose  than  that  I  was  too  lazy  to  go  to 
Church  and  employ’d  myself  principally  in  reading 
newspapers. 

Bather  felt  as  if  he  had  been  the  representative 
of  the  family  at  Church  long  enough  .L  &  didn’t  show 
himself  there  today, nor  did  any  of  the  family.  Snow’d 
a  little  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,-  became  cold 
in  the  P.M.  --wind  N.W. 

1 

Monday, Dec’ r  17th.  Going  along  up  to  Young’s 
Office  this  morning, I  had  to  wait  at  Parsons’  a  good 
while  for  Parsons  to  fix  me  out  with  a  bundle  of  work 
for  Mr  Severens .  Walked  in  company  with  a  boy  named 
Johnson, a  grandson  of  Esquire  Noble  of  Pownal  ,  who  was 
driving  a  ypke  of  oxen  to,(  I  suppose  I  must  say)  Col’n 
Nortons  to  be  shod.  When  I  went  into  Severens'  shop- 
a  chamber  in  Hunt's  gold-smith* s-shop-and  left  my 
shoe-maker’s  budget-  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  walld- 
disfigured  in  a  scandalous  manner  with  pictures  of 
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beasts, birds .fishes  and  vessels  bunglingly  drawn 
with  lamp-black.  I  arriv’d  at  Young’s  Office  about 
11  o’  clock,  where  1  attempted  to  study  grammar,  but 
found  it  impossible, for  there  were  so  many  persons 
that  had  business  with  Mr  Young, that, there  was  one 
continual  jar  nearly  all  day. 
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Esquire  Norton  (  the  same  that  I  called  Colonel 
just  now)  came  in  with  tall  Henry  Brown, who  was  wish¬ 
ing  to  take  out  a  writ  for  Bill  Lynes.a  young  black 
fellow  with  whom  he  had  had  a  petty  (a)  quarrel  in 
thte  morning.  ne  had  a  pitiful  story  to  relate  about 
L^nes  threatening  to  kill  him  with  an  axe,&c,&c.  Every 
body  in  the  room  was  laughing  behind  his  back.  Final¬ 
ly,  to  get  rid  of  him, Mr  Young  ordered  Mr  Avery  to 
write  him  (Lynes)  a  letter-  signed  by  the  Justice, but 
Avery  felt  so  full  of  his  fun  that  he  composed  it  so 
much  after  the  complexion  of  his  own  mind, the  Squire 
could  not  in  conscience  gign  it.  He  wrote  a  second 
letter-  signed  by  Young, which  wa^  thought  to  answer 
the  purpose.  So  Mr  Brown  walkd  off, upon  that-*-  I  felt 
ashamed  for  him.  Went  into  Merchant’s  store  with 
Samuel  H.Blackmer-  saw  music-books-  Visited  the  Post 
Office-no  paper  nor  letters* -and  the  Printing  Office 
and  arriv’d  home  sometime, 
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after  dark.  Somefault  found  because  I  did  not  get 
home  sooner.-rightly  found  too.  Father  had  all  his 
stock  to  fodder  and  other  matters  to  see  to  alone. 

They  got  their  oxen  shod  besides  drawing  some  wood 
today. 

Dry  and  cold--  Wind  N.W, 

Tuesday, Dec* r  18th.  As  I  am  now  pursueing  a 
kind  of  business  in  which  there  can  happen  very  lit¬ 
tle  variety  of  action-  I  shall  consequently  write  but 
little.  Went  to  Young’s  Office  and  spent  the  day  more 
agreeably  tnan  I  did  yesterday.  Rode  with  a  man, when 
I  was  coming  home  ,who  was  on  his  v/ay  from  Manchester 
to  Newhaven  in  Connecticut.  very  cold  and  pretty 
clear.  Wind.  N.W. 

Saturday , Dee’ r  22d.  Nothing  add,  nothing  very 
curious  and  nothing  of  much  profit  has  happened  to 
me  since  the  18th.  I  have  attended  my  study  pretty 
steadily  at  Young’s  office  till  today.  Did  n’t  go  to¬ 
day,  on  account  of  bad  weather-which  was  rainy  and  mud¬ 
dy.  What  have  I  been  doing  this  week  ?  studying  Mur¬ 
rey's  English  Grammar.  Well, what  progress  have  I  made 
in  it  ?  --Poor  enough, considering. 
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my  opportunity  and  that  it  is  only  four  years  since 
I  had  all  the  rules  perfectly  learnt.  I  began  at  the 
beginning  of  Etymology  and  have  only  got  along  among 
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the  verbs-  I  don’t  know  as  it  will  be  (I  am  nobody 
in  composition-now  I  want  to  say  something  to  the 
purpose-  but  I  shan’t)  wrong  for  me  to  say  that  today 
I  have  put  forward  to  the  beginxiing  of  Syntax. 

Thursday  evening  I  rode  in  a  sleigh  with  sister  Lydia 
and  Miss  Waters  as  far  as  Cap’t  Sam*  1  Blackmer’s- 
the  girls  went  on  to  Mr  Stephen  Bice’s*  Goigg  througi 
Cap’t  Elackmer’s  entry , having  previously  hung  my 
flute  by  the  key  to  the  pocket  of  my  great  coat .which 
was  on  the  inside, the  whole  of  it  dropped  to  the  flooj; 
except  the  key  j&int.  I  fumbled  in  the  dark  and  fond 
the  otherpart , which  I  set  up  in  a  corner  and  then  made 
my  appearance  in  the  Cap’t’s  room.  His  son  Samuel 
provided  a  seat  lor  me  which  I  immediately  occupied. 

I  then  enquired  for  his  violin-  he  brought  it  out  and 
requested  me  to  produce  my  flute.  I  shew’d 
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him  the  part  I  had  with  me  telling  him  I  had  left  the 
otherpart  on  the  way.  (Hie  2  here-all  this  long  ac¬ 
count  abput  nothing--I  won’t  have  it.)  Well  now  I’ll 
go  on  again-  rough  and  tumble-  ginglety  g ingle-  put 
my  flute  together-  play’d  some-  Sam  fiddled-  but  rath¬ 
er  dryly-  said  his  fiddel  was  not  in  order-  he  had 
been  out  of  practice  some  time, on  account  a  sore  on 
his  hand-he  also  performed  on  the  flute  and  fife-  I 
used  the  latter  instrument  some.  We  tried  to  play  to¬ 
gether,  but  did  not  succeed  very  well , because ,  his  old 
shell  was  so  disordered , and  besides  I  could  not  play 
on  the  right  key,  He  mustered  up  a  host  of  tunes-  of 
which  he  lent  me  a  few.  Music  was  the  business  of  the 
evening.  I  was  treated  with  apples  and  some  very  good 
cyder,  but  they  kept  a  low  fire.  I’ll  put  by  the  re¬ 
mainder-*  of  this  evening's  adventure  till  another  time. 
Gee  page  163--  3d  paragraph. 

On  the  19th  a  letter  was  receiv’d  from  un 
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cle  Jonas  who  lives  in  Kopkinton-N.Y.  Who  is  my  uncle 
Jonas  ?  Why  Mr  Jonas  Harwood  who  went  from  this  town 
in  the  month  of  Fe b’y  1807.  What  does  he  write  ? 

Pretty  favorably-f or  him-  says  he's  got  enough  to  live 
on, but  nothing  to  wear.-  Swapped  off  his  oxen, which 
had  become  old, and  took  a  pair  five-year  olds  and  a 
cow  for  them.  He  was  very  thankful  for  the  things 
that  were  sent  him  last  winter.  Vide  Joun’l  3d  Vol. 
p.228.  He  wants  a  horse  very  much  and  wrote  my  father 
to  send  him  one.  He  would  pay  for  it, but  must  have 
long  credit.  Father  would  send  him  one  if  he  had  it, 
but  he  now  wants  all  the  horse-kind  that  he  keeps.  It 
mentions  saae  new s-  says  Esquire  Hopkins’  lady  was 
sick  with  the  pleurisy , -w as  thought  to  be  getting  bet¬ 
ter.  Waite  Hopkins  had  broke  his  arm  at  the  raising 
of^a  log  house.  He  had  not  receiv'd  my  father’s  letter 
written  on  the  16th  of  Nov’r-  Now  I  have  done  with  thAss 


letter.  Vide  page  89.  Nov’r  15th. 
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I  might  here  relate  a  story  about  Wandal-a  dutch 
Pownal  ashes  purchaser-  a  great  liar-but  I  am  afraid 
X  should  make  poor  work  of  it.  The  fact  happened  on 
Wednesday-no  I  am  wrong-  it  was  on  Tuesday-pshaw- 
right  at  first,  ne  got  the  ashes  which  we  had  promis¬ 
ed  to  anotherman.by  lying. 

I  am  not  able  to  give  any  particulars  concerning 
the  weather  since  the  18th.-  It  has  been  growing  warm¬ 
er-  snow* d  and  hailed  some-high  wind  has  blown  from 
the  S.-  Last  night  they  tell  me  it  thundered  and  rained 
unusually  hard.  It  has  been  thawing  all  day-  Wind-  I 
shall  say  was  from  the  W.-  In  the  eve*g  N.W.  I  was 
busy  in  the  A.M.  pricking  off  tunes  that  I  had  borrow* d 
of  Mr  Blackmer-  Mrs  Parsons  cut  out  a  pair  of  trousers-' 
for  me  in  the  P.M. 

Mr  Hial  Parsons  broughtnus  the  news  of  the  death 
of  Mr  Archibald  Stone-  which  happened  last  evening  a- 
bout  7  o* clock-in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 

Sunday ,Dec*r  23d.  We  all  rose  early  this  morning 
some  to  assist, and  others  to  go, to  Hoo 
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sack  falls, to  attend  Mr  Stone* s  funeral.  Father  Lydia 
and  myself  were  the  persons  who  went  from  this  family* 
While  we  were  preparing  to  go, mother  had  much  to  say 
on  the  injustice  if  calling  Ira  to  assist.  She  said, 
she  knew,  it  was  entirely  contrary  to  his  inclination, 
and  nothing  but  shiftlessness  on  our  part  was  the  rea¬ 
son  why  we  did  not  do  without  him-  it  was  really  what 
was  out  duty.  Ira  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  help 
us-  and  we  intend  to  reciprocate. 

Mother  had  nobody  on  her  side .although  she, in  many 
instances , was  on  the  side  of  truth* 

J.  rode  in  the  waggon  as  far  as  uncle  Taylor*  s- 
it  stopped  there  to  take  in  uncle  and  aunt  Taylor.  I 
pushed  forward  on  shank’s  mare,  , across  lots .into  the 
troy  road, and  continued  in  this  manner, on  my  route¬ 
saying  over  my  grammar  once  in  awhile  to  myself-  and 
learning  a  small  addition  to  my  lesson  (having  the  book 
with  me)-  till  I  got  within  two  miles 
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of  the  falls*  I  was  then  overtaken  by  the  waggon  and 
rode  in  it  to  the  end  of  our  journey.  Soon  after  our 
arrival  at  the  house  of  mourning, the  people  collected 
fhere  in  considerable  numbers.  The  necessary  arrange¬ 
ments  being  made-the  corpse  was  carried  on  a  bier  to 
the  meeting-house-f ollow* d  by  the  mourners  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order 
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Being  seated, a  psalm  sung,  the  minister  ma.de  a  prayer* 
While  he  was  going  through  with  it, I  cast  my  eye  on 


him, and  for  my  life,  tho’  I  was  surrounded  with  strang 
ers  who  had  assembled  on  a  very  solemn  occasion-being 


myself  one  of  the  mourners  for  a  worthy, pious  man-  I 
could  hardly  keep  from  laughing, to  observe  his  odd 
gestures  and  to  hear  him  bring  out  his  words  so  awkward¬ 
ly  and  bluntly-  I  was  glad  when  he  had  finished  his 
p rayer , because ,  then,  I  coild  look  at  him  calmly  once 
more.  I  thought  it  was  possible  for  him  to  do  better 


when  he  came  to  preach,  he  named  his  text-  which  may  be 
found 
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in  the  book  of  Job-5  Chap’t  26th  verse, and  proceeded 
to  give  some  account  of  Job, which  he  illustrated  by 
reading  some  passages  of  the  book  of  that  name,  but  to 
speak  the  plain  truth  of  him, he  is  a  very  disagreeable 
speaker.  The  last  part  of  my  last  sentence  does  not 
hand  toggthr  much  better  than  his  sermon  did* 

I  don’t  mean  to  sketch  his  discourse; it  contained 
nothing  for  v/hich  he  had  not  authority , but  my  inten¬ 
tion  is, to  give  an  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  he  de¬ 
liver’d  it.  I  will  say  one  thing  for  him-  he  seemed 
anxious  to  impress  it  on  the  mind  of  his  hearers, that 
their  own  works  could  not  save  them-that  it  was  alto¬ 
gether  owing  to  God’s  (ne)  mercy  that  a  single  soul  was 
ever  saved.  About  every  tnird  word  was  emphatically 
spoken.  ae  opened  his  mouth  wide  and  drew  his  face  into 
wrinkles-  (  a  very  pretty  one  too, when  his  mouth  was 
closed)  in  letting  out  many  of  his  rhetoriaal  expressions 
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His  pronunciation  was  not  so  bad  as  I  have  heard. 

Some  words  however  were  squeezed  out  in  a  shocking  form. 
Generally  he  would  pronounce  the  word, way,-  thus 

Mwaypw.** - 1  believe  I  shan’t  say  more  of  him  than 

to  mention  that  he  deliver’d  a  long  drytcold  sermon.^ 
and  that  his  name  is  Johnson-  said  to  have  long  been 
a  methodist  preacher,  but  has  lately  fallen  off  from 
that  society.  he  appears  to  be  a  youngish  man-  per¬ 
haps  25.  When  Mr  Johnson  had  finished  his  master-piece 
Mr  Nathaniel  Otis  rose  and  addressed  the  mourners, and 
did  it  very  well  too, but  was  rather  too  much  affected. 
One  thing  I  omitted  to  mention  in  its  place.  When  Mr 
Otis  got  up  to  perform  the  scLemn  task,  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church  (Mr  Ryan)  -  Mr  Otis  being  also  of 
that  body-  stated  a  decision  of  a  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  a  certain  fact  alledged  against  him  by 
common  report.  The  committe  had  thoroughly  investigat¬ 
ed  the  matter, and  were  unanimously 
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agreed  that!.  ’’Brother  Qfcis  "  was  innocent  of  what  was 
reported  against  him.  After  the  interment,  the  usual 

bee5?  Previously  observed,  Col’n  Dorr 
*aade  a  short  address  to  the-  audience ,  inf prming  them  of 
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the  good  life  the  deceased  had  lived ,and  the 
calmness  and  resignation  he  dicovered  in  the  hour 
of  death.  My  old  aunt  and  cousin  Annis  seemed  to  he 
greatly  afflicted.  Mr  Cornelius  Stone  behaved  in  a 
manner  suitable  to  the  occasion.  I  am  told  that  he 
has  refused  drinking  any  spirituous  liquors  for  some 
time.  I  teturned  to  my  aunt’s  and  took  supper  there, 
and  then  went  up  to  my  friend  Joseph  Northup’s  where 
our  horses  were  kept-  These  he  had  taken  care  of, ex¬ 
cept  giving  them  grain,  ne  and  his  lady  invited  me 
to  go  with  them  to  a  religious  conference , but  I  chose 
to  stay  with  a  youngester ,he  left  to  take  chhrge  of 
his  house,  being  left  alone  with  this  young  man,  I 
took  the  liberty  to  ask  him  his  name-  place  of  nativi¬ 
ty-  how  many  brothers  and  sisters  he  had  &c.  be  told  me 
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hits  name  was  John  Sanders-  in  the  20th  year  of  his  age- 
had  lately  married  a  lady  in  colerain,  the  daughter  of 
a  man  of  some  property-in  the  18th  year  of  her  age. 

Mr  Henry  Bull, whose  parents  live  in  the  same  house  and 
had  gone  to  the  conference , came  into  the  room  and  took 
a  seat.  I  took  down  the  bible  and  perused  several 
parts  of  it,  particularly  the  23d  of  Deuteronomy, the 
book  of  Ruth  and  the  23d  Chap't  of  Ezehiel.  Perhaps 
the  remarks  made  by  us  on  these  passages  wfeuld  have 
very  much  injured  the  feelings  of  a  believer.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  we  spent  the  evening  in  an  agreeable 
chit-chat  style.  Their  conference  did  not  last  till  a 
late  ho ur>  the  good  people  of  the  house  came  home-  and 
we  retired  to  rest. 

The  ground  was  tightly  frozen  in  the  morning  and 
continued  so, except  being  thaw’d  a  little  on  the  sur¬ 
face  all  day.  I£  was  mild  winter  weather-  Wind  N.W. 

See  p.  163-lst  paragraph. 

Monday, Dec*  r  24th.  Mjr  father,  Lydia  and  I 
lodged  at  Mr  Northupfs.  Sister  and  I  breakfasted 
there  and  father  at  aunt  Stone’s.  After  spending 
some  time  with  our  afflicted  friends-  we  parted  with 
them  and  arrived 
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at  our  dwellings  late  in  the  P.M.  I  wrote  a  letter 
to  Mr  Whitcomb  P.  Ames  of  Rutland  to  inform  him  of 
the  death  of  his  father-in-law.  .Nothing  further, tha^ 

I  shall  note  down, happened. -only  my  carrying  the  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Post  Office.  Thawey-Wind  S.Sat  up  late.. 

On  brushing  up  my  recollect! on, I  find  one  thing 
more, to  insert  under  this  date.  Mr  Eliphalet  Brush 
f  rom  Hopkiriton-H. Y.  -  called  on  us. -Informed  us  of  the 
several  caiditions  of  our  relatives  in  that  town.  Said 
-*  h^e  would  carry  letter  s  for  us  when  he  snould  return. 

Tuesday , Dec ’ r  25th.  carried  Miss  Polly  Thompson 
tailoress ,who  had  finished  a  job  of  work  in  her  lihe 
at  our  house,  to  Mr  Hicks’-  Coming  home-met  Mr  Church 
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at  Mr  Hunt*  s  shop-  said  I  must  go  back  with  him 
to  Col’n  Norton’ s , and  get  a  flax-break  for  Mri 
Montague.  So  I  did-  and  brought  home  a  break  fron 
Mr  Waters’s  and  a  harrow  from  Mrs  Hinman’ s , which 
Mr  Montague  used  late  in  the  fall.  It  was  nearly 
noon  when  I  found  myself  in  Mr  Young’s  office-  re¬ 
cited  several  pages  of  Murray’s  Grammar  fo  friend 
Henry  Harwood.-  wrote 
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a  letter  to  a  friend-amused  myself  and  firend  Heryy 
, reading  a  book  entitled  MThe  miseries  of  human  life” 
about  that  time  Mr  Nathan  Me lien  came  in-  staid  a 
few  minutes-his  school  being  out-  did  an  errand  to  Mr 
Merchant  for  my  eldest  sister  concerning  a  muff  and 
tippet-  went  to  the  Post  Office-  borrow’d  Aurora’s 
of  Mr  Merril-and  to  the  printing  office-got  the  Green 
Mountain  Parmer-  spent  the  evening-proncipally  in 
writing  in  this  book.  Mr  Ault  paid  us  a  visit  this 
eveni ng. 

It  was  pretty  cl ear, but  extremely  tedious  on 
account  of  the  wind’s  blo-ving  strongly  from  W.and  N.W. 

Paid  $1.89  c  to  James  Hicks  Jun’  r , who  received 
it  in  his  father’s  name.  In  doing  this  act  I  was  agent 
for  father. 

Wednesday , Dec ’ r  26th.  We  had  five  hogs  and  a 
beef  kill’d,  ^r  Judd  joined  the  chorus  and  had  2  hogs 
of  his  own  killed.  Mr  Loan  Dewey  and  Mr  Wm.Norton 
were  our  main  butchers.  The  latter  gentleman  came 
late  in  the  morning. 


Beef - 

-1810  --1st 

445 

—  Pork - 181C 

-1st  22911) 

Sold  to  T  Ault 

Bull  hide 

74 

Pork  per  lb 

2d  228 

116 

2d 

546 

Beef  pr  lb 

3d  222 

T  C  Parsons  119 

Cow  hide 

64 

hide  5cts 

41th  209 

235 

Total 

1089 

pr  lb 

5th  209 

which  sub’d 

from  1193 

leaves  958 

Total 

1197 
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The  morning  was  a  cold  one, and  the  air  continued 
keen  and  searching , the  greatest  part  of  the  day; but  as 
it  drew  to  a  close, the  weather  became  more  moderate. 

Wd  S. 

I  didn’  get  time  to  read  in  the  evening, because 
they  cut  up  their  pork, but  I  wrote  some.  Uncle  Ep’hm 
Taylor  brought  us  a  hay- rope, which  he  had  made  for 
father.  While  sitting  by  my  stand, writing-occasionally 
listening  to  the  conversation  which  passed  between i 
father  and  Mr  Dewey, after  they  had  done  cutting  up  meatf 
a  few  words  escaped  my  lipsivery  unguardedly , which  if 
money  could  have  been  the  means  of  bringing  back-  I 
should  have  stuck  at  no  small  sum.  They'" were  uttered 
in  the  hearing, and  about  a  near  relative  of  my  esteem’d 
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friend  and  cousin  Ruth  Harwood.  I  saw  it  flash  in 
her  countenance  like  lighting-  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  describe  my  feelings.-  I  eased  off  the  burden  in 
some  measure  by  excusing  the  matter  as  well  a3  I  knew 
how.-  immediately  after  the  crime  was  committed- -It 
was  a  very 
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foolish  speech, therefore  I  shall  not  insert  it, but  re¬ 
fer  to  something  that  bears  a  near  resemblance  to  it- 
see  page  129-  near  the  bottom. 

Last  Sunday  1  saw,,  and  spoke  with,  Mr  G.V.Hu/son- 
a  worthy  young  gentleman , with  whom  I  studied  grammar 
four  years  ago.  He  formerly  resided  in  Hoo sack-where 
he  was  married-hut  now  lives  with  his  parents  in  Tully- 
Onondaga  county-  State  of  N.  York. 

I  will  f  inish, no7/,what  remains  to  be  said  of  the 
2oth-  See  p.151. 

-When  ready  to  leave  Cap1 1  Blackmer*  s-stood  by 
the  door  some  time  talking  about  Judge  Herrington-Who 
maintains  that  there  is  no  difference  among  men  as  to 
the  strength  of  their  memories  &c.-  At  last  accompanied 
Mr  Jason  Blackmer-the  Cap1 t  brother-out  into  the  road- 
felt  undetermined  whether  to  go  directly  home, or  to  go 
to  Mr  Stephen  Rice* s  where  the  girls  went.  It  was 
latish-and  I  did  not  know  but  that  they  had  served  me  a 
trick-  "that  the  devil  never  did"-  I  could  not  but  en¬ 
tertain  the  belief  that  they  had  gone  by, and  left  me 
to  get  home  as  I  could. 
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With  these  doubts  in  my  mind  I  proceeded  with  Mr 
Blackmer  on  the  road  leading  to  Shaftsbury-  &  at  last 
found  the  sleigh  &  horses .which  informed  me  that  the 
ladies  were  within  the  mansion  house.  I  had  a  good  mind 
then, to  have  faced  about  &  gone  home  on  foot, but  on 
the  whole , concluded  to  go  into  the  house.  Mr  Blackmer 
went  in  with  me-  took  seats  in  the  Sth  room  where  the 
old  folks  were.  I  was  soon  invited  into  the  Lth  room, 
where  I  found  sister  Lydia, Miss  Sopnia  and  Miss  Ruth 
Harwood  in  a  small  circle  of  young  people  of  each  sex, 
deeply  engaged  in  the  usual  mode  of  diversion, practis¬ 
ed  on  such  occasions.  They  were  then  playing  "There  is 
a  young  man- (or  woman)  sat  down  to  sleep, sat  down  to 
sleep-there  is  a  young  man  sat  down  to  sleep, sat  down 
to  sleep-  i-o,  i-o,i-oh.*r  I  hoped  to  remain  an  idle 
spectator , but  a  young  lady  came  up  to  me  and  inbited 
me  into  the  ring-  I  told  her  I  did  n’t  belong  to  the 
band-  but  they  all  Insisted  on  my  joining  them-  so  I 
complied.  When 
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they  had  done  with  running  round, singing  and  kissing, 
we, and  those  who  were  bound  this  way, moved  in  the 
sleigh  for  home-  Sophia  driving  the  horses. I  piping. 

In  this  style  we  parted  with  our  northern  friends. 
Sophia  was  driver  all  the  way  home-  Late  when  we  got 


Sleighing  tolerable.  Brought  cousin  Ruth  home  with  us 
She  has  work’d  at  tailoring  since  that  time  up  to  this 

day. -26th* 


Thursday ,Dec * r  27th*  Lodged  with  Mr  L  Dewey  last 
night .whom  I  left  this  morning  cutting  up  beef-  when 
I  went  to  Young’s  office.  Here  I  found  my  School- 
fellows-Sam  and  Henry.  The  former  was  studying  Gibson 
Surveying-  the  latter  reading  and  writing.  I  progress’d 
in  grammar  as  far  as  the  17th  rule  of  syntax-  which  say 
’’Prepositions  govern  the  objective  case, as,  ”1  have 
heard  a  good  character  of  her.”  ’’From  him  that  is  needy 
turn  not  away;”  ”A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient  for 
them.”  Henry  and  Sam  went  home  before  I  did.  I  staid 
there  alone , awhile , ,  saying  over  my  lesson-  and  to  cap 
the  whole  I  got  very  earnestly  engaged  in  singing-when 
suddenly  popp’d  in  Mr  Young-  I  was  a  little  dashed, but 
made  no  words  about  it.  He  enquired  how  I  came  on  &c- 
3aid  he  snould  rejoice  as  much  to  get  back  again  into 
his  office, as  ever 
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a  woman  did  to  see  her  sweet-heatt.  I  toldli  him  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  him  there, when  I  should  get  the 
rules  of  syntax  committed  to  memory, but  I  thought  I 
was  getting  along  very  slowly-  Went  to  the  Post  Office 
nobody  in-  thence  to  Cushman’s  into  the  Court-chamber- 
heard  ’’brother  Chipman”  talking  over  something  about 
’’trover”  and  ”corn”  ’’The  honorable  Court  ”&c-  could  npt 
understand  what  the  matter  in  hand  was-  didn’t  stay 
there  many  minutes-  went  over  to  the  Post  Office  again- 
nobody  there  yet-pushed  across  the  street  to  Cushman’s 
again*  into  the  bar-room  which  was  pretty  full  of  people 
,-saw  no  person  drunk-  Return’d  once  more  to  the  Post- 
office, where  I  found  Mr  Merril.  He  handed  me  a  letter 
from  Troy*  When  I  came  from  Cushman’s  the  la3t  time- 
saw  Mr  Joseph  Wadworth  and  asked  him  for  his  music-book 
which  he  said  he  would  lend  me-  I  might  get  it  by  send¬ 
ing  for  it  the  first  opportunity  I  should  have.  I  told 
him  it  would  oblige  me  very  much.  Arriv’d  at  home  some¬ 
thing  in  the  evening-  Shell’d  corn-  did  n’t  read  nor 
write  much. 

A  very  pleasant  morning -mild  all  day  cloudy  wind  Sh 
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Friday, Dec’ r  28th*  I  have  not  much  to  say  of  this 
day.  Hid  n’t  attend  at  Mr  Young’s  Attorney-shop —  but 
studied  grammar  at  home.  Some  small  events, I  shallLomit, 
in  setting  down  this  day.  Miss  Lydia  Jewett  came  to 
cousin  Ruth, to  get  her  to  make  her  a  jockey-took  dinner 
with  us. 

Mrs  Elizabeth  Cook  was  buried  today. 

It  appeared  likely  to  rain  a  great  part  of  the  day. 
Wd  *S.  — 

Saturday, Dec’  r  29th.  Passed  t ne  A.M.  much  as  I 
did  yesterday*  Some  confusion  among  the  females-  fre¬ 
quent  and  loud  calls  from  one  to  the  other-and  long 
debates  on  questions  of  little  or  no  importance-passed 
in  succession* 
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My'  mother,  understanding  that,  Mrs  Duncan, a 
neice  of  her’s  who  lives  in  the  Nth  part  of  Pownal 
W  of  Mr  Stantoh’sip  in  a  house  formerly  occupied  "by 
Mr  Preborn  Watson, was  dangerously  ill, wished  to 
render  her  some  kind  of  assistance-  so  taking  a  haiid 
basket  , which  would  hold  nearly  a  half -bushel  and 
filling  it  with  provisions , dispatch’ d  me  off  to  Mr 
Duncan’s  with  it  in  the  P.M.  where, after  encounter¬ 
ing  a  pretty  serious  walk,  I  arrived  safely-when  the 
sun  was  an  hour  high.  The  house  stands  between  two 
high  hills  which  are  divided  by  a  handsome  little 
brook  flowing  from  north  to  south 
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forming  a  long  and  deep  valley-and  runs  close  by  the 
house, which  stands  on  its  west  bank.  *rom  the  house, 
the  prospect  is  limited  to  tne  W.N.  and  E.  by  trie 
surrounding  hills  and  mountains , but  to  the  S.  and  S. 

W.  it  extends  to  the  mountains,  W  of  Hoosack* River  and 
I  think  to  some  that  are  situated  in  Williamstown. 

When  I  was  within  20  or  30  rods  of  the  house,,  I 
espied  three  of  Mr  Duncan’ 3  children  playing, near  a 
great  rock  on  the  E  side  of  the  brook-  seemingly  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  care.  At  the  door  I  met  a  boy  took 
to  be  Wm  Duncan  and  without  examining  closely-ad.dress- 
’d  him  in  that  character-I  was  soon  apprized  of  my  mis 
take-on  hearing  him  speak —  Just  3uch  a  blunderer  I  am 
--I  went  into  the  house.  Mrs  Duncan  in  a  low  weak  voice 
asked  me  how  I  did,  &  to  take  a  seat.  I  enquired  after 
her  health.  She  said  she  was  better  than  she  had  been- 
had  been  able  to  sit  up  some  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
She  wished  me  to  inform  her  of  the  certainty  of  her 
father’s  death.  I  told  her  it  was  certainly  true.  Her 
friends  had  kept  it  from  her  on  account  of  her  being  so 
weak.  But  she  had  been  so  anxious  to  know  about 
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it, that, from  the  dark  hint3  she  had  receiv'd  from  them 
her  mind  was  prepared  to  know  the  truth  of  it.  I  told 
her  the  several  circumstances  attending  his  death  and 
burial  mention’d  in  Sunday* d  Jour’l  p.  55.56,  which 
seemed  to  produce  a  good  effect  on  her  mind.  Without 
going  into  particulars-  I  shall  say  I  found  this  woman 
in  a  miserable  condi tion. -In  an  open  house-  with, no 
hired  girl-depending  on  a  little  girl-her  daughter- 
about  10  years  of  age, to  do  all  that  should  be  doa?, 
except  what  her  husband  and  neighbors  did-  neglected 
by  the  doctor^,  who  had  so  much  other  business  to  attend 
to, that  he  could  not  visit  her  so  often  as  in  justice 
he  ought-  and  though  her  neighbors  had  paid  very  close 
attention  to  her-  yet  she  had  suffered  greatly  on  many 
accounts-  especially  for  the  want  of  night  watchers* 

A  brother_and  sister  of  Mr  Duncan  flrom  Wm’e town-;  had 
tarried  there, the  last  night-  and  given  her  some  tea, 
sugar  and  some  humhurn  for  sheeting  .which  I  brought  hon* 
to.be  made  up  into  sheets.  She  was  very  thankful  for 
"x  P1*0  vis  ions  I  carried  her.  I  told  her  she  was  per¬ 
fectly  welcome-  and  might  send  to  our  house  and  get 

hour  durinr  “  ^  1  staid  about 
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which  I  cut  off  a  few  sticks  of  wood  at  the  door 
Of  that  article  they  had  a  tolerable  supply.  I 
will  now  take  leave  of  this  solitary  valley  and  get 
on  to  that  part  of  mount  Anthony  which  a  few  rods 
north  of  Mr  Stanton’s  where  I  struck  up  M  Forever 
Fortune  H"  on  a  high  note,  and  continued  playing  that1:, 
and  other  tunes, on  my  flute, ’till  I  got  down  into  mr 
Carpenter’s  impr ovements-and  at  intervals  all  the  way 
homw*  I  kept  up  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain  ’till 
I  came  to  Mr  Nathan  Mellen* s  wheat-f ield-I  then  kept 
down  on  the  flat  land.  The  worst  job  I  met  with, in 
all  my  route , was , crodsing  that  field- Jrhe  mud  was  an¬ 
cle  high-the  ground  being  still  frozen  underneath. 

I  returned  pretty  much  in  the  3ame  tract  that  I  went, 
and  with  little  difficulty.  -  A  poor  chance  to  read 
in  the  evening-  so  many  folks  about  the  candle.  Mr 
Paresns  paid  us  a  visit-  Told  about  Miss  C  Cutler’s 
preparing  to  be  married  soon-and  I  don’t  know  how 
many  other  affairs  he  talk’d  of-nor  do  I  care. 
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I  am  happy  to  say  that, this  Saturday  night  overt 
took  me  much  more  advanced  in  grammar  than  I  was  the 
week  before.  I  could  repeat  about  the  whole  that  is 
necessary  to  be  committed  to  memory, in  Murray’s  Gram¬ 
mar-  the  2d  and  3d  parts  I  mean. 

Very  warm-cloudy,  wind  S.  strongly* 

Grandfather  felt  so  smart  today  that  he  rode  out 

Sunday,  Dec’r  30th*  Father  went  to  Church, but 
I  did  n’t  go-  Wrote  some  part  of  gey  Jour’l  and  com¬ 
menced  writing  a  letter  for  father  to  send  to  Mr  Jared; 
Dewey  of  Hopkinton-  Was  inform’d  of  Mr  John  Sims  and 
Miss  Clarrissa  Cutler’s  being  publish’d.  Cloudy-cold 
and  growing  colder* 

Monday,Dec’r  31st.  Busy  writing  the  letter  which 
I  begun  yesterday.-  finish’d  it  this  morning-  Ira  also 
wrote  one  to  uncle  Jonas  Har’w.  Mother  scolded  me-  mod- 
erately-for  not  being  ready  to  carry  the  letters  to 
McSowen  &  Robinson* s-where  Mr  (Elkan)  Eliphalet  Brush 
had  agreed  to  call  and  take  them*  I  mov’d  about  calm- 
ly-without  fretting-  breakfasted  and  shav’d  me-being 
ready, mov’d  on  as  far  as  the  tavern-  enquir’d  for  Mr 
Brush-  had  n’t  been  there-  left  the  letters  and  went 
to  young’s  office-  Staid  here  ’till  the  middle  of  the 
B.M. 
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-understood  there  was  to  be  a  Justice  Court  held  there- 
went  into  ..the  Court  -chamber . -Took  a  seat  and  tried 
to  understand  what  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  were  talk¬ 
ing  about.  The  first  business  I  found  them  engag’d  in 
was*  concerning  (  what  I  couldn’t  for  my  life  get  a 
clear  idea  of,)  John  Wilson-Constable  in  Woodford¬ 
having  transacted  some  business  in  money  matters  with 
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acob  Sage-- -and  dm’ t  know  &ow  or  which  way-  Noxt- 
hr other  Chipman  ”  and  "brother  Langdon”  had  a  long 
and  frivolous  dispute  about,  what  in  my  estimation 
amounted  to---nothing.  Then  came  on  a  cause  between 
Gov’r  Robinson  &  Mr  Lilly  and  a  young  man  named  Stephen 
Pratt-  a  stranger  to  me..  The  Gov1  r  was  going  to  prove 
that  these  men. had  cut  pine  timber  on  hi 3  land  in  Pov/- 
nal  without  obtaining  his  consent.  I  heard  two  or  three 
witnesses  examined,,  and  left  the  chamber-without  wait¬ 
ing  to  hear  it  out.  Visited  the  Post  Office-  borrow* d 
some  Auroras-  went  to  the  Printing  Off ice-saw, besides 
Mr  Sinead,  Mr  Haswell  and  Mr  A. H. Avery-  The  paper  not 
out-and  into  Mr  Cushman* s  kitchen-enquired  for  Miss 
Clarrissa  Cutler-  was  inform’d  that  she  lived  at  Mr 
Luther* 3-  who  occupied  a  part 
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of  Mr  Patchin*  s  house-  commonly  called  **The 
Nairn-House1*-  where  I  found  her  and  Mrs  Luther, by  a 
good  fire,  in  the  lower  kitchen.  Miss  Cutler, or  rather 
I  ought  to  say,  Mrs  Sims,  was  twisting  thread, ^and  Mr3 
Luther  was  reelng.  Mrs  Sims  wish(d  to  know  if  I  had 
receiv’d  a  letter  from  Troy  ?  Seeing  a  paper  in  the 
cuff  of  my  loose  coat*  she  wish’d  to  see  it- ,1  told  her 
it  was  a  letter  to  Ruth  Harwood, which  I  had  just  taken 
out  or  the  Post  Office, but  she  must  view  it  with  her 
own  eyes, before  she  would  believe  me.  Mr  Plank  came  in 
was  very  musical.  Mrs  Sims  had  the  teeth  ache-  Mr 
Plank  tried  to  cheer  her, by  speaking  to  her  of  her  in¬ 
tended  manriage,to  a  worthy  young  man.  Pretty  soon  Mr 
Sims  came  home-  Mr  P  then  made  a  long  address  to  him 
and  me  on  the  subject  of  matrimony-and  to  do  him  jus¬ 
tice-  I-  must  say  he  said  many  good  tfrimfes.  -tie  spoke 
feelingly  in  alluding  to  the  death  of  his  wife.  Before 
Mr  Plank  left  the  house  Mr  Luther  form’d  one  of  the 
company*and  conTOrsation  became  pretty  lively.  Plank 
went  away  soon  afterwards-  supposing  himself  not  wanted 
there.  X  staid  sometime  talking  v/ith  Mr  Luther, Mr 
Sims  and  the  ladies.  I  press’d  Jflr  Simr-  and  his  lady 
pretty  hard, to  know  when  they  were  to  have  their  wed¬ 
ding, but  they  would  n’t  tell  me  anything  about  it.  By 
the  hint3  given  by  Mrs  L. 
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I  concluded  it  had  already  happen’d.  In  the  course  of 
the  time  I  spent  with  fche  happy  couple-I  gave  them  an 
invitation  1  to  pay  our  people  a  visit.  Mrs  Sims  said 
I  must  tell  ’’The  girls”  to  come  and  see  her.  Left  the 
house  in  good  humour  and  proceeded  to  Merchant’s  store- 
call’  d  and  receiv'd  a  muff  and  tippet  which  Merchant  hd 
had  purchased  for  sister  Lydia-cost  $13-  $l.more  than 
father  had  sent  by  him  to  purchase  it-  Walk’d  from 
Winslow’s  to  Cap’ t  M. Robinson’ s , in  Mr  Stephen  Camp’s 
company.  He  enquir’d  whose  muff  I  had  got  ?  I  told  him, 
Miss  Lydia  Harwood’s.  On  being  inform’d  whose  daughter 
she  was, he  said  he  did  n’t  know  as  Mr  Harwood  had  a  girl 
old  enough- or  I  don’t  know  but  it  was-  large  enough, to 
carry  a  xaaff  such  a  muff.  I  told  him  it  was  true-and 
then, telling  him  her  age-  added  that  he  had  a  son-an 


odd  kind  of  fellows  who  was  22, in  October  last* 

Having  arriv’d  at  home  the  next  thing  was, to  knfcw 
how  the  new  muff  and  tippet  suited.  Lydia  as  well  as 
the  rest  of  the  family  were  highly  pleas’d; with  them* 
Cold  and  cloudy-  wind  N.W. 
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Tuesday, Jani ’y  1st, 1811.-  Did  n’t  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  say  MI  wish  you  a  happy  Hew  Year  M  to  many- 
I  had,  however,  the  charity  to  wish  the  same  to  every¬ 
one,  tho*  I  could  bpeak  to  but  few.  Spent  the  A.M.  at 
home  parsing  grammar.  Arriv’d  at  Young’s  Office  about 
12  o’clock.  Did  but  little  in  grammar-  Read  the  Spec¬ 
tator.  Mr  Avery  did  some  writing  for  Mr  Charles  Follet. 
I  witte  a  letter  for  cofcsin  Ruth  to  Mrs  Elizabeth  Harwood- 
inviting  the  latter  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  former.  My 
friends-;  Henry  and  Sam’l  left  the  Office  before  sun-set. 
Read  the  first  and  2d  numbers  of  the  Spectator.  Mr 
Blackmer  bought  him  a  music-book  at  Merchant’ s^-entitl’ d 
"The  Fife’s  Companion"-f rom  which  I  took  2  tunes-  ’’The 
Devil’s  Dream  "  and  ’’Washington*  s  Reel”.  When  I  came 
home  at  night,Lydia  asked  me  if  I  did- not  want  to  go 
down  to  Cao’ t  Norton’ 3-  I  told  her  I  did-  But  after¬ 
wards^  , felt  rather  off  about  it,  because  I  had  got  to 
change  my  dress.  Mr  N  Locke  came  in, and  whieper’d  in  my 
ear;  ’’Are  you  going  dow»*  to  Cap’ t  Norton’s  tonight  ?  Hi? 
MYes**'i  **That*  s  youMm  said  he.  I  felt  so  abominably 
opposed  to  changing  my  apparel, that  I  solemnly  declared 
I  would  go  there  ,as  I  war,  but  not  into  the  room  where 
the  young  people  were  assembled.  Ruth  was  repeatedly 
urged  to  go,  but  obstanately  refused.  I  walk’d  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr  Locke  and  my  sister  to  the  place  appointed- 
they  went  into 
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an  upper  chamber  among  gentlemen  and  ladies,  &  I  into 
the  lower  kitchen.  Found  Mr  Luman  and  his  lady  at  home 
but  the  man  had  lent  his  fiute-piAy’d  on  mine-  a  few 
tunes-  went  very  well.  I  tuen’ d  off  a  few  poorly-  did 
not  enjoy  myself  much.  Soon  after  my  entering  the  room, 
friend  John,  who  is  now  our  school-master  in  this  Dis¬ 
trict,  as  he  was  passing  through  it, gave  me  a  strong  in¬ 
vitation  to  go  above  stairs-  I  refused  because  I  had  not 
rigg’d  up  any,  I  staid  more  than  an  hour-rather  uneasi^ 
-was  us’d  as  courteously  as  I  ever  wish  to  be-too,-  but 
I  felt  somehow  dissatisfied  with  myself-  just  as  I  do 
a  great  deal  of  my  time-  when  I  compare  otherpeople  with 
myself-to  find  them  so  much  better  than  I.  I  turned  my 
back  to  my  friends-  leaving  Cap’t  Norton  reading  a  news- 
paper-and  friend  Luman  with  his  little  boy  in  his  arms- 
and  safely  landed  in  the  kitchen  -at  home-.  Here  I  en¬ 
joy’d  a  pleasant  chat  with  Ruth-on  patters  relating  to 
our  personal  concerns. 

—  Mrs  Parsons  made  a  visit  to  our  house  this  this  eve¬ 
ning.  she  wonder’d  why  I  had  n't  been  at  their  house 
more-  said  I  did  not  pretend  to  go  there  any  more  than  f 
if  they  were  savages.  I  told  her  I  was  so  much  of  a 
savage  myself 
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that,  I  did  n't  think  anybody  wished  to  see  me, 

Mr  ParsoHB  came  in,  towards  the  close  of  the  evening- said 
he'd  lost  his  horse  while  in  town-  The  people  push’d 
off-  Mr  Waterman  ms  here  and  sat  up  very  late  waiting 
to  go  to  bed  with  me.  The  girls  came  home  before  I 
retir*  d  to  bed. 

I  paid  the  dollar  due  Mr  Merchant  for  the  muff 
which  I  brought  home  last  evening. 

A  cold  morning-very  pleasant  day, 

Wednesday, Jan* y  2d.  Who  went  into  the  woods 
with  his  father  and  uncle, and  did  the  least  work  of 
the  three  ?  Hiram  Harwood.  Who  had  the  least  courage 
of  the  three  in  felling  trees  ?  Hiram  Harwood.  Who 
is  fool  enough  to  write  such  questions  and  answers  in 
his  Journal  ?  Hiram  Harwood.  What  was  the  business  of 
the  day  V  Cutting  down  trees  and  drawing  them  off  a 
very  rugged  kind  of  ridge, in  the  valley  E  of  a  certain 
lime-kiln  in  that  part  of  the  wood-lot. 

A  stinging  morning.  The  south  wind  blew  up  and 
caused  it  to  be  mild  in  the  after-part  of  the  day. 
Cloudy.  No  sleighing  to  begin  the  year  with. 

Thursday, Jan'  y  3d.  -Went  to  Mr  Wilcox'  a* found  him 
and  his  neighbor  Mr  W.  Greene  warmly  engaged  in  conver¬ 
sation  anout  our  foreign  relations..  Mr  Wilcox  asked  me 
if  I  had  come  to  get 
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some  money.  I  told  him  I  h&d.  He  hadn't  a  fifty  cent 
bill-  the  sum  due-  but  had  a  senty-five.  I  could  n't 
make  the  change-  so  I  left  him  arguing  with  Mr  Greene- 
and  placed  myself  in  Young* 3  Office-  where  I  spent  the 
day  with  Mr  Blackmer  and  Mr  Harwood.  mr  Avery  assisted 
me  some  a&out  parsing. 

Sister  Lydia  went  to  Mr  John  Norton  Jun'r's  school 
to  study  grammar.  Very  cold  and  clear-w'd  N.W. 

Friday , Jan' y  4th.  Half  past  eleven  in  the  morning 
reached  the  Office-  a  long  time  before  I  could  get  a 
good  fire-  befoB  which  I  sat  with  my  loose  coat  on- 
reading  the  Spectator-  perhapb2  hours-the  room  cold 
and  smokey-  Visited  by  Mr  Young, who  hunted  up  some  pa- 
pers-and  with  a  man  who  had  business  with  him-went  off 
again-.  Late  in  the  P.M.  Mr  Avery  came  in-parsed  a  sen¬ 
tence  with  him.  mr  Blackmer  spent  a  short  time  with  us 
at  the  close  of  the  day.-  Talked  with  Mr  Avery  about 
certain  characters  of  both  sexes.  Of  the  evening  I  have 
nothing  to  say. 

Mr  John  Sims  was  married  to  Miss  Clarrissa  Cutler 
on  Thursday  evening  by  I.E.Robinson  Esq. 

Rough  searching  weather-tried  to  snow-wind  S.. 

_  Read  Mr  Addison  on  planting-  in  the  Spec’t 

Saturday ,J an* y  5th.  Help'd  the  folks  get  wood 
with  two  teams— one  of  which  I  drove.  Cloudy-warm- 
consequently  muddy  weather,  Wind  South. 

Mr  Elli3  Doty  and  cousin  Jans  Harwood  arriv'd 
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here  late  this  evening.  (Oh  l  shockingly-monstrously 
up  hill  I  write  ) 

Sunday, Jan’y  6th.  Am  I  obliged, because  I  keep 
a  journal  of  my  life, to  write  down  every  foolish  or 
wicked  action  I  may  be  guilty  of?  No-  I  don1 t  think  I 
am.  Without  saying  more  I  shall  3ay  I  arose  late  in 
the  morning-  shook  hands  with  cousin  James  before  he 
was  up-  Passed  compliments  with  Mr  Doty.  Wrote-Joun’ 1 
a  few  sentences-  Was  urged  to  go  to  Church, but  without 
effect-  Saw  Mr  John  Murphy  at  Ira’s-  Took  a  walk 
with  cousin  James  into  General  Robinson’s  woods--(I 
want  a  better  pen  )--  Enjoy’d  ourselves  very  well-The 
weather  being  warm- the  snow  off, and  pretty  fair  over¬ 
head.  We  talked  over  old  matters-  traveled  about, to 
and  fro-  laugh’d  and  talk’d-  came  home  and  after  being 
in  Mr  Doty’s, Mr  Murphy  and  others  company-awhile-par- 
took  of  a  rich  supper.  I  don’t  care  much  how  I  write 
ray  J  our. 
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Very  warm,  I  don’t  know  byt  that  it’s  saying  a 
little  too  far,  to  say  Mwaa?sa-  "very”-  warip  weather  is 
enough-  smokey  and  wind  S. 

Monday,  Jan’y  7th.  Had  a  long  talk  with  mother 
concerning  my  abilities  as  to  getting  a  living  in  the 
world.  I  thought  she  rated  them  rather  low.  I  found 
it  necessary  to  defend  myself  and  did,  as  well  as  I 
could.  I  never  took  very  high  ground-  I  always  felt 
myself  a  good  way  behing  my  contemporaries-  to  be 
push’d  down  lower  than  the  meanest  of  them  all;was 
more  than  I  could  bear.  Studied  grammar  3ome-  Thresh¬ 
ed  2  bushels  of  wheat  in  the  P.M.  Father  &  Ira  work’d 
in  the  woods.  Mr  Doty  and  James  had  our  waggon  to  go 
to  Wilson’s  on  the  mountain  to  bring  down  a  load  of 
cheese  into  town, which  they  sold  at  Winslow' s , and  re¬ 
turn'd  here  after  dark.  Walk’d  out  in  the  evening  and 
enjoy’d  a  degree  of  pleasure  in  music.-  Wind  blew  strong 
ly  from  the  S.  Cloudy  and  rainy  in  the  evening.  Warm 
moist  weather. 

Tuesday ,Jan’y  8th.  Pound  Mr  Young  in  his  office, 
which  has  not  been  the  case  more  than  once  or  twice 
during  the  session  of  the  County 
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Court .which  ended  on  the  6th.  I  rummag'd  tne  oook- 
case- finally  settled  down  with  the  Spec tat ora  which  1 
did  n’t  peruse  very  long-  I  found  it  would  be  of  no 
service  to  me  to  read  that  or  any  other  book.  The  Of¬ 
fice  soon  had  the  semblance  of  a  bar-reom--no  less  than 
half  a  dozen  men  were  in  at  the  time-  some  going  &  some 
coming.  Young  had  a  long  dispute  with  a  man  who  had 
formerly  lived  in  Pownal  was  now  living  in  the  town  of 
Saratoga-H. Y.  about  a  note.  I  did  n't  pay  attention 
enough  to  the  matter  to  understand  it.  Young  call’d 
him  "Fred.”-  I  suppose  hi?  name  i *  Frederic  Aylesworth. 
This  man  snd  others  present  were  served  with  a  treat  of 

French-brandy.  This  hub-bub  lasted  perhaps  2  hours  or 
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of  more* -and  then  the  Office  became  still.  Mr 
Young  took  this  opportunity  to  examine  me  respect¬ 
ing  grammar.  While  thus  engaged  Mr  Plank  and  Mr 
Zachariah  Brown  came  in.  The  former  had  assisted  tSfee 
latter  in  grinding  an  axe-and  thought  a  treat  was 
due.  Away  Brown  pushed  to  Merchants  store  and 
bought  a  pint  of  rum,  which  he  brought  into  the  Of¬ 
fice  , and, after  a  dram  or  two  had  been  taken  of  it, 
there  safely  deposited;  ’till  farther  orders.  Mr 
Young  having  asked  me  a  number  of  questions 
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in  grammar, said  I  understood  the  elements  of  it 
very  well, much  better  than  he  expected;  but  if  I 
would  be  a  grammatian,  I  must  commit  Alexander’s  rules 
to  memory.  He  then  went  to  dinner, taking  the  other  2 
gentlemen  with  him.  With  friend  Henry  I  passed  the 
remainder  of  the  day  tranquilly* 

Mr  Doty  and  cousin  James  started  for  Wilmington, 
in  the  morning,  See  Sat’y  p.  179 

Understood  that  Mr  Samuel  H  Blackrner  had  com¬ 
menced  teadhing  a  school  in  Shirkshire--  JU.E.  part  of 
Bennington. 

Foggy- cloudy , muddy , unpleasant  weather-  Wind  S.W. 

Wednesday , Jan* y  9th.  Spent  the  greatest  part  of 
the  day  at  home  without  doing  much  business.  Had  an 
agreeable  chat  with  Lydia  in  tne  P.M..  Posted  books- 
corrected  a  mistake  in  Mr  Ault’s  account.  Chopp’d 
some  wood.-  Went  to  Mr  Parsons*  and  took  a  Vermont 
Bill  of  $1.25  $..75-  being  due  from  Mr  Parsons  to 
father;  with  which  I  bought  Alexander’s  grammar  of 
Mr  D. Merchant-  price  25  cents-  my  koney  being  reduced 
to  two  50  cent-bills.  Saw  at  Merchant’s  Ma  j  ’  r  Jona¬ 
than  E  Robinson,  Cap* t  Sam’l  Blackrner 
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and  Mr.  S.B. Young.  The  latter  gentleman  made  an 
observation  something  like  this  "  Bavid  you’!re  a 
pretty  accomodating  little  fellow."  Says  he,  "I  am 
oblig’d  . to  be."  Young  rejoined  "You  was  a  damn’d 
creature  when  you  first  came  here."  Prom  the  store, 
after  viewing  several  of  Mr  Merchant’s  books, I  went 
to  the  Post  Office.  Finding  none  of  the  Post  Office 
folks  there, -went  to  the  Printing  Office.  Mr  Smead 
was  preparing  to  print  a  book-but  I  knew  not  the  title 
of  it-  Potch’d  through  the  mud  back  to  the  Post  Office 
As  I  enter’d  the  door,, I  passed  by  a  lamp, which  had 
just  been  trimm’ d , without  being  lighted, which  was 
thrown  down  and  the  oil  spilled  on  the  floor, by  the 
dogs  that  came  in, immediately  after  me.  Young  Merrill 
scrubb’d  his  floor, and  fill’d  his  lamp  again.  Didn’t 
see  the  P.M.-  Borrow’d  a  set  of  the  Aurora.  Stopp’d 
against  I  .E.Robinson’ s  Office  to  hear  the  sound  of  a 
viol in, which  suited  my  ear  very  well.  Got  home  after 
a  serious , muddy  walk, in  the  dark.  Amuded  myself  with 
music  most  of  the  evening.  Rainy  in  the  morning-Cloudy 
all  day-  Very  muddy  in  the -roads.  Wind  W.. 
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Thursday ,Jan’ y  10th*  Studied  Alexander’s  Grammar- 
but  without  much  profit.  Chopp’d  a  little  wood  and 
assisted  about  bringing  in  oats  from  the  barn-  paid 
Mr  Parsons  50  cents  borrow’d  on  the  9th.  Was  at  Mr 
Parsons’  in  the  evening-  learning  the  Devil’s 
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Dream.  Walked  home  with  Lydia  and  Sophia. 

Snow’d  some  in  the  morning-mild-  Wind  N*W* 


Friday, Jan’y  11th*  Assisted  in  the  business  of 
drawing  wood.-  Sledding  not  very  good.  Jesse  Loomis 
Jun’r  drew  2  loads  of  wood  for  Mr  Parsons.  In  the  eve¬ 
ning  I  was  told  by  the  girls  that  they  expected  compa¬ 
ny,  which  caused  me  to  make  use  of  the  parlour ^while  it 
was  empty, as  a  music-hall.  To  avoid  the  company, I 
went  to  Ira’sjbut  I  had  to  steal  privately  into  our 
house, after  they  had  arriv’d, to  get  my  flute-notes- 
grammar-book  &c  before  I  became  fairly  settled  down.  Mr 
Ault  was  there.  I  had  not  enjoy’d  this  retreat  long, 
when  Mr  Edmund  T. Locke  and  Mr  Henry  Mellen  came  in, and 
informed  me  they  had  authority  to  make  me  their  prison¬ 
er..  I  hesitated  about  going  with  them-told  them  I 
should  visit  the  company  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 
But  there  was  no  getting  rid  of  them-  compliance  I  found 
was  the  only  alternative*  I  came  home  with  the  gentlemen 
but  would  n’t  go  into  the  room  amongst  the  gentlemen 
and  ladies.  Edmund  stuck  by  me-  consented  to  hear  me 
play  "Winding  Tay"  &c  a  few  other  tunes.  At  last, his 
patience  having  been  exhausted,  he  and  Mr  Bowdish  clench 
ed  me  and 
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dragged  me  to  the  door;  Locke  then  took  me  up  in  his 
arms  and, in  attempting  to  carry  me  to  the  opposite  side 
of  the  room,made  a  misstep  and  pitch’d  headlong  against 
the  side  of  the  house»-giving  me  a  most  abominable  bruis 
on  the  back  part  of  my  head; -he  also  recei\ring  a  heavy 
blow  somewhere  about  his  head.  I  scrambled  up  to  look 
about  me  and  found  the  following  persons .compos’ d  the 
comp any - 


Vix, 


Mr  Levi  Jewett 

-  Colum’ s  J  Bowdish 
Edmund  T.  Locke 

-  Nath’l  F.. Locke 

-  Jesse  Loomis  Jun’r 

-  Luther  Smith 


and 


-  Henry  Mellenn&  his 

(in  setting  down  these  names, I  began  at  the 
son  of  each  sex, and  attempted  to  go  through 


Miss  Achsah  Doty 

-  Almira  Stewart 

-  Lydia  Harwood 

-  Laura  Norton 

-  Sophia  Waters 

-  Sally  Loomis 

sister  Harriot. 

oldest  per- 
in  regular 


order, but  I  have  made  plaguey  blundering  work  of  it. 
Smith  should  have  follow’d  E.T. Locke-  Mellen  before  Loom 
i§ and  his  sister .before  Sally  Loomis  )  The  confusion 
which  follow’d  my  polite  entry  into  the  room  having 
ceased,  they  began  to  play-"The  Farmer"-  I  join’d  the 
ring, but  did  n’t  attempt  to  go  through  with  all  the 
manoeuvres  at 
with  my  foot, 


first.  In  this  play  I  did  n’t  sow,  stamp 
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nor  clap  my  hands , tout  only  sang  with  them  &  turned  on 
my  heel.  It  would  toe  tedious  &  needless  for  me  to  give 
a  regular  detail  of  their  proceedings  during  the  eve¬ 
ning-  I  shall  only  give  it  a  light  touch  and  let  it  go. 
Sometimes  I  was  in  the  kitchen  alone  with  my  flute- 
sometimes  Luther  would  toe  with  me  (who  is  also  a  musi¬ 
cian)  and  others  toesides-eometimes  I  was  playing  with 
tfcem-sometimes  seated  toy  this  lady  and  sometimes  toy 
that--  sometimes  a  great  racket  proceeded  from  their 

manner  of  conducting  their  plays - finally  the  last 

scene  they  exhibited  was .dancing  to  the  music  of  my 
flute,  which  seem'd  to  please  them  a  good  deal  tho' 
indifferently  performed.  They  danced  tout  one  figure 
and  that  was  the  grog.  Edmund  sang  a  song-  sane  gave 
their  attention  and  some  did  n't.  After  chatting  among 
themselves  awhile, they  went  to  their  respective  homes. 
Late  as  10  O'clock  or  after.  Grandfather  became  quite 
impatient  to  have  them  gone, on  account  of  disturbing 
him-  wonder'd  if  they  were  not  dancing  "Indian  *' 

Ruth  went  to  the  N.  part  of  the  town. 

Mild  weather-  wind  N.W. 

Saturday ,J an' y  12th.  Assisted  in  the  same  business 
that  I  did  on  the  preceding  day.  Thawy.w'd  N.W. 
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Sunday, Jan' y  13th.  Father  went  to  Church, leaving 
all  his  people  at  home, some  reading, some  singing  some 
jrpicking  off  tunes  and  writing  off  songs, and  some  doing 
nothing.  Carried  Miss  Achsah  Doty  and  Mrs  Stewart  with 
Lydia  and  Sophia  to  Mr  Mellen' s  in  the  evening.  Did  n't 
mean  to  stay  long-  hept  my  seat  in  Mr  Nathan's  room 
'till  I  understood  that  Miss  Clarissa  and  Miss  Laura 
Norton  were  coming- then  slipp'd  into  the  old  gentleman's 
room. 'While  I  was  there, talking  with  him, Mrs  Stewart's 
husband  arriv'd, and  was  introduc'd  to  him.-  Lik'd  the 
phiz  and  shape  of  the  gentleman  very  well-  Went  back 
into  the  other  room. Found  Mr  Nath'l  Locke  and  his  friend 
Heny  perusing  Pike' s  Arithmetic.  I  put  my  head  with 
their' s  without  noticing  who  was  in  the  room  f.or  some 
minutes.  At  length  I  look'd  up  and  spoke  with  Miss  Clara 
and  afterwards  with  Miss  Laura.  Wrote  some  with  oil  of 
vitriol.  Mr  Nathan  Mellen  came  home  from  Mr  House*  s- 
Shook  hards  with  him  without  rising.  See  that  bull. 
Having  spent  the  evening  very  agreeably, we  stood  for 
home-  brpught  Miss  Clara  and  Miss  Laura  with  us  as  far 
as  their  house-  Miss  Clara  and  I  feign'd  great  grief  on 
parting  witfc  each  other.  Got  home  in  good  season. Wrote 
in  my  Jour'l  'till  a  late  hour.  Snow'd  all  day  moderate¬ 
ly.  Cold.  Poor  sleighing. 
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MondayiJ an' y  14th.  I  rode  on  horse-back  with  my 
youngest  sister  and  cousin  Catherine  to  the  school-house 
Turned  my  mare  loose  into  the  highway  to  go  home-and 
became  a  member  of  Mr  Norton's  school.  Took  a  seat  with 
Mr  Levi  Jewett  and  Mr  Columbus  J  Bowdish.  Did  a  sum  in 
the  Rule  of  Three  Direct . -Receiv' d  some  assistance  from 
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Mr  Botfdish-  Read  in  the” Columbian  Orator” once  or 
twice.  Went  with  Mr  Norton  to  hie  father1 3  at  noon. 

Saw  Mrs  Norton  and  her  daughter  Laura  washing-  Also 
Cap’t  Norton  and  Mr  Wm.  Park.  We  made  a  short  tarry. 

Mr  Norton  soon  collected  his  pupils  and  went  through 
the  various  exercises  with  as  little  confusion  as  could 
have  been  expected  from  the  same  number*  I  miss’d  a 
word  put  out  from  the  spelling  book.  It  was  "Flagitious” 
I  spelt  it  F-l-a- , fla.g-i-gi,flagi  c-i-o-u-s — shus, 
Flagicious.  At  night  several  words  were  put  out  from 
Perry’s  Dictionary  one  of  which  was  ”  Holocaust”  ; 
when  going  round  the  third  or  fourth  time, it  was  spelt 
by  Mr  Bunel  Greene. 

When  I  was  coming  home  at  night, father  saw  me  a 
few  rods  south  of  Mr  Judd’s  and  hailed  me-  ”Do  you  know 
where  old  Jim  is  ?**  No  sir  I  don’t-  1  thought  she 
was  at  home. 
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”No  she  an’ t-  see  if  she  is  at  Parsons4 ”. said  father- 
as  he  was  going  down  the  lane  that  way  before  I  could 
get  there-he  had  arriv’d  and  examined  for  himself-and 
not  finding  the  mare-angrily  order’d  me  to  go  back  and 
find  her.  I  faced  about  with  a  head  full  of  thoughts- 
how  foolishly  I  had  done  in  letting  her  go  with  the 
saddle  and  bridle  on-  and  if  stolen-  besides  merely 
loosing  the  property, it  would  stick  by  me  as  long  as 
I  should  live-hop’s  I  should  find  her  at  Mr  Mellen’s 
&r  Mr  Fay( s .  From  Blue-point  I  walk’d  in  company  with 
Mr  J  Loomis  (who  v/as  riding)  to  Mr  Wm  Norton’s  pasture 
Wr  meadow-(it  makes  no  difference  which  I  call  it) 
there  I  found  the  old  jade.  She  had  a  notion,  it  seenfe’, 
of  going  home  by  a  shorter  route  than  the  road-and, 
seeing  Mr  Norton’s  bars  down, through  them, enter’d  his 
field, hoping  to  find  her  way  into  our  pasture , lying  W. 
of  it, and  thence  home;but  found  herself  wofully  mis¬ 
taken.  Now, having  told  what  I  thought  &  did, and  what  I 
suppos’d  the  old  mare  tho’t-it  is  enough  to  say, that  I 
arriv’d  at  home-without  much  said  about  it.  Cold  and 
cj.  oudy . 


Tuesday, Jan* y  15th.  Carried  Lydia  and  others  to 
school-Left  a  ram  and  a  merino  ewe  at  Cap’t  Norton’s. 
Got  back  with  the  sleigh-  Father  took  it  and  carried 
mother  and  aunt  Dotia  to  uncle  Taylor’s  and  Mr  Hunt’s 
and  did  other  business-  studied  Alexander^flut ’ d  some- 
prick’  d  off  "The  Grand  Spy”.  Ira  was  drawing  wood. 

In  the  evening  Mr  Ellis  Doty  Sc  Mr  Sam’l  Dix 
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arriv’d  from  Wilmington.  Mr  Doty  felt  pretty  nicely  and 
would  have  me  play  for  him  while  he  was  eating  his- sup¬ 
per.  Wrote  a  letter  to  Mr  Horatio  G.  Doty  to  inform  him 
of. his  mother’s  death.  See  p. 

Moderately  cold  in  the  daytime -Cold  night. Wd  N. 

••  Jan’y  16th.  Wednesday-  ^r  Dix  went  away  pretty 
early  in  the  day  on  his  journey  to  Luzerne  N.Y. carrying 
the  letter  which  I  had  written  the  evening  before. 
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Assisted  father  and  Mr  Doty  about  reckoning. The  result 
was  this:  Mr  Doty* s  account  against  my  father  amounted 
to  $24--66cte  Father*  s  against  him  $22--. Mr  Dotytook 
home  6  bushels  of  rye  and  13  bushels  corn, with  him. 

Sepnt  my  time  much  as  I  did  on  the  15th,  It  was  snoyy 
and  very  little  done  without  doors.  Ira  and  father 
tried  the  young  horse  in  the  sleigh. 

-Rode  with  Miss  Sophia  Waters  in  a  sleigh, against 
a  harsh  south  wind, after  dark,  to  Mr  Elijiah  Fay* s- 
Found  his  upper  kitchen  fill'd  with  young  people  of  both 
sexes, but  a  small  number  of  the  masculine  gender. They 
were  seated, in  the  form  of  a  hollow  square, before  the 
fire, and  remain'd  in  that  position  for  some  time.  Most 
of  the  gentlemen  arriv'd  after  I  got  there.  There  names 
are  as  follows —  beginning  at  the  N  and  going  S  Mr  Luthe* 
Smith, Mr  Buner  Greene, Mr  Jesse  Loomis  Jun'r,Mr  Levi 
Jewett  , Mr  Columbus  J  Bowdish,  Mr  Edmund  T  Locke  and  Mr 
Gideon  House. 

The  ladies 
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The  ladies  were ,acc ording  to  the  order  in  which  I  have 
set  down  the  gentlemen's  names;  Miss  Lydia  Harwood, Miss 
Sophia  Waters, Miss  Clarrissa  Greene,  Miss  Clarrissa  Nor¬ 
ton, Midd  Lucretia  Norton,  Miss  Laura  Norton,  Miss  Harriot 
Mellen,Miss  Jerusha  Fay,  Miss  Clarrissa  Loomis, Miss  Sal$r 
Loomis,  Miss  Eunice  Jewett,  Miss  Tryjihosa  Jewett  and 
Miss  Lydia  Jewett.  They  played  "Button"  "Proud  and  Scorn 
ful"  "  Wink"'em  slyly"  "The  Famer"  "Neighbor"  and  I  dont 
know  but  some  others-  Yes  I  recollect  one  more;  "01 
broths'  Roger  how  happy  were  we, When  last  we  sat  under; 
thaugh  Juniper-tree--thau  j uniper-tree-i-o-&c" .  It 

happen'd  while  they  v/ere  playing  "Proud  &  Scornful -Miss 
Clara  Loomis^ being  in  the  chair, that,  uncle  'Lijah  came 
in-  and  was  immediately  presented  to  the  "Proud  and 
Scornful"lady ,who  with  much  parade  receiv'd  him  very 
kindly.  The  old  man  carried  on  the  joke  as  high  as  any 
of'ea  but  did  not  take  his  seat,tho*  Miss  Clarrissa  fol¬ 
lowed  him  with  the  chair  sevoral  feet.  This  made  a  great 
shout  amongst  them.  When  the  apples  were  brought  forward 
Mr  Norton  took  a  large  tin  pan  full  and  serv'd  them 
about.  After  he  had  gone  round-said  "if  any  brother  or 
sister  had  not  receiv'd  a  portion  he  or  she  would  make 
it  manifest  by  the  usual  sign  of  standing  up. "-Two  thir& 
of  the  ring  were  upon  their  feet.  With  the  appl©  come  of 
the  company  conducted  shamefully.  In  some  other  respects 
their  conduct  was  far  from  being  commendable.  The  time 
seem'd  long  to  me, because  they  manag'd  do  dryly.  Just 
before  we  sepa 
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rated, they  singled  out  in  pairs-or  rather  in  bunches*a 
gentleman  and  lady  here  and  another  there, and  a  gentle¬ 
man  and  two  or  three  ladies  in  another  place.  I  was 
treated  with  respect  by  every  one  in  the  company. -talk* d 
with  Miss  Eunice  Jewett-jpked  her  on  account  of  her  bei^ 
an  old  maid-however , she  is  haddly  enough  advanc'd  to 
receive  the  term  in  its  fullest  extent.  Talk'd  with  Miss 
Clarrissa  and  Lucretia  Norton  about  an  exhibit ion, had 
seven  years  ago  at  Mr  House' s, performed  by  the  scholars 
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in  this  district .under  the  direction  of  Mr  Henan  A, 

Pay-  and  with  otherladies  on  other  subjects-  did  n’t 
mean  to  use  any  partiality  among  the  fair  eex-if  I  did, 
it  was  certainly  not  intended. 

We  separated  in  good  season,  I  had  my  sleigh  fill’d 
with  grils principally ,when  I  came  from  Mr  Pay1 s , but 
before  I  got  into  the  beaten  path  of  the  road  I  had 
them  unloaded-  Did  n’t  turn  over, but  pitch’d  the  sleigh 
into  a  ditch  in  such  manner  that .without  unloading, the 
horses  could  not  take  it  out.  Having  extricated  myself 
from  this  difficulty,  I  took  on  my  loading  and  came  on 
without  farther  trouble-  dropping  it  along  by  the  way 
as  occasion  required.  Mi®  Clarrissa  Noiton  said,  after 
she  left  the  sleigh  to  go  into  the  house,  ’’Hiram  you 
must  come  with  Lydia  and  Sophia  down  to  our  house 
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sane  evening”  I  told  her  I  would,  saying  ,  that , I  should 
wait  upon  the  ladies  in  the  politest  manner.  Our  peo¬ 
ple  wwre  up  when  we  came  home, and  did  n’t  retire  ’till 
some  time  afterwards.  In  noticing  my  little  ditch 
scrape,  I  ought  to  acknowledge , that, I  receiv’d  consid¬ 
erable  assistance  fran  Mr  Horton, otherwise  I  think  it 
is  likely  my  sleigh-tonge  would  have  been  broken-  There, 
then, so  much  for  the  16th  of  Jan’ y. which, in  the  daylight 
part  of  it, was  a  stormy  day-  snow  and  wind  from  the 
south-  Grew  warmer  afe  night  came  on  and  finally  turn’d 
into  a  serious  thaw-  rain  instead  of  snow* 

Thursday , Jan’ y  17th.  Did  a  little  at  chopping  in 
the  morning-paid  some  attention  to  Alexander-chopping  at 
Mr  Parsons  about  noon-  a  tune  or  two  at  home  and  made 
some  attempts  at  studying  grammar.  Mother  and  Docia 
went  to  pay  Mrs  Parsonsan  an  P.M.’s  visit.  Sophia, a 
little  time  afterwards , look’ d  out  and  saw  visitors  coming 
-I  thought  I  should  appear  like  an  idle  lubber  to  them- 
to  avoid  which-  I  shut  myself  up  in  the  bedroom.  Staid 
there  playing  on  my  flute  awhile,  and  then  crept  out  of 
the  window  and  went  to  chopping  wood  at  Ira’si-  Went 
into  the  house.  Ira  was  sitting  over  his  fire  with  a 
dull  head-ache*  Uncle  Ephriam  Taylor  was  shaving  ox¬ 
bows-  and  said  ’’Hiram, you’ re  going  about  doing  good  to¬ 
day.  I  saw  you  chopping  at  Parsons’ but  could  not  account 
for  it.  I  should  not  have  wondered  at  it, if  that  little 
girl  had  been  there.”  See  p.76.  c  c.  (a. 

Our  visitors  prov’d  to  be  Mrs  Anna  Dewey  and 
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Miss  Melissa  Street.  Sophia  push’d  for  Parsons’ and 
caused  Morther  and  Docia  to  return  with  Mrs  P.  When  the 
women  met, I  suppose  they  had  a  jolly  time  of  it.  If  th#- 
did  n’t  it’s  none  of  my  business.  Mrs  Dewey  and  the 
other  lady  staid  long  enough  to  take  supper  and  were  th« 
carried  home  by  Mr  Joseph  Safford.  Mrs  Parsons  tarried 
all  the  evening*  Mr  Parsons  came  up  and  gallanted  her 
home . 

father  was  gone  all  day, getting  his  siiigh-shoes 
plated  with  steel  at  Col’n  Norton’s* 
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Having  rained  in  the  preceding  night  and  becoming 
cold  in  the  morning  and  growing  colder  all  day  made  it 
very  slippery  walking.  Wd  N.W. 

Priday,Jan'y  18th. -Was  threshing  rye  with  father. 
J.ra  went  to  mill  and  carried  mother  and  hocia  to  Mr  Wm 
Norton*  s-  brought  them  back  in  the  evening.  Mr  Loan  Dew¬ 
ey,  MrrAult,  Mr  Judd,  Mr  Henry  Brown  and  young  bunel 
Greene  all  happen'd  here  this  evening.  Mr  Dewey  gave  an 
account  of  the  regulations  of  the  N.Y.  State  Prison, 
he  and  Mr  Ault  related  some  anecdotes.  I  was  fluting  in 
the  kitchen  hall  in  the  forepart  of  the  evening-  and 
writing  my  Jour’l  in  the  latter  part.  Cold. Wind  N.W. 

Saturday  an*  y  10th.  My  business  the  same.  No  more 
rye  to  thresh.  Damp, cloudy  and  some  rainy. 

Sunday, Jan* y  20th.  A  foggy  Sunday.  Nobody  in 
See  p.109  our  family  went  to  Church.  Mr  D. Church  ,Mr  S.Montague 

and  Mr  Russel  Morgan  spent  the  evening  here.-  Assisted 
Lydia  abut  parsing-  know  very  little 
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about  it  myself-Spent  a  great  part  of  the  evening  at  Ird 
*  s-  N.R. Locke  there. 

Monday, Jan* y  21st,  A  butternut  tree  which  grew  in 
the  B  meadow  was  taken  from  the  stump  and  with  some 
difficulty, drawn  to  the  house-by  piece-meals.  The  doty 
mare  cork*d  herself.  One  of  the  oxen  galled  his  foot. 
Which  foot  ?  Why, then  1*11  say  one  of  his  f eet. .  Another 
tree  of  the  kind  was  taken, from  the  S.W.  corner  of the  N. 
meadow, to  the  door, with  less  difficulty.  Pa the r  shod 
the  sledsand  chopped  butternut-wood. 

Fcggy-the  tops  of  the  trees  on  the  mountains  white. 
Mild-  Thawy.  Wind  N.W.-  I  guess- 

My  writing, composition  and  a  slight  view  of  myself - 
all , consider' d-makes  me  feel  exceedingly  dejected.  Oh! 
what  would  I  not  give  to  be  transformed  into  a  vigilant, 
enterprising,well-educated  young  man.  Ah!  why  mourn  when 
it  availeth  nothing;-  A  touch  at  the  flute  will  cure  mkl 
all.  no, it  won*  t , because  1  can*  t  play  sowell-not  half 
so  well  as  I  wish  to.  "  So  well  as"  Is  that  good  grammar 
Let  me  examine.  See  p.  197.  I  am  full  of  spleen, and  as 
it  is  late, I  guess  1*11  retire/ 

Tuesday , Jan* y  22d..  Studied  Alexander  in  the  A.M. 
Assisted  father  about  cleaning  rye  and  bringing  it  into 
the  house-  Drew  one  load  of  wood.  Ira  went  round  the 

t  ■  1811  196 

neighborhood  with  the  subscription  bill  for  the  relief 
Mrs  Anne  Waters-  got  ID  &  50C.  See  p.  113.  In  the  eve¬ 
ning-walked  with  Mr  N.R. Locke  and  Miss  Sophia  Waters  to 
Cap’ t  Norton’s-  Had  a  hard  fall  near  Mr  Luman* s  door- 
Paid  him  a  visit.  His  flute  was  lent  to  Mr  Smith-  took 
turns  aiaiut  playing  on  mine-  Cap’t  Norton  and  Mr  Mellen 
came  in  to  hear  the  music-  A  few  anecdotes  from  them. 
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Mr  Mellen  exhibited  his  scholar's  writing.  Mr  Luman 
shew'd  an  old  cyphering-hook  containing  the  hand-writing 
of  Mr  Richard  and  Nathan  Mellen  and  Mr  Heman  A  Fay. 

Mr  Mellen  told  the  story  of  Pat  Lynch's  going  to  Wil¬ 
mington.  Young  Mrs  Norton  had  a  very  had  cold.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  young  hoys  about  the  age  of  12  and  15  were  there** 
Came  home  before  nine  o'clock.  Sophia  came  home  some 
time  afterward* -had  attended  a  meeting  of  young  people 
at  Mr  Mellen* s.  Cloudy-cold  at  night  Wd  N.W. 

Mr  Elisha  Waters  spent  the  evening  with  his  lady 
at  Ira's.  Mr  Parsons  and  father  reckon'd. 

v 

Wednesday , Jan* y  23d.--  Attended  Mr  Norton's  school- 
Wrote  nonsense  in  Mr  E  T  Locke's  cyphering-hook  in  the 
A.M.-  At  noon  Mr  Norton  and  I  parsed  a  few  lines  of  Julia 
and  Syphax, assisted  some  by  Miss  Lucretia.  P.M.-  shew* d 
Miss  L.  a  form  of  expression  like 
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what  I  made  use  of .near  tne  bottom  of  page  195.  She 
seem'd  to  thinkj^e^be  grammatical  it  ought  to  read  thus - 
"I  cannot  play  as  well, not  half  as  well  as  I  wish  to 
play."  Returning  •  from  school-saw, in  a  sleigh  at  Cap't 
Norton's,  a  neat  swell' d  bureau, - supposing  it  to  belong 
to  Miss  Clarrissa-said  to  myself-  ''That'll  do  for  me- 
that'll  do  for  me."  I  and  both  of  my  sisters  were  at 
school  today.  We  suffer'd  much  with  theri  ohld  coming 
home.  Went  to  Mr  Wm  Norton' s  with  a  box  of  caps  which 
were  to  be  sent  to  Dr.  Fay's  wife  in  Pawlett.  t -1-e- 
double  t--lett,  Pawlett--  is  a  droll  way  of  spelling- 
rather  to  much  of  a  double  to  it  ) 

Saw  Mr  John  Shoals  and  his  lady  who  had  just  ar¬ 
riv'd  fr on  Grenville-  N.Y.  Mr  Norton  and  a  gentleman  who 
came  with  them  talk'd  of  this , that , and  the  other-  just 
as  it  happen'd,  but  were  longer  engaged  in  describing 
the  people  who  live  at  the  salt-works  in  Onondaga  County 
N.Y.  than  anything  else, while  I  was there.  Did  n't  stay 
long.  Mr  Ault  and  Mr  Judd  both  happen'd  here  this  eve¬ 
ning.  Mr  Judd  had  a  son  come  into  his  family  on  the 
Very  clear  and  extremely  cold-  wind  N.W. 

Saw  two  gentlemen  strangers  at  Mr  N's. 
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Thursday , Jan* y  24th.  Rode  to  Col'n  Norton's  to 
get  a  span  of  horses  shod,  he  could  not  shoe  them  then, 
but  would  the  next  morning.-  Carried  him  a  bushel  of 
spring-wheat.-  Call'd  at  Mr  Young's  Office  and  left  or, 
to  speak  more  to  the  purpose , return* d  a  book  which  I  had 
borrow'd  of  Mr  Avery.-  Saw  My  Young  and  a  gentleman 
whom  I  took  to  be  a  lawyer,  borrow'd  the  first  volume 
of  the.  Spectator  of  Mr  Young.  Did  n't  ride  coming  home. 

I  was  overtaken  by  gen.  Robinson  and  Mr  Freeborn  Watson 
a  few.  rods  n  of  Mr  Cook's  and  accosted  by  the  former 
thus,  "  What',  have  2  horses  and  ride  neither  of  them  iM  — 
Answer'd,  "It  is  better  to  travel  on  foot  than  to  ride- 

such  cold  weather  as  this  is  " -  These  words  had  hardly 

been  uttered, when  a  tin^peddlar' s  waggon  came  jarring 
down  the  hill, the  sight  of  which  so  frighten'd  the  gen's 


horse, that  he  faced  about  and  in  spite  of  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  of  his  rider , gain’d  several 
rods  towards  the  meeting-house-  and  it  was  with  con¬ 
siderable  difficulty  that  he  could  be  rode  by  the 
t in-peddlar ;who  was  laughing  all  the  while.  (  Grand 
composition  l -  who  can  beat  it  V  ) 

My  business , after  I  got  home , was , threshing  bar¬ 
ley  along  with  father.  Ira  went  to  Dewey’s  mill  and 
did  some  collecting  for  Mrs  Waters.  Mrs  Polly  and 
Mrs  Patty  Waters  were  visiting  here  this  P.M.  The 
former  staid  all  night.  Late  in  the  P.M.  and  in  the 
forepart  of  the  evening-  Mr  Sam’ 1  Judd  and  his  mother 
came 

, 
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to  our  house-likewise  Cap’t  Oliver  Waters' and  his  son 
Elisha.  The  old  gentleman  was  full  of  his  fun  at  the 
table-  Told  an  anecdote  concerning  his  working  on  the 
highway  once  in  a  district  in  which  Capt  Burt  was 
surveyor  at  the  time-  see  page 

Amus’d  myself  an  d  would  have  amus’d  others  if 
possible  with  music, in  the  evening. 

A  prospect  of  snow  seem’d  to  exist  in  the  A.M. , 
but  disappear'd  in  the  P.M.  Cold-wind  N.W/ 

. 

Friday , Jan’ y  25th.  Threshing  wheat-the  employ¬ 
ment  of  father  and  myself,  Ira  was  drawing  wood.  Mr 
Eph’rn  Taylor  brought  a  letter  here  in  te evening  from 
his  daughter  Anna.  A  cold  morning-mild-middle  of  the 
day. 

Saturday , Jan* y  26th.  Business-the  same.  Ira  got 
the  horses  shod-  Brought  home  three  Bo’s  cf  the 
"Weekly  Aurora"-f rom  Jan’y  1st  to  the  15th.  Mr  Par¬ 
sons  and  his  brother  Seth  were  here  in  the  evening. 
Cold  and  cloudy-I  would  say-clear , in  the  A.M. -P.M,. 
not  so  cold, but  cloudy. 

Sjtnday ,Jan* y  27th.  I  do  really  suppose , for  -my 
own  part, that  I  should  have  gone  to  Church  today  if 

1  had  not  had  company  from  the  furnace-  as  Mr  John 
Murphy  and  Mr  Stephen  Whipple, who  tarried  all  night. 
Father  came  from  Church  and  said  he  had  attended  Mr 
John  C.  Cook’s  wedding, which  united  an  ugly, foolish 
old  man  to  a  silly  gossip  of  25.  See  p.  167, where  I 
mention’d  the  death  of  his  former  wife  but  not  by  her 
proper  name .which  was  Patty. 
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£l  religious  meeting  was  held  at  Mr  Brown’s  in 
the  evening,  which  I  did  not  attend, but  most  of  the 
family  did-  Went  to  Dr.  Swift’s-  All  gone  to  meeting 
except  Orin  Shaw,  Amanda  C&mbp ell, little  Edward  and 
his  sister.  (How  do  I  spell  "Campbell"  ?  in  asking 
the  question  I  have  answer’d  it  ))  Young  Horatio  Clark 
was  there. -Head  Voltaire’s  Philosophical  Dictionary- 

2  or  3  pages.  Edmund  Locke  came  for  the  Doctor  for 
Miss  Sophia  Billings*  I  came  home  and  spent  my  time- 
reading  and  writing. 

Mild-a  small  flurry  of  snow  in  the  evening. Wd  W 
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Monday, Jan’y  28th,  20  bushels  of  wheat  was  winnow’d 

and  put  into  the  bin.  Ira  collected  a  few  cent3  for 
Mrs  Waters*  Mjy  Taylor  chopp’d  some,  in  the  P.M.  Pre¬ 
parations  were  made  by  father, for  going  to  Swanton. 

Mr  Parsons  in  the  evening  took  the  subscription-bill 
for  Mrs  Waters  and  carried  it  to  Mrs  H Inman  to  see  if 
she  would  sign  anything.  The  old  woman  would  do  noth 
ing  about  it.  Mr  Parsons  left  her  after  he  had  had  a 
pretty  warm  dispute  with  her.  Tolerably  cold-  W’d  HW 

Tuesday , Jan* y  29th.  Father  and  sister  Lydia 
set  out  for  Swanton.  Lydia  and  I  look’d  each  other  in 
the  face  and  laugh’d  as  she  launch’d  off.  We  have 
never  lived  apart  without  seeing  each  other  more  than 
three  days,  since  we  were  born.  I  went  to  Mr  Parsons 
found  him  drawing  off  accounts  to  go  and  settle  with 
several  of  his  customers.  He  invited  me  to  go  with 
hiim  to  town,,  but  I  did  n’t  accept  his  invitation.- 
Chopp’ d  a  few  sticks  of  wood  for  him-and  did  something 
in  that  way  at  home..  Studied  Alexander  a  little  while, 
in  the  P.M.  Mr  Eph’rn  Hewey,wife  and  sister  made  a 
visit  here  this  P.M. 


1811  201 

Ira  had  a  sore  thumb  so  that  he  could  do  but  little. 

Mr  Luther  Smith  and  Mr  N.R. Locke  paid  me  a  visit  that 
evening.  Music  and  reading  made  up  our  diversions. 

After  mentioning  that  it  was  a  keen  morning  and 
clear  and  cold  all  day,  I  shall  say  that  I  was  not  the 
person  who  spatter’d  this  paper  with  mud-  Some  other 
rogue  besides  me  did  it. 

Wednesday , Jan’ y  30th-  Was  afflicted  with  the 
tooth-ache  in  the  forepart  of  the  day-  Went  to  Mr  Par¬ 
sons.  Mrs  P  gave  me  some  squaw-bark  to  chew.  It  seem’d 
to  mitigate  the  pain  while  the  strenght  of  it  lasted, 
but  it  answer’d  only  for  a  short  time.  Mr  Taylor  workU 
here.  Ira, Mr  Parsons  and  their  wives  went  to  Hoosack 
in  a  waggon-  helping  them  away  and  the  tooth-ache  hin¬ 
der’d  so  much  that  but  72  shieves  of  wheat  were  threshCL 

Sophia  in  the  evening  with  her  friend  Laura, want 
to  Mr.  Montague* s .where  a  meeting  of  young  people  was 
had.  I  told  my  mother  I  should  go, if  I  might  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  wear  a  white  shirt.  At  first  she  refus’d 

but  finally  she  let  me  have  one - So  I  fix’d  up 

as  gay  as  I  could  conveniently , and, taking  my  flute, 
march} d  off.  I  did  n’t  go  to  Montague’s-  I  had  anoth¬ 
er  way  to  go.  Left  my  musical  instrument  in  Mr  Elisha 
Water’s  shop  and  went  to  the  Post  Office.-  Saw  Mr  Smead 
Mr  Merrill  and  Lr  Robinson  there.-  Enquir’d  for  Mrs  Sims 
-was  told  by  Mr  M  that  she  was  at  Judge  Robinson’ s-- 
went  there-  was  told  that  she  had  gone  into  Mr  E.Young’s 
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found  her  in  the  back-kitchen/  Mrs  Young  was  there 
sick  on  a  kind  of  bunk-  Mrs  Sims  and  I  went  into  Judge 
Robinson’s  kitchen.  At  first, found  nobody  there-  Mr3 
Sims  said  she  was  glad  of  it-  She  wanted  to  talk  with 
me  very  much-  Asked  me  how  long  it  would  be  before  I 
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should  be  settl  d  down  in  the  world  ?--  Wanted 

to  know  if  I  had  written  a  letter  to  Troy-  and  whether 
I  had  receiv'd  one  or  more  from  that  place.  To  these 
questions , and  many  others  of  the  same  nature, I  answer’d 
without  much  equivocation.  We  were  not  alone  but  a  few 


momajtifeeA-  moments- the  hired  girl- 
made  her  appearance-  next  a  Dutch 
house-, then  Mr  Sims,  who  scuffl’d 
passed  a  few  jokes  wit h  Miss  Anna 
him  to  Malone  instead  of  his  wife. 


Miss  Anna  Eason- so on 
boy-belonging  to  the 
with  his  wife, and 
about  taking  her  with 
Sometime  afterwards 


Capt  Waters  came  in.  I  arose  and  gave  him  my  seat, and 
taking  another  chair  and  placing  it  behind  me  with  the 
back  part  of  it  over  the  edge  of  the  hearth, which  was  a 
little  higher  than  the  floor  -  with  great  sedateness 
and  composure-  was  proceeding  to  fill  it-  but  my  chair 
fell  over  on  to  the  floor-  and  I  on  to  the  solid  hearth. 
Every  one  was  greatly  pleas’d  at  seeing  thes-  I  exclaim’ 
that,  it  was  honestly  donw-  no  trick  about  it.  Which 
seem’d  to  give  new  life  to  their  mirth.  Mr  Merrill  hap¬ 
pen’d  in-  was  in  a  very  cheerful  mood-  jesting  with  Capt 
Waters  and  Miss  Anna,who  call’d  on  him  to  marry  them- 
Anna  being  the  most  forward  in  the  business.  So  they 
paraded 
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in  matrimonial  form-and  Mr  Merrill  had  gone  about  half 
through  the  cenemony  when  Capt  Waters  suddenly  broke  fio 
from  the  girl  and  took  his  seat-  saying  he  was  sick  of 
it.  Mr  Merrill  afterwards  entertain’ d  us  with  agreeable 
and.  intelligible  conversation-how  Napolean  is  rul’d  by 
his  young  wife-of  his  great  policy  in  marrying  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Austria’s  Daughter  &c,&c. 

Mr  Sims  inform’d  me  that  he  and  his  wife  expected 
to  leave  town  the  next  morning  for  Malone  with  Mr  E  A 
Nichols.  His  wife  expected  she  should  visit  her  friends 
here  in  two  years.  I  told  her  no-  not  so  soon  as  that, 

I  did  n’t  believe.  She  and  her  husband  too , express  ’  d 
much  anxiety  to  see  Miss  ’Becca  Cutler-living  in  Troy. 
Not  the  least  probility  of  it  now  existed.  Sims  spoke 
highly  in  her  praise .when  I  parted  with  him.  I  wish’d 
him  weli-and  we  mutually  promis’d  to  write  to  each  other 
Play’d  a  few  tunes  on  my  way  home.  Very  late  when  I  went 
to  bed. 

Clear  ’till  evening-cloudy  then-snow’ d  moderately 

Thursday , Jan’ y  31st,  Mr  Taylor  and  I  thresh’d 
wheat.  Ira  arriv’d  f rom  H oosfcek-  brought  Mrs  Ra  Stone 
and  Mr  Parson*  3  mother  with  him.  Mr  Parsons  swapp’d  off 
his  old  horse  on  the  30th-  receiv’d  in  exchange  a  crea¬ 
ture  much  smaller  and  much  weaker. 

Visited  the  Post  Office  in  the  evening-got  the 
Aurora.  Went  to  Patchin’ s  store-  hauh--to  Merchant’ s- 
had  Vermont-money  to  buy  a  few  yards  of  ribbon  for  cous¬ 
in  Ruth, who  had  given  me  a  sample  of  what  I  was  to  pur¬ 
chase,  and  told  me  to  get  a  pound  of  hyson-skin  tea 
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too  ,9o  as  to  put  oi  f  her  money. -Asked  the  clerk  for  the 
tea-and-  after  he  had  weigh’d  me  out  a  pound  of  it, high¬ 
ly  prais’d-  at  5/6-enquir’d  for  the  kind  of  ribband  whic 


Ruth  wanted, but  he  had  none.  I  asked  him  if  it  would 
be  no  damage  to  him  to  keep  the  tea-he  said  it  would  n’t 
-Went  to  Patchin’ s-but  they  could  not  produce  the  right 
Sort  of  ribbon-  Back  again  to  the  P  Office  to  return 
some  newspapers  I  had  borrow’d  of  Mr  Merrill-  Staid, 
awhile  conversing  with  him  about  Mr  Gallatin  and  Mr 
Duane-  then  down  to  Strong’ s  store, where  I  purchas’d  a 
pound  of  hyson-skin  for  5/o  and  ribband  enough  to  come 
to  25  cents.  They  seemed  to  be  doing  a  good  deal  of  bus 
iness.-  Saw  a  young  man  reading  ’’The  Life  of  Napolean” 
with  spectacles  on.  He  tried  mine, but  could  n’t  see 
through  them.  All  was  well  enough  when  I  got  h6me- ex¬ 
cept  the  ribbon  wa3  not  of  the  right  kind, though  it 
would  answer  the  purpose  tolerably  well. 

It  was  what  we  call  drizzling  weather-A  little, fine 
damp  snow  kept  falling  slowly  all  day. 

January  has  been  a  dry  month.  Mild, generally  speak¬ 
ing.  No  sleighing  in  Bennington  and  its  vicinity. 

Friday ,Febuary  1st.  Ira  and  I  were  threshing  wheat 
Mr  Zach’ah  Harwood  and-  his  son  Silas  made  a  very  short 
visit.  Mr  Wm  Waterman  arriv’d  from  Connecticut-  said  it 
was  good  sleighing,below  New  Ashford, over  the  whole  couh 
try  through  which  he  had  travelled. 

A  light  steady  snovj-  Wd  N.E. 

Sunday, Feb’ y  2d--  Instead  of  Sunday, write  Saturday. 
We  finish’d  threshing  wheat.  Mr  Taylor  took  care  of  the 
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cattle  and  cut  wood  at  the  door.  He  made  an  unsuccess¬ 
ful  .journey  to  Plin’  Dewey’s  barn  to  get  his  flax-break 

Mr  J  Duncan  brought  his  wife  here  for  a  visit-went 
home  himself-  The  wives  of  Mr  Wm  Norton  and  Mr  Elijah 
F’y  Jun’r,  Mrs  Campbell  and  Mrs  Parsons  --were  visiting 
here  this  P.M  Mrs  Campbell  staid  all  night.  A  slow 
snow  like  the  1st. 

Sunday , Feb’ y  3d.  Read  the  Spectator  while  the  rest 
were  breakfasting.  Much  talk  among  the  old  women  on 
baptism.  The  dispute  ended  where  it  begun.  They  all 
knew  as  much  before,a3  they  did  afterwards —  Read  some  & 
inthe  Aurora.-  Went  to  Church  in  the  P.M.  and  sat  in  a 
pew  in  the  gallery  with  Mr  John  Norton  Jun’r--Paid  very 
little  attention  to  Mr  Marsh.  The  singing  pleas’d  me 
very  well-  Slept  all  sermon-time.-  Mrs  Allis  Robinson, 
the  amiable  consort  of  Mr  J onathan  E  Robinson,was  prayfd 
for.  From  Church  rode  with  Mr  Norton  and  his  three  eld¬ 
est  3isters,who  were  dress’d  very  much  alike.  Our  con¬ 
versation  was  very  light  and  airy. 

I  was  it  Capt  Norton’s  in  the  evening  and  agreeably 
spent  my  time  practicing  music  with  friend  Luraan  and 
Mi3S  Lucretia,  The  latter  lent  me  her  singing-book.  Mr 
Columbus  I.Bowdish  and  Mr  Levi  Jewett  were  there.  Mr. 
Loomis  and  his  son  Samuel  came  there  on  business.  A 
little , short-set  old  man, who  wore  a  long  frock, made  it 
his  business  to  keep  a  good  fire.  After  the  clock  struk 
9  I  made  for  home-  Sat  up  late.  A  damp  snow  all  day- 
Wind  N.E.- 


Monday, Peb’y  4th.  Arose  late.  Tried  to  borrow  Mr 
Parsons  mare  to  go  to  mill.  Mr  Taylor  bro’ t  the  news 
of the  death  of  Mrs  Allis  Robinson  which  took  place  about 
7  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Went  with  Ira  to  Cap’t  Nor¬ 
ton’s  to  borrow  hi3  fanning 
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mill*  but  it  was  not  at  home, nor  did  they  know  where  it 
was.  All  the  men, except  the  little  short , long-frock* d 
man, were  gone  from  home.  We  came  home  with  our  ox- sled 
and  I  was  loaded  off  &  3ent  to  mill.-  Went  to  Stiles' 
shop.-  Pound  Mr  Sears,  Mr  J,  Norton, Mr  0. Eddy, Mr  Gideon 
Randall  &  others  hearing  young  Mr  Stiles  sing  a  mourn¬ 
ful  song.-  Play'd  a  few  tunes  on  his  fife-  Left  the 
shop  and  went  to  Mr  Loan  Dewey’ s-The  house  was  alone- 
sang,and  walk’d  the  parlour.  After  going  to  see  after 
my  oxen, -went  into  aunt  Polly’s  kitchen-  Saw  Mr  E  Dewey 
Jun'r,  his  mother  and  Mrs  Susanna  Dewey  hanging  up  a 
poleful  of  saugages.  Aunt  Polly's  daughters  one  after 
another  visited  the  kitchen  to  rig  themselves  for  com¬ 
pany.  My  dress  was  not  of  the  neatest  kind..-  being  with 
out  a  neck-handkerchief-  composed  of  a  woolen  shirt-- 
coarse  boots-  an  old  felt  hat--  a  long  jacket-  large 
over-alls-  a  short  strait-bodied  coat  and  an  old  short 
great  coat. 

They  had  a  rousing  fire.  Mr  Loan  Dewey’s  daughter 
Laura-  lately  married  in  or  near  Whitestown-was  going 
through  the  room  partly  looking  over  one  shoulder-  I 
knew  her, and  rising  from  my  seat  at  the  same  time  I  was 
saying  "How  do  you  do  Laura  ?M -Shook  hands  with  her-- 
heartily--  "Is  this  Hiram  Harwood  "-  said  she-  "Yes,  I 
told  her."  the  same  rough  old  fellow."  "You  and  I  were 
once  neighbors  ",said  I,  "And  cousins  too-round  about"- 
she  answer’d.  She  ap 
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peared  glad  to  see  me.  I  certainly  wa3  pleas’d  to  see 
her.  She  took  a  seat  and  enquir’d  about  "Aunt  Dama"-- 
Lydia--  Herman  Pay  and  others.  Mr  Pay,  I  Inform’d  her 
belonged  to  the  U. S.Army-  station’d  at  Baltimore.  We 
had  a  very  pleasant  chat.  She  then  mov'd  off  into  the 
parlour.  One  of  Aunt  Polly' s  girls  invited  me  to  go 
into  the  parlour, but  I  did  not  choose  to  move  my  quar¬ 
ters.  Loan  Dewey  Jun’r, who  had  lately  recover’d  from 
a  severe  fit  of  sickness, sat  down  by  me  during  my  stay, 
and  amus’d  himself  with  a  j  ewsharp-  and  talk'd  with  me- 
I  handled  the  harp  a  few  times.  Aunt  Polly  gave  a 
short  lecture  on  profane  awearing.  Mr  Joseph  Day  and 
Mr  Charles  Walbridge  came  there,  while  I  was  at  the 
house. -but  not  together-  Drank  some  pleasant  cider. 

Quit  aunt  Polly's  kitchen  and  budg’d  home  with  my  gris^ 
which  uncle  Eldad  had  ground  while  I  was  visiting. - 
Brought  home  Plin  Dewey’s  flax-break  with  me. -Read  sev¬ 
eral  pages  of  my  journal  to  Nathaniel  R.Locke  in  the  eve 
ning-  Wrote  some-  Mod'y  snowy9  "--d  N.E.. 


Tuesday ,Peb' y  5th»  I  was  order'd  up  to  Col'n  Nor¬ 
ton’s  with  the  oxen  to  get  shoes  put  on  to  the  feet  off 
which  they  had  lost  shoes  since  they  had  been  shod  in  tie 

the  beginning  of  the  winter.  They  were  not  ready  to  attend_^ 


> 


to  them  at  first,  so  I  fasten’d  the  fellows  and  went 
to  Young’s  Office-  .Nobody  in-  wrote  a  few  lines-  saw 
Lewis  And  Clark’s  travels--  price  $1.50-  A. Angel’s 
name  wrtiten  in  it-  Likewise- -Memoirs  of  Mrs  Clark  & 
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Trial  of  The  Duke  of  York.  Left  in  Mr  Young’s  library 
-  first  Vol  of  the  Spectator  which  I  had  borrow’d  and 
went  to  the  Post  Office-.  Mr  Merrll,  Mr  Burnham  and 
Mr  Henry  Robinson-were  talking  there  together  about  the 
law  concerning  the  settlement  of  interstate  estates- 
Prom  the  office  into  Patchin’ s  store-  bought  half  a 
yard  of  black  gauze.  Pour  young  men  were  eating  raisins 
and  drinking  rum.  .Newel  Squire  was  reading  a  small 
book  entitled  ”  A  Picture  of  the  City  of  Hew  YorkM- 
Return’ d  to  the  shop-  Pound  them  shoeing  an  ox  for  Mr 
Millington---  Said,  I  never  saw  an  ox  shod-  never  had 
seen  one  cast.  "A  young  man  22  years  old  ’’-said  Col  Hor¬ 
ton-  M  and  never  saw  an  ox  shod-  It  belongs  to  you  to 
pay  a  pint  ”  They  were  a  good  deal  pleas’d, to  think 
how  nicely  they  had  entrapp’d  me.  I  went  to  Patchin’ s, 
where  I  found  my  raisin-boys  still  engag’d, and  handed 
my  bottle  to  young  Squire--  Says  he,  which  will  you 
have-  the  bet  or  poorest  ?  Thinking  it  no  matter  if  it 
were  only  rum-  chose  the  latter.  Soon  as  an  old  jour¬ 
neyman  of  the  shop  saw  it,  he  said  I  had  got  some  of 
Merchant’s  damn’d  poor  rum, however  he  made  out  to  drink 
of  it, bad  as  it  was.  Mr  Denio  would  not  drink  for  some 
time , because  I  would  drink  none.  I  told  him  not  to  wait 
for  me-  inform’d  him  that, I  drank  no  kind  of  disstill’d 
spirits.  He  wish’d  sometime, to  be  so  himself ,f or  he 
did  n’t  think  it  agreed  with  his  constitution.  Col  Nor¬ 
ton  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  ram.  he  was  not 
present  at  the  time  the  conversation  took  place. 
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I  excus’d  myself  as  handsomely  as  I  could  to  Mr  Carey 
-told  him  the  next  rum  I  should  bring  into  the  shop 
should  be  good.  I  did  feel  a  little  mortified  about  the 
rum, and  promis’d  myself  to  do  better  another  time* 

The  near  ox,  was  handl’d  and  shod  without  much 
difficulty, but  the  off  ox  was  a  more  stubborn  fellow. 

One  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  throw  him.  The  next 
time  they  effected  his  overthrow, but  it  was  a  most  se¬ 
rious  affair  to  the  old  ox.  It  was  done  so  forcibly 
that  he  knock’d  off  his  right  horn, which  was  as  clear  as 
if  it  had  been  boiled.  All  were  surpris’d  at  this.  Col 
said  he  had  been  in  the  practice  of  shoeing  oxen  thirty 
yars  and  never  had  known  an  instance  similar  to  this* 
After  the  ox  was  releas’d, I  hurri’d  home  with  him  and 
had  it  dress’d  by  Mr  Taylor, in  tar.  What  did  I  have 
dress’d  ?-  It  could  n’t  be  his  horn, because , that  was 

knock’d  off.-  Why  la  ’  hpw  full  of  catches  I  am - If  I 

only  say-  pith  of  hi3  horn, I  suppose  I  shall  suit  myself 
much  better.  Nor  should  I  be  suited  the  less  with  hand¬ 
somer  •  writing  and  straighterlines , could  I  produce  such. 
Almost  every  person  I  mei: ,  when  I  was  returning  home 
had  something  to  say  about  the  ox.  Enjoy’d  myself  very 


little  in  the  evening  on  account  of  having  the  ague 
in  one  of  my  jaws..  Mother  would  fus  over  me  so  much  as 
to  make  a  kind  of  bed  on  the  floor  before  the  fire,  on 
which  she  order1 d  me  to  lie.  Having  tuck’d  me  up  nice¬ 
ly,  she  asked  whether  I  believ’  d  I  should  ever  have  a 
wife  that  would  do  as  much  for  me  as  she  did  ?  I  told 
her,  I  did  n’t  think  I  should.  Snow’d  in  the  morn’g- 
Pleas’t  in  the  P.M.  Mild  Wd  E.  1811  210 

Wednesday ,Peb’y  6th,  “Early  in  the  morning-went 
to  Mr  Samuel  Robinson’s  Jun’r  and  bro’t  away  a  mare 
which  he  had  had  of  my  father  to  use  while  he  was  gone 
to  Swanton  with  anothermare  that  he  had  let  to  Mr  R, 

Got  back  to  Mr  Montague’s  about  10  o’clock.  The  mare 
and  his  horse  were  tackl’d  to  his  sleigh  and  our  people 
and  his  carried  to  the  meeting  house  to  attend  Mrs  Allid 
Robinson’s  funeral-  A  great  part  of  the  P.M,  in  Ira’s 
kitchen  writing  some  of  the  foregoing  pages.  --Ague  in 
my  jaw.  In  the  forepart  of  the  evening, at  Mr  Wm  Norton’s 
Mr  Bred’ c  Jewett  Mr -Th’ s  Auld  and  Mrs  Luc ’a  Norton  were 
there. -  Hid.  some  business  with  Mr  Norton  for  my  father. 
Mr  Norton’ s°$ftarges  against  him  amount’d  to  $5.-- 
Father  had  charg’d  him  with  $6-12 , exclusive  of  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  a  cow  ten  weeks.  Mr  N’s  company  account,  which 
was  at  his  brother  John’s  might  be  seen  by  father  here¬ 
after.  Mr  N.  and  his  family  were  going  to  Nassau1.' the 
n  ex  ty  morning. 

Sofcihia  Waters  and  her  friend  Theod’a  Montague  an¬ 
xiously  expected  a  sleigh-ride , but  were  disappointed- 
12  o’clock  at  night  Mr  Ezra  Loomis  arriv’d  from  Colum¬ 
bus.  Mild,  W-d  blew  chilly  fran  the  N.E, 


Thursday , Feb’ y  7th,  Ira  went  with  Mr  Loomis  to 
the  furnace  to  purchase  hollow  iron-ware  for  Mr  James 
Waterman  or  aather  for  Loomis  himself,  Mr  Bliss  and  I 
dress’d  11  3/4  lb  of  flax,  Y/ent  to  Mr  Lm  Norton’s  to 
get  3ome  money  for  Ruth  Harwood  to  bear  her  expence  on 
her  journey  to  Cazenovia.  Mr  Norton  did  not  think  he 
ow’d  my  father  anything.  See  Vol  3d  p.  N,R, Locke 

gallanted  Miss  R  and  Miss  Soph’ a  V/,  to  the  N,pt  of  Ben’n 
and  back  again. 
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Friday, Feb’ y  8th,  Mr  Bliss  and  Ira  dress’d  11  3/4 
lb  of  flax.  I  did  nothing  worth  writing  down,  Mr-- some 
say, Esquire  Spooner , -lady-  Mr  Lynes  and  Gov’r  Robinson’s 
made  a  short  visit  here  in  the  P.M,  Bather  and  Lydia 
arriv’d  here  from  Swanton- -Brought  Wid’o  Waters  and 
family  from  that  place ---Had  a  prosperous  journey,  Mr 
S, Robinson  Jun’r  wss  here  in  the  evening  and  assisted  Mr 
Loomis  about  loading.  Mr  Nath’l  R, Locke  &  Mr.  L, Smith 
paid  me  a  visit.  Rode  with  Mr  Robinson  and  Mr  Bliss  to 
Mr  Hunt’s  shop. --had  music  by  the  way.--  Brought  from 
the  shop  an  umbrella  and  a  pair  of  knobs  for  Miss  Ruth, 
'-Snow’d  -some  in  the  A.M.--Mild  while  the  day  lasted- 
chilly  in  the  evening  and  pleasant  with  a  bright  moon, 

Saturday ,Feb’ y  9th,  Mr  Loomis  and  cousin  Ruth 
started  for  Columbus ,N. Y.  They  took  Ira’s  bitch  with 
them, which  they  intended  to  carry  to- Mr  James  Waterman. 


Ira  and  he  that  so  wwkardly  guides  this  pen, took 
half  a  cord  of  wood  to  thw  school-house  and  choppy  it 
fit  for  use. 

Mi®  Laura  Norton  paid  her  friend  Sophia  a  visit  in 
the  P.M.  Nath'l  Locke  pleased  the  girls  and  himself - 
weighing  one  another.  Priest  James  Davis  preached  at 
Mr  Brown*  s~  in  the  evening.  I  said  he  preached,  "but  it 
was  not  so,  he  only  exhorted, Being  seconded  By  Mr.Has- 
well  &  Gov’r  Robinson.-  Pelt  dull  and  did  n* t  attend 
the  conference. 

Moderate  and  cloudy -  W.d  E. 

Sunday, FeB'y  10th.  Sophia  and  Laura  (who  kept  Sun 
day  with  U3  )  stole  my  journal  and  carried  it  into  their 
chamBer  and  made  a  Bed-fellow  of  it.  Middling  cfcld. 

Monday, FeB'y  11th.  Mr  Taylor  help'd  us  draw  wood. 
Father 
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winnow'd  wheat.  Not  cold  enough  to  keep  snow  from 
melting.  Wind  N.W.. 

Tuesday ,PeB' y  12th.  The  same  Business  again, But 
not  continued  through  the  day  on  account  of  its  snowing. 
-Wind  very  high  in  the  night  from  S.E.-thawy  &  rainy. 
-Was  invited  to  attend  a  Ball  Before  I  was  out  of  Bed 
in  the  morn'g,By  Mr.  Nath'l  R. Locke.  He  said  he  and 
two  of  his  friends  travelled  7  miles  on  foot  to  find  a 
fiddler,  the  last  night  who  was  found  at  Mr.  Wilson's 

in  Woodford -  No  less  than  Bill  Tud.  The  Ball  was 

celeBrated  at  Mr.  Frederic  Jewett's.  I  did  n't  go. 

Miss  Waters  and  her  Brother  Elisha  arrived  from  (Jam- 
Bridge  ,N.  Y. 

Wednesday, FeB'y  13th.  Went  to  Cap* t  Norton's, Mrs 
N.  was  spinning  linen,  Miss  Clarissa, knitting  and  ad¬ 
ministrating  a  dose  of  penny-royal  to  her  little  Brother 
Norman, who  was  unwell  with  a  Bad  cold..  Got  a  song-Book 
and  singing  Book  and  came  home  by  Parsons.--  Was  there 
a  few  minutes.  Mrs  Campbell  had  a  poor  fire--  Hunted 
for  a  newspaper  which  could  not  Be  found,-  Prick'd  off 
two  or  three  tunes.--  Went  to  Wilcox's  who  wired  a  pai£ 
of  f&rers  for  me,  and  charged  16  1/2  cents  for  it.  Mr 
Taylor's  wife, daughter  and  grand-daughters  were  visit¬ 
ing  at  our  house  in  tne  P.M.--  DroBe  sle/igh  to  carry 
them  home . 

Thawy  and  stormy  in  the  morning - very  cold  at 

night.  Wind  N.W. 

Thursday ,FeB' y  14th.  Drawing  wood  was  the  task. 
Launch'd  a  Block-sled.--  Went  after  Dr.  Swift  for  grancU 
father.  Found  him  at  home.-  Saw  his  great  Bible 
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--a  very  neat  one, printed  By  Matthew  Carey , embelished 

with  ten  maps - price  $12 . . -  -  Miss  Clara  and  Miss  Lu- 

cretia  Norton  visited  Lydia  ana  Sophia  in  the  P.k.  Miss 
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Lucretia  sang  with  the  flute.  Mr  John  Norton  Juti'r 
Mr  Levi  Jewett,  Mr  Jesse  Loomis  &  Mr  Nath’ 1  Locke 
and  Miss  Lydia  House  and  Miss  Laura  Norton  spent 
the  evening  here. 

Mild. Wind  south. 

Friday,Feo’y  15th.  Business  the  same  as  on 
the  14th.  Mr  Columbus  J. Bov/dish  and  Mr  Nath*  1 
Locke  came  to  our  house  in  the  evening  to  gallant 
sister  Lydia  &  Miss  Sophia  to  Mr  House’s, and  in¬ 
sisted  on  my  going  with  them.  I  felt  very  little 
relish  for  a  visit, but  conclud’d  I’d  go  and  try  my 
luck.  I  rigg’d  out  in  a  hurry not  so  great  how¬ 
ever  as  not  to  think  of  the  flute.  The  evening  was 
considerably  advanc’d  when  the  young  people  were 
collected.  They  gaily  wore  away  the  time, playing 
singing, dancing , laughing  &  talking.  Edmund  Locke 
had  a  set  of  songs  with  him, two  of  which,  Fidelity 
&  Hardtimes,  he  and  Miss  Lucretia  Norton  gracefully 
sang  together.  That  lady’s  voice  and  my  flute  some¬ 
times  harmonizes.  I  had  a  funny  dialoge  with  Miss? 
Persis  Smith.  We  a3  3um’ d  the  character  of  two  aged 
persons,  and  carried  on  our  conversation  accordingly. 

Mr  Bosdish  took  upon  himself  the  trouble  of  collect¬ 
ing  the  ladies  and  carrying  them  home.-  It  was  between 
11  &  12  o’clock  when  the  carpany  dispers’s.  Mild  and 
pleasant. . 

Saturday , Feb* y  16th.  The  same  business  again..  Vis 

ited  Mr  Strong’s  store  along  with  Mr  Ault -  Bought' 

$1.20* s  worth  of  fcyson-tea - 5/o--lb.  For  the  sake  of 

company, Mr  Ault  went  with  me  to  the  Post  Office  which 

was  shut.  Called  on  Mr  D 

« 
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Robinson  Jun’r  for  the  Aurora, but  he  had  not  taken  it 
from  the  Office  as  he  had  a  few  days  before  requested 

to  do - Saw  his  brother’s  there  at  Col. Pay’ 3..  Call’d 

at  Parsons  coming  home.  Mr  F.  had  not  got  home  from 
Greenf eild,N.Y.  Nath’l  Locke  was  reading  the  bible. 

Mr  Joseph  Northup,  Mrs  Northup  and  Mise  Annis  Stone, 
came  from  Hoosick--  Mild  and  cloudy- -Wd.  sou  th. 

Sunday,  Feb’y  17th.  Much  time  taken  up  in  writ¬ 
ing  music.  Enjoy’d  a  pleasing  chimney-corner  chat 
with  Mr  N. Locke  and  the  girls  at  Ira’s.  Ira  and  his 
wife  were  visiting.  Mr  Northup, Mrs  Stone, Mrs  N.  and 
Miss  Annis  went  home.  Mild  and  pleasant--f orepart  of 
the  day- -snowy  in  the  evening. 

Monday, Feb’y  18th.  Rode  with  Ira  and  his  wife  to 
Merit’s  store  in  Cambridge-N.Y.  Call’d  at  tavern  near 
the  baptist  Church.  A  close  stove  in  the  bar-room- 
producing  very  moderate  heat.  Ira  tried  to  make  me 
drink  french  brandy-  without  success. 

We  left  the  tavern  to  go  to  the  store.  Seeing 
one  of  the  doors  of  the  meeting  house  open--  parted 
from  Ira  and  enter’d  it.  Here  I  agreeably  entertain’d 
myself  with  music. 

I ra  and  his  lady  soon  finish1  d 


«  % 


the  store .because  they  found  nothing  they  wish’d  to 
buy  except  a  stick  of  blackball.  On  our  way  home, 
call’d  at  Cardall’s.  The  store  was  full  of  men.  Ira 
would  have  purchas’d  one  of  his  looking-glasses , but 
the  qualities  were  either  too  low  or  too  high  to  suit 
him.  Mr  C.  haul’d  down  a  number  of  books--  Had  sold 
the  "Horrow  of  Slavery"  which  Ira  wished  to  buy, in  its 
stead  he  took  "Paul  Jones".-  price  $--25 — .  Eut  lit¬ 
tle-  time  was  spent  at  that  place.  Left  the  sleigh  a 
few  rods  N.  of  Mr  David  Haynes’s  and  took  a  cross  road 
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leading  into  the  main  road  and  called  at  Cap’ t  Black- 
mer’ s--Ypung  Samuel  not  at  home.  Played  over  a  few 

tunes  in  his  printed  collection - leaving  a  book  I  had 

borrow’d  of  him, -steer’d  for  hdme-  Call’d  at  the  Post 
Office  and  got  our  paper  and  a  letter  from  Mr  Jonas 

Harwood - Play’d  a  few  tunes - Call’d  at  Mr  Parsons- 

found  him  and  his  lady  at  home.  Some  of  their  news  I 
liked  very  well, some,  I  cared  nothing  about.  Nath'l 
Locke  came  home  with  me  and  joked  me  about  some  of  my 

affairs -  They  said  amongst  them  at  home, I  was  a  fool 

for  leaving  the  sleigh  and  travelling  so  far  on  foot. 
But  I  didn’t  care  for  them, my  conscience  was  clear. 
Snowy  and  cold.  Sleighing  good.  Wd  N.W. 

Tuesday , Feb' r  19th.  Rough  weather.  Very  little 
business  done.  Father  was  sick.  Sat  by  the  fire  read¬ 
ing  the  Aurora.  The  girls  were  very  desirous  that  I 
should  take  the  sleigh  and  horses  and  carry  them  to 
Widow  Hinman’s  to  attend  a  conference , but  I  refused  to 
go  on  account  of  the  unimportance  of  the  object  and 
roughness  of  the  weather.  They  accus’d  me  of  ingrati¬ 
tude  and  promis’d  retaliation.  I  pass’d  it  off  with  a 
laugh  and  felt  myself  happy, by  a  good  f  ire^-side ,  in  a 
blowing, snowy , drifting  night.. 

Wednesday, Peb’y  20th.  Father  was  not  able  to 
enter  the  woods.  Ira  and  I  manag’d  alone..  In  getting 
down  two  logs  with  the  block- sled  we  succeeded  tolera¬ 
bly  well;  but-ah,the  third  l --  that  was  a  tough  one. 

In  felling  a  large  bass-wood  tree,  I  was  so  unfortunate 
as  to  have  it  fall  over  a  high  ridge  of  rocks  near 
which  it  stood .hoisting  the  end  which  was  serer’d  from 
the  stump---  15  feet  in  the  air.  I  cut  it  off  on  the 
ridge  which  caus’d  it  to  fall  fast  against  the  s^tump. 
Ira  had  now  arriv’d  with  the  team —  Cutting  the  end 
( the  end)  of  the  log--  contriving  prying--fas tening 
the  team  to  it  and  drawing  stoutly , finally  remov'd  it 
from  the  stump, but  she  next  stuck  fast  to  a  rock* 

1811  216 

We  almost  despaired  of  removing  it  from  the  situation, 
but  a.fter  tugging  at  it  a  long  while,  she  was  forced 
down  the  hill  with  a  fair  proppect  of  our  troubles 
being  at  an  end, when  to  our  chagrin  and  disappointment 
we  saw  it  strike  a  beach-tree.  The  sled  is  placed 
and  the  team, in  attempting  to  draw  it  on, breaks  the 
xhain, which  is  the  least  ill  we  suffer.  The  end  of 
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the  log  is  trimmed  and  at  the  next  pull, that  and  the 
sled  too  slip  down  the  hill  many  feet.  Here  she  is 
drawn  on  and  hound, "but  the  team  had  not  proceeded  one 
rod  before  the  log  turn1 d  off  the  sled , breaking  the 
round  which  passes  from  one  beam  to  the  other.  There 
we  left  it, and  came  home  with  only  a  considerable  bass¬ 
wood  pole.  Cold - harsh  S. wind , stormy  at  night. 

Thursday , Feb* y  21st.  On  account  of  the  severity 
of  the  cold  it  was  late  in  the  day  when  we  enter* d  the 
woods.  The  work  went  well.  Our  bas3-wood.  which  trou¬ 
bled  us  so  much  on  the  20th  was  taken  home .after  takipg 
off  apiece. 

Mr  Mancer  Greene  and  Miss  Margaret  Harwood  arriv’d 
from  Petersburg- -N.Y.  A  very  cold  night  Wd.  N.W. 

Friday , Feb* y  22d.  It  was  so  very  cold  and  Mr. 

Greene’s  conversation  was  so  entertaining  that  we  pre¬ 
ferred  sitting  by  the. fire  rather  than  go  into  the 
woods  before  noon.  Had  business  at  Parson* s--a  few 
minutes --on  coming  home  .found  Mr  Elijah  Brown  of 
Petersburg, formerly  a  baptist  preacher  in  that  town 
talking  of  fruit  and  morals.  He  and  Mr  Greene  became 
pretty  lively- -j  okes  and  anecdotes  came  out  freely. 

They  went  to  the  furnace.  Chopping  and  drawing  wood. 
our  business  in  the  P.M.  Mr  Locke  waited  on  Miss  Lydia 
Miss  Sophia  and  Miss  Margaret  to  Mr  Sam* 1  Robinson  Jun 
Mrs  E  Jewett  and  her  daughter  Lydia  came  to  our  house 
on  foot.  Mr  G  and  Mrs  J.  are  cousins.  Very  cold  and 
clear,  wind  H.W. 

Saturday , Feb* y  23d.  Mr  Greene  went  home.  Ira  and  I 

:  1811  217 

work*d  in  the  woods, father  at  home.  Mr  Andrew  Parsons 
paid  us  a  visit  in  the  evening.  Mr  Alex*n  K. Avery 
brought  Miss  Achsah  Doty  and  Miss  Sophia  Ellis, down 
froi  Mr  A  B  Young*  3.  Mr  Avery  lost  his  horse  and  cutter, 

not  having  tied  his  horse - travelled  home  and  back 

again  and  found  them  safe  by  a  pair  of  bars  near  the  bam 
Miss  Achsah  wiarte  a  letter  to  Miss  Haney  Doty.  Sat  up 
late  with  her  and  Miss  Ellis.  Clear  and  cold —  Wd  N.W. 
Very  cold  night. 

Sunday, Feb *y  24th  .  Ira  went  with  the  women  to 
Church.  Felt  sluggish  and  behaved  conforqiably  to  my 
feelings.  Late  in  the  evening  took  horse  and  cutter  and 
brought  Miss  Achsah  Doty  from  Mr  Young* s, to  go  to  Ches¬ 
terfield  the  next  day.  Cloudy  and  mild. 

,  Monday, Feb* y  25th.  Miss  Achsah  Doty  having  hired 
a  cutter  of  Mr  Parsons  to  go  to  Pittsfield, for  $1.20 
and  agreed  to  bear  my  expences  on  the  journey-  ,1  set 
forward  with  her  on  her  wray  to  that  place.  We  drove  13 
miles  and  refresh’d  at  Mill’s  in  the  lower  part  of  Wil¬ 
liams  town  and  then  went  on  to  Lanesborough - here  a 

question  arose  whether  I  should  take  the  road  to  Pitts¬ 
field  and  lease  my  lady  to  go  .to  Chesterfield  by  the 
stage, and  return  home , or  take  the  road  leading  from 
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Lanesborough  to  Dalton, and  go  on  as  far  as  I  could, 
that  day  ?  Achsah  said  she  could  not  hear  to  think 
of  going  in  the  stage, nor  with  a  stranger  by  private 
conveyance---  I  must  go  with  her, at  all  events.  So  I 
took  the  Dalton  road  and  resolved  to  reach  Chesterfield 
before  we  should  put  up  for  night,  I  fed  my  horse  at 
Clark* s  in  Dalton ,and  should  have  taken  something  out 
of  the  bar,  but  neither  of  us  having  occasion  for  any¬ 
thing  of  the  kind- --and  the  bar-room  having  a  poor  fire 
in  it  and  being  deserted, --and  the  shed  being  thronged 
with  mules, I  thought  I  was  not  obligated  to  let  them 
hreive  any  of  my  money. —  We  next 
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call’d  at  Mill’s  in  Worthington — 7  miles  from  Chester- 
field--and  spent  an  hour  there  in  pretty  good  company — 
took  a  nip  of  jin-sling--  aur  horse  being  refresh’d 
we  set  forward  after  8  o’clock  in  the  evening--dark  and 
rainy, snow  very  deep  out  of  the  beaten  path.  We  had 
one  turnApike  gate  to  pass  through .which  was  thrown  open 
A  few  rods  from  the  gate  we  took  a  wrong  road, but  we 
lost  only  a  3hort  distance  before  we  corrected  our  mis¬ 
take,  After  crossing  Westfield  river, we  had  a  long  and 
steep  hill  to  rise.  Achsah  knew  it  was  not  far  from  her 
uncle’s, but  knew  not  on  which  side  of  the  street  his 
house  stood.  I  call’d  at  a  house  where  I  found  only  a 
fine  good-looking  girl, who  seem’d  to  be  the  only  person 
in  the  house  that  had  not  retir’d  to  rest, of  whom  I 
enquir’d  how  far  it  was  to  Doty’s  tavern, and  how  it  was 
situated  ?  She  said  it  was  half  a  mile  f arther--stand- 
ing  on  the  right  side  of  the  road.  I  found  myself  cor¬ 
rectly  informed  except  in  the  distance,  which  seem’d 
very  long  for  a  half  mile.  It  was  about  half  past  11 
o’clock  when  we  reached  the  end  of  our  journey, and  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards  it  rain’d  smartly.  We  felt  very 
happy  to  find  ourselves  in  so  good  a  harbour.  Indeed  we 
remark’d  a  great  deal  of  good  fortune  in  the  whole  of 
our  route.  We  were  without  company .except  a  few  miles. - 
and  that  very  poor, but  met  many  sleighs  and  cutters, and 
though  the  snow  was  deep  and  stiff  so  as  to  render  it 
difficult  turning  out, yet  we  never  suffer’d  but  very 

little  inconvenience  from  it -  The  people  who  drove 

them  were  accomodating  and  civil.  In  the  road  from 
Lanesboro  to  Dalton  we  were  met  by  four  or  five  sleighs 
which  were  filled  with  pretty  jolly  fellows.  Says  one 
of  them  after  passing  by  us  "If  you’d  put  that  woman  on 
the  other  side;  you’d 
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look  much  better”.  She  took  her  seat  on  the  left  side 
after  that,  she  would  n’t  before.  I  was  really  well 
entertain’d  in  Miss  Achsah’ s  company.  Her  conversation 
was  cheerful  and  pleasant.  I  never  enjoy’d  myself  better 
in  my  life.aSAs  fine  a  morning  as  ever  smiled  on  the 
mountains  of  Vermont  but  succeeded  by  a  ciboudy  P.M.  and 
a  rainy  night.  Wind  south. 

Tuesday ,Peb* y  26th.  I  arose  in  the  morning  with  a 
faint  notion  of  going  back  to  Williamstown,but  when  I 

 i 


told  Mr  Doty  of  it, he  insisted  on  my  staying  there  that 
day, -bade  me  be  contented  if  I  could--let  my  horse  rest 
and  reach  home  the  nexj?  day - and  as  it  was  then  thaw¬ 

ing, he  thought  probably  it  might  freeze  before  the  next 
day.  He  was  sorry  his  son  Timothy  was  gone  from  home, 
on  account  of  being  company  for  me.  I  did  not  tell  him 
how  I  felt  about  it.  I  said  I  was  sorry, but  I  car’d 
nothing  about  it .because  I  don’t  suppose  Tim  could  have 
found  any  sort  of  satisfaction  in  such  company  as  mine. 
Tim  end  his  sister  Patty  were  both  absent  on  a  visit  or 
business.  I  entertain’d  myself  with  music  in  the  ball- 
chamber.  Enquir’d  cf  the  young  man, who  was  Mr  P’s  host¬ 
ler,  for  a  musician  who  would  be  likely  to  own  a  collect 
tion  of  music, and  was  told  of  a  certain  Mr  White , living 
a  mild  and  a  half  distant--!  found  him  in  his  shop, which 
stood  on  the  N  side  of  the  road  to  Williamsburgh.his 
business  being  that  of  a  wheel-wright .  I  told  him  my 
business.  He  said  he  owned  a  good  collection  of  musicr, 
but  had  lent  it,  however  he  had  a  few  tunes  by  him  which 
he  produced;  and  I  began  pricking  off  one  of  them, but 
finding  it  not  so  convenient  to  do  it  there  I  obtained 
leave  to  carry  the  book  with  me  to  Mr  Doty’s. 
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During  my  stay  at  Mr  Sylvenus  White* s , which  was  only  an 
hour, I  conversed  with  him  enough  to  find  he  had  been  a 
^roving  blade, in  his  youthful  days,  and  now,  from  ap- 
pe.rances  ,was  settled  for  life,  for  I  saw  two  smart  look¬ 
ing  youngsters, I  took  to  be  his  sons.  He  appear’d 
from  some  of  his  workmanship, to  possess  a  large  share  of 
ingenuity.  My  visit  was  to  me,tjuite  an  agreeable  one. 
As  I  came  away  I  gavehim  my  name, and  was  travelling  on 
briskly  when  he  gave  me  a  call---”You  have  left  your 
pen-knife” --a  good  one, for  me, because  I  should  not  have 
miss’d  it  till  I  had  want’d  it  at  Doty’ 3. 

I  spent  the  greatest  part  of  P.M.  writing  music. 

Mr  Doty’s  family  consisted  of  himself , wife , Mary 
his  youngest  daughter, and  Mr  Pierce, his  sondin-lawwho 
acted  as  landlord, and  his  lady, whose  name  is  Philatheta. 
I  passed  my  time  mostly  in  Mrs  Pierce’s  room.  She  had 
a  handsome  young  dog  of  which  she  was  very  fond  as  well 
as  the  rest  of  the  family.  I  didn’t  like  him--  if  I 
attempted  to  play  with  him, he’d  snap  and  growl  with 
power.  How  my  behavious  suited  these  people  I  am  unable 
to  tell---  If  I  committed  a  thousand  mistakes  I  was  not 
guilty  of  affectation.  Mr  Doty  said, at  table  we  must 
help  ourselves , for  he  was  no  friend  to  starving  cere¬ 
monies.  I  was  treated  very  handsomely  during  my  tarry 
at  Mr  Doty’s.  A  young  man  nam’d  James , s omebody  served 
as  hostler .boarded  with  Mr  Pierce.  I  didfl’t  enumerate 
a  little  grandson  of  Mr  Doty’s, as  I  ought  have  done.-- 
About  6  years  of  age- -named  Henry  Doty, whose  father,  Mr?* 
Chauncy  Doty  died  in  the  year, 

A  foggy  day  indeed- -rain  in  P.M.  . 

Wednesday ,Feb’y  27th.  Rode  from  Chesterfield  to 
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Clark’s  in  Dalton.  Pound  the  shed  encumber’d  with 
teams  and  mules--  secur’d  my  jade  in  a  barn  adjoining 
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the  shed.  They  had  several  towns-people  in  the  bar¬ 
room.  The  old  man  was  gone  from  home, his  son 
a  young  man  about  25, who  takk’ d  much  about  horses  and 
oxen, was  a  young  landlord--  I  suppose  he  thought  him¬ 
self  a  thorough  judge  of  the  ppoces  of  those  animals. 

I  wnquir’d  about  Mr.  Henry  Taylor  of  :Pittsf ield, he  tcQd 
me  he  had  lately  seen  him,-  was  well.  Strange  stories 
haf  been  reported  of  him, how  he  had  seen  the  devil  &c. 

I  left  this  tavern  and  came  to  Williamstown--20  miles- 
and  lodged  at  Messrs  Levi  &  Elisha  Smedley’s.  Before 
I  go  on  farther, I  must  go  back  to  state  that, on  the 
turnpike  between  Dalton  and  Chesterf ield , there  are  2 
gates, -9  cents  for  an  horse  and  cutter  passing  through 
either  of  them.  Eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  when  ar¬ 
riv’d  at  Smedley's.  Not  much  bare  ground, snow  slumpy. 

A  harsh  W  wind.  Plying  clouds. 

Thursday ,Peb*y  28th.  I  found  myself  surrounded 
with  a  fine  family  of  girls  and  boys, the  former  older 
and  more  numerous ,  suited  my  fancy  well,  but  trhuld  n’t 
tell  who  were  parents .brothers  and  sisters,  aunts  and 
uncles  or  cousins.  Adna,-aye,Mr  Adna  Smedley  accompa$ 
nied  me  to  Mr  Shaddock’s  shop.  mr  S.  play’d  a  few 
tunes  and  treated  us  with  excellent  cider.  Prom  this 
shop  we  went  to  a  black-smith’s  shop  where  there  was 
a  tilt-hammer  which  seemed  to  be  useless.  It  appeared 
to  me  a  nasty  unpleasant  place  and  from  that  went  to 
the  red  mill.  After  viewing  all  I  could  find  there, - 
visited  Mr  Samuel  Duncan’ s  shop-  Saw  him  setting  out 
mortises  in  the  hubs  of  waggon-wheels , in  a  very  ex¬ 
peditious  manner,  he  had  a  plane  impelled  by  a  cog¬ 
wheel-  and  trundle-head, which  I  had  not  the  pleasure  to 
see  in  operation. 
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Doct’r  Towner  came  in  whole  I  was  there.  I  went  home 
with  friend  Adna  with  an  intention  of  quitting  the  town 
after  dinner.  I  sat  down  with  my  flute  and  played  over 
pne  of  my  tunes  which  I  brought  from  Chesterfield  and 
others  which  mightily  pleas’d  the  women  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  They  said  if  they  had  known- the  night  before, of 
my  having  a  flute  with  me,  they  should  have  made  me  use 
it, --and  now  to  pay  for  not  informing  them  of  it  I  must 
be  kept  at  it  all  the  P.M.  I  guess  I  satisfied  them 
pretty  well, for  I  harp(d  away  stoutly,  part  of  the  P.M. 
and  some  in  the  evening.  The  heads  of  the  families  and 
one  of  the  girls, rode  away  for  a  visit , somehwere, that 
P.M.  ;  and  the  girls  and  boys  had  gone  to  school ,  except!: 
Mr  Adna, who  with  the  hir’d  man  (named  Josiah  something) 
I  heard, but  don’t  remember  what  ) spent  their  time  with 
me  in  the  parlour , laughing  and  talking( would  it  not  be 
more  proper  to  say  "talking  and  laughing  ")  because  pep 
pie- most  generally  begin  with  talk,to  have  something  to 
laugh  at . ) throwing  a  cent  for  cider-brandy , and  taking 
from' the  cupboard  two  or  three  glasses  a-piece  of  it, 
awkwardly  dancing  and  capering  about  the  room, some  of 
the  time  sitting  down  to  hear  the  flute, and  reading  a 
few  lines  I  had  scratched  down  conetfning  the  transac¬ 
tions  of  the  2  preceding  days.*  They  urg’d  me  in  vain 
to  take  some  brandy  with  them.  The  old  folks  came  home 
after  dark. Mr  Sam  Duncan  came  there  in  — — 


^r  Elijah  Smeadley  ipade 
brother  did  that  of  the 
Thaw’d  a  good  deal 


the  evening  prayer, as  his 
morning* 

through  the  wind  was  N.W. 


Friday, March  1st.  I  arriv’d  from  Williamstowm: 
and  landed  safely  an  the  spot  whence  I  started, about 
10  o’clock  in  the  morning*  Found  bad  sleighing  from 
Williamstown, meeting  house  to  Pownal  hill, and  the  low¬ 
er  part  of  that  was  bare--good  doings  then, till  I  got; 
to  House* s,with  a  few  exceptions , and  thence  home  it  was 
screaching  and  groaning  all  the  way* 

Some  wild  guesses  had  been  made  about  mein  my  ab¬ 
sence,  My  good  old  grandfather  had  almost  married  me 
to  Miss  Achsah.  Said  he  thoughti  it  would  do  well 
enough-did  n’t  think  there  would  be  any  objections  on 
either  side  of  the  house.  Some  thought  I  had  gone  with 
her  to  her  uncle’s  Thompson’s  in  New  Braintree , the 
place  to  which  she  ultimately  expected  to  go*  Mr  Par¬ 
sons  had  posted  me  round  from  Pittsfield  to  Albany  and 
to  Troy  in  order  to  see  something  I  had  never  seen  be¬ 
fore.  He  made  the  silliest  guess  of  them  all.  When 
they  were  inform’d  of  what  is  related  above, they  won¬ 
der’d  how  I  came  to  visit  so  much, particularly  at  Mr 
Smedley’ s  having  been  always  opposed  to  anything  like 
a  visit  there  before.  In  fact  I  found  that  I  had  been 
very  much  mistaken  in  my  notions  about  the  Smedley (s^ 
for  on  being  a  little  acquainted  with  them, I  was  highly 
piesed  with  their  manners  and  behaviour,  I  found  they 
liv’d  in  a  plain, decent , farmer  style, and  was  as  court¬ 
eously  treated  by  them, as  I  should  wish  to  be.  How  my 
actions  and  conversation  squared  with  their  notions  of 
propriety, is  best  known  to  themselves.  I  did  nothing 
which  cauld  be  called  criminal  though  I  might  say  and 
do  that  which  appear’d  very  disagreeable.. 

My  people  inform’d  me  that  since  my  departure, Mr 
Brown’ s  youngest  and  only  living  daughter ,Miss  Eliza 
Brown  had  died  on  the  morning  of  the  2®th.  Mxxxxixdbxr 
SxiiyxriXE^  instant, aged  six  years.  Her  remains  were 
interred  on  the  28th.  Her  sister  Sally  died  March  28th 
1810.. 

mr  C  Safford  of  Enosburgh  had  paid  them 
Mr  Ellis  Doty  had  cross’d  the  mountain  twice 
time  brought  his  daughter  Sally  with  him  and  the  2d  time 
his  wife. 

Mild--Flying  clouds - Wd  N.W. 


a  visit  * 
,the  first 


Refers  to  my  own  people. 
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Mr  Daniel  Sterns  had  taken  up  a  note  my  father 
feeld  against  him,  and  given  him  a  note  of  $ 
against  Capt  Moses  Robinson  Jun’r. 

Spent  a  little  time  with  friend  Locke  at  Parsons. 
Had  as  strong  a  disposition  for  idlenessmor  that  which 
if  of  as  little  use--  pleasure  without  business-as  I 
ever  felt  in  my  life. 

Saturday , March  2d.  The  last  paragraph  should  have 
been  written  under  this  date.  Pleasant  and  mild.. 


Slinday  .March  3d. 

-  Wrote  a  page  or 


Nobody  from  our  family  went  to  Church. 
2  in  this  hook.  Pleasant. Wd.N.W. 


Monday, March  4th.  Ira  and  the  young  man  intended 

by  Mr  Bliss  to  be  his  son-in-law - dress’d  flax.  The 

son-in-law  work’d  slowly  and  unwillingly  without  much 
experience  in  his  business.  Father  went  to  Mr  Thomas 
Colvin’s  to  bring  home  Mr  Ault.  Thawy  and  muddy. 

Tuesday .March  5th.  We  all  worked  at  breaking  and 
swingling  flax, with  Mr  Bliss, who  talked  about  a  match 
between  me  and  his  daughter , Emily.  A  cold, clear  day. 
Wd.N.W. 

Wednesday .March  6th.  Corn, to  the  amount  of  thirty 
bushels, was  thresh’d  out.  Cold  and  snowy — Wd  N.W. 

Thursday .March  7th.  Business  like  that  of  the  5th. 
Mr  Bliss  again  spoke  greatly  in  favor  of  my  making  a 
bride  of  his  daughter  Emily.  Her  mother  ’3  consent  was 
given, and  no  objections  could  exist  on  the  part  of  my 
parents;  and  as  to  her, she  should  give  her  consent. 

A  cold  morning-pleasant— mild  in  the  P  M  Wd.N. 

Mr  Luther  Smith  and  Mr  Nath’ 1  Locke  here  in  the 
evening. 

Sat  up  very  late — writing.  W.d  N.W. 

Friday, March  8th.  Assisted  in  drawing  wood.  Cold 
in  the  morning. --a  pleasant  forenoon.-  Cloudy  in  the 
P.M.  and  stormy  in  the  evening.  W.d  S. 

Saturday .March  9th.  Father  went  to  settle  accounts 
with  > 
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the  collector.  Mr  Timothy  Palmer  and  father  compared 
their  accounts  but  did  not  settle  the  books.  Being 
equipped  for  training , clear’ d  me  from  paying  a  poll  tax 
of  fifty  cents,  this  year,  ^r  Samuel  Robinson  Jun’r  and^ 
lady  made  us  a  visit  this  afternoon.  Ira  and  I  got  down 
all  the  wood  which  remain’d  down, in  the  woods.  Mr  Par¬ 
sons  came  to  wait  upon  his  lady  home  in  the  evening - 

was  in  a  hurry  and  would  n’t  stay  to  spend  the  evening- 
said  he  kept  Saturday  night,  Late  in  the  evening  I 
serenaded  his  shop  for  him, perhaps  an  hour-  Receiv’d 
the  Weekly  Aurora  of  the  26th  of  Feb’y  which  was  fill’d 
with  accusations ’ against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A  very  fair  and  warm  morning.--  during  the  other  parts 
of  the  day  it  was  chilly  and  cloudy  wind  N. 

Sunday, March  10th.  Father  and  Mother  and  the  girls 
heard  Mr  Marsh.  I  stuck  by  this  book  and  fill’d  about 
five  pages  of  it.  Mr  Crosier  who  was  living  in  a  house 
belonging  to  Mr  Joseph  House , solicited  aid  in  his  family 
on  account  of  his  wife’s  being  very  ill, and  obtain’d 
the  promise  of  it  the  next  day.  Miss  Laura  Norton  he 
said,wa3  there  that  day.  He  told  how  much  he  had  tried 
to  find  a  hir’d  girl  the  day  before  — -all  to 

A  fair  day— wind,  I  don’ t  know  where.. 


no  purpose. 


%  % 


Monday, March  11th.  Visited  Parson’s  shop  in  the  mornig 
and  spent  time  there  which  I  knew  ought  to  have  "been  im 
prov’d  to  better  advantage.  With  father,  Ira  and  Mr 
Bliss  worked  at  getting  out  flax.  Mr  Bliss  said  he  had 
the  preceding  day, written  a  letter  to  his  daughter  Emi¬ 
ly  in  which  he  had  mention’d  me  as  a  suitor.  Mother 
and  Sophia  went  to  Mr  Crosiers.  Mother  left  Sophia  to 
tarry  all  night  and 
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came  home.  She  render’d  a  doleful  account  of  the  Cro¬ 
sier-castle.  Grandfather  was  so  much  better  in 
health  as  to  be  able  to  perform  family  worship , which 
he  had  not  done  for  many  days  before.  A  damp  wind  from 
the  S.  Cloudy. 

Tuesday , March  12th.  I  shan’t  tell  how  great  an 
unwillingness  I  felt  toward  taking  hold  of  business  in 
the  morning.  Chopp’d  wood  at  the  pile.  Mr  Judd  hear¬ 
ing  me  joke  about  the  girls , advis’ d  me  not  to  get  mar-arie 
ried--and  soon  after ,Mr  Parsons  express’d  himself  to 
the  same  purpose--  Swore  if  he  were  in  my  situation,he 
never  would  be  married.  This  gentleman’ 3  talk  on  this 
subject  differs  at  different  times,  Sometimes  he  has 
told  me  that  it  was  natural  for  us  to  wish  for  a  fair 
friend  with  whom  we  may  divide  the  pleasures  and  cares 
of  life,  that  we  ought  to  follow  the  dictates  of  this 
inclination.  And  at  other  times, when  he  has  consider’d 
how  carelessly  happy  I  liv’d  at  a  father’s  house, he  has 
talk’d  as  much  the  other  way.  I  know  but  little-  that 
little  is  something.  I  know  I  shouldn’t  like  much  to 
be  an  odd .unsociable .whimsical , peevish, hateful , friend¬ 
less  and  frozen  old  bachellor.  But  I  should  rather 
live  so, than  to  be  obliged  to  live  with  some  women. 

Ira  was  in  town  today  and  brought  home  a  sub¬ 
scription  paper  for  the  Green  Mountain  Parmer,  father 
order’d  me  to  sign  his  name  to  it- -and  instead  of  sim¬ 
ply  writing--Senj ’ n  Harwood —  $1.75  i  was  so  far  lost 
to  folly  and  impropriety  as  to 
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write  thus-”Benj amin  Harwood  will  receive  the  paper  at 
the  office  for  one  yea±,  and  pay  one  dollar  and  sev¬ 
enty  five  cents.”  How  did  that  appear  at  the  head  of 
a  column  of  subscribers.?  Hot  very  well,  I  assure  you. 

A  conference  was  held  this  evening  at  Mrs  Hinman’ s 
I  didn’t  wish  to  go--and  did  not.  Mr  Locke  and  I  spent 
the  evening  very  agreeably-he  reading  my  j  ournal  and  I 
reading  ’’The  Penitential  Tyrant”. 

A  warm  day-  a  little  rain  in  the  morning.Wd  S. 

Wednesday .March  13th.  .Business  the  same.  Mr  ParsoH 
partly  cheated  Ira  in  trading  axes..  Ira  swapp’d  an 
old  one,  which  would  hold  it3  edge  as  well  as  axe3  in 
general,  and  took  one  of  Mr  Parsons^  which  lie  said  had 
been  jump’d, and  gave  some  boot,  tte  ground  his  axe  and 
went  to  work.  •uefore  nigh tt Ira  found  out  what  kind  of 
a  tool  he  was  using,  Ai,e  found  his  axe  had  very  little 
or  no  steel  in  it.  The  edge  was  no  betterthan  pewter, 
hammer’d  out  in  the  shape  of  an  axe.  Sophia  got  home 
from  Crosier’s  Edmund  T  Locke  came  here  just  after  sun- 


set, on  an  errand.  Sophia  got  back  from  Crosier* s- on 
the  12th.  A  Pownal  man  who  liked  cider  pretty  well 
was  going  past  the  house  on  his  way  home-  gave  us  a 
call , whose  name  we  did’nt  ask, but  I  conclude  it  must 
be  Swan.  "Father  went  to  Elisha  Water’s  to  wait  on  my 
mother  home.  A  clear  warmfine  day  wind  north  west.  It 
provike3  me  to  anger  to  see  my  writing  so  shabby. 
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Thursday, March  14th.  The  business  was  cutting  and 
ftewing  timber  for  building  a  small  addition  to  the  barn. 
I  never  scored  any  before, and  consequently  made  a  num¬ 
ber  of- -I  hardly  know  #ich  to  say-  bulls , blunders  or 
mistakes.  Mr  Elisha  Waters  knows  what  to  call  them,- 
he  hew’ d  the  timber.  Mr  Nath  Ripley  bottomed  chairs 
here.  Went  to  the  Post  Office  and  got  the  Surora  of 
March  5th  and  one  of  Dec’r  25 th, which  had  been  overlook 
edtby  the  Post  Master.  A  very  warm  day  in  March. 

Er.iday, March  15th.  Like  the  14th  in  almost  every 
respect.  Mr  Ripley  finish’d  his  job  of  chair-bottmm- 
ing. 


Saturday,  March  16th.  Our  orchards  were  prun’d. 

I  invit’d  Mr  Locke  to  take  a  walk-" down  south”  in  the 
evening-  and  so  we  did-  and  had  music  too-.  I  fifed  and 
he  whistled.  0  we  marched  along  as  happy, as  happy  as 
could  be, -through  the  meadows  and  pastures.  Back  of 
Cap't  Norton’s  orchard  we  met  with  Mr  Luther  Smith, who 
took  my  flute  and  join’d  us  in  our  march.  We  wheel’d 
to  the  left, around  the  3.W.  corner  of  Cap’t  Norton’s- 
barn-  having  previously  made  a  halt  and  consulted  to¬ 
gether  about  going  into  the  house, to  which  I  was  oppos’d 
Locke  said  he  should  not  have  come  down  there, had  it 
not  been  for  the  sake  of  seeing  the  grils-  he  and 
Smith  too, urg’d  me  very  earnestly  to  go  in, but  I  ob¬ 
stinately  refus’d  to  comply.  Our  march  was  continu’d 
down  by  the  house  into 

1811  22% 

the  road.  Smith  and  Locke  went  into  the  house.  Locke 
made  a  short  tarry  and  came  out  and  had  a  serious  scuf¬ 
fle  with  Mr  Henry  Mellen.  I  intended  not  to  visit  the 
house-3ent  word  to  Smith  to  borrow  mr  L  Norton’s  flutes 
and  come  and  play  a  march  or  two  with  me, but  I  couldn’t 
start  him.  After  amusing  myself, and  a  few  boys  uflao  came 
to  hear  me, with  music.  I  was  about  to  go  home, but  Mr 
Luxnan  who  had  once  before  given  me  a  call, came  to  the 
door  and  again  invited  me  into  his  apartment.  Locke, 
Mellen  and  I  march’d  along  in  and  took  seats;  Mr  Elisha 
Smith, who  I  had  not  seen  before  in  many  months, was  tak¬ 
ing  a  game  of  chess  with  Mr  John  Norton  Jur.’r.  Several 
tunes  were  blown  out,  -some  of  which  I  did, without  assis¬ 
tance,  others  Mr  Luman  Help’d  me  to  perform.  Cap’t  Nor¬ 
ton  called  us  up  into  his  room, where  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  him  encircled  by  his  numerous  and  very  respect 
able  family-.  a  sight  which, in  all  probability  cannot 
occur  but  seldom  in  a  few  short  years-pcrhaps  never  again 
jinj  oy  d  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  in  playing  several 
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pieces  of  music, in  which  I  was  join’d  sometimes  "by  Mr 
Luman  with  his  flute, and  by  his  sister  Lucretia, whose 
soft  and  melodious  voice  gave  all  the  beauties  and  grac¬ 
es  which  belong’d  to  our  concert.  Having, as  I  suppos’d 
worn  out  the  patience  of  my  hearers,  I  began  to  make 
preparations  to  depart, but  Capt  Horton  would  not  con¬ 
sent  fco  have  me  go  yet-said  it  was  not  late-and  after 
some  droll  things  were  said-  I  had  the  question  decided 
by  hand- vote-  in  the  negative.  I  gave  them  a  few  more 
tunes  and  then, in  company  with  MisAer  Ault,  Mr  Smith 
(who  came  with  us  only  a  little  way)  and  Mr  Locke--came 
fifing  and  potching  along  the  road  as  far  as  Mr  Ault’s 
,Mr  Ault  having  exercis’d  the  authority  of  a  military 
officer  in  a  very  lively  and  spirited  manner 
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in  the  mean  time  ;  How  earnestly  beset  us  to  go  to  his 
house  and  take  some  cider  with  him, which  we  accordingly 
did  and  tarried  there, I  believe, two  hours,  hearing  him 
recite  some  funny  anecdotes.  Twelve  o’clock  when  I  ar¬ 
riv’d  at  home  and  had  retir’d  to  rest.  Very  warm. 

Sunday, March  17th.-  Wrote  a  letter  of  nonsense  to 
Miss  Laura  Horton.  Sister  Lydia  arriVfid  from  Mr  Cro¬ 
sier*  3  where  she  spent  the  day  and  night  of  the  16th. 

See  March  11th.  Clear , mild, pleasant  weather. 


Monday , March  18th.  Nearly  forty  bushels  of  corn 
and  the  last  of  wheat  was  deposited  in  the  barn, was 
thresh’d  out.  Hine  pounds  of  maple  sugar--bought  of  a 
Mr  Mellen  of  Wilmington-  a  bushel  and  half  of  corn  taken 
for  it  at  $--58  pr  bushel--  and  as  much  more  at  the  same 
rate  he  took  and  paid  the  monry  for.it. 

Father  bought  him  a  wooden  clock  of  a  couple  of 
Connecticut  peddlers  pedlars,  for  eighteen  dollars.  I 
was  against  buying  the  thing,because  I  thought  we  stood 
in  nee-df  of  many  otherthings  of  greater  utility,  but  was 
by  no  means  very  warm  in  advocating  my  opinion.  Ira 
seem’d  to  think  it  best  to  purchase  it.  Mother  was  vi¬ 
olently  oppos’d  to  it-  said  a  great  deal  about  it  and 
against  it-  call’d  it  ’’old  buzzard”-  enlarg’d  on  the 
folly  of  my  father  discover’d  in  laying  out  his  money  in 
such  away-  told  ober  the  luxuries  (in  a  laughing  way) 
she  would  have-  how  mean  a  thing  a  wooden  clock  was-she 
would  not  have  one  until  she  was  able  to  buy  a  good  and 
prognosticated  the  evils  which  would  happen  to  it  &c  - 
a  long  lung  she  preach’d  about  it,  much  more  than  I  can, 
or  wish  to  recollecy.  One  of  the  peddlers  set  it  up. 
and  put  it  in  motion.  The  gentleman  tarried  all  night 
with  us.  Lydia, Sophie  and  I  visited  at  Mr  Parsons- 
Clear  and  warm  W.d  S. 

Tuesday , March  19th.  The  business  was  chopping  wood 
Ira.  bought  &  new  axe  and  ground  it. -gave  10/5  for  it. 
Father  gave  his  note  for  eighteen  dollars' to  a  Mr  Elijah 
Hotchkeith  for  a  wooden  clock.  The  names  of  the  tww 
peddlers  were  (Eiilis)  Ellis  and  Benham.  Mrs  Susannah 
Robinson  paid  our  people  a  visit.'  Mrs  Theodosia  receivfl. 
a  visit  fr on  Mrs  Horton  and  Mrs  Mellen.  A  religious  con- 
ference  was  held  at  Mrs  Hiaman's.  My  friends  Luther 
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Smith  and  Nath’l  Locke  were  here  in  the  forepart  of 
the  evening.  Mrs  A  Waters  came  to  reside  with  Ira1 3 
family.  I  came  along  with  her  from  Mr  Elisha  Waters, 
where  I  had  some  pleasant  things--no , no .pleasant  words 
to  hear  and  to  say  about  Mi3s  Emily  Bliss.  A  frozen 
morning.  Fine  weather  Wd.  N.W. 

Wednesday , March  20th.  Engag’d  at  the  3ame  business 
Father  drew  some  hay  for  Mr  Parsons  from  Mr  Montague’s 
Col’n  Samuel  Robinson  came  to  see  my  grandfather  and 
left  us,  the  Green  Mountain  Farmer”-  The  first  3Sfo. print¬ 
ed  by  Mr  Haswell.  "‘r  Ephriam  Taylor  arriv’d  from  Wil¬ 
liams  town  and  found  his  lady  at  our  house  on  a  visit. 
Wrote  a  letter  to  Mr  Shattuck  of  Williamstown  to  engage 
hi  m  to  make  a  couple  of  low-key-fifes  for  me  and 
Locke. 

Look’d  likely  to  be  rainy  in  the  morning-3ome 
cloudy-very  warm.  Col’n  Sam’l  Robinson, a  man  upwards  of 
seventy,said  he  had  no  recollection  of  knowing  it  to 
be  such  warm  weather  in  March-  to  begin  so  early  and 
continue  -so  long  as  it  had  during  the  present  month. 

Father  inform’d  me  that  MrsS. Robinson  ,by  her 
daughter,  Miss  Mary  Howe,  had  heard  strange  stories 
about  me  in  Troy. 

Thursday , March  21st.  For  the  kind  of  business 
pursu’d  see  the  11th.  %•  Montague  was  an  assistant. - 

Visited  the  Post  Office  and  James’ 3  store , acc ompanied 
by  Nath’l  Locke, in  the  evening.  The  fence  took  fire 
near  a  tobacco-bed  which  grandfather  had  burnt 
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over, but  was  fortunately  discover’d  and  extinguish’d 
before  any  damage  was  done.  Cap’ t  Norton’ 3  girls  were 
expected  at  our  house, but  did  not  come.  A  very  fine 
day-  Wind  in  gusts  from  N.W. 

Friday, March  22d.  The  clock  was  out  of  order  in 
the  morning,  and  my  mother  was  highly  pleased  about  it- 
blackguarded  father  at  a  great  rate, but  the  difficulty 
was  soon  removed  and  the  clock  went  as  regular  as  it 
had  done  wince  it  had  been  running. 

Ira  and  Mr  Judd  dress’d  ten  pounds  of  flax, which 
was  all  that  remain’d  to  be  dress’d  this  season.  They 
chopp’d  wood  at  Ira’s  woodpile-  My  business-chopping. 
Miss  Clarrissa  &  Miss  Laura  Norton  paid  a  visit  to  Miss 
Lydia  and  Sophia*-Wrong--  It  waa  to  Mr 3  Theodosia. 

They  went  home  alone  in  the  dark.  Y/ind  strong  from  the 
south- -Rain’ d  in  the  evening. 

Saturday, March  23d.  Work--the  same.  Mr  Parsons 
came  up  in  the  evening  and  talk’d  warmly  with  us  about 
March-meeting.  Mr  Walter  Waterman  was  here. 

Warm  and  damp  W-d  Sth. 

_  Sunday.* March  24th.  Was  slow  in  getting  ready  to 
go  to  Church.  Seated  myself  there  after  11  o’clock. Knew 
but  little  what  was  said  by  Mr  Marsh.--  Read  Alexander’s 
grammar.  During  the  intermission  Gov’r  Robinson  gave  a 
short  and  spirited  exhortation, which  was  follow’d  by 
a  prayer  from  Capt  Armstrong'.  While  Mr  Marsh  was  inform- 
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ing  his  congregation  of  the  most  solemn  and  inter¬ 
esting  truths  from  the  sacred  volume--  I  was  either 
inattentive  or  asleep.  "Mount  Olive”  was  very  well 
sung. 

We  had  a  thunder  shower  in  the  P.M.  Wind  came 
round  N.W.  in  the  morning. 
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Monday, March  25th.  Follow’d  chopping.  Near 
night  was  at  Mr  Parsons  shop  fifing  in  friend  Locke’s 
company.  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  chilly  in  N.W. 
and  the  ground  frozen.  Flying  clouds. 

Tuesday, March  26th.  Business  much  like  the  25th. 
Ira  "bought  a  pounf  of  snuff  to  put  on  the  sheep’s  "back  s 
to  kill  ticks.  I  assisted  him  in  putting  it  on.  We 
didn’ t  make  use  of  the  whole  quantity  on  50  sheep.  Mr 
Nath’ 1  Locke  chopp’d  for  us.  Miss  Thankful  Hunt  visited 
at  Mr  Ira.  Harwood’s. 

A  cool  morning-  flying  clouds.  Neither  warm  nor 
very  cold--  Wind  N.W. 

Wednesday , March  2'7th,  Felt  very  calm  in  the  morn¬ 
ing-  play’d  a  tune  or  two-  was  barbered  by  Mr  Elisha 
Waters.  Mr  Frederic  Jewett  came  to  our  house  on  business 
-Attended  Town-mee ting.  Major  Hawks  chosen  Moderator 
and  his  son  William  appointed  Town  Clerk-  Voted  for 
neither  of  them.  Col’n  Fay  and  J  E  Robinson  had  my 
votes.  The  former  for  a  moderator  and  the  latter  for  C 
Clerk.  The  meeting  was  opened  at  Mr  Charles  Cushman*  s 
in  the  front  of  his  house ,but  on  account  of  the  N.W. 
wind  it  wa3  adjourn’d  across  the  street, where  Mr  Marsh 
deliver’d,  a  prayer, which  I  did  not  hear  .being  in  the 
Post  Off ice . AVoted  for  Maj * ±  Norton  first  select-man, 
who  v/ as  elected, and  for  Mr  Perez  Harwood, between  whom 
and  Capt  S.Blackmer, there  was  a  tie- -Voted  again  for 
the  same  man, but  my  vote  was  lost-  Capt  Blackmer  was 
elected  selectman  for  the  N  part  of  the  town.  -Wrote  a 
letter  in  Major  Jonathan’s  office  to  Mr  John  Sims  of 
Malone-N.York--  See  Jan  3l3t  or  30th-  Voted  for  Andrew 
Robinson-f irst  constable-  David  Henry  elected-for  Loan 
Fassett  second  Constable-  Pliny  Dewey  elected, and  for 
David  Fay  Treasurer,-  Solomon  Safford  elected.  T  then 
left  the  ground  and  visitld  Hick’s  shop, 
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sides  those  I  have  mentioned  who  were  elected 
into  important  offices,  Mr  Abishai  Kinsley  and  Mr  James 
Henry  and  Mr  Tim’ y  Hervey  were  made  select-men  a,nd  Mr 
David  Merchant  and  Mr  Job  Burt  were  among  the  listers. 

Mr  Bliss  came  to  me  in  the  morning  and  said, his  daughter 
Emily  would  be  very  happy  to  be  gallanted  by  me  down  to 
Mr  House’ s-Told  him  it  would  never  do.  Why,damnit  ,  said 
he,.  I  am  in_ earnest  about  this  matter.  Saw  many  old 
fr lends , among  whom  was  Mr  Lewis  Chamberlin,  who  is  about 
27  years  of  age-.  Asked  him  about  hi3  brother  Daniel 
who, he  inform’d  me  liv’d  .in  Pownal.  Neither  he  nor 
Daniel  were  married.  Gave  the  letter  I  wrote  to  Mr 
Elisha  Smith  who  said  he  should  set  out  for  Malone  the 

nest  day.  Receiv'd  a  lttter  from  Mias  Buth  Harwood., _ 
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dated  at  Nelson-N.Y.  March  12th, informing  me,  and  sis¬ 
ter  Lydia, how  she  had  far’d  on  her  journey  to  that 
place; that  her  mother  did  not  recognize  her  features  at 
first  sight, and  was  oblig’d  to  enquire  her  out; that  her 
brother  Clark  and  sister  Mary  were  learning  very  fast, 
that  she  had  heard  from  her  brother  Abijah  who  was  at 
Sorel  in  Lower  Canada, and  her  mother’s  being  in  health 
and  very  thankful  for  the  assistance  Ruth  had  receiv’d 
from  my  father  to  enable  her  to  perform  her  journey.  She 
said  she  should  return  to  Bennington  in  May*  Was  well 
suited  with  the  letter  and  intended  writing  an  answer 
s  oon. 

At  Major  Jonathan’s  office-found  a  letter  from  Mr 
Asa  Doty  of  Scipio  -N.Y-  dated  on  the  2d  of  Dec. 1310  to 
father  concerning  the  death  of  his  mother* 

Went  to  Capt  Norton’s  in  the  evening-  Bound  his  two 
eldest  daughters , Miss  Clarissa  Loomis, Miss  Laura 
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Nonton, Miss  Lydia  Harwood,  Mr  John  Norton  Jun’r  and  Mr 
Elisha  Smith  in  the  N  room  of  the  N  house  (A  mistake  in 
saying  Miss  Laura  was  among  them,  because  she  wa  s  at 
Mr  Jewett’s)  The  ladies  were  on  the  point  of  going  to 
Mr  Jewett* s , when  I  got  into  the  room,  but  had  changed 
their  mindsand  taken  their  seats, and  I  had  promis’d  my¬ 
self  some  pleasure  in  music*  I  was  however,,  disappoint¬ 
ed,  because  Mr  Bowdish  and  Mr  Edmund  T*Locke  came  up 
from  Mr  Jewett’s  and  invited  us  down  there*  It  was  then, 
after  8  o' clock, which  was  an  objection  with  some  against 
going,but  nothing  less  than  going  would  answer  our  pur¬ 
pose.  I  march’d  along  with  Mr  Smith, who  play’d  some 
marches  with  me, a  part  of  the  way, and  walks!,  by  myself 
(the  ladies  all  being  provided  for)  more  than  half  the 
distance.  We  found  a  room  full  of  young  people  at  Mr 
Jewett’s  ido  carried  on  in  much  the  same  manner  as  I  have 
mention’d,  p ,185 ,195 ,213. 

Mr  Smith  and  I  play’d  several  tunes  together, and 
one  or  two  separately  for  them  to  dance  after.  Mr  Bow- 
dish  distributed  raisins  among  the  ladies.  Miss  Clara 
Barney  being  seated  at  the  lower  end  of  the  ring, after 
she  had  receiv’d  a  portion, with  a  kind  of  scornful  jeer 
scatter’d  them  on  the  floor, 3aying ,  "See  who  will  be  the 
spryest  *'  or  something  of  that  sort.  Mr  Botidish  and  Mr 
Locke  served  about  plenty  of  egg-nog,  and  strongly 
press’d  me  to  drink  it, without  gaining  my  consent.  Past': 
11  the  company  broke  up  and  I  was  again  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  be  provided  with  a  female  companion  to  walk 
with.  Made  the  best  of  it  I  could.  Came  past  several 
pairs  on  the  road  from  Mr  Jewett’ 3  to  Capt  Norton’s. 
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Mr  Luther  Smith  was  Miss  Sophia  Waters  gallant.  When  I 
retired  I  left  Mr  Smith  conversing  with  her.  Soon  after::' 
I  was  in  bed, the  cbck  struck  12. 

'The  air  Was  sharp  and  chilly-  Wd.N.W. 

Thursday , March  23th.  Spent  some  time  at  Parosns’ 
conversing  with  Mr  Smith  and  Mr  Locke  and  afterwards  wit 
Mr  Parsons.  Chppp’ d- -not  spiritedly.  Had  a  bad  cold. 
Wrote  down  the  notes'  to  a  favorite  Scotch  tune  called 
"My  Ain  Kind  Deary  "  in  the  evening  for  Miss  Lucretia 
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Horton.  This  morning  Mr  Bliss  came  to  purchase  some 
grain  pf  father  and  after  he  had  done  his  business  spoke 
with  me  about  Emily.-  Asked  me  if  I  would  not  take  my 
father1 s  horses  and  waggon  and  wait  upon  her  down  to  Mr 
House’s.  I  laugh’d  and  made  light  of  it, but  he  assur’d 
me  he  was  in  earnest  and  said  there  was  not  a  young  man 
in  town  he  had  rather  would  come  into  his  house.  I  told 
him  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  lose  his  friendship, but 
thought  he  might  select  a  more  suitable  partner  than  I, 
for  his  daughter.  I  told  him  to  present  my  compliments 
to  her  and  tell  her  that  I  hoped  that  she  would  ehoose 
and  enterprizing,well  educated, active  young  man  for  a 
partner, or  something  similar.  I  told  Mr  Biiss, Emily 
knew  more  than  forty  of  me.  He  invited  me  to  come  to 
his  house  and  borrow  any  book  I  wanted, which  he  might 
have,  and  to  be  sure  to  come  and  get  a  file  of  newspape® 
which  he  had  promis’d  me  soaetime  before. 

Mr  Campbell  and  Mr  Parsons  were  visiting  at  our 
irouse  in  the  P.M.  Pleasant , wind  S. 

Friday ,March  29th.  Did  but  little  at  chopping. - 
assisted  about  regulating  the  flock-  perhaps  to  hint  it 
in  a  polite  way  I  would  call  it  barbering.  We  par’d 
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their  hoofs  to  prevent  their  leaping  over  fences.  We 
pmt  them  with  our  young  cattle  in  a  small  pasture  where 
stood  a  small  stack  from  which  they  were  to  be  fed. 

Sundenly  quitted  my  work  late  in  the  P.M.  and  sat 
in  Ira’s  house  half  an  hour, talking  about  getting  mar¬ 
ried, with  Mrs  Theodocia  and  Mrs  'Waters.  I  told  tham  I 
had  almost  as  much  in  my  mind  against  marrying, a3  I  had 
for  it. Arid  if  I  could  be  ensur’d, at  the  end  of  ten  years- 
of  having  the  companion  of  my  choice ,1  would  not  marry 
till  then.  Mrs  Waters  said  I  wonder  who  you  think  would 
have  you  then  ?  0,said  I,  I  shouldn’t  be  very  old  then, 
-only  32.  She  said  if  she  were  she’d  have  me 

now  or  never.  I  felt  guilty  in  having  spent  my  time  in 
such  a  manner,  but  this  was  not  all  I  flung  away-  why,, 

I  don’t  know  as  it  was  flung  away, for  I  was  playing  on 
my  flute,  while  Ira  was  foddering  at  the  barnmit  was 
not  doing  justice  to  myself  or  to  him.  Mr  Joseph  Water¬ 
man  arriv’d  f rom  C olumbus , -N. Y.  and  brought  letters  from 
his  son  James.  Mr  Walter  Waterman  spent  a  great  part  of' 
the  day  here.  Mr  N.R. Locke  brought  me  a  dollar  to  send 
to  Williamstown  to  purchase  a  fife.  Fair-W-d  Sth. 

Saturday , March  30th.  A  great  part  of  the  time  speit 
in  writing.  Wrote  a  letter  to  Mr  James  Waterman, and 
three  or  four  pages  in  this  volume.  Mr  Ephriam  Taylor 
and  f athersettl ed  their  accounts.  Rainy  and  chilly  most 
part  of  the  day. 

Sunday,March  31st.  In  preparing  to  go  to  Church 
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I  was-  not  at  all  expeditious-  Didn’t  get  on  my  best  bib 
and  tucker  till  past  12  o’clock.  Speat  a  little  time  at 
MrEowan’s  before  the  P.M.  exercise  began. ear d  Judge 
Robinson  relating  what  he  had  heard  preach’d  by  a  Roman 


Catholic  priest  on  St,  Patric * s ’ day-  setting  forth  the 
extraordiaary  goodness  of  that  Saint-  how  by  prayer  he 
caused  all  kinds  of  venomous  animals  to  flee  Ireland 
and  caus’d  the  climate  of  the  country  to  be  so  fix’d 
afterwards  as  to  prevent  the  propagation  of  such  animals 
when  brought  there-and  a  great  many  other  wonderful 
things  the  priest  told  about  him,  “e  said  he  assisted 
to  build  300  churches.  The  priest  earnestly  exhorted 
his  hearers  to  pattern  after  3t. Patric  as  a  model  of 
perfection  in  this  life.  The  Judge  remarked  how  super¬ 
stitious  the  Homan  Catholics  are.  ne  said  he  had  seen 
little  chiidcen  going  to  get  their  sins  pardon’d  with 
tears  running  down  their  cheeks  and  wringing  their  hands 
and  mourning  dolefully;  But  as  soon  as  the  priest  had 
pardoned  their  sins, they  assume  a  cheerful  and  lively 
air, and  think  themselves  at  liberty  to  say  and  do  any¬ 
thing  they  please.  After  some  observations  on  preaching 
and  ministers  generally  Judge  Robinson  said  he  must  say, 
he  thought  all  denominations  of  Christians  had  not  char¬ 
ity  enough  for  one  another.  Mr  Marsh  took  his  text 
in  Zech’r  2d  chap’t  from  the  tenth  verse  to  the  end;and 
I  think  it  probable  enough  preach’d  very  well  while  I 
slept;  and  while  I  was  awkke,he  seem’d  ’’wide  awake”  try¬ 
ing  to  awaken  a  sinful  audience  to  a  sense  of  their  dan- 
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ger  by  pointing  out  from  the  scriptures  the  signs  of 
the  second  coming  of  Christ.  I  deliver’d  into  the  hands 
of  Sam’l  Buck  Jun'r  two  dollars  to  purchase  two  fifes 
of  Amasa  Shattuck  of  Williamstown.  Buck  was  mail-car¬ 
rier. 

Mrs  Betty  Brown  was  thought  to  be  dangerously  ill. 

Mr  Joseph  Waterman  depatted  hence  for  Hartford-  in 
Connecticut. 

What  was  only  an  idle  report  concerning  our  much 
esteem’d  ’’Doctor  Worthy  Waters”  page  95  is  or  was  at 
this  time  ascertain’d  as  a  fact  which  had  lately  taken 
place.  Peace, joy  and  happiness  ne  with  them. 

”Mr  Harwood, have  you  any  remarks  to  make,’ on  the 
weather  in  March-  1811  ?  ’’Why, I  don’t  know  but  that  I 
may  have  a  few.”  March  1811  was  a  remarkably  mild  and 
pleasant  month-many  very  warm  days  and  no  sleighing  in 
Bennington  from  the  very  first  day-  &no  frost  in  the 
ground  as  early  as  the  24th.  The  croaking  of  frogs  was 
heard  as  early  as  the  14th.  Robins  and  bluebirds  came 
very  early.  These  are  all  my  remarks  which  I  am  suffer U 
to  think  of-except  saying  it  was  cloudy  and  chilly  on 
the  31st-  W-d  E. 

Monday, April  1st.  Rainy  and  snowy  in  the  morning. 
Spent  a  few  jovial  moments  at  Ira’s  talking  with  the 
women  about  some  young  ladies  of  my  acquaintance.  Read 
the 'Aurora  and  wrote  off  accounts.  Spent  the  P,M.  chop¬ 
ping  at  Ira’s  wood-pile.-  Was  at  Mr  Parsons  about  sunse® 
conversing  with  Mrs  Camobell  and  Mrs  Parsons  and  ne¬ 
glected  feeding  my  calves  till  a  late  hour.  A  pleasant 
P.M.  cold  night. 

Father  receiv’d  of  Cap#  Moses  Robinson  Jun’r  $86.- 


mam 
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Tuesday , April  2d,  Assisted  in  the  same  business  as 
was  pursued  in  the  P.M.  on  Monday,  Mr  Judd  work’d  for 
Mr  Ira  Harwood  in  the  P.M.  My  father  saw  at  night  all 
his  wood  handsomely  piled  and  prepar’d  for  use.  A  meet¬ 
ing  was  holden  at  Mr  Brown’s  in  the  evening  which  I  did 
not  attend.  Miss  Luccetia  Norton  and  Miss  Laura  her 
sister , called  at  our  house,  as  theybw  were  going  to  Mr 
Brown’ 3.  While  alone  spent  nry  time  writing  in  this  book 
and  enjoy’d  a  few  pleasant  moments  standing  by  the  side 
of  the  desk  holding  the  lid  against  me  and  playing  song 
tunes, on  the  flute.  A  cold  and  pleasant  morning-wind 
sotiith  west. 

Wednesday , April  3d.  Worked  at  putting  up  fences 
ing  the  morning  while  it  snow’d  smartly-  Was  at  Parsons’ 
shop  a  short  time.  Had  a  little  time  to  write  before  12 
Jewels  were  put  in  the  hogs’  noses  and  the  poor  animals 
released  from  close  confinement  in  the  P.M. 

Walked  about  the  meadows  with  father  and  Mr  Ira 

knocking - what  ? - BUNG  !  1  V  if  I  must  3ay  it  in 

plain  English.  Spent  a  long  and  pleasant  evening  con¬ 
versing  with  sister  Lydia.  Pleasant  P.M. 

Thursday. April  4th.  A  large  quantity  of  Mr  Ira 
Harwood’s  wood  was  torn  in  pieces  with  axes,betles  and' 
wedges.  Mr  Judd  was  an  assistant  all  day. 

Col’o  Sam’ 1  Robinson  came  to  see  my  grandfather  who 
was  absent  on  a  visit  at  his  brother  Stephen’s..  The 
Col’n  entertain’d  us  very  agreeably  telling  little  anec¬ 
dotes  of  himself  and  his  trying  to  get  a  writ  out  a- 
gainst  his  br otherDavid ,and  fail’d  because  no  attorney 
had  courage  enough  to  do  the  business . --And  of  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  wife, he  said  many  odd  and  droll  things.  The  Colb 
did  an  errand  concerning  the  Court  House  and  went  his 
way. . 
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Lydia  visited  at  ^r  Loomis’  Mr  Levi  Jewett  gal¬ 
lanted  her  home  in  the  evening. 

I  fell  in  company  with  Hiram  House, as  I  was  going 
to  the  Post  Office  to  take  out  the  Aurora, and  conversed 
very  freely  with  him.  He  told  me  he  was  in  the  15th 
year  of  his  age.  At  the  Office-  saw  Mr  Stephen  Robinson 
and  his  brother  Heinan,  Mr  R.  after  examining  the  Weekly 
Aurora  said  he  should  send  for  it  he  believ’d. 

I  left  the  P  Office  and  call’d  at  the  house  of 
Maj ’ r  J.E. Robinson — Pound  a  young  lady  and  a  small  girl 
about  ten  years  of  age , perhaps , alone  in  the  kitchen. 

Made  no  othererrand  than  to  enquire  for  the  man  of  the 
house,  who, I  was  inform’d  was  at  one  of  his  neighbors, 
and  observ’d  how  fine  the  weather  was --and  had  been  lor 
several  weeks  before ;and  left  the  house  and  again  visit 
ed  the  P. Off ice  to  ask  for  a  letter  for  Mrs  Anna  Waters 
but  no  such  letter  was  there.  Came  home  and  sat  up  lat% 
reading  about  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Pleasant.  W.d  N.W. 

Pr'iday, April  5th,  Mr  Ira  Harwood’s  wood  was  all  in 
pile.  Pelt  low-spirited-  thought  very  meanly  of  my  per¬ 
formance  in  the  business  of  the  day- -believ’ d  my  father 


had  reason  for  hating  his  son  on  that  account.  To 
express  how  nimbly  I  mov’d  about, I  shall  resort  to  this 

method-thus . . . 

. -for  every  dot  a  step. 

These  dots  must  be  understood  to  be  in  slow  time. --Did 
not  assist  at  the  barn  as  I  ought.  This  was  another 
piece  of  inj us t ice . among  a  thousand  I  could  mention, to 
a  faithful  uncle. 

Mr  Sam’  1- -Blackmer  Jun’r--  Should  be  Sam’ 1  H. 
Blackmer  came  to  see  me  and  I  gave  him  some  tunes  which 
I  got  in  Worthington.  See  p.  220.  Pleasant. 

Saturday , April  6th.  Spreading  manure  onmeadow 
ground, was  the  chief  business.  Father  rode  away  in  the 
P.M.  to  pay  his  debts.  Mr  Henry  Passett  had  a  barrel 
of  cider  and  gave  a  due-bill  for  it.  A  fair  A.M.  and  a 
cloudy  P.M. 

Sunday, April  7th.  Visited  the  Lord’s  house  in 
the  P.M.  Mr  Marsh  kept  his  seat  some  time  after  he 
enter’d  the  desk.  I  began  to  be  impatient.  At  last 
the  singers  came  in  and  Mr  minsiter  performed  that  part 
of  his  task  which  preceded  his  sermon,  ^e  took  his 
text  in  Mathew-17th  Chap’t  5th  verse  "This  is  my  beloved 
sojf  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.  Hear  ye  him."  Mr  Marsh 
said  the  mountain  into  Christ  and  his  three  diddles, 
who  saw  him  transf iguc’ d,went ,  is  Mount  Tabor.  11  e  dwelt 
on  the  happy  meeting  these  ddciples  and  their  Lord  had 
with  Moses  and  Elias,  and  gave  us  his  reasons  why  it 
was  necessary  that  Christ  should  come  into  the  world 
and  live  and  die  as  he  did.  Ur  Marsh  deliver’d  a  long, 
and  in  my  ear,  a  very  dry  discourse.  I  was  as  anxious 
to  hear  the  last  of  it, as  I  was  that  he  shouPd  begin  it. 

In  the  evening-was  at  Mr  J  E  Robinson’s  conversing 
with  a  friend  whom  I  had  not  seen  since  the  13th.  of  Nov 

Cloudy  and  chilly, wind  N.W. 

Monday, April  14th. --Pshaw- -  April  8th.-  What  do  I 
mean.  Our  business  was  not  of  the  first  importance.  It 
was  carting  pebbles  or  bird’s  eggs  off  a  piece  of 
ground  which  it  was  intended  to  mow--  Assisted  Mr  Par¬ 
sons  abut  drawing  home  a  stick  of  timber  for  a  sweep  to 
his  bark-mill.  Mr  Lockwood, his  carpenter , was  with  us 
and  said  some  droll  words.  Ira  was  plowing. 

Rather  warm  in  the  morning, but  was  cold  late  in 
the  day. 

Tuesday , April  9th.  Our  bird’s  egging  was  pursued 
and  Mr  Montague  and  father  repair’d  half -wall  beside 
the  lane.  Mr  Judd  came  late  in  the  morning  and  work’d 
with  me. 
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Locke  and  I  receiv’d  our  fifes  from  Williams  town  by 
the  mail-carried. —  made  by  Amasa  Shattuck.  See  p.  231. 

-  Wish’d-much  to  have  seen  an  exhibition  which  was 
had  at  the  school-house  near  Gen  Saff ord’ s , under  the 
direction  of  Mr  Daniel  Colwell.  Was  very  sorry,  on  hear¬ 
ing  what  plays  had  been  acted, that  I  had  not  attended. 
Father  lelt  anxious  to  go  on  with  his  nusinessand 
have  been  highly  displeased  if  I  had  left  it  and 

the  exhibition.  ne  was  angry  in  the  evening  to 


would 
gone  to 

hear  — 


■  -  - 
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express  my  regret  at  not  being  there* 

The  folks  of  the  two  houses, most  of  them,attended 
a  meeting  at  Mr  Br own* s • --and  I,  for  my  comfort , passed 
away  a  gay  hour  at  Mr  Parsons’ , playing  on  ’’  my  whistle” 
and  talking  with  Mr  Sam’ 1  Robinson  Jun’r.  Mr  P.  Mr  Shoal 
and  Mr  Lockwood  on  a  variety  of  subjects, of  which  reli¬ 
gion  was  the  principal* 

Mr  Lockwood  gave  us  a  song--”The  jealous  Lawyer” 
Practic’d  music  with  Locke  till  late  in  the  evening. 
Cloudy  and  cold.  W-d  N.W. 

Wednsaday  10th. April  10th.  I  was  plowing  and 
father  Ira  and  Mr  Montague  were  engaged  as  on  the  14th. 
Mr  Montague  and  Mr  Ault  settled  accounts  with  father, 
and  I  assisted  in  casting  them  up. 

talk’d  to  Mr  Parsons  in  the  evening  and  play’d 
on  the  fife  with  a  tin-pleddler  who  was  a  very  good 
player  but  did  n’t  take  care  to  give  the  instrument  a 
smooth  sound.  Weather  like  the  14th. 

Were  I  four  or  five  years  younger.it  would  not 
look  so  ugly  to  see  it  recorded  in  my  journal  that  I 
had  bought  me  a  whistle  and  given  a  dollar  for  it  and  1 
did  n’t  suit  me, because  it  was  set  too  low;  But  now  in 
my  23d  year  it  would  see  my  mind  would  soar  above  such 
trifles  and  be  thinking  of  something  more  important. 
Ah--  very  true —  all  I  have  to  comfort  me  is,  that  I 
think  I  am  not  alone  with  my  trifling  mind.  Perhaps  I 
may  squint  at  this  some  time  or  other. 

Thursday, April  11th.  -Doing  as  I  was  on  the  10th. 
Ira  and  father  were  medning  fences.  Saw  Mr  Parsons’  new 
bark-mill  in  operation, in  the  evening.  A  bushel  of 
corn  in  the  ear  was  ground. 
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In  Mr  Campbell’s  bible--  read  2  or  3  of  the  first 
chap’t  in  Job.  Discours’d  a  long  whilr  with  friend 
Locke  in  the  shop. 

Mr  Ellis  our  clock-peddler  pdlar  tarried  at  my 
fathers. -March  1811.  Gloomy  w leather. Snowy  and  chilly 
P.M.  from  S  &  S.E. 

Friday, April  12th.  Spreading  manure  and  plowing, 
the  business  .Mr  Laura  Mr  Luman  Norton  came  to  talk 
with  father  about  a  mare  he  bought  of  him  in  June  1810. 
fte  was  to  have  given  70  dollars  for  her,  but  becoming 
lame  soon  after  he  had  her  and  continuing  so  without 
any  probability  of  being  sound, he  thought  my  father 
ought  to  give  in  ten  dollars.  As  Mr  Norton  a  few  weeks 
after  receiving  the  mare  had  requested  my  father  to 
take  her  again .only  making  a  reservation  of  a  few  days' 
so  as  to  get  her  shod  to  know  if  her  lameness  proceed¬ 
ed  from  being  badly  shod;  and  if  she  prov’d  to  be  lame 
them, father  agreed  he  would  take  her  back;  but  he  not 
returning  the  mare  and  making  payments  at  different 
times, father  concluded  he  was  eontented  with  his  bar¬ 
gain,  and  when  he  made  his  complaint , felt  unwilling  to 
abate  one  dollar.but  consented  to  fling  in  five  dollars 

Went  to  the  Post  Office  and  took  out  the  Aurora 
of  April  2d.  Paid  Mr  S.BiYoung  for  going  to  his  office 


in  Dec  and  Jan.  He  asked  only  20  cents*  Heard  Mr 
•Henry  and  Mr  Isaac  Robinson  playing  on  a  violin  and 

claranet  together  and  relished  it  extremely  well, 

Did  some  business  at  James’  store  and  at  Strong's 
and  return'd  home.  Mr  S,  Robinson  Jun'r  who  had 
just  arriv'd, or  at  least  only  the  night  before,  from 
Troy,  was  at  our  house  and  said  wheat  was  two  dollars 
a  bush'l. 

A  flurry  of  snow  was  on  the  ground  in  the  mornirg 
Gloomy  and  cold.---  Wind  N.W. 

Saturday , April  13th.  The  garden  was  plowed  and 
other  plowing  was  done.  Rather  was  employ'd  at  re¬ 
pairing  fences.  Ira  had  business  in  the  P.M.  at  Col'n 
Horton's.  Mr  Asa  Whitney  of  Readsborough  bought  a 
small  quantity  of  grain  and  took  dinner  with  us.  Made 
a  short  visit  in  the  evening, at  Parsons -  Sister 

1811  245 

Lydia,  Mi3S  Sophia  Norton  and  Miss  R  Cutler  were  there 
also.  Afterwards,  was  a  long  time  in  Ita' s  north  room 
playing  on  the  flute.  Mr  Walter  Waterman  was  my  bed¬ 
fellow.  Clear  and  cold  W.d  N.W. 

Sunday, April  14th.  Near  mid-day  walk'd  out  v;ith 
Hudibras  and  laid  myself  down  on  the  S  side  of  a  stump 
and  read  in  it.  In  this  position  enjoyed  myself  very 
well.  Came  home  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Miss  Ruth  Har¬ 
wood  to  answer  that  which  was  receiv'd  March  27th  p.234 
.Rather  and  the  girls  attended  a  meeting  on  the  flat 
near  Gen.  Saf ford's.  I  had  a  strong  invitation  to  go, 
but  had  rather  stay  at  home  and  finish  my  letter.  Mr 
Henry  Mellen  and  Mr  N.R. Locke  were  at  Ira's  in  the  eve¬ 
ning.  Air  sharp  and  clear.  Wind  N.W. 

Monday, April  15th.  A  quantity  of  spring-wheat  was 
sewn  and  plowing .harrowing  and  laying  wall  constituted 
the  business  of  the  day.  Mr  Montague  assisted  in  the 
latterbranch.  I  was  amus'd  morning  and  noon  with  the 
dancing  and  odd  behaviour  of  a  crazy  man  named  William 
Price.  He  was  drunk  in  the  P.M.  , but  in  the  evening 
came  to  himself  and  was  quite  rational.  This  man  said 
he  knew  a  Serj eant-Maj or  James  Street  and  so  exactly 
described  a  man  of  that  name  who  was  once  our  nearest 
neighbor , that  we  believ’d  him  to  be  the  very  same  per¬ 
son.  Mr  Price  never  knew  him  before  he  saw  him  in  the 
army  and  did  not  know  of  his  ever  living  in  this  place  . 
I  was  in  good  spirits, and  the  day  was  fine  and  tolerably 
warm. 

Tuesday , April  4  th.  Rlax-seed  was  sown  and  likewhe 
oats . -something  was  done  in  the  way  of  meiiding  fences. 
Carried  the  letter  which  was  written  on  Sunday, to  the  P 
Office, and  call'd  at  the  office  of  Major  J.E. Robinson 
and  played  a  few  tunes  with  Mr  Henry  Robinson  and  heard 
him  play  a  number  of  choice  pieces  and  in  a  manner  so  fir 
far  superior  to  my  performances  on  the  flute  as  to  al¬ 
most  determine  me  to  give  over  trying  to  learn  any  more. 
-Left  tbe  Office  about  9  o'clock  and  was  in  haste  to  get 

home, but  Mr  Waterman  and  Mr  Robinson  strongly  insisted 
hn  my  calling  at  the  house, and  so  I  did.  I  seated  my¬ 
self  in  the  kitchen--  drank 
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some  cider,  and  talked  awhile  with  Mr  W.  and  the 
ladies  (Miss  Harriot  Skinner  and  Miss  R  Cutler) - 
play’d  over  ftjjiy  Ain  Kind  Deary”  for  Miss  Skinner  and 
came  loitering  along  home.  Sat  down  on  the  ground 
above  Mr  Parsons  a  long  time,  playing  on  a  low-key  fife. 
It  was  11  o’clock  when  I  went  to  rest. 

Cloudy-  Wind  strong  from  the  S. 

Wednesday , April  17th.  Was  aksed  to  go  to  Church 
and  would  not.  The  day  was  spent  reading  Hudibras  and 
writing.  It  was  fast  day,  Capt  0  Waters  paid  us  a  vis¬ 
it.  Was  at  Capt  Horton’s  for  the  evening,  Mr  Levi  Jew¬ 
ett  his  sisters  Tryphosa  and  Lydia  Mr  Jesse  Loomis, Mr 
Henry  Mellen.his  sister  Harriot, Mr  Gideon  House  , his  sis¬ 
ter  Lydia,  Mr  Pumroy  Smith,  and  Mr  H.R. Locke  and  Miss 
Gerusha  Pay  were  there, , besides  Mr  Luther  Smith, Miss 
Sophia  Waters  and  Miss  Lydia  Harwood.  Conversed  with 
Mr  John  Horton  about  several  passages  of  scripture  and 
with  Miss  Lydia  House  about  Miss  Persis  Smith.  Mr  Lu¬ 
ther  Smith  came  home  with  Miss  S.7/aters,  Miss  L. Harwood 
Mr  Locke  and  myself.  Beautiful  weather. 

Thursday , April  18th.  Work’d  at  gardening  and  plow 
ing.  Grandfather  had  his  well  so  well  as  to  be  able  to 
drive  a  waggon  to  mill.  Read  the  38th  Chap’ t  of  Gene¬ 
sis  and  12th  of  Hebrews.-  Was  reading  Hudibras  in  the 
evening  at  Ira’s.  Mr  John  Shoals  came  there  and  spent 
a  little  time  with  us.  A  young  Spoone  of  Woodford  or 
Readsboro  bought  corn  with  sugar.  Very  warm  and  clear. 

,  Friday, April  19th.  -  Assisted  at  gardening.  Read 

Hudibras  ,at  noon.  My  grandfather  visited  his  brother 
Zachariah.  Ira  plow(d  Mr  Parsons’  garden  with  a  double 
team.  Went  to  the  P  Office  with  friend  Locke  and  brought 
home  the  Philadelphia  Aurora.  Very  warm  and  some  smokey. 

Saturday , April  20th. --To  the  family  read  the  21st 
Chap’t  of  St.  John-  At  Ira’s  the  27th  of  Genesis  and 
part  of  the  12th.  of  Hebrews.  Father  and  Mr  Montague  weie 
laying  over  old  wall  and  it  was  my  business  to  draw 
stones  for  them  in  the  A.M*  P.M.  plowed  a  small  bit  of 
ground  which  grandfather  sowed  with  peas ,who  in  climbing 
over  the  fence  fe  11  and  broke  one  of  his  ribs  notwith¬ 
standing  which  he  finished  sowing  his  peas.  Rode  to 
Col  Horton’s,  in  a  waggon  and  carried  my  mother  with  me 
to  Mr  E. Waters.  She  reminded  me  how  shiftless  I  was 
because  the  bottom-boards  were  out  of  order  and  I  did  not 
place  them 
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rightly  a?  she  earnestly  requested  me  to  do, as  we  were 
going  along, and  from  that  took  occasion  to  tell  me  how 
such  conduct  would  opperate  on  the  feelings  of  a  wife, 
were  I  ever-  to  have  one.  She  said  if  she  could  find  out 
who  that  person  was , she  would  describe  my  character  to 
her  in  full. , Could  gdt  no  work  done  at  Col’n  Horton’s. 
Bought  a  new  felt  hat  at  Bower’s  for  $2.50  ”  Mr  0. 


Perry  was  there  bargaining  f or  a  hat.  Went  to  Mr  Eldad 
Dewey  s  mill.  After  the  grist  was  on  board, had  a  chat 


t 


* 


( 


c 


( > 


\ 


I 


Y 


< 


with  the  old  gentleman  about  his  first  coming  to  the 
town, which  was  at  the  age  of  17.  Took  supper  at  Mr. 
Water’s, and  return’d  home  with  mother.  Ira  follow’d 
ingrafting.  Maples  began  to  leave  out  on  the  19th 
and  apple-trees  on  the  20th. 

A  fine-warm  day-  Wind  S. 

Sunday, April  21st.  I  walked  calmly  and  slowly, 
with  my  friend  Locke  reading  a  book  which  he  had  bor¬ 
row*  d-entitled ,  British  glory  in  America .being  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  (fr)  French  war  of  1755, along  the  road 
to  Church.  Mr  Marsh  took  his  text  in  Mark-4th  Chap’t 
38th  verse  in  the  A.M.  Preaching  was  dull  to  me, so 
I  amused  myself  with  Hudibras  and  snored  cleverly  some 
part  of  the  time.  During  the  intermission  went  into  the 
singers’  seat, viewing  their  books  &c,into  the  Church 
yard  to  look  at  the  monuments  of  the  dead.  Mr  Marsh 
in  the  P.M.  named  his  text  in  Ezekiel-21st  Chap’t  27th 
verse.  He  commanded  my  attention  no  more  than  he  had 
done  in  the  A.M. -Read  several  columns  in  the  Aurora. 

At  home-  found  Mr  John  Murphy  who  had  lately  arriv’d 
from  the  Gity  of  N. York, where  he  had  been  visiting  his 
friends.  See  April  7th. Before  it  rained  in  the  eve¬ 
ning,  the  air  was  quite  warm, but  in  the  evening  a  severe 
thunder-gust  was  experienced  from  the  N.W.  which  cool’d 
the  air  to  such  a  degree  $s  to  occasion  a  snow  storm, 
some  time  in  the  night. 

Monday, April  22d.  A  gloomy  morning. -Wind  high  from 
N.W.  and  the  ground  cover’d  with  a  coat  of  snow  two 
inches  thick.  Our  sheep  and  lambs  were  brought  up  from 
the  pasture  and  a  fatherly  care  taken  of  them.  The  tim¬ 
ber  hewn  by  F. Waters  on  the  13th  &  14th  of  March  was  drag 
ged  home.  Rode  on  horseback  to  Col’o  Norton’s  to  get  a 
plow-shabe. -  Went  to  Mr  Haswell’s-  Spoke  with  A. H. Avery 
read  some  in  the  Washingtonia.n--brought  away  three  No’s 
of  The  Green  Mountain  Farmer.-  Called  at  an  attorney’s 
Office  where  was  deposited  a  remnant  of  the  old  Library 
of  which  one  of  the  books  I  designed  to  borrow, but  the 
person  who  had  the  charge  of  the  office 
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was  riot  within.  Saw  Mr  William  Hawks, Mr  David  Robinson 
Jun’r  and  Benj’n  Edwards.  At  Strong’s  store  paid  $1.77 
for  Ira  and  fifty  cents  book  account  for  f ather-toMoses 
Robinson  od  Clk.--Read  1st  and  2d  -Deuteronomy , in  the 
evening  at  Ira’s.  Mr  Ephriam  Taylor  arriv’d  from  Pitts¬ 
field.  Clear'd  off  pleasant. 

Tuesday , April  23d.  Except  spreading  a  few  heaps 
of  ashes  had  not  much  to  do  in  the  A.M.-  P.M.  assisted 
father  and  Ira  about  drawing  off  stones  from  a  part  of 
the  meadow  intended  to  be  plowed-S  of  Ira’ 3  house  20 
rods — aye  more  by  many. 

Miss  Ruth  Harwood  came  from  Nelson*N.Y.  I  was 
glad  to  see  her, but  she  was  unlooked  for,  as  will, appear 
from  what  she  wrote-  See  March  27th.  She  brought  with 
her  2  very  pretty  books-  presents  from  her  brother  and 
sister, Clark  Augustus  and  Mary  Maria-  entitled ,  ”A  Voy¬ 
age  in  the  Indian  Ocean”  and  "The  Ladies  Mentor”  and  I 
devoted  a  few  moments  of  my 'time  to  reading  them. --Read 

1st  of  Acts  in  the  morn’g.  a  cold  morning-  More  pleas¬ 
ant  in  th*  P.M. 
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Wednesday , April  24th.  Business  of  the  A.M.  like 
the  23d.  P.M.  Ira  and  I  were  plowing  green- sward. 

Father  built  a  cheese-shelter  for  Ita.  A  grey  headed, 
insolent , negro  beggar  of  Williamstown, styling  himself 
"Major  Demming" , stating  that  he  was  formerly  a  slave 
under  Gen.  Washington-gave  us  a  call.  We  gave  him  sane 
bread  and  cheese  and  let  him  go.  Read  a  few  pages  in 
Grandpa’s  Voyage  and  a  column  or  two  in  the  Bennington 
News-Letter,  Cool  and  clear. 

Thursday , April  25th. -With  Ira  plowing. -A.M. -P.M. 
-assisted  in  moving  Mr  H.C. Hull’s  barn.  Mr  George  God¬ 
frey  had  the  command.  Left  the  building  before  it  was 
on  the  desired  site  and  went  on  to  Court  House  Hill- 
Spent  a  short  time  alone  in  Mr  Young’s  Office  reading 
a  few  lines  in  Morse’s  Geography  and  Lord  Lyttleton's 
Letters.  Visited  the  Post  Office  where  I  saw  Mr  S. Rob¬ 
inson  Jun’r  with  whom  I  spoke, and  "Gen"D. Robinson, 

Col’o  Pay. Mr  Haswell  and  others.  Call’d  at  J. E. Robin¬ 
son’  d  Off ice, which  I  enter’d  without  asking  leave  which 
perhaps  was  a  very  unmannerly  deed-  not  only  that  but 
a  drunken  kind  of  a  fellow  followed  me  in, and  I  was  not 
satisfied  with  mereljr  entering  the  room, but  visited  the 
desk, the  lid  of  which  was  partly  shut  down, and  took  out 
Mr  Henry 
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Robinson’s  fife  first, and  then  his  flute  which  I  began 
sounding  but  was  requested  by  Mr  Robinson, who  soon  made 
his  appearance  there,  to  desist,  to  which  I  readily  as¬ 
sented,  and  after  resting  myself  a  moment  left  the  of¬ 
fice  in  possession  of  Mr  R  and  another  gentleman, bring¬ 
ing  out  , with  me  my  agreeable  companion , who  I  left  stand 
ing  on  the  door-s tep-f etchinh  now  and  then  a  sickish 
hem.  As  I  was  returning  home-  called  at  Mr  Bliss’  but 
he  was  not  at  home  and  therefore  did  not  get  a  file  of 
news-papers  which  he  wished  to  lend  me.  Pound  at  home 
3  men  from  Wilmington  of  whom  a  quantity  of  sugar  was 
purchased.  The  few  leisure  moments  I  had  were  improv¬ 
ed  reading  Grandpa’s  Voyage  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  A 
fair  and  warm  day- -Wind  N.W. 

Friday, April  26th.  Worked  n*=ar  Mrs  Hinman’  s 
possessions, N  of  the  house  in  the  meadow  at  such  busi¬ 
ness  as  is  mentioned  April  23d, in  the  main, though  other 
kinds  were  attended  to .which  I  shall  not  be  at  the 
trouble  of  naming.  Ira  did  some  plowing  for  Mr  Parsons. 
Read  the  story  of  Cammilus.a  roman  general  and  the 
treacherous  school-mas ter-a  few  pages  in  Grandpa’s 
Voyage  and  the  3d  Chap’t  of  Acts.  In  the  evening  three 
bed-steads  wereset  up  with  very  little  confusion.  Clou$: 
-Rain’d  in  the  night. 

Saturday .April  27th.  Ira  had  business  which  callfl. 
him  from  home  in  the  morning  and  I  being  pretty  slack 
-caused  it* to  be  late  before  we  were  ready  to  go  to  wofe 
Father  felt  so  enraged  at  it .that  when  he  went  to  yoke 
his  oxen, he  flung  the  yoke  with  all  his  might  over  the 
barn-yard  bars;but  he  soon  got  over  his  passion  and  all 
was  fair  weather  again.  Our  work  was  the  same  kind  per¬ 
formed  on  the  26th.  Ira  plowed  Mr  Elisha  Waters'  garden  . 
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Mr  Seth  Parsons  borrowed  a  waggon  here  to  carry  his 
mother  to  Hoo sack-f alls . -  Read  5th  of  Acts  and  the 
favorite  Voayage.  Weather  like  the  26th  in  many  re¬ 
spects.  Wind  S. 

Sunday .March, I  would  say  April  28th.  Behaved  very 
sluggishly  in  the  morning.-  Went  to  bring  water  for  tea 
from  the  brook  and  instead  of  doing  as  I  was  expected  to 
do-stopped  at  Ira’s  and  read  the  16th  of  Numbers-the 
first  and  2d  chapters  of  the  2d  book  of  Kings  and  other 
parts  of  the  holy  book.  The  tide  of  anger  ran  high  a- 
gainst  me  at  home  and  father  came  himself  and  carried  up 
the  pail  of  water  without  regarding  my  attempts  to  pre¬ 
vent  it-  leaving  me  at  Ira’s  with 
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the  Bible  in  $y  hands.  Prom  Ira’s --went  to  the  barn 
and  did  the  ordinary  business  of  every  morning  there, 

$nd  appeared  at  home  before, as  I  had  portrayed  in  my 
imagination, an  enraged  mother,  but  was  happily  disappoint 
ed,for  she  only  made  use  of  a  few  ironical  expressions, 
rpomising.if  she  should  have  an  opportunity , to  inform  a 
certain  femaleo  of  my  unmanly  behaviour, in  this  as  well 
as  in  other  instances-  Attended  pretty  closely  to  read¬ 
ing  and  writing.  Read  of  the  Gauts  a  range  of  mountains 
in  India,in  Morse’s  Gazetteer— perused  Duane’s  paper  add 
Grandpre’s  Voyage.  Cold  and  clear-  wind  $.W. 

Monday, April  29th.  The  business  of  the  27th  con¬ 
tinued.  Mr  Ephriam  Taylor  and  his  lady  left  town  to  re¬ 
move  to  Great  Barrington.  In  the  morning-read  the  7th 
Chap’ t  of  St.John-at  noon, the  38th, 59th, 40th, and  41st  of 
Ecclesiasticu s  and  was  highly  entertained  with  the  nu¬ 
merous  wise  sentences  therein  contained-  also  read  the 
18th  and  24th  of  Deuteronomy-and  in  the  evening-my  India 
Voyage.  A  fine  clear  day--  Wind  IT. W.  .Past  ren  in  the 
evening  had  a  little  music  at  Ira’s  and  read  the  6th 
Chapt  of  the  2d  of  Sam’ 1  and  the  third  of  Daniel. 

Mr  Parsosn  had  waggon  and  one  horse  to  bring  a  load  of 
leather  from  Algiers  street  home  and  brought  a  barrel  of 
cider  from  Mr  Pred’c  Jewett’s  for  Mr.  Ault. 

Tuesday .April  30th.  Worked  hard  for  Mr  Parsons  who 
had  a  short  string  of  whole  wall  built  by  father  and  Mr 
Montague  assisted  by  their  sons, Mr  Parsons, Mr  Ira  Har¬ 
wood  and  Mr  Nath’ 1  R. Locke, w  ho  collected  the  materials. 
Miss  Thankful  Hunt  and  Mrs  Theodosia  Harwood  left  this 
for  Northampton  in  a  chaise.  Nearly  every  young  person 
in  the  neighborhood  old  enpugh  to  go  in  comp any, was  at 
our  house  in  the  evening.  The  collection  was  nothing  I 
cared  much  for,  because  I  felt  tired  and  wished  to  rest. 

I  was  among  them, about  half  the  time  they  were  here. 

They  went  off  past  11  o’clock.  A  fine  morning , cloudy  ad 
chilly  in  the  P.M. 

The  blossoms  of  the  plumb- tree  were  in  great  for¬ 
wardness. 

Wednesday ,May  1st.  Our  hops  were  poled  and  some 
fences  were  repaired-  a  piece  of  ground  harrowed  which 
in  the  P.M.  was  furrowed  out  for  potatoesa  dmd  I  the  bop 
who  rode  horse-  a  snail  yard  (near  the  }  near  the  barn, 
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ploughed, and  other  matters  of  less  importance  attended 
to.  A  green  doctor--  a  doctor  Worthy  Waters  paid  his 
"brother  Adam*  s  widow  an  unpleasant  visit  in  the  P.M. 
Plassant  and  cloudy- -chilly- -Wind  S. 
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Thursday,May  2d*  Thick  clouds  were  rolling  up  from 
the  S.  all  the  morning.  It  began  to  rain  steadily  about 
12  o’clock  and  we  continued  working  in  it  till  4, drawing 
manure  on  to  the  ground  furrowed  out  the  day  before, and 
dealt  out  a  shovelful  in  a  place.  The  remainder  of  the 
day  was  taken  up  taking  out  our  cider  hogsheads  from 
which  the  liquor  had  been  drawn, and  rinsing  them  and 
carrying  them  to  the  barn.  At  noon  read  the  14th  Chap’t 
of  Genesis  which  pleased  me  very  much.  Rainy. W-d  S. 

Friday , May  3d.  The  business  began  on  the  2d  wa3 
continued  and  completed.  Ira  was  out  of  health  in  the 
A.M.  and.  went  to  Mr  Marsh’ 3-  whence  he  bro’t  a  mare  the 
priest  had  had  of  father  a  fortnight  before-  wither  for 
nothing  or  for  preaching -although  he  applied  for  her  to 
keep  her  but  two  or  three  days.  In  the  evening  had  an 
errand  at  Mr  Elisha  Water’s  and  thence  proceeded  to  the 
2d  dwelling  house  S  of  the  Court  House  where  I  saw  a 
partiuular  friend  with  whom  I  walked  down  to  the  bridge 
north  of  the  C.H.  and  after  a  few  moments  innoccent  that 
finished  our  walk  by  going  to  the  first  mile-stone , then 
returning  to  the  same  house  again  and  there  conversing 
together  and  reading  Grandpre’3  account  of  the  Indian 
widows  burning  themselves  alive  and  some  other  passages 
in  the  same  book- -made  2  or  3  hours  fly  away  so  agreea¬ 
bly  as  scarcely  to  be  perceived.  The  day  was  by  no 
means  unpleasant  and  the  evening  was  very  beautiful  tho’ 
it  was  chilly.  The  sky  was  serene  and  the  moon  gave  us 
a  full  quarter  of  her  light. 

Saturday, May  4th.  We  planted  potatoes  and  were 
assisted  by  Mr  IT. R. Locke.  Mr  Ira  Harwood  labored  for 
Mr  Parsons  and  visited  ^r  Atwood’s  still.  Read  the  11th 
chap’ t  of  Act3. 

S  ve±y  pleasant  day  --air  mild--  wind  1T.W. 

Sunday, May  5th.  Read  the  12th  chap’t  of  Acts  in 
the  morning-  Pelt  very  sluggish  indeed. -Took  a  walk 
with  Grandpre’s  Voyage  in  my  hand.and  in  company  with 
Mr  Ault  Mr  Judd  and  Mr  Ira  Harwood  brought  home  a  young 
cow  and  calf.  Prom  12  to  4  o ’ clock, engaged  writing  in 
this  book  and  reading  my  voyage.  The  good  people  of  the 
house  arrived  from  Church  after  4  o’clock  and  related 
what  they  had  heard  and  seen.  It  was  thought  Mr  Marsh 
had  preached  a  fine  sermon  on  baptism. 
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They  witnessed  cap’t  I's  Nichols’  baptism-  the  ceremony 
being  performed  at  the  bridge  N.  of  the  Court  House  by 
wading  into  the  water  with  the  priest  at  his  elbow  and 
wheeling  about  and  marching  out  again  in  the  presence 
of  the  whole  congregation  of  whom  some  were  much  affect¬ 
ed  with  grief ,o thers  with  joy, and  a  large  portion  n^ty 

moved  at  all.-  12  new  members  were  this  day  added  to  the 


Church,  A  warm  morning  a  cloudy  afternoon  and  a 
rainy  evening* 

Monday ,May  6th.  -  Continued  plowing  till  the  rain 
obliged  me  to  desist.  Except  setting  up  a  bed-stead, from 
ten  till  4  in  the  P.M.  read  in  the  Bible  25th  C.of  Gen¬ 
esis  and  Grandpre’ s  voyage  and  in  the  meantime  assisted 
in  doing  some  kind  of  trifling  business  at  the  barn. 

Mr  Ira  got  a  colt  shod  at  Col’o  Norton’s.  Mr  Marsh  vis¬ 
ited  the  house  on  business  of  a  temporal  nature.  A  rainy 
P.M.  with  thunder* 

Tuesday , May ,7th.  A  yard  for  cucumbers  was  enclo’d 

and  ploughed, and  a  piece  of  fence  against  the  wheatfield 
was  botched  up.  Spent  the  evening  with  Grandpre.  Mr  Heniy 
mellcn  returned  two  borrowed  books,  Guthrie  ’s  geog  7. 
and  Life  of  Wash’ in  by  Ramsay.  A  most  beautiful  morning, 
and  pleasant  day-  Wind  N.W. 

Wednesday , May  8th.  In  employment-A.M.  like  the 
6th  in  the  same  part  of  the  day-  Very  rainy  in  the  P.M 
Visited  Cap’t  Norton’s  shop-conversed  with  Mr  Luman  and 
his  brother  John-  Saw  the  inside  of  part  of  Cap’t  N’ s 
house  which  had  just  been  painted  in  a  grand  style.  In 
viewing  those  walls, my  friend  Henry  Mellen  participated 
with  me  the  pleasure  resulting  from  so  pleasing  a  sight* 
Returned  to  the  shop  and  tarried  there  till  about  7  o’ 
clock  and  was  politely  invited  to  walk  into  the  house, 
but  was  not  prevailed  on  to  do  so.-  Had  a  long  and  agree¬ 
able  chat  with  friend  John  at  the  barn, who  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  had  me  tarried  with  him  all  night- 
as  it  continued  raining-  but  I  chose  not  to  stay  and 
came  home  after  eight. 
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Departed  this  life  on  the  8th  of  May  after  two  months 
illness  of  the  consumption, Mrs  Elizabeth  Brown, amiable 
consort  of  Mr  Samuel  Brown  and  onl}'  child  of  Cap’t  Dan¬ 
iel  and  Mrs  Annis  Hinman-  Aged  36  years  and  months. 

Thursday, May  9th.  So  wet  that  there  was  very  little 
of  any  business  done  in  the  A.M.  P.M.  a  piece  of  half 
wall, the  posts  of  which  had  got  out  of  tune , was  regulat¬ 
ed.  Extremely  tedious  working  at  it  on  account  of  a  very 
high, chilly  wind  from  N*W.  Cap’t  Sage  had  4  barrels  of 
cider-  due  for  ware.  Visited  the  Post  Office-in  the  eve¬ 
ning,  and  called  on  a  friend  mentioned  on  the  7th  of 
April. 

Friday, May  10th.  Attended  Mrs  Brown’s  funeral. 
Judge  Robinson  addressed  the  throne  of  Grace  in  a  very 
solemn  and  affecting  style.  The  corpse  was  then  carried 
on  a  bier  in  the  usual  way  to  the  meeting  house,Maj'r 
Aaron  Robinson, Mr  Oliver  Abel, William  Hawks-Esq’r  and 
Maj  hr-  Jonathan  E. Robinson  being  the  bearers. 

On  this  occasion  Mr  Marsh  preached  one  of  the  best 
sermons  he  had  ever  delivered  in  Bennington.  His  text 
is  recorded  in  Job  17th  chap't  lltn  &  12th  verses.  He 
addressed  himself  so  much  to  the  passions  ,  that  I  could 
not  refrain  from  shedding  tears-so  forcibly  did  his  ex¬ 
pressions  come  forth, and  in  such  glowing  colors  did  he 


paint  the  gloomy  scene.  The  singing  as  well  as  the 
preaching  was  adapted  to  the  occasion*  The  Farewell 
Anthem  was  sung .which  in  my  opinion  is  one  of  the  most 
solemn  pieces  of  music  ever  invented.  After  interment 
Mr  M.in  behalf  of  the  mourners  made  a  handsome  address 
to  their  friends  and  neighbors , who  immediately  after¬ 
wards  dispersed.  Saw  Dr.  Hiram  Robinson  who  had,  a  few 
days  before,  arrived  from  North  Carolina-  having  been 
absent  from  this  town  more  than  five  years.  It  was  two 
o’clock  in  the  P.M.  when  we  came  home.  Sister  Lydia 
received  a  visit  from  her  friends  Miss  Lydia  House, Miss 
Persis  Smith  and  Miss  Lucretia  Norton.  With  the  latter 
I  conversed  about  the  sermon, whose  opinion  accorded  with 
mine  as  given  above.  Worked  as  I  did  on  the  6th  during 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  At  the  barn  had  a  j  ovial  odd 
kind  of  chat  with  Miss  Smith  and  Miss  Norton.  They  were 
waiting  while  Lydia  was  milking..  A  few  young  gentlemen 
and  ladies  came  in  and  spent  the  evening  very  agree- 
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ably  and  civilly.  I  discoursed  with  John  Norton  Jun’r 
on  religion  about  which  we  entertained  the  same  senti¬ 
ments.  The  young  people  went  away  a  few  minutes  past 
ten  o’clock. 

Mrs  Theodotia  Harwood  arrived  from  Northampton  and 
bro’t  with  her  a  young  girl  named  Harriot  Hunt.  Very 
pleasant-A  cold  morn’g 

Saturday  ,May  11th.  Our  corn  was  planted-  Were 
assisted  by  Mr  Locke  and  a  Mr  Potter  from  Mr  Parsons. 

I  and  Sam’ 1  Robinson  3d  didthe  furrowing.  The  orchards 
were  in  full  bloom. 

Cloudy-  Wind  S.-  Rainy  in  the  evening. 

•  « 

Sunday, May  12th-  Passed  away  like  other  Sabbaths 
in  which  I  have  enjoyed  innocent  retirement-reading 
some  pretty  good  book  a  newspaper , or  writing  my  journal. 
Took  a  walk  on  the  rocks  I  of  the  house-and  another  in 
the  road  as  far  as  ^r  Joseph  House’s-  Pell  in  company 
with  Mr  John  Norton  Jun’r  and  Mr  Albert  Demming-  Mr 
Levi  Jewett  joined  us-and  was  very  anxious  to  get  some 
one  to  go  with  him  eeling,in  the  evening.  Saw  at  Mr. 
Locke’s  several  handsome  grave-stones  cut  by  Mr  Edmund 
T. Locke.  At  Mr  House’s-  met  with  Mr  Nath’ 1  R. Locke  and 
Mr  Henry  Mellen-likewise  saw  Mr  Gideon  House.  Mr  Norton 
and  Mr  Demming  tarried  and  Mr  Jewett, Mr  Locke, Mr  Mellen 
and  I  came  away  together, and  parted  at  Mr.  Ault’s.  Mr  L 
was  so  polite  as  to  gallant  me  as  far  as  the  gate.  Mr 
John  Murphy  and  a  Mr  Whipple  came  to  my  father’s  house 
from  the  furnace.  Cloudy-  Wind  S. 

Mo mday , May  13th--  A  very  rainy  day  from  N.W.  Did 
nothing  but  reading  and  writing, and  that  not  half  my 

time. 


Tuesday, May  14th.  Assisted  in  repairing  fences 
on  the  S.E.  bonders  of  Mr  Peter  Harwood’ s  farm. Clear  in 
the  A.M.  P.M.  squally  fr’m  N.W. 


Wednesday , May  15th*  Planting  corn  was  finished 
in  the  A.M.  Ira  was  at  Ma j * r  or  rather  Col’o  Norton1 s 
getting  a  young  horse  shod.  In  the  P*M.  plowing  was 
done  in  the  garden  and  another  yard,bean3  plant ed-and 
polled-  and  'broom-corn  planted. 

Mr  Amadown.a  peddler  ) pedlar  of  sugar, called  on  us; 
bought  none  of  his  sugar.  Old  John  Randall  came  in 
intoxicated-  took  a  nap  and  ate  some  victuals-  I  went 
down  the  road  (the  road)  with  him  3/4  of  a  mile  for  the 
sake  of  getting  rid  of  him. The  preceding  night  there 
had  been  a  large  frost.  Clear  and  cool.  Wd  N.W. 
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Thursday, May  16th,  Father  went  away  along  with 
Mr  Parsons  to  Troy.  Friend  Ira  and  I  planted  cucumber, 
ipush-melon  and  3quash  seeds.  P.M.  potatoes  were  planted 
on  the  borders  of  the  corn-field.  A  frost. Warm  and  clear. 

Friday. May  17th  Worked  for  Mr  Judd-plantidg  corn 
Father  arrived  from  Troy-  sold  10  bushels  of  wheat  and 
took  2  dollars  and  6  cents  per  bushel-bought  a  quantity 
of  salt-  nails , tea , f ish , sugar  &c-  bought  a  record  book 
for  me, and  Polite  Learning  likewise. 

A  warm  pleasant  day.  Wd  S. 

Saturday, May  18th.  Our  sheep  were  washed.  Mr  Judd 

assisted.  In  coming  from  Gen  Safford’s  some  difficulty 
occurred  by  a  part  of  the  flock  mixing  with  a  neighbors 
who  was  driving  them  to  the  same  place  for  the  same  pur¬ 
pose,  Stopped  at  Mr  E.Waters  and  spent  an  hour  and  a 
half  talking  with  the  ladies-  Came  home  and  found  I  had 
mi s -spent,  my  time,  for  they  had  greatly  wanted  my  (as¬ 
sisted)  assistance , and  not  a  little  had  been  said  by  my 
grandfather  and  father  against  me,  and  much  of  it  too 
true,  P.M.  father  went  to  Hoosack.  Wrote  some.  Went 
fishing  or  angling  with  N.R. Locke-  had  ill  fortune. 

Had  a  pleasant  chat  and  walk  with  young  Miss  Roxana  Not- 
ton-  h  ad  Polite  Learning  with  me.  Cloudy  and  warm-WdS. 

Sunday, May  19th.  Heard  good  preaching-  A.M.  from 
Mat’w  20th  chap-6th  verse.  P.M.  Jeremiah  17th  chap’t  9th 
verse.  The  preachers  name  was  Pool.  Spent  my  time  dur¬ 
ing  intermission  in  the  burying  -ground  or  more  properly 
Church-yard.  My  John  Murphy  came  home  with  me  from 
Church.  Walk’d  about  sun-set, to  Mr  Elisha  Water’s  and 
there  read  in  his  large  Bible  the  2d  chap't-  of  Gen’s  and 
26th  of  Ecclesiasticus,  Spent  the  evening  at  a  house 
spoken  of  May  3d.  Mr  Moses  Wright  and  Mr  John  Austin 
were  there  an  hour  or  two.  The  former 
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talked  much  about  religion .without  professing  to  be  a 
Christian.  Miss  Oliva  Norton, Miss  Sophia  N.Miss  Mary 
Ro3e  and  Mr  Jesse  Olds  came  in, looking  like  so  many 
ghost?  and  ftries.late  in  the  evening.  Their  appearance 
in  night  caps  and  old  military  hats  was  ludicrous  enough 
-  Read--Guide  to  domestic  happiness-and  was  highly  en¬ 
tertained  with  the  book. 

Clear  and  chilty,  Wd  3.E. 
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Monday, May  20th,  Repairing  fences  in  the  A.M. 

P.M.  on  Mt  Anthony  assisting  in  cutting  and  drawing 
down  white  oak  timber  for  rails , produced  on  Mr  Parson's 
land.  Made  a  short  evening  visit  at  Mr  P's. 

Clear  and  pleasant. 

Tuesday, May  21st.  Walling  on  the  W  side  of  the 
lane  N.E.  of  the  house .beside  what  is  commonly  called 
’’Clark's  orchard”-  was  pursued.  Mr  Montague  chief  engi¬ 
neer  . 


Wednesday , 'May  22d  In  business  like  the  21st.  ~xr 
Mont’g-all  day  and  Mr  Judd  in  the  P.M.  only.  Wd  N.W. 

Thursday, May  23d.  It  was  sheep- shearing  with  us 
and  I  for  the  first  time  in  my  lige  was  engaged  in  it. 
-Was  tolerably  successful.  Visited  and  conversed  with  a 
ceitain,  friend  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening.  Cool 
&  squally ,Wd  N.W.  See  page  256-No  257-Sunday, 

Friday, May  24th.  Worked  some  in  the  garden-  A.M. 
P.M.  helped  fix  rails  into  half  wall  &c.  Our  sheep  were 
divided  for  driving  to  Wilmington.  A  cold  S.E.  storm  had 
been  experienced  in  the  night  of  the  24th* 

Saturday, May  25th.  Mr  Ira  Harwood  set  out  for 
Wilmington  with  48  sheep  and  lambs  and  young  cattle 

2yr  old. 
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Master  Daniel  Montague  v/ent  with  him  as  an  assistant. 

went  with  them  to  the  road  (load)  which  leaves  the 
post-road  to  go  to  the  furnace ;and  turned  about  and 
came  back  to  a  canal  which  had  been  newly  cut  for  supply¬ 
ing.  Mr  Giles  Olin's  ore  mill  with  water  from  the  Roaring 
Branch  and  took  a  view  of  it  and  Mr  Olin's  mill.  --Came 
through  Algiers  Street  and  call’d  at  Mr  Loan  Dewey's 
to  do  an  errand.-  Saw  many  copies  of  Murray’s  Grammar 
abridged  newly  bound  by  Mr  Dr-Read  ijji  the  News-Letter 
the  Biography  of  Mr  Spillard  an  extraordinary  traveller 
who  in  his  life-time , had  travelled  on  foot  upwards  of 
69000  miles.  P.M,  was  employed  in  fencing.  Pl’t  8c  cool. 

Sunday,May  26th.  The  Aurora  principally  engrossed 
my  attention.  In  the  evening  visited  Mr  Shoals  who  play 
ed  some  on  his  clarionet.  I  triedit  with  some  success* 
could  not  work  out  a  tune.  Father  went  to  Mr  Jacob  Sage 
*s  and  brought  home  a  steer  which  Ira  had  left  on  his 
way  across  the  mount* n  and  sent  information  of  it  by  Mr 
J. Hicks  Jun’r-  Mail-carrier. 

Now  let  us  see  what  the  scripture  saith-  Prov-15th 
Chap' t  17th  verse-  Betteri3  a  dinner  of  herbs  where  love 
is, than  a  stalled  ox, and  hatred  therewith.  16th  chap't 
33d  verse-  The  lot  is  cast  into  the  lap;but  the  whole 
.^disposing  thereof  is  the  Lord.  St  .Mathew, Chap' t  4th, 24th 
verse.  No  man  can  serve  two  masters;  for  either  he  will 
hate  the  one, and  love  the  other, or  else  he  will  hold  to 
the -.one,  and  despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and 
mammon.  A  warm  day  8c  a  thun'  sh'r  at  ngt.. 

Monday, May  27th.  Elisha  Wat 


ers  came  on  to  work 


on  a  small  frame  to  be  an  addition  to  the  barn-assisted 
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some  in  the  business.  Ira  arrived  f  rom  7/ilmington .  in 
the  P.M. bringing  with  him  a  bull  and  heifer.  Took  a 
great  degree  of  pleasure  walking  and  reading  the  Aurora 
when  going  after, and  bringing  home  the  cows.  Had  an 
agreeable  chat  with  friend  N.R. Locke  in  the  evening. 
Pleasant  and  co&l.-  Wd  N.W. 

Tuesday , June --May  28th.  Punished  a  youhg  dog  for 
disobedience , in  the  morning.  Worked  about  the  frame, 
bored  a  pair  of  bar-posts  besides  doing  something  in 
the  garden.  While  it  rained-read  the  Aurora  and  wrote  a 
few  lines  Indeed  it  is  not  more  than  true  I  was  troub¬ 
led  with  that  disorder  which  afflicts  many  who  are  asham¬ 
ed  to  own  themselves  undec  its  influence.  Ira  drew 
boards  from  Merchant*  3  mill.  Rainy--Wind  soith. 

Wednesday,May  29th.  Matters  of  a  trifling  nature 
were  attended  to  in  the  A.M. -P.M.  went  to  Col’n  Norton’s 
with  father’s  waggon  which  I  left  there  and  went  to  Col 
J. Robinson’s  took  his  son  Samel’s  waggon, its  owner  and 
Mr  Charles  Follett  and  brought  them  to  the  Col’o  shop- 
Mr  Robinson’s  waggon  needed  some  repairs  by  a  blacksmith 
my  father  wanted  it  to  draw  boards  with  from  Woodford. 

Got  the  G.M. Farmer  -  Saw  Mr  A  H  Avery-  Mr  Isaac  T. Robin¬ 
son  working  on  a  frame  of  a  shed  (not  rais’d)  with  his 
pappa.  Wanted  to  borrow  a  scale  for  the  clarionet  of 
himybut  he  had  none.  The  frame  which  Mr  Waters  began 
waklAgg  upon  on  the  27th  was  raised  this  P.M.-  Brought 
home  the  cows  playing  marches  behind  them  on  my  flute. 

Cold-  wind  N.W. 

«  • 

Thursday, May  30th*  Happened  to  be  at  Mr  Montague’s 
in  time  of  religious  duties.  Mr  M  read  the  24th  chap’t 
of  Exodus.-  Hunted  for  a  turkey  and  chickens  in  Mrs 
Hinman’s  woods. 
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a  good  while  without  finding  them. -assisted  by  Daniel 
Montague-  assisted  about  the  ouilding  and  repairing 
fences  in  the  P.M. -Was  at  Capt  Norton’s  ware-kiln  till 
hear  12  at  night.  A  frost  in  the  morning-cold  all  day- 
some  cloudy-  Wd.  N.W. 

Friday, Ma#  31st.  Brought  three  thousand  shingles 
from  Mr  Parsons’-  Work  some  in  the  garden  and  assist 
some  about  shingling.  Mr  Ira  H’d  brought  hemlock  boards 
from  Woodford.  Felt  sluggish  <$»  inactive.  Took  a  walk  wit 
Utr  Henry  Mellen  and  E  T  Locke  in  the  evening-  Went  with 
L  and  Mr  Levi  Jewett  as  far  as  Mr  Fred’  c  Jewett’ s  barn. 

A  warm  P.M.  &  pl&t  evening.  Wd.  Sth.  Miss  Reb’c  Cutler 
made  our  ladies  a  short  visit  in  the  P.M. 

(July  8th  last  line) 
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Saturday  June  1st*  Early-  went  to  Col’o  Norton’s’ 
to  get  some  hinges  made-  couldn’t  make  them  because  he 
had  no  coal.-  Saw  a  coffin, made  by  Mr  Asa  Hyde, for  Mr 
Wm  Henry, AE  77-  Borrowed  a  file  of  old  newspapers-pub- 
lished  about  ’94, of  Mr  Bliss-  Receiv’d  66  cents  in  cash 
of  Mr  John  C  Cook-  Worked  some  at  shingling  and  in  the 
garden.-  Read  debate  in  Senate  on-  Bank  of-  U  S  in  the 
evening.  Mr  W,  Water’ s  visited  us  that  evening.  Pretty 
warm  with  light  showers. 

Sunday,  June  2d.  Engaged  with  Mr  Bliss’s  papers , 
Guthrie ’ s  G’ y, Morse’ s  Gar’  and  a  small  proportion  of 
time  with  the  bible.  Pelt  extremely  lazy.  Wrote  Jour’l 
Mr  John  Murphy  and  Mr  Stephen  Whipple  snapped  with  my 
people.  Took  a  walk  reading  Guth’r  Geog’y-  Call’d  at 
Mr  Ault’s  and  saw  his  lady  in  a  peck  of  troubles  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  sudden  departure  on  Sat’y  morn’g-  Got  a 
newspaper  there  which  he  had  bourowed  of  me , andnoticed 
how  he  had  left  his  bench-  work  and  tools  with  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  his  only  having  gone  a  little  while-  in- 
tendhg  to  come  back  in  an  hour  or  two.  Marched  down 
the  road  read’g  the  paper. 
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and  returned  to  ^r  Parsons  and  made  a  short  visit. 

Wrote  a  short  letter  to  send  to  Mr  Alex’  Patten  of 
Pittstown.  Quite  w’mWd.S. 

Monday, June  3d.  Worked  on  the  highway-  Mr  Nathan 
Mellen  surveyor.-  Got  2  quaits  of  excellent  cider  of 
Mrs  Hinman  and  Mr  Judd  the  same  quantity  in  the  P.M. 

It  is  perhaps .needless  to  mention  the  absence  of  the 
dear  mother, as  a  reason  for  so  much  generosity  flowing 
from  under  her  roof.  Mr  Potter  &  I  managed  the  scraper 
in  the  P.M.  Joked  with  Mr  Columbus  J.Bowdish  about  being 
put  up  against  him  as  a  candidate  for  corporal, the  next 
day.  Mr  Alinon  Ovait  with  his  lady  a3  he  was  going  down 
the  road  stopped  a  few  minutes  to  transact  some  business 
with  my  father  about  some  boards  which  Mr  Charles  Cush¬ 
man  hadof  him  at  Mr  0's  mill.  %  0  put  a  receipt  from 
Mr  Cushman  for  the  boards, into  my  father’s  hands. 

At  the  Post  Office  got-  Aurora  of  May  28th.  Com¬ 
panioned  off  the  hill  by  Mr  Elisha  Waters-  overtaken  by 
a  fifer  on  whose  instrument  I  clumsily  turned  off  a 
tune  or  two.  P’t  &  warm  Wd  N.W. 

Tuesday, June  4th.  -A  M  -  Worked  on  the  road  N  of 
Mr  Parsons’  along  with  Mr  Judd, Mr  Austin  &  friend  Ira. 

P  M  trained  under  Lieu’ t  Wilber  Blackmer  the  cap’t  not 
being  present.  We  had  no  music  and  the  brave  Lieu’t  w 
was  obliged  to  borrow  music  from  the  Artillery  to  march 
his  company  on  to  Court  House  hill, and  down  again- 
Dismiss^  d,with  rum  and  a  complimentarya^x  address  from 
the- Lieu' t-  sun  half  an  hour  high.  Cap’t  Robinson’s 
Infantry  &  the  Matrosses  manoeuvred  &  fired  at  each 
other.  Happened  to  meet  Mr  Smead  and  Mr  Luther  Bliss 
and  nothing  would  do  but  I  must  take  the  farmer's  fife 
and  play  on  it  which  I  did  as  well  as  I  knew  how.tho’ 
ordinarily  make  the  very  best  of  it.  I  was  advisednever 
again  to  carry  a  gun  on  to  the  parade. 
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-Walked  on  to  the  hill  with  Samuel  H.Blackmer-with 
him  and  Mr  Avery-  Visited  Mr  Young’s  Office  and  borrowed 
Robert son’s  History  of  America.  Mr  B.  was  very  anxious 
that  I  should  learn  the  high-key  of  the  fife.  Mr  Asa 
Doty  2d  took  dinner  with  us-Had  a  serious  talk  in  the 
evening  with  cousin  Ruth  on  matters  relating  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  event  in  my  life.  Read  Robinson1 s  America.  Very 
warm-some  cloudy  in  the  P.M.  W’d  N.W. 

Wednesday , June  5th.  -On  the  road  again  S  of  the 
Blue-hill  in  the  A.M.-  P.M.  on  the  lane  N.E.  of  the 
house,  and  toward  night  in  the  wheta  field  pulling  up 
rye.  Visited  the  house  of  Cap’t  John  Norton  in  the  e^e 
ning  and  played  on  Mr  Luman’ s  flute.  A  young  man  an 
entire  straxiger  called  in  and  took  a  seat  while  I  was 
playing  "St  Patrick’s  Day  in  the  Morning"  and  requested 
me  to  go  over  with  it  again .which  being  done, says  he- 
that’s  curious.  He  seemed  to  be  a  simple  plain-hearted 
fellow-  a  much  more  bungling  performer  than  I  on  the 
flute  wi'tiy  whi ch ,  had  I  been  in  his  place  I  should  not 
have  meddled.  He  was  more  tolerable  on  the  fife.  I 
walk’d  with  him  coming  home-  asked  his  name  and  place 
of  abode.  His  name  was  Lewis  Hetch-  had  liv’d  in  Ben¬ 
nington  2  months  with  Jona’n  Buck’s-  From  Bristol, Vt- 
had  visited  some  friends  in  Connecticut-  was  now  return¬ 
ing  to  Mr  B’s-  had  travelled  from  Lenox  that  day.  I 
invited  him  home  with  me  and  he  took  supper  and  lodging 
with  me.  His  age  was  16  years-  Wages  7  dolls. per  month 
Wa’m  &  cloudy  Wd  S. 

Thursday, June  6th.  Gardening-  A  M  and  hoeing -P.M. 
Sam’ 1  Robinson  3d  horse-rider.  Rain  expec’d.but  none 
comes-  Wind  S. 

Friday, June  7th.  Hoeing  was  attended  to  in  the  A.M. 

P.M. 
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attended  the  funeral  of  Miss  Fanny  Webb-who  departed 
this  life  in  the  21st  year  of  her  age.  Mr  Marsh  preach¬ 
ed  from  the  44th  Psalm--26th  verse-  Y/as  dull  and  paid 
no  great  attention  to  the  discourse.  After  Mr  Marsh, 

Mr  Amos  Bingham  arose  and  spake  unto  the  congregation 
and  display’d  something  great--  A  Great  want  of  talents, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment.-  Had  some  conver¬ 
sation  with  Mr ( James )Waifeer  Waterman--af  ter  meeting. - 
Took  a  walk  with  friend  N  R  Locke, in  the  eve*g.--down 
south.  Fair  &  Wm.  Wd  S. 

Saturday , June  8th.  Rainy  in  the  morning  so  that 
busi’s  was  not  entered  upon  so  soon, on  that  account.  We 
all  hoed  fro  Mr  Parsons  in  the  A.M. -P.M.  at  home.  The 
boy  was  flung  while  riding  before  the  plow.  Wd  s  AM- 

N.W.  -  -P.M. 

Sunday, June  9th.  Read  Robertson’s  America- -Wrote 
Jour’l-  Read  some  in  Mr  Bliss’s  papers.  Went  to  Cap’t 
Norton’s  and  got  a  music-book  which  he  had  borrowed  for 
me  of  Mr  Joseph  Wadsworth.  Call’d  at  Mr  Shoals  and 
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borrow’d  his  clarionet,  ^r  Eli  Carpenter  was  settling 
accounts  with  Mr  S--  Practiced  music  with  Mr  Shoals. 
Some  rainy  in  the  A.M.  Thunder  show’ r  late  in  the  P.M. 
Cocrl.  Wd  S. 

Monday,June  10th.  Hoeing, while  the  weather  would 
permit -and  setting  cabbages  when  the  former  could  not 
be  attended  to.  Mr  Nathan  Parsons  from  Long  Isl’d 
was  introduced  to  us.  Rain’d  in  the  P.M.  Wd  N.W. 

Tuesday, June  11th.  Hoeing  continued.  Requested 
by  the  girls  and  Mr  N.R. Locke  to  walk  with  them  to  J.E. 
Robinson’ s , Esq.  but  did  no 
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but  did  not  go  on  account  of  having  a  bad  cold.  Amused 
myself  with  music  in  the  evening.  Mr  Seth  &  Mr  Na’n 
Parsons  spent  the  evening  at  my  Pappa’s.  Cool-a  little 
rainy -Wd  N.W. 

Wednesday ,3Tune  12th.  Hoeing  finished,  Mr  Potter 
in  Mr  Parsons’ service  assisted.  -  Worked  till  a  late  hour. 
Pretjry  pl’t-some  cloudy-  a  light  show’r  from  N.E.  just 
at  night. 

Thursday , June  12th  Digging  stones  for  wall  was  our 
main  business.  Ira  went  to  mill  and  to  Mr  Joseph  House’s 
and  bro’ t  home  a  quantity  of  sane.  One  of  our  oxen  by 
fair  drawing  split  his  bow  right  out  of  the  yoke -that  is 
all  that  part  of  the  yoke  forward  of  the  bow  split  and 
broke  off  where  the  staple  was  driven  through.  Pleas’ t 
and  warm-  W.d  N.W. 

Friday, June  14th.  Our  stone  business  continued 
with  little  variation.  Enjoyed  no  small  degree  of  satis¬ 
faction  in  reading  and  in  music.  Read  of  Columbus* 
return  from  his  first  voyage-  March-  1493.  Smokey-very 

w’m  W.d  S. 

Saturday , June  15th.  Walling  was  carried  on  by  my 
father  and  Mr  Montague.  Ira  <Sc  I  brought  the  materials. 
Mr  Montague  put  jewels, made  of  rusty  nails  , into  our 
hog’s  noses  at  noon.  Warm, cloudy  &  clear  in  the  A.M. — 
m.d.y  rainy  W.d  S. 

Sunday, June  16th.  Early  employed  in  writing  music 
in  friend  Ira’s  north  room, and  nobody  knew  where  to  find 
me  to  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible  or  to  breakfast  in 
due  season.  When  I  went  to  catch  the  horses  for  Mr  Par¬ 
sons  to  go  to  Hoosack  with  his  lady  and  my  sisters, I  had 
the  Aurora  in  my  hand  and  read  a  great  part  of  Mr  Giles’ 
speech  on  the  Bank  question. 
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-Assisted  Mr  Parsons  aout  harnessing , and  walked  home 
perusing  Robertson’s  America.  Half  past  ten  A.M.  with 
musical  apparatus , Aurora, Di ctionary ,pen  and  ink  march’d 
cross-lots  into  a  pasture  belonging  to  Cap’ t  Norton, 
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situated  W  of  a  young  grove.  Here  I  placed  myself  under 
a  couple  of  pleasant  walnuts  and  spent  3  hours  writing 
and  practising  music  and  reading  some  of  G’s  speech . 

The  rain  forced  me  from  this  delightful  spot  and  I  re¬ 
turned  home  and  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  writing 
my  Jour’l.  Conversed  with  Miss  Sophia  Waters  -  -early  p’t 
of  eve’g.  Mr  Luther  Smith  came  to  get  a  flute  which  he 
had  bo ’ 1  of  Luman  Horton.  Cloudy  .warm  <Sc  in  the  P.M. 
raint.  W.d  S. 

Monday, June  10th.  Digging-in  the  A.M.-  P.M.  dig’g 
and  draw’g  stones-  performed  by  Mr  Harwood  this  day.  Mr 
Alex’ ri  H.  Avery  brought  us  a  subscription-paper , or 
rather  a  kind  of  petition  to  the  County  Court  to  grant 
licence  to  Erastus  Young  to  keep  a  tavern  in  the  Brick 
house-  having  once  decided  in  the  negative ,they  were 
petitioned  to  reconsider  the  case ;but  neither  of  us 
signed  it.  Mr  Loan  Dewey  was  engaged  in  the  white-wash 
ing  business  within  doors.  Why  need  I  be  at  the  trouble 
of  mentioning  the  agency  I  had  in  moving  furniture  out 
of  one  room  into  another .except  it  were  to  expose  the 
whims  of  honest  females  ?-  It’s  none  of  my  business 
when  over  &  past.  Finished  reading  Mr  Giles’  bank- speech 
and  tho’t  it  a  very  good  one. --Play’d  on  a  clar’t  in 
the  E .g . 
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Showery  in  the  A.M.  of  the  17th  with  distant  thun’d 
P.M.  clear,  Very  warm.  Wind  S.  A.M.  H.W.  P.M. 

Tuesday,June  18th.  The  business  commenced  in  the 
P.M.  of  tkjLe  17th  continued.  Visited  the  Post  Office  and 
took  out  a  Philadelphia  paper  of  June  11th.  Mr  Merril 
wished  to  know  whether  I , or  any  of  my  father’s  people 
had  signed  Mr.  Young’ s  petition  ?-  Answered  in  the  neg¬ 
ative  .  Mr  Loan  Dewey  finished  whi te-washing . 

Clear  and  cool - Wind  H.W. 

Wednesday , June  19th.  All  engaged--hoeing  for  Mr 
Isaac  Judd.  Commenced  business  about  8  in  the  morning. 
Pleisant--  W-d  H.W.  S  in  the  eve’g. 

Thursday , June  20th.  In  the  morning-carried  a  pail 
of  butter  for  my  mother  to  Mr  Asahel  Strong’s  Store. Saw 
Mr  Bliss  and  Mr  Dexter  there.-  Gave  thfe  latter  a  flute ummoOD. 
to  mend.  In  business  like  the  18th.  Miss  Ruth  St-anwoo-a- 
was  quite  unwell.  Amused  with  read’g  and  music  in  the 
evening.  Clear  and  warm  W-d  H.W. 

Friday, June  21st.  Yes ,June  21st.  Father  and  Mr 
Montague  we  re  building  whole  wall  and  Mr  Judder  Ira 
Harwood  and  Mr  Hiram.  Harwood  .provided  them  with  materi¬ 
als  .  Mr  William  Beeman, Miss  Rebecca  Cutler , Mr  Jesse 
Olds, Miss  Oliva  Horton,  Mr  Chester  Tuttle  and  Miss  So¬ 
phia  Horton  made  us  a  visit  in  the  eve’g.  Vide  26th. May 
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After  an  agreeable  walk  with  a  friend  and  spending  a 
few  minutes  with  our  company-  march* d  into  the  road  S 
of  Parsons’  and  pleased  myself  with  piping  several 
marches.  Clear  and  extremely  warm.  W.d  N. 

Saturday , June  22d.  In  the  morning  fell  from  a 
horse  and  received  a  severe  shock  so  as  to  benumb  my 
senses  for  sometime,  ^t  mother  and  the  other  females 
of  the  family  were  frightened  and  afforded  me  all  the 
assistance  in  their  power.  Ira  rode  for  Dr. Swif t-con- 
trary  to  my  notion-and  had  him  on  the  spot  in  a  little 
time-  He  bled  me  and  gave  me  a  potion  of  salts  and  went 
about  his  business.  Was  not  so  much  hurt  as  was  appre¬ 
hended  by  my  people.  Nevertheless  motherpaid  as  strict 
attention  to  me  as  if  I  had  been  ever  so  dangerously 
banged  off.  Suffer’d  a  small  degree  of  pain  and  some 
uneasiness  on  account  of  the  heat.  Business  the  same 
as  on  the  21st.  Mr  Montague  and  Mr  Judd  were  engaged  in 
it.  Very  Wm  smokey  &  cloudy  Wd  S.W. 

Sunday, June  23d  Head  many  pages  in  Robertson’s 
America.  Visited  the  house  of  Mr  Parsons-found  his 
lady  alone  and  had  some  conversation  with  her  about  a 
3d  person.  Mr  John  Murphy  and  Mr  Stephen  Whipple  vis¬ 
ited  us.  Took  a  walk  into  a  pasture , reading  Morse’s 
Gazetteer.  Extremely  warm.  Wind  S.W.  Smokey. 

The  injury  I  receiv’d  falling  from  the  horse  was 
in  my  left  shoulder. 
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Monday, June  24th.  The  A.M.  spent  in  writing  P.M 
ploughed  among  corn  and  before  night  rode  to  the  E  part 
of  the  town  on  business  with  Mr  John  Pay  and  Mrs  Susan 
Dewey.  Father  and  Mr  Montague  built  wall  in  the  A.M. 
P.M.  Mr  Judd  assisted  father  and  Ira  in  hoeing.  A  let¬ 
ter  was  receiv’d  from  Mr  Jonas  Harwood.  Letter-dated  9th 
June -Inform  that  his  wife  had  the  consump’t. 

Warm  and  cloudy. 

Tuesday, June  25th.  Hoeing  continued.  Ira  &  father 
attended  a  Republican  Meeting  at  Cushman’s  tavern  con¬ 
cerning  the  4th  of  July. -was  busy  writing  and  -nraetioing 
music  at  the  close  of  the  day.  Smoky  and  warmr-  Wind 
north  weat. 

Wednesday , June  26th.  .  The  same  business  pursued 
but  broken  off  by  rain-of  which  a  considera  ble  quantity 
fell  attended  with  heavy  thunder.  Improved  what  time 
I  could  get  in  writing  music. 

Thursday , June  27th.  It  was  intended  to  commence 
plowing  green-sward  for  wheat ;our  team  was  brought  up 
for  the  purpose  but  it  became  so  rainy  that ,no thing 
cluld  be  done  at  it.  Mr  Ira  Harwood  visited  Col’n 
Norton’s  shop  &  had  a  young  horse  shod.  I  chiefly 
spent  the  day  reading .writing  my  j ournal, writing  music 
playing  on  the  fjfe  and  assisting  father  a  little  in  the 
garden  about  transplanting  beets.  Played  on  a  low-key 
fifis  with  Mr  Shoals  who  played  the  clarionet.  Read 
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Gov’r  Gerry’s  speech.  Mrs  Parsons’  father--Mr 
Stone  arrived  at  ^r.  P’s. 

Black, cool, cloudy, rainy  weather.  Wd  N.W. 

Friday, June  28th  Ploughing  was  the  great  business 
The  team  was  rather  troublesome.  We  tried  to  make  a 
mare  owned  by  Mr  Parsons  go  by  the  side  of  a  sorrel 
mare  of  father’ s,but  in  vain.  Turned  her  out  and  put 
in  a  young  horse  which  was  good.  The  sorrel  behaved 
very  ill-  we  took  her  into  the  bushes  and  flagged  her 
decently.it  however,  did  her  little  or  no  good.  A  Mr 
Wm.  Barton  called  to  be  hired, but  father  had  no  occasion 
for  a  man  and  dismissed  him  handsomely  with  a  dinner. 
Spent  the  evening:  at  Mr  Parsons  with  a  young  Connecticut 
fellow  of  U. Haven-  fifing. 

Cool  and  clear.  Wind  N.W. 

Saturday , June  2Sth.  Rode  to  Mr  Judson’s  in  Arling¬ 
ton  and  brought  away  three  mares-  2  of  which  belonged 
to  my  father  and  1  to  Cap’t  Norton. -had  been  kept  there 
3  weeks  to  receive  the  embraces  of  a  handsome  young 
beau  of  their  species.  Ira  &  father  ploughed.  Cool  & 
pleas' t-Wd  N.E. 

Sunday .June  30th.  Finished  reading  Gen  Smith’s 
speech-  wrote  one  or  2  pages.  Read  some  in  Robertson’s 
History .-Visited  Mr  Elisha  Waters’  and  had  my  head  bar- 
bered.  Walking  in  the  road -read  the  Hive-  a  valuable 
collection  of  moral  pieces.  Was  a  little  while  at  Mr. 
Parsons.  An  hour  or  two  in  the  evening  spent  in  writing 
music.  Cool  &  clear.  Wd.  N.W. 

Monday, July  1st.  I,  with  my  father  .pursued  the 
business  of  June  28th  &  29th-  had  a  good  team.  Ira 
finished  the  2d  hoeing.  Smoky  and  very  pleasant-mid¬ 
dling  warm--  Wd  s. 

In  the  evening  gallanted  a  young  lady  from  ^r 
Parsons'  to  Major  Jonathan  E.  Robinson’s-  Turn'd  on  my 
heel  and  bade  her  good  night.  May  23  and  26th.  May  31dt 

Tuesday .July  2d.  Ploughing  continued.  Ira  was 
drawing  stones  in  the  A.M.  P.M.  worked  in  the  garden. 
Very  w£3m.&  pi’ t . 

Wednesday , July  3d.  Had  business  in  town  street-at 
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Mr  Rowley’s  shop;  at  Mr  Bowers’  shop  and  at  Mr. Dexter’s 
in  the  morn’g.  Talked  strongly  of  going  to  Stockbridge- 
Mass.yith  my  eldest  sister  who  as  strongly  opposed  it, 
and  finally  overturned  the  scheme.  Business  the  same  as 

Atwood-  e!nA^tili:hS5«.T#nt  t0  a  raising  at  M03es 

■  '  vLfwirm--tLoky^idnrrWlllnlngt0n’ln  the  P‘M* 

in  thrgarden’in1?’httA'MPl0Be^ing  cont4nued-  Ira  worked 
wg'n  n0i,p  A‘M'  '  P'I“*  was  drawlnK  rails  on  a 

g  v^vT  noi9e  0j-  cannon  was*  heard  from  the  N  Sc  W 
ery  warm  indeed-  Smoky  with  clouds-  Wd.  .  .N.E.* 


.  - 


»  •*  » .... 


.  ' 


p 


(  t  « 

< 


. 

,>  Jto  "I  '.  „r*  '  £MO  »**  •- 


. 


, 


. 

,  i .'  * 

* 

ft  x  U»  V  >  ^  i  J  i  tt  ^  0  V  J 


•  • 


. 


; 

. 

+  Cj  *3*©$*  c 


•r 

t  ’  • 

. 

« 


-  . V 

• 

. 

•  • 

, 


- 


. 


. 


.... 


« 


( 


\ 


,  >  •••  r  \  0 /l  ■  ■■  • 

.  .  ;  .;  .  i‘i  i 


.  -  :  •;  - 

. 

’ 

, 

■*  '  ,  ■  * 

- 

f  ,  •  : 

•  txf  ’  *QC 


•  • 


•  ■  * 


♦ 


* 


Friday, July  5th.  The  business  commenced  on  the  28th 
was  compleated  by  Ira  and  me  about  noon.  We  undertook 
in  the  P.M.,to  hoe, as  much  as  we  could,  of  a  field  of 
potatoes;  but, after  hoeing  2  or  3  rows, it  rain'd  and 
we  went  into  the  house, along  with  father  and  Mr  Montagu^ 
who  were  building  pos t-and«rail  wall , on  the  border  of 
the  S  side  of  the  field-  Staid  till  the  rain  was  over- 
Ira  was  unwell  and  very  little  more  was  done  among  the 
potatoes.  I  visited. Mr  Dexter* s  shop  to  enquire  for  my 
flute-  June  20th, also  Mr  Young’s  off ice, to  return  the 
first  Vol.  of  Robertson's  America-  borrow’d  the  2d. 

Saw  several  gentlemen  there, who  seem’d  much  engaged  in 
business, one  of  whom  was  Col’n  Nor ton, with  whom  I 
pass'd  the  usual  compliments.-  Visited  Mr  Rowley’s 
shop  and  J  ona 
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than  E  Robinson's  Office  and  borrowed  Mr  Henry  Robinson^ 
flute  to  carry  with  me  to  Petersburgh, the  next  day. 

(Mr  Wm.R  )  Mr  Wm.  Beement  came  there  and  walked  with 
me  to  Bower’s  shop,  where  I  got  a  hat  he  had  dressed 
ovec  for  me,  and  came  along  the  road  busily  conversing 
with  me, in  a  very  friendly  manner, by  which  we  came  to 
a  good  understanding.  He  walked  as  far  as  Dr.  Swift's 
and  parted  with  me  in  a  friendly  manner.  Played  on  Mr 
Robinson'0  flute  late  in  the  evening, whi ch  was  very  fine 
on  account  of  a  bright  monn-light.  Mr  Ellis  Doty  left 
this  for  Wilmington  in  the  A.M. 

Very  warm.  There  was  a  thunder -shower , a  part  of 
which  only  reached  us.  Wd.  N.W. 

Saturday , July  6th.  Was  early  engaged  with  my  pen 
and  afterwards  in  preparing  £o  go, on  a  visit,  with  my 
eldest  sister  and  cousin  Ruth  Harwood, to  Mr  Phillips' 
in  the  S  part  of  Petersburgh -N .Y.  We  were  faithfully 
and  very  kindly  assisted  by  the  folks  and  started  off 
about  9  o'clock  in  the  A.M.  When  we  reached  the  Snyder 
hill  and  proceeded  down  to  the  cross-road  leading  from 
the  Troy  to  the  Williamstown  road, a  dispute  was  raised 
about  which  to  take.  The  girls  said  the  former  was  a 
very  bad  road  abounding  with  rugged  hills ,hedious 
bridges , roots  and  stones.  They  drew  this  inference  from 
what 
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they  had  witnessed  about  5  years  before, in  riding  over 
it  on  horse-back, and  were  for  going  by  the  four-corners 
I, however,  persisted  in  taking  that  road-  was  the  more 
encouraged  by  enquiring  of  a  simple-spoken  youth,  who 
said,  it  was  frequently  travelled  with  waggons  without- 
difficulty.  I  took  the  road  and  found  it  a  very  tole¬ 
rable  one.  Having  reached  the  Wm'  stown-road , trusting 
to  my  ladies  as  guides, whose  memories  very  poorly  serv¬ 
ed  them, instead  of  turning  south, went  north, half  a  mile, 
scolding  bitterly  all  the  way, being  confident  we  were 
wrong. Called  at  a  small  house  and  inquired-was  informed, 
if  we  pursued  our  course, we  should  go  to  the  Four  Cor¬ 
ners, which  was  directly  out  of  our  way.  We  turned  about 
and  went  on, without  farther  trouble, to  Griffin's  tavern, 
where  we  rested  about  an  hour.  The  Landlord  appeared 
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to  "be  a  dull  fellow-  had  nothing  to  say  and  sprawl¬ 
ed  out  on  a  bench  in  the  bar-mom.  I  called  for  a 
newspaper  and  was  served  with  the  Troy  Gazette,  in 
which  I  found  Robert  Smiths  Address, to  the  People 
of  the  U  S  A. -a  part  only-  and  amused  myself  with  a 
little  piping.  Went  to  a  black- smith* s  shop  to  get 
some  work  done ,but  no  business  was  done  there  that  day- 
We  then  pressed  forward  to  Mr  Thomas  Phillip’s  Jun’r 
where  we  were  heartily  welcomed  by  his  father-in-law, 

Mr  Mancer  Greene  and  all  his  people.  It  was  2  in  the 
P.M.  and, after  taking  refreshment-  having  rested  myself 
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took  my  flute, -and  music-book  and  Robertson’s  America 
2d  Veil,  and  slowly  walked  up  a  very  long  and  steep  hill, 
or  rather  Mountain,  which  was  cleared  to  the  very  top. 
Where  I  found  a  flat  piece  of  ground,which  was  so  much 
elevated  that,  although  it  was  extremely  tedious  on 
account  of  the  heat, in  the  low-lands-  it  was  there  cool 
&  delightfully  pleasant -would  have  been  more  so, but 
for  the  smoky  atmosphere , which  very  much  circumscribed 
the  prospect  from  the  Mount.  I  sezted  myself  on  a  large 
stone  and  played  a  long  time  on  my  flute ,with  my  book 
of  tines  before  me.  I  attempted  to  read , but  was  too 
drowsy  for  that,  and  so  continued  piping  till  about  sun¬ 
down.  I  then  began  slowly  to  creep  down  the  mountain 
still  keeping  up  the  mus&d  till  I  had  arrived  almost 
at  the  bottom  of  it.  Got  to  the  house  about  9  o’clock- 
perhaps  not  quite  so  late-  found  Mr  (Phipl)  Phillips  who 
had  returned  a  few  minutes  before  from  Troy.  After 
supper,  having  taken  a  pleasant  walk  with  music  and  in 
view  of  a' fine  full  moon-return’ d  to  my  lodgings  with 
Mr  George  Weaver  Jun’r, Mr  P's  hired  man.  The  heat  was 
intense  and,  except  in  the  middle  of  the  day, there  was 
scarcely  any  wind  stirring  to  render  it  qiore  supportable 
The  heat  and  dust  tended, in  a  great  measure  ,  to  make 
our  journey  unpleasant .which  was, however,  very  agreeable 
on  another  account, to  behold  the  numerous , extensive  and 
flourishing  fields  of  grain  which  abounded  in  every 
direction  as  far  as  the  eye 
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could  discern.  Now  was  it  a  less  displeasing  view,  to 
see  the  trees  of  every  kind  clad  in  their  richest  and 
g^rest  apparel-  fruit-trees  bending  under  the  weight  of 
immense  quantities  fruit.  We  had  the  wind  in  our  faces- 
the  lit’i  there  was. 

Sunday, July  7th.  Having  very  agreeably  spent  the 
A.M.  reading  .conversing  with  Mr  Greene  and  writing  min¬ 
utes  and  music, was,  in  the  P.M.  invited  to  attend  Pub¬ 
lic  worship  at  no  great  distance  from  %.  P's, and  walked 
ove*  to  a  Mr  Wells’,  in  whose  barn  the  meeting  was  held. 
Here  I  was, three  hours .hearing  a  mangled, insipid  dis¬ 
course  from  the  mouth  of  an  illiterate, stuttering, stam¬ 
mering  , baptist-toned, brawling  and  I  suppose  well-mean¬ 
ing  ,  seventh-day  -baptist  Elder- -named  Saturly.  His  text 
is  to  be  found  in  St .Johri- -14th  chap't-6th  verse.  No 
singing  nor  anything  said  , but  by  an  aged  gentleman  who,, 
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in  a  few  words  signified  his  approbation  of  what  had 
bffin  said  by  the  preacher.  Was  informed  of  a  musician 
-his  name, and  where  he  resided  amd  visited  him, just 
before  sunQset  ,  to  get  seme  tunes,  but, he  had  none.  I 
found  him  a  very  tolerable  piper, much  superior  to  my¬ 
self.  His  name  was  Smith.  I  began  my  walk  alone, but 
was  over-taken  by  Mr  Weaver  and  another  gentleman, who 
were  also  at  ^r  Smith’s.  There, and  while  returning  with 
Mr  W  to  Mr  Phillips’s  played  several  tunes.  My  companion 
shewed  me  a  certain  star  which  I  must  confess  I  had  neve 
er  particularly  noticed  before 
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Mr  Weaver  said  he  was  20  years  of  age  and  had 
lived  with  Mr  Phillips  four  years.  Some  remarks  were 
made  in  the  evening  on  Mr  Saturly’ s  sermon  , about  his 
saying  ’’this  ’ere"  and  " that-ta.re’’--"says  Christ  says  he 
-"Jacob’s  ladder  reaching  clear  to  Heav’n"  &c, which 
gives  but  a  faint  idea  of  his  rhetoric ;at  the  same  time 
all  the  praise  due  to  his  performance  was  freely  be¬ 
stowed  on  it. 

Hot  so  warm  as  on  the  6th.  Rainy  in  the  A.M.  Pleas¬ 
ant  in  the  P.M. -grew  warmer.  Wind  N. 

Monday, July  8th.  Made  some  minutes . -prick* d  a  tune 
for  Mr  Smith, (My  Ain  Kind  Deary)  which  I  left  with  Miss 
Sally  Weils, a  niece  of  -^r  Phillips, a  fine  young  lady  of 
little  more  than  Ascended  the  Mount  spoken  of 

p.  which  faces  the  V/. where  I  had  a  delightful  view 
og  the  country--  brought  down  my  horsesp-harnessed  them 
p&ayed  a  few  tunes  for  the  ladies-  took  leave  of  our 
friends  and  without  making  a  halt  or  meeting  with  any 
difficulty  more  than  taking  a  wrong  road, after  we  got  in 
to  the  cross-road , amd  losing  the  distance  of  half  a  mile 
reached  home  about  3  in  the  P.M.  I  was  bitterly  complain 
ed  of  by  the  ladies  for  driving  fast, -for  my  own  part- 
was  not  sensible  of  having  pushed  the  boat  with  uncom¬ 
mon  velocity,-  nevertheless  such  was  the  complaint. 
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Nothing  of  moment  ensued.  A  fine  cool  morng.  Cloudy  & 
smoky  in  the  P.M. -Rainy  in  the  eveg. 

May  31st. -last  line-the  same  tarried  all  night. 

Tuesday, July  9th.  Assisted  in  mowing  daizy  in  the 
orchard  N  of  the  old  house-and  P.M. in  repairing  fences 
pn  both  sides  of  the  lane  which  runs  west  from  the  garden 
between  the  meadows -in  making  a  small  piece  of  road  by 
the  N.E. corner  of  the  barn.  Mr  John  Norton  Jun’r  came 
there  and  settled  up  the  school-bill  due  to  him  from 
father.  Made  a  short  visit  at  Cap’ t  Norton’s  with  my 
flute.  Delivered  a  letter  to  Miss  Laura  N.  from  Stacy. 
Game  home  in  the  road  and  visited  neighbor  Parsons-  had 
some-  conversation  with  him  and  his  lady.  Mr  P  put  a  cer¬ 
tain  letter  into  my  hands, which  xssix&Kxx  excited  in  me 
both  pity  and  contempt  for  its  author.  My  eldest  sister 
and  honest  Ruth  were  up, and  all  the  rest  of  the  family 
had  retired, when  I  got  home, -late  as  it  was , we  had  a 
jovial  time  of  it, for  awhile- 'laughing  among  ourse’ves 

Cloudy  all  day -No  rain— W-d  S. 
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Wednesday , July  10th.  Hoeing  was  the  chief  work. 

Mr  Judd  assisted.  Our  lists  were  made  out, hut  not  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  lister, till  the  evening  of  the  11th 
I  had  nothing  ratable  but  my  head.  Father  gave  in  his 
poll ,  dwelling  house, 100  acres  impr’d  land, 8  cows  3  horses 
and  10  two  year  olds.  Ira-  poll, 4  cows  and  house 
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Thursday , July  11th.-  Had  rained  very  much  in  the 
night  and  a  smart  shower  of  rain  descended  in  the  P.M. 
which  soaked  the  ground  so  thoroughly  that, hoeing  went 
on  slowly-  did  n’t  do  anything  at  it  after  the  last 
shower,  but  took  up  the  remainderof  the  day, in  preparing 
the  barn  for  receiving  hay.  Visited  the  P.Office-and  g 
got  no  paper-  Returned  Mr  Henry  Robinson  his  flute-on 
which  I  heard  him  play  awhile  in  his  father* s  stoop- 
carried  in  our  lists  to  Mr  David  Merchant, one  the  list¬ 
ers-  bought  a  pound  oftea  at  Strong* s  store, and, on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  rainy ,  call ’  d  at  Mr  Elisha  Waters* 
where  I  found  the  people  were  gone  to  rest  ,was  told  to 
walk  in, and  obey*d-took  a  seat  and  piped  a  few  tunes; 
drank  some  cider;  pocket’d  a  letter  from  Mr  Ephriam 
Taylor  to  his  daughters, to  hand  to  Mrs  Anne  Waters  who 
happened  then  to  be  at  Ira’s  and  shoved  ( d)  along  through 
the  mud-  home.  A  hard  shower  near  night  followed  by  a 
slow  rain  in  the  evening -was  the  winding  up  of  that  day. 

Friday, July  12th.  The  business  commenced  on  the 
10th  was  f finish’d.  Assisted  Ira  in  scraping  the  moss 
from  the  H.part  of  the  roof  of  his  house. 

Mrs  Electa  Duncan  and  2  Mrs  Watsons  were  visitors' 
from  Pownal  in  the  P.M.  Cd-y.  .7/d  E.  Not’y  sn. 

1811  277 

Saturday , July  13th.  Mowing  was  carried  on  in  the 
forepart  of  the  day, but  I  took  no  very  conspicuous  part 
in  it -the  weather  became  so  rainy  as  to  forbid  its  con- 
tinuance;so  in  the  P.M.  I, with  Ira, cousin  Ruth  and  sis¬ 
ter  Diadama  on  a  waggon-load  of  wool, rode  down  to  Mr 
Joseph  Hinsdall* s  Works.  here  j  saw  an  immense  quantity 
of  wool,  4  carding  machines  in  operation  (though  one  of 
them  on  some  account  was  not  doing  anything  at  the  very 
hour  I  was  there  )  and  a  spanning  jenny  ,with  50  spin¬ 
dles  which,  I  hjd  not  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  in  op- 
eration;in  another  building  a  5th  machine  ready  to  move 
except  having  on  thecards;  and  many  large  bunches  of 
wool  besides.  When  I  had  satisfied  myself  with  seeing 
these  productions  of  art  and  industry-went  in  search  of 
Mr  Luther  Smith  whom  I  found  drawing  Wood.  He  seemed 
glad  to  see  me;  I  know  I  was  to  see  him.  We  talked  over 
one  thing  or  other  as  fast  as  it  came  Into  our  heads, 
just  as  two  old  friends  always  do, when  they  have  not  seen 
one  another  for  several  weeks, and  have  an  accidental 
meetg.-  Asked  him  for  his  flute  which, he  readily  produc¬ 
ed  and  I  played  on  it  under  Mr  Hinsdiil* s  wood-house. 

I  borrowed  the  thing  of  him  and  with  his  brother  7/m. 
walked  toward  home  as  far  as  a  few  rods  S  of  Mr  David 
Haynes’ , there  had  to  wait  for  Ira  and  the  ladies  who  hdd 
gone  round  by  Crandall’s.  Mr  Sam’ 1  Robinson  Jun’r  andd 
^r  Charles  Follett  were  lajing  half  wall  for  Mr  Haynes; 
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Mr  Ira  Haynes  was  driving  a  pair  of  young 
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steers , forward  of  which  were  two  horses  whose  years 
and  ribs  were,if  I  was  not  (mal)  mistaken , many.  His 
cudgel  he  used  to  goad  and  spur  the  poor  animals  with, 
was  a  fishing  spear  shaped  like  a  dung-fork.  ("Like  a 
dung-fork"-  see  now  how  natural  is  for  a  farmer  to  com¬ 
pare  everything , relating  to  any  kind  of  tools, with  im^ 
plements  of  husbandry.)  The  waggon  came  along  and  took 
in  young  Smith  and  me- three  other  young  gentlemen,  Mr 
Abel, the  carpenters  j oiners , leaving  it  at  the  same 
time, whom  Ira  had  bro' t  from  Cardall' s.  Mr  John  Shoals 
rode  with  us  till  we  left  the  road  N  of  Parsons'.  Was 
well  entertain'd  in  the  evening  with  a  flute  and  music- 
book  . 

Cloudy  and  some  rainy-  Wind  E. 

Sunday, July  14th.  Did  little  else  but  write.  Read 
a  few  pages  in  Robertson' s  America.  Spent  the  evening 
at  Mr  Shoals)  piping  with  him.  His  clarion  was  rather 
disordered.  Saw  Miss  Persis  Smith  there;  On  ray  way 
home  met  Mr  Mellen  and  had  some  talk  with  him. 

Foggy  on  the  mountains  in  the  morning-  Midday  fly¬ 
ing  and  'broken  clouds-  Showery  and  thundering  in  the  P  M. 
W-d  S  &  S.W. 

Monday.July  15th.  Haying  was  successfully  pursued. 
Was  pleased  in  the  .  Was  pleased  in  the  evening  with 
instrumental  music-  in  my  chamber  and  in  the  orchard  IT. 
of  the  house  where  a  young  man  came  to  me 
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from  the  road  saying  he  was  attracted  hither  by  the 
soui&d  of  my  flute.  I  thought  he  was  a  novice  in  music, 
or  meant  to  flatter  me  into  a  high  notion  of  myself  in 
that  respect  to  take  so  much  pains  to  get  to  me.  I 
played  up  some  of  my  best  marches  while  seated  under  a 
tree  with  him, and  afterwards  moved  towards  the  house, 
where,  after  some  affairs  were  regulated, I  intended  gsiig 
going  with  him;  but  meeting  Mr  Par sons, who  had  something 
of  a  private  nature  to  impart  to  me-  without  further 
compliments , left  my  honest  guest  to  himself  and  went 
aside  with  him.  Mr  P's  conversation  lasted  a  good  while 
-even  so  long  as  to  take  up  a  great  part  of  the  evening 
at  home  and  at  his  house.  June  21st. ■  He  had  been  in 
quest  of  a  hired  girl  that  day-  ie-July  15. 

Many  signs  with  no  rain.  Cloudy -warm  W. d  S. 

Mr  John  Horton  Jun'r,Mr  Albert  Demming.Miss  P. Smith 
and  Miss  Lucretia  and  Miss  Laura  Norton  were  at  our 
house  that  evening .  The  gentleman  who  found  me  in  the 
orchard  was  Mr .Henry  Danforth. 

Tuesday, July  16th.  The  fear  of  having  our  hay  wet, 
induced  us  to  use  every  means  to  dry  it  and  get  it  un¬ 
der  cover  , which  we  happily  effected  without  leaving  out 
but  a  small  quantity.  All  the  time  I  could  spare  from 
my  work, was  spent  as  usual. in. reading  or  in  music. 

Wind  high  from  S.  and  very  warm  till  a  short 
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time  before  the  rain, which  came  on  late  in  the  P.M. 
attended  with  thunder. 

Wednesday, July  17th.  Bad  weather  and  the  chief 
business  was  mowing.  Very  cloudy  with  a  thund’r  shower 
in  the  P.M. -Became  cooler  wind  N.W. 

Thursday , July  18th.  Haying  went  on  without  inter¬ 
ruption  .Mr  Montague  took  our  flax  to  pull, rot  and  so 
forth  for  half  of  it  and  commenced  pulling  it  in  the 
morning.  Poggy  morning-  A  clear  day. 

Friday,  July  19th.  Early  in  the  morning  assisted 
Mr  Parsons  about  pulling  up  a  parcel  of  parsnips,  W  of 
his  bark-house.  Mowing  was  going  on  in  the  A.M.  In  the 
P.M.  Ira  and  I  got  in  6  loads  of  hay  pretty  nimbly, be¬ 
cause  it  appeared  very  likely  to  rain.  My  grandfather 
raked  after  cart.  Erastus  Montague  helped  us  secure  our 
hay  and  we  returned  the  compliment  by  assisting  him  in 
pulling  flax.  His  father  and  his  brother  Daniel  were 
gone  to  Troy  to  see  (&  some  say)  Winslow  Russell  hanged. 
Good  weath*r  A.M.  P.M.  Cly-some 

Saturday , July  20th.  Haying  was  almost  suspend'd. 

Our  employment  was  at  mending  fences-  when  it  did  n*  t 
rain.  A  heavy  shower  came  on  in  the  P.M.  and  during 
its  existence  Mr  Montague  came  in  along  with  his  uncle 
Church  and  his  boys  and  related  over  what  he  had  seen 
the  day  before  at  Troy. 

Widow  Mercy  Safford  was  at  our  house  on  a  visit 
and  was  very  lively  and  agreeable  in  conversation.Wrote 


a  few  pages  and  played  a  tune  or  2 
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Sunday, July  21st.  Was  vety  busily  engaged  writing 
in  my  Jour!l.  Dictated  a  letter  from  old  Stacy  to  Miss 
Laura  Botfdish.  Very  faint  unwholesome  wind  S.W. 

Monday, July  22d.  Ira  craddled  rye  in  the  A.M. 

P.M.  for  Mr  Judd  he  worked, with  Mr  Montague , at  pulling 
flax; and  Mr  J  in  his  stead  cradled.  Late  in  the  day  Mr 
M  having  finish1 d  pulling  his  flax .entered  the  field 
just  as  we  were  taking  nuncheonj.-  he  and  all  he  had  with 
him.  Without  an  invitation  he  laid  hold  of  the  bread  and 
cheese  without  knowing  or  caring  whether  those  who  pos¬ 
sessed  it  had  enough  for  themselves , and  drank  freely  of 
our  Yankee  brandy  in  pretty  much  the  same  way.  Our 
auxiliaries  reapt.whioe  they  staid  in  the  field, from 
which  we  were  all  obliged  to  retire.  The  grain  harvested 
being  first  well  secured, by  a  frightful  shower  which  a- 
rode  in  the  U.W.  I  retreated  into  mt  Shoal 3  shop  and 
copied  a  part  of  Stacy* s  letter  while  it  rained.  About 
8  o*e.lock,the  shower  having  passed  over,  went  to  Cap' t 
Horton*  s , about  the  time  two  pr&ists  had  dismounted  xxu£ 
their  steads  and  with  friend  John  went  out  to  pasture 
with  them.  We  talked  all  the  way  going  to, and  teturning 
from  the  pasture-  Stood  out  in  a  light  rain  sometime  dis¬ 
coursing  on  religion  and  then  a  long  time  in  the  wood- 
house  on  a  more  lively , though  by  far  less  important  sub¬ 
ject.  I  intended  all  this  time,  to  go  home, but  at  last 
it  became  so  rainy  that  I  conclud 
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ed  to  take  up  with  my  friend’ s  invitation  and  tarry  all 
night.  The  priestmrwere  Mr  Cyrus  Cumstock  &  Mr  Amos 
Bingham- of  whom  the  former  made  a  lengthy  evening-pray¬ 
er  ;  soon  after  I  follow’d  Mr  John  to  his  bed  chamber 
and  slept  with  him. 

Miss  B  received  her  letter  from  Mp  O.S.  as  I  was 
passing  through  the  barn-yard  with  one  of  the  priests 
horses . 

An  uncommonly  high  waind  blew  from  the  S.W.  with 
scattering  showers , succeeded  by  a  heavy  one  near  night 
from  the  N.W.  attended  with  some  thund*  followed  by  a 
steady  rain  in  the  evening. 

Tuesday, July  23d.  The  rye-harvest  was  compleated. 
Visited  Mr  Shoals  and  Mr  Judd  who  were  mowing  in  the 
former’ s  orchard  and  enquired  whether  they  would  assist 
my  father  about  reaping.  Mr  J  said  we  might  depend  on 
him, but  Mr  S  felt  undetermined-  would  come  if  he  could. 
Went  on  the  same  errand  to  Mr  Elisha  Waters  who  was 
reaping  for  Mr  Atwood  and  had  his  promise  that  he  would 
come.  Black  Dan  Case  offered  to  sell  me  a  new  fiddle ;but 
I  did  n’t  wish  to  purchase. 

Miss  Annis  Stone  came  from  Hoosack  on  a  visit. 

Miss  Ruth  Harwood  that  day  entered  the  24th  year 

of  her  age.  A  mistake--  not  so --should  be - the  26th 

year  of  her  age. 

Great  quantify  of  rain  in  the  night  of  the  22d- 
A  Foggy  morning-pleas-’ t-mid-day-showy  P.M.  W.d  N.W, 
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Wednesday , July  24th.  Wheat-harvest  was  commenced. 
Two  loads  of  hay  were  taken  in  about  the  middle  of  the 
day  .over  7/hich  my  grandfather  worried  himself  very  much. 
A  foggy  morng-fine  dy  and  eg. 

Thursday .July  25th.  We  were  joined  by  Mr  Elisha 
Waters, Mr  Isaac  Judd  and, late  in  the  A.M.  by  Mr  Wm. 
Allison  in  our  harvest.  Mr  W.  borrow’d  Black  Dan’s 
cradle  which  was  used  by  Mr  Judd  in  conj  unction  with  Mr 
Ira  Harwood; they  cut  down  the  grain  as  the  others  could 
bind  it  up.  Reaping  formed  but  a  small  proportion  of 
the  work  that  day.  I  had  to  go  to  Mr  Loan  Dewey’s  in 
the  morning  to  procure  a  couple  of  sickles .borrowed  by 
him, and  his  (n)  son-in-law-  Mr  Jediah  Palmer  in  1810. 
After  waiting  awhile  they  were  produced;but  behold  one 
of  them, that  which  Dewey  had  is  pointless.  He  seemed 
mortified  about  it  and  said  it  might  and  should  be 
mended; and  first  went  with  me  to  Mr  Joseph  Norton’ s ;  they 
had  no  coal  there  ;  and  then  to  Mr  Loan  Fassett’ s  nail¬ 
er’s  B&ttpp  shop, where  it  was  mended  by  Mr  Stephen  McFar¬ 
land  who  had  never  seen  one  mended  in  that  way  before 
and  was  very  unwilling  to  meddle  with  this  ;fearing  lest 
he  should  spoil  it  altogether.  But  he  succeeded  very 
well.  It  was  late  when  I  enter’d  the  f’d. 

Mr  Peter  Harwood  was  this  day  75  years  of  age. 

The  wind  blew  up  high  from  the  S.  and  occasioned 
a  thund ’r  show’r  which  reach  us  about  3  in  P.M. 
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Friday, July  26th.  Our  business  was  conduct'd 
with  the  greatest  regularity  and  dispatch  by  the  same 
hands.  Mr  Waters  came  on  late  and  Mr  Judd  still  later. 

Mr  Hexiry  Taylor, who  had  arrived  from  Pittsfield  the 
preceding  evening  to  Mr  W’s  came  up  to  see  us, a  little 
past  11  in  the  A.M.  At  night  carried  home  Dan  Case’s 
cradle  or  rather  into  Mr  Atwood’s  field  of  wheat  where 
he  was  at  work, and  borrow’d  it  again  and  brought  it  back. 
Mr  A  had  just  finished  a  fine  wheat  harvest  of  about  10 
acres-the  most  productive  he  had  ever  had.  With  sister 
Lydia,  Wid’ o  Waters  and  Miss  Sophia  Waters-  marched, by 
awkward  piping  on  the  flute, and  some  singing,up  to  Mr 
Elisha  Waters’ , to  visit  the  folks  and  to  see  friend  Tay¬ 
lor.  That  gentleman  and  Mr  Sever ence  as  well  as  the  rest 
requested  some  pining, which  I  granted;  and  then  a  few 
songs  were  called  for  ptfiich  Mr  T  and  Mr  S  produced.  The 
for  mer  gentleman  was  in  high  spirits  and  with  some  of 
the  ladies  and  singly  honored  my  piping  with  dancing. 

The  evening  was  spent  agreeably-  Was  in  a  coarse  dress, 
it  is  true,  but  cared  nothing  about  that.-  Came  home 
past  10  o’clock,  ^r  Taylor  agreed  to  take  but  2  dollars 
for  an  injured  flute, I  bought  of  him  in  1309 , agreeing 
then  to  give  3  $  for  it, but  never  considered  it  worth  it. 
150  cts  have  been  paid  to  his  sis’r  Sally-  and  ’50  cts 
go  to  the  W’ d. 
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July  26th, was  a  most  beautiful  day -cool  &  cl’r  Wd  Nf 

Saturday , July  27th.  Our  winter  whea£-harvest  was 
compleated.  mr  Judd  appeared  in  the  field  in  good  sea- 
sonl  but  Mr  Waters  came  very  late.  Mr  Parsons  and  Mr 
Locke  from  about  4  in  the  P.M.  till  night-at  least  Mr 
Locke  worked  till  dark, but  Mr  P  had  to  go  awayt  to  bring 
home  his  hired  girl.  Aug  2d.  That  evening  after  supper 
I  took  lay  flute  and  marched  with  Mr  Waters  almost  to  his 
house.  Meeting  Mr  Justus  Plank  and  asking  him  where  he 
v/as  going-  he  answered  to  "  granny’s  ”-  meaning  Mrs  Hin- 
man’s.  I  suspect’d  however, he  was  not  going  there-turn¬ 
ed  about  and  accompanied  him  to  the  top  of  the  hill  S. 
of  Mr  Parsons’.  Just  as  I  parted  with  him  he  told  me  he 
was  going  to  see  Mrs  Ault, who  lived  with  Mr  Judd, in  the 
doctor  Pay-house,  and  desired  me  to  say  nothing  about  it 
to  any  of  my  folks;  I  promised  so  to  do ; and  kept  my 
promise, till  I  found  they  had  been  informed  of  it  from 
another  quarter.  The  remainder  of  the  evening-was  at  Mr 
Parson’s.  Mr  Ira  Harwood  was  there  likewise  and  tried 
a  long  time  to  make  me  go  home  with  him  but  I  was  not 
ready  to  depart  so  soon  as  he  liked,  so  he  went  off 
without  me.  I  had  some  chat  with  Mr  P,and  his  lady  and 
left  them  past  11  o’clock.  Mp  Parsons  brought  a  letter 
from  the  Post  Office  from  Mr  Sherman  Fairchild  2d  of 
Harlem-  state  of  Ohio , dated  June  21st-  Vide  d.  and  Vol 
3d  p. 
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The  means  chiefly  used  to  cut  our  winter-grain  was 
the  cradle.  Mr  Henry  Taylor  left  town  for  Pittsfield 
in  the  A.M. 

! Good  weather  out  aoi.  >  ■  ■  ■ 
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Sunday, July  28th.  Walked  with  Mr  Nath*  1  R. Locke 
to  Church,  which  we  reached  nearly  11  in  the  A.M. 

Entered  the  gallery  and  took  my  usual  stand-Ho  19 
Paid  so  much  attention  to  Mr  Marsh  as  to  know  he  took 
his  text  in  Sol’n’ s  Song  4th  chap’t-  8th  verse  and 
noticed  some  parts  of  his  sermon  which  was  more  cal  cu- 
lated  to  please  professors  than  to  entertain  non-pro¬ 
fessors  ;and  having  been  pretty  busily  engaged  in  the 
field  the  preceding  week, -thought  it  no  damage  to  any¬ 
body  if  I  should  read  a  few  columns  in  a  newspaper-  and 
did  read  Robert  Smith’s  Address ,whi ch  notwi thstanding 
its  being  a  matter  I  wish’d  to  look  into  pretty  tho¬ 
roughly-  was  pestered  to  keep  awake.  Exhortations  were 
successively  given  by  gov’r  Robinson,Mr  Amos  Bingham 
and  capt  Armstrong  and  a  prayer  offered  up  by  Mr  Haswell 
-during  intermission,  "*r  Marsh  in  the  P.M.  named  his 
text  in  Peut’y  4  chap’t  from  the  first  to  the  9th  verse, 
^r  M  went  on  with  his  discourse  and  I  stuck  to  my  paper. 
Finish'd  reading  Smith’s  Address-  passed  from  that  to 
the  secret  doing  of  Congress  concerning  Florida  and  corn- 
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menced  reading  Cobbett’s  preface  to  his  edition  of  Mfc 
Livingston's  Treatise/  on  sheep.  The  singing  was  excell' 
Among  other  good  pieces- they  sang  Farewell  Anthem  and 
Crucif ixtion.  After  service-wrote  a  few  lines  took 
supper  and  with  others  of  the  family  and  neighbors  went 
across  lots,  reading  in  the  Aurora  the  review  of  Mr  Smith’ 
Pamphlet-Fr oin  the  Intelligen’ t  to  the  school-house  in 
the  S  part  of  the  tov/n-  where  religious  was  held.  Gov’r 
Robinson  made  a  lenghty  prayer  to  which  he  added  a 
spirited  exhortation  at  considerable  length.  He  was 
followed  by  Capt  Armstrong  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  only  a  few  seconds-  the  room  being  pretty  full 
and  the  air  being  warm-  I  found  it  necessary  for  me  to 
withdraw  and  to  get  fresh  air;  which  I  did  and; had  im¬ 
mediate  relief.  Mr  Hiram  Bingham  made  the  closing  ad¬ 
dress, which  I  did  not  distinctly  hear;  but  it  was  said 
to  have  been  handsomely  done.  It  was  pleasing  to  me 
to  meet  so  many  of  my  old  school-fellows  and  friends  as 
were  there.  On  returning  from  (capt)  the  school-house- 
called  at  Capt  Horton’s  and  had  a  very  agreeable  chat 
with  Mr  Lum' n  N.  Came  home  and  spent  the  evening  writing 
Warm  and  cloudy  wind  south. 

Monday, July  29th.  Mowing  was  the  business, 4  o’ 
clock  in  th^  B.M.  attended  a  Republican  caucus, at  Mr 
Charles  Cushman’s-  the  object  in  view  was 
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to  agree  on  a  candidate  for  a  representative  to  the 
^en’l  Assembly.  Judge  Fay  being  appointed  Chairman  and 
Sam’ 1  Fay  Clerk, a  vote  was  taken  by  ballot ,by  which  it 
appeared  that  for  Im  Henry  there  were  69  votes-for  Win 
Hawks  8-for  Ma j ’ r  Horton  one.  A  handsome  address  was 
made  from  the  chair, and  then  we  were  dismissed.  Called 
on  Mr  Defter  for  my  flute  on  which  he  had  put  2  silver; 
bands  according  to  my  direction, and  my  approbation  when 
I  saw  how  well  he  had  doie  it.  Price  4/6  (June  20th) 
Cloudy, warm  and  rainy  in  the  P.M. 
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Tuesday ,Aug--July  31st. -30th.  The  greatest  part 
of  a  small  piece  of  spring-wheat  was  harvested, and 
haying  was  also  pursued,  the  weather  being  favorable, 
mr  Judd, assisted  that  day.  ftr  W,  Allison  was  hired  for 
3  weeks, on  the  29th, at  3  dollars  p’r  week.  Mr  Elihue 
Priddle  from  Woodford  enquired  for  labor.  Mr  Elisha 
Waters  painted  floors  at  our  house.  In  the  evening  read 
the  Review  of  Smith* s  Address.  A  warm  day , flolowed  by  a 
very  warm  evening.  Cloudy-  Wind  8.S. 

Wednesday, July  31st.  After  getting  in  some  hay, 
father , Allison  and  myself  entered  Mrs  Kinman* s  Indian- 
field  and  assisted  Mr  Isaac  Judd  to  harvest  wheat, about 
10  in  the  A.M.  We  took  dinner  at  home  &  while  we  rest 
ed  from  our  toils  I  read  in  the  News  Let*t  the  awful  and 
distressing  account  of  the  great 
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inundation  which  happened  on  the  22d  inst  in  Middle- 
town  and  the  neighboring  towns.  About  4  in  the  P.M.  we 
quitted  Mr  Judd’s  field  on  account  of  a  shower  of  rain 
and  ’  retired  to  the  chamber  where  the  ladies  were  spin¬ 
ning  where  piping  and  reading  principally  engrossed  my 
attention.  Read  a  little  Vol.  of  poems  owned  by  Miss 
Lucretia  Norton  which  highly  pleased  my  fancy-  particu¬ 
larly  one  little  piece  entitled  “The  Broken  Crutch”.  Ira 
H.  worked  for  Mr  J.  A.M.  &  P.M. 

Very  warm.  Wind  high  in  the  S.W.  with  flying  clouds 
till  some  time  in  the  P.M.  After  the  shower, which  was 
not  severe  nor  attended  with  thunder  in  this  part  of  the 
country, the  wind  was  N.W.  and  it  was  then  not  so  warm. 

Mr  I  Harwopd  cradled  f'r  Ju’d. 

Thursday, Aug  1st.  No  mowing  was  done  in  the  A.M. 
because  it  was  rainy.  But, here,  let  me  keep  truth  on  my 
side-  Ira  and  Allison  did  mow  a  few  swaths.  It  was  good 
weather  in  the  P.M.  and  business  went  well.  Mr  Elisha 
Waters  did  more  painting.  Mr  Nathan  Harwood  brought 
cousin  Ruth  from  his  father’s. 

Clear  in  the  P.M.  and  cool-  W.d  N.W. 

Friday, Aug  2d.  Mr  Ira  Harwood  an^l  Mr  Allison  worked 
in  “the  Indian  field”  for  Mr  Judd, all  day;  and  father  in 
the  A.M.  only.  Before  I  regularly  commenced  business- 
assisted  in  getting  a  waggon  and  horses  in  readiness  to 
convey  himself  and  ladies  to  the  spruce  ridge  on  a  whort- 
le-berry  expedition. 
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Went  to  spreading  hay  but  soon  received  an  order  from 
grandfather  to  go  and  examine  the  corn-field  to  see  how 
much  damage  had  been  done-  by  Mr  Brown’s  hogs, which,  he 
had  been  inf ormed, were  seen  there  the  night  before.  I 
did  so;  first  going  where  they  had  rooted  up  potatoes 
some  time  before,  and  then  to  their  late  works  of  deva¬ 
station  where  I  witnessed  2  rows  of  potatoes  10  rods  in 
length-  almost  totally  ruined.  I  went  directly  to  Mr 
Brown, whom  I  found  leaning  against  his  door-yard  fence, 
and  requested  him  to  take  care  of  his  hogs ;f or  they  had 
raised  the  devil-with  our  potatoes.  Well, he  would;and 


was  sorry-very  sorry  for  wliat  they  load  done;  ne  had 
yoked  every  one  of  them  and  did  not  see  now  tney  could 
get  through  the  fence;  he  believed  the  devil  helped 
them.  Mrs  Hinman  stood  at  her  door  and  over-heard  the 
c  on  vs*  sat  i  onp  throwing  in  as  many  words  herself  as  she 
wished  to, which  I  shall  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  repeat¬ 
ing..  She  was  extremely  sorry.  I  returned  to  my  grand¬ 
father  who  said  he  would  take  care  of  the  hay  and  direct 
ed  me  to  go  reaping  a  small  piece  of  spring-wheat.  I 
obeyed;  but  it  was  not  long  before  I  was  told  — hogs 
were  in  the  N. meadow.  Away  I  ran;  and, after  hunting  some 
time, found  them  in  the  corn-f ield , which  was  along  side 
the  meadow.  They  were  3  little  ninly  pigs  which  I  hur¬ 
ried  out  as  fast  as  I  could, and  then  went  again  to  Mr 
Brown  and  got  him  to  agree  to  confine  them  in  a  sty. 
After  our  first  conversation, I  took  him  into  the  corn¬ 
field  and  shewed  him  all  the  mischief  done 
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by  his  hogs  , about  which  he  was  very  sorry  and  would  pay 
whatever  my  father  should.  say  was  the  damage.  When  I 
got  back  to  iny  reaping, I  found  it  almost  compleated  by 
that  old  veteran  farmer, my  grandfather;  who, while  my 
father  and  I  were  raking  hay  in  the  S  meadow, bound  it 
and  stooked  it  in  the  P.M.  As  we  were  raking  along, over 
a  marshy  piece  of  ground  , what  should  my  father  do,but 
pick  up  an  old  fife  which  I  had  lost  there  on  the  23d 
of  Oct  1810  ?-(p.50  -Margin)  With  this  little  thing  I 
took  a  walk  in  the  evening, as  far  S  as  ^r  Shoals , and 
certainly  never  enjoyed  greater  pleasure  in  music  in  my 
life.  Retunning  from  my  fantastic  excursion-  stopt  a 
moment  at ,Mr  Parsons  and  as  I  was  coming  away,  Mr  P. 
rode  ut)  with  a  young  lady  behind  him, whom  he  had  hired 
some  days  before  (P.  275, July  8th)  last  line  of  that  day) 
^r  P.  walked  home  with  me. 

Pine  weather--  Wd.  N.W. 

Mr  Allison  was  very  sick  in  the  evening. 

Saturday, Aug  3d  Three  of  four  loads  of  hay  were 
drawn  ina  and  a  quantity  of  oats  harvested.  33tr  Allison 
did  no  other  business  but  driving  horses  for  the  ladies 
who  rode  in  a  waggon  to  Mr  Joseph  Hinsdill’s.  Some 
cloudy,  middling  warm--  Wind  south  west. 

Sunday,Aug’t  4th.  As  deeply  engaged  in  writing  as 
on  any  preceding  Lord’s  Bay, on  record;  and  could  not  be 
interrupted  even  by  a  visit  from  three  ladies, Miss  So¬ 
phia  Waters, Miss  Lois  Williams  and  Miss  Rebecca  Cutler, - 
the  last  of  whom  told  Miss  W.\she  intended  to  come  and 
see  Hiram 


1611  292 

to  see  if  he  would  speak  to  her.  Hiram  it  is  true  when 
she  entered  his  chamber  did  not  treat  her  with  the  great¬ 
est  politeness , but  kept  his  eye  on  his  book, most  of  the 
time, only  turning  it  off  now  and  then  to  view  Miss  Lois, 
and  his  pen  moving.  At  last,  a  few  jokes  having  been 
given  by  Miss  Waters, he  asks  Miss  C.  how  she  does  ?  to 
which  she  answers--  I  v/ill  not  tell  you, but  will  be  as 
contrary  as  you  are;  and  then, says  something  about  his 
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writing  and  some  other  trifling  observations  follow. 
Hiram  tells  her  it  was  not  him  that  she  saw, but  another 
gentleman;  for  he  was  in  a  long  black  beard, dirty  shirt 
and  trousers  without  suspenders ,with  one  shirt-sleeve 
partly  rolled  up, and  had  on  a  long  single-breasted 
woollen  homespun  jacket.  The  ladies  soon  made  their 
exit, leaving  me  to  en  joy  "the  pleasures  of  solitude." 

I  had  but  little  time  to  read.  A  conference  was 
held  in  the  S  part  of  the  town.  Mr  Amos  Bingham  tarried 
during  the  night  at  my  father's.  Walked  out  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  into  a  pasture  W  of  Mr  Shoals , seated  myself  on  a 
stone  and  piped  on  the  flute  till  9  o'clock. 

A  little  thunder  shower  just  at  night , otherwise 
pleas' t.  but  warm.  A  moon-light  evening -at  that  time 
W.d  N.W. 


Monday,  Aug't  5th.  In  the  morning  Mr  Bingham 
read  the  tenth  chap't  of  Romans , on  which  he  made  a  few 
remarks  and  went  to  prayer.  Prayer  and  breakfast  being 
over, I  thought  myself  at  liberty  to  go  about  my  business 
and, taking  my  hat, made  off  as  fast  as  I  could.  I .however, 
soon  perceived  what  I  was  previously  to  do;  Bingham 
followed  me  out  of  the  kitchen  into  the  stoop 
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beginning  his  conversation  with  me  by  asking  if  I  be¬ 
longed  to  the  family  ?  I  replied  affirmatively.  SupA- 
posed  I  was  Mr  Harwood's  son;  told  him  I  was.  Then  he 
wanted  to  know  what  I  thought  about  religion  ; adding 
that  a  rational  attention  must  be  paid  to  these  things-'. 
I  told  him  no  one  coild  make  himself  a  Christian ; every 
one  acted, with  respect  to  religion, as  he  thought  right. 
Well, he  said  a  man's  thinking  himself  right, did  not  make 
him  so;  sin  was  not  justifiable;  and  the  carnal  mind  was 
at  enmity  against  God;  rppentence  and  faith  were  nec¬ 
essary  to  the  salscation  of  the  soul.  He  cited  the  case 
of  Paul  and  said, although  he  violently  and  zealously 
persecuted  Christians ;yet, being  then  of  the  opinion  that 
he  was  doing  righteously.it  did  not  make  it  so.  I  re¬ 
plied  that  the  evidence  w$.ich  he  received.no  man  could 
resist.  Well, he  rejoined,  did  not  we  have  the  same  ? 

In  the  course  of  our  dialogue,  I  told  him  I  never  meant 
to  be  stubborn  about  the  matter ,and  wished  to  be  a  be- 
lieiver.  The  above  is  nearly  the  substance  of  what 
passed  between  Mb.  B  and  me.  He  thought  he  stould  call 
again  the  next  Sabbath. 

The  harvesting  of  our  oats  was  finished;  Ira, who 
was  rather  unwell, and  Nath'l  R. Locke  drew  wheat  into 
the  barn  in  the  P.M.  My  grandfather  afforded  us  all 
the  assistance  he  was  capable  of  giving.  In  the  evening 
Miss  Naomi  Bixby  and  Miss  Theodotia  Montague  came  in, 
while  I  was  at  supper;  but  I  was  so  unmannerly  as  to 
speak  to  neither  of  them.  Sounded  out  a  few  tunes  a- 
bove  stairs  by  myself  and  afterwards  went  piping  along 
over  to  Mr  Judd's  to  do  an  errand  for  father.  Convers¬ 
ed  some  with  Mr  J.  and  his  lady, obliged  them  with  a  tune 
or  2  on  the  fife,  and  then  marched  home, meeting  on  the 
road, the  two  ladies, 
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Whom, for  want  of  courage  or  will  or  "both,  I  did 
not  gallant  to  their  respective  homes  ,but  passed  by 
them  without  paying  ( ing  paying)  much  attention  to  them 

A  fair  morning-  cloudy-  middle  of  the  day-  show¬ 
ers  to  the  N  and  S.  attended  with  thunder.  Cool  &  clear 
in  the  evening,with  a  bright  moon-light.  Wd.N.W. 

Friday ,Aug’ t  6th.  Ira  and  I  were  drawing  in  grain 
Father  and  Mr  Judd-  haying-  Good  weath’r  Wd.N.W. 

Past  9  o’clock  in  the  evening,  took  a  pleasant 
walk  to  the  hill  S  of  Mrs  Hinman’ s  and  took  solid  pleas¬ 
ure  in  playing  over  my  old  tunes. 

Wednesday,  Aug’t  7th.  Ira  and  I  employed  in  the 
A.M.  as  on  the  6th.  P.M.  joined  father  and  Mr  Judd 
whose  business  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  6th.  Inter¬ 
rupted  in  some  measure  by  bad  weather. 

Mrs  Lydia  Hopkins’,her  son  Isaac  and  Miss  Lucinda 
Clark  arrived  here  late  in  the  P.M.  See  p.  296-Aug’t 
12th.  Late  in  the  evening  was  in  Mr  Ira’s  N,  room 
piping;  Mrs  Anne  Waters  was  there  also  and  amused  her¬ 
self  with  singing. 

Thursday, Aug’ t  8th.  We  drew  in  the  rye  which  grew 
on  four  acres.  Were  assisted  some  by  Mr  Hopkins.  Mr 
Judl  and  father  were  pursuing  the  business  which  they 
commenced  on  the  5th.  In  the  evening  finished  reading 
the  Seview  of  Smith’s  Address.  After  ten  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  had  a  long  conversation  with  Mr  N.R. Locke. 

Pleisant  and  cool-  Wd.  N.W. 

Friday,Aug’t  9th.  Haying  went  well.  Near  the 
close  of  the  day  my  father  took  the  pitch-fork  from  me 
s ay ing, mi Idly ,  he  could  throw  on  a  load  quicker  than  I. 
This  fired  my  old  grandfather  at  once.  An  old 
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man  fifty  years  old, said  he, can  pitch  hay  faster  than  a 
young  man  of  23  l  I  I.  ”1  pitched  a  ton  of  hay, once,  in 
five  minutes,  when  a  shower  was  coming  up."  He  was 
raking  after  cart, that  P.M.  and  felt  pretty  well.  J^Ir 
Judd  helped  us  that  day;  loaded  hay  and  talked  a  good 
deal  with  me  about  the  fair  sex.  My  father  used  the 
fork  only  tp>  throw  up  one  load;  I  would  not  surrender  it 
again  Miss  Lydia  Harwood  entered  her  21st  year.  Had 
a  blessed  time  of  it, piping,  in  Ira’s  N.  room, in  the 
evening.  A  good  hay-day.  Wd.  S.W. 

Saturday , Aug’ t  10th.  It  was  rainy  and  our  busi¬ 
ness  was  not  pursued  with  that  spirit  which  inspired 
us  in  good  weather.  Ira  was  unwell;  father  mowed  and 
I  made  motions  like  mowing  ,but  did  not  effect  much, 
though  I  was  fatigued  as  much  as  if  I  had  mowed  as  much 
as  otherpeople  do. -Did  some  writing  in  this  vol. while 
it  rained.  Mr  Isaac  Hopkins  rode  with  Miss  Lucinda 
Clark  to  Priest  Dewey’s  in  Williamstown;lef t  her  there 
and  returned  to  our  house  at  night.  Had  an  agreeable 
conversation  with  him  walking  in  our  lane  which  leads 

dut  into  the  f arm;  and  after  going  to  bed  we  discoursed 
a  long  time  on  courtship , marriage  and  noli  tics  + 
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was  chiefly  on  the  two  (2)  latter  subj  sets ,  that  we 
dwelt.  Until  evening  the  wind  was  from  S.W.-it  was 
then  H.W. 

Sunday, Aug* t  11th.  Indited  a  letter  for  my  father 
to  send  to  his  brother  Jonas  of  Hopkinton,H.Y .ansr/ering 
one  from  him,  dated  9th  of  June  In  the  evening-  was 
at  capt  Horton*  s , playing  on  the  flmte  with  his  son  Lu_«* 
man.  This  evening  I  discovered  to  the  family  a  great 
want  of  good  breeding.  I  was  trying  to  play  a  tune, 
called  /'The  Birds  of  Endermay , "  but  did  not  succeed 
eery  well;  the  elder  Mrs 
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Mrs  Horton  knew  the  tune  and  sang  it  over, once  or 
twice, very  prettily  tho*  perhaps  not  so  gracefully  as 
she  once  could, in  the  days  of  her  youth;  in  the  mean 
time  I  made  s ®me  attempts  to  play  it  and  finding  ipyself 
unable  to  do  it  without  blundering  , laughed  at  my  own 
folly.  I  did  not  think  anything  of  it  immediately 
afterward, but  in  a  day  or  two  I  happened  to  think  it 
over  and  ask  myself  if  I  did  not  give  some  occasion 
for  them  to  suppose  I  was  vain  enough , silly  enough, ill 

bred  enough  to  laugh  at  Mrs  H* s  singing  ?  I  plead - 

guilty.-  Had  some  private  conversation  on  politics  with 
Mr  L  Horton.  I  came  away  about  9  o’clock.  It  so  hap¬ 
pened  as  I  took  my  hat, Miss  Lucretia  and  Miss  Laura 
had,  just  before, made  preparations  to  retire, and  were  at 
the  foot  of  the  kitchen  stairs  as  I  left  the  house. 

This  movement  of  mine .although  altogether  accidental, 
might  ,1  thought , wear  a  very  different  appearance , to 
those  who  witnessed  it.  Hought  did  I  care  how  they 
thought  a"bout  that.  I  know  for  what  purpose  I  visited 
the  house;  I  know  it  was  merely  to  enjoy  music, and  so 
I  did. 

Warm  and  cloudy-  Wind  south. 

Monday, Aug* t  12th.  Finished  the  letter  commenced 
on  Sunday.  Worked  at  home  most  of  the  A.M. ,for  Mr  Judd 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  Father  was  there  in  the  A.M. 
but  not  in  the  P.M.  Ira  worked  for  Judd, but  was  unwell. 
I  was  considerably  fatigued  at  night.  Mr  Hopkins  and 
his  mother  started  off  for  Balston  Springs.  They  in¬ 
formed  us  that  Mrs  Phebe  Harwood  was  so  far  in  the  con¬ 
sumption  ,  when  they  came  from  Hopkinton.as  to  be  past 
recovery, and  it  was  highly  probable  could  not  be  living 
when  they  arrived  here; 
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That  Mr  Jared  Dewey  6  weeksprevious  to  their  departure, 
by  the  fall  of  a  tree  had  received  a  most  extraordinary 
hurt  in  several  parts  of  his  body, f ran  which  he  would  not 
recover  in  sometime.  Dr.  H.  &  family  were  well.-  Saw 
Mr  Andrew  Parsons-  shook  hands  with  him. 

Flying  clouds-  air  cool-  Wind  H.W. 

Tuesday , Aug* t  13th.  All  things  moved  on  rapidly 
excepting  the  part  I  acted.  I  groaned  and  fretted  along 
behind, with  my  scythe , suffering  most  accutely  chagrin 
and  mortification  at  my  want  of  ingenuity  &  ambition  in 
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this  irksome, but  necessary , task.  j&r  Judd  worked  for 
us  .  A  cold  morng  succeeded  by  a  pl’t  day.  Wind  N.W. 
-after  sun-set  S.W. 

Wednesday , Aug’ t  14th.  As  to  expedition  in  business 
like  the  13th.  Ira  began  a  stack  in  a  pasture  W.of  the 
S.part  of  the  S. meadows.  When  I  came  out  of  the  field 
at  night , instead  of  my  own, put  on  Ira’s  jacket  which  was 
calculated  for  wearing  with  suspenders.  I  had  on  a  pair 
of  trousers  without  these , theref ore  a  wide  vacancy  was 
left  between  them  and  the  bottom  of  my  jacket.  With  the 
greatest  confidence  and  freedom, not  suspecting  whom  I 
should  see, entered  my  father’s  kitchen.  But  what  was 
my  surprise  on  discovering  Miss  Lucretia  Norton  and  Miss 
Harriot  Mellen,as  I  cast  my  eyes  about  the  room  l  I 
backed  out  and  went  to  Ira’s  and  got  back  my  old  long 
jacket, with  which  I  returned  and  took  supper  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  Radies , for  whom  and  the  gentlemen  I  after¬ 
wards  played  on  the  flute  for  them  to  dance  in  Mr. Ira 
Harwood’s  N.  room.  Messers  A  &  Mr  Judd  worked  here  this 
day. 
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H. Parsons  were  the  gentlemen.  Hazy  weath’ r  W.d  S. 

Thursday , Aug’ t  15th.  Business  was  interrupted  in 
some  parts  of  the  day  by  rain  which  afforded  me  time  to 
write, play  on  the  flute  and  converse  a  little  with  Miss 
Laura  Norton, who  had  come  to  Ira’s  to  board  a  few  days- 
Had  apretty  march  with  young  Sam’  1  -^Robin’  s  that  evening. 
Miss  Hepsibah  Dixon  came  to  our  house  to  spin  wool.  The 
rains  came  from  the  S.W. 

Friday , Aug’ t  16th.  Mowing  was  the  chief  business 
on  account  of  its  being  lowery;  no  more  of  it  at  night 
remained  of  it  to  be  done  in  the  Sth  meadow.  James  Ben- 
net  came  along  that  day  and  made  sport  for  the  girls. 

A  general  conference  among  the  Christian  brethren  at 
the  meeting-house , was  held  in  the  P.M.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  day  Mr. James  Harwood  a  cousin  of  mine 
arrived  from  Wilmington.  11  e  found  me  mowing  near  the 
fence  and  observed  how  slowly  I  pushed  forward-  told  me 
to  strike  in;  But  instead  of  that  I  flung  my  scythe  over 
the  fence , -marched  up  to  him, shook  hands, and  asked  him 
how  he  did-  &c-  Was  very  well  in  b&dily  health, but  about 
a  fortnight  before, had  badly  cut  his  right  hand  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  almost  lose  the  use  of  his  thumb, with  a 
scythe  while  whetting  it.  On  the  score  of  mowing, I  have 
not  so  great  a  reason  to  complain  of  myself, as, I  have 
of  the  2  preceding  days.  Mr  James  and  I  took  a  walk  in 
the  evening  attended  with  music-  first  to  Mrs  Hinman* s 
hill, then  into  Parson’s  hollow, where  we  parted ; somebody 
hailed, I  paid  no  attention  but  piped  away  and  continued 
marching  until  I  reached  the  hill' stop  S  of  Mr  P’s — 
cake  back  to  his  house  and  called  in.  Saw 
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Miss  Cutler  at  the  door  and  passed  a  friendly  compliment 
with  -her.  I  found  Mrs  Parsons  in  a  very  anxious  state 
of  mind  on  account  of  her  little  boy’s  being  dangerously 
ill.  She  took  him  from  a  couch  on  the  floor  and  support 
ed  him  in  her  arms, but  he  did  not  appear  to  be  sensible 
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of  anything.  I  asked  Mrs  P  if  I  might  play  on  my 
flute  ?  She  consented  and  I  played  some, hut  I  found  it 
was  by  no  means  a  proper  place  there  for  such  kind  of 
amusement ;  Mrs  Parsons  felt  very  melancholy  and  thoftfu 
what  measures  to  pursue  for  the  relief  of  her  little  sor; 
and  what  was  still  more  aggravating  Mr. Par sons  was  gone 
from  home.  She  said  she  wished  my  mother  would  come  dom  & 
, -she  would  know  what  to  do  for  the  child.  I  said  I 
thought  she  was  a  very  good  nurse  for  sick  children, 
otherwise  she  could  not  have  raised  ao  poor  a  creature 
as  myself.  Miss  C.  hearing  that, broke  out;-  “Now  you've 
said  it.“  In  the  course  of  my  visit, which  was  but  short, 
I  told  her  she  appeared  very  natural  there  and  brought 
up  the  recollection  of  past  times;  which  was  about  all  I 
said  to  her, except  bidding  her  good  evening  when  I  left 
the  house.  Mrs  P.  desired  that  I  would  inform  Mr  Locke, 
she  wished  him  to  go  a  second  time  for  T)r.  Swift.  I  met 
him  coming  after  me  to  pipe  for  a  company  at  Ira's  and 
told  him  the  errand  ,but  he  said  he  could  not  go  then, but 
would, as  soon  as  the  dance  was  over, if  the  Dr.  should  nt 
not  have  arrived  at  that  time.  Some  of  our  people  went  b 
to  comfort  Mrs  B.  and  I  engaged  with  arder  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  fluting  for  the  dancers,  but 
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soon  became  irregular ,  quitted  trie  company, went  home  .took 
do wn  Robertson's  America  and  perused  it  awhile.  The 
company  which  I  left  suited  me  well  enough  and  they  were 
all  within  the  circle  of  my  acquaintance  except  a  Mr. 
Tyler  who  came  with  Mr  Smith  from  Hinsdill' s-the  others 
lived  in  the  neighborhood.  My  mother  recollected  some¬ 
thing  that  might  be  done  for  the  sick  boy  and  sent  me 
down  to  inform  Mrs  P.  of  it.  I  went;  and  while  I  was 
there,  Locke  returned  from  the  Dt.'s  ,  but  had  not  seen 
him.  Locke  had  been  remarkably  spry, I  think;  I  don't 
think  he  was  more  than  ten  minutes  running  from  our 
house  to  Dr.  S's  and  back  again  to  Mr .Parsons.  The  case 
had  become  desperate  and  the  Dr.  must  be  had  very  soon; 

So  friend  James  and  I  started  off  and  assisted  Locke  in 
finding  a  horse  to  ride  directly  to  him.  We  were  some¬ 
time  hunting  for  one  which  was  finally  found  but  the 
doctor  had  arrived  in  that  time  so  that  Locke  had  no  moare 
to  do  than  to  turn  away  his  horse  again.  Muggy  and 
cloudy-  wind  south. 

Mon)  Saturday , Aug' t  17th..  With  considerable  exer¬ 
tion, good  weather  being  on  our  side  we  were  enabled  to 
clear  the  S.  meadow, of  hay.  My  grandfather  and  Mr. Judd 
who  worked  here  that  day  .differed  in  their  modesof  load¬ 
ing  and  stacking .widely .  I  was  pleased  to  see  how  warm¬ 
ly  he, the  old  gentleman , stuck  to  his  opinion;  he  said  a 
good  many  funny  things  about  Mr.J’s  stack  ;  Priend  James 
assisted  us, and  so  did  Erastus  Montague , from  9  in  the 
morning  till  night-  assisted  Ira  to  manage  in  loading  tfe 
the  waggon.  J [  was  extremely 
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wearied  at  night.  I  must  note  that  I  breakfasted  with 
a  fine  little  girl  named  Clark, dressed  in  scarlet,  a 
visitant  of  Miss  Dixon's.  Good  weather-  Wd.  S.W. 
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Sunday, Aug’ t  18th.  I  wrote;  I  read  ;  I  walk¬ 

ed  into  the  woods  with  my  fiiend  James  and  had  my 
musical  apparatus  with  me,  v/ith  which  I  amuded  myself; 

I  ranged  our  young  orchard  for  fruit  and  found  that  which 
was  good;  returned  to  the  house  and  prepared  with  a  smaXL 
table  drawer  pen  and  ink  walked  to  the  summit  of  the 
ridge  of  rocks  W.  of  the  house  a  few  rods  N.W.  of  the 
place  where  the  brook  issues  out  of  the  rocks  and  wrote 
one  of  2  pages  in  this  book;read  it  over  aloud,after  I 
finished  it;  sang  a  little, and  read  a  column  in  Mr. 

Bliss* s  papers ; returned  to  the  house  and  spent  the  eve¬ 
ning  reading  or  writing.  It  was  said  Judge  Robinson  at 
conference  in  the  Sth  part  spoke  very  well. 

It  was  a  very  warm  day  and  showers  were  seen  on 
every  side  of  us  but  none  came  to  this  place.  About  2 
in  the  P.M.  I  noticed  a  singular  peal  of  thunder , which 
happened  somewhere  in  Pownal.  It  very  nearly  resembled 
the  discharge  of  a  cannon. 

Monday , Aug’ t  19th.  One  of  the  hottest  days  ever 
known  in  this  country.  We  were  mowing  and  making  hay 
in  our  N.  meadow  that  day.  Sweat  poured  off  in  torrents 
from  every  man, woman  and  child.  Priend  Ira  in  the  P.M. 
wap  over-powered  with  the  heat  and  obliged  to  leave  the 
meadow, more  than  an  hour;  father  also  complained  bitter¬ 
ly  and  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing 
from  the  theatre  of  action;  I  too  suffered  no  less  than 
they.  Mr. Judd, who  was  our  main  support  during  that  mem¬ 
orable  day,  built 
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a  stack  near  the  barn, or  rather  he  finished  off  one 
which  Ira  had  begun;  and  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  load  and 
pitcJjL  the  hay  up  to  him.  Now,  I  was  not  well  versed  in 
the  principles  of  loading;  therefore  I  was  at  a  loss 
how  to  get  hold  of  my  hay  when  I  came  to  unload.  This 
was  a  grievous  plague  to  me, and  I  thought  in  my  heart  I 
should  melt  taking  off  a  load  on  the*  V/.  side  of  the 
stack , between  4  and  5  in  the  P.M.-  Oh  !  how  the  rays  of 
old  Sol  did  pour  in  upon  me. -how  I  fretted , scolded 
swore  at  myself  for  being  such  a  poor  awkard  devil  about 
loading  and  trembled  !  Before  I  got  that  load  off, my 
blood  began  to  prickle  and  chill  in  a  manner  different 
from  what  I  had  ever  before  experienced;  &  I  was  glad  to 
reach  the  house, where  I  took  some  sweetned  ginger  and 
water  and  rested  my  enfeebled  frame;  &  afterwards  went  a 
on  as  regular  as  ever.  I  drank  no  ardent  spirits  that 
day.  I  enjoyed  my  music  in  the  evening  and  conversed 
with  the  ladies.  Priend  James  and  I  retired  to  rest, but 
could  not  sleep;  and  having  talked  &  laughed, ki eked , roll 
ed  arid  tumbled, groaned  and  sighed  a  long  time,  we  arose, 
and  with  nothing  on  us  but  our  shirts , marched  into  our 
young  ..or chard-  ate  as  much  fruit  as  we  wished  to,-  re¬ 
turned  to  our  bed  and  slept  well  till  the  next  morning. 

Mr  James  Harwood  assisted  us  all  the  P.M. and  Mr. 
Church  -only  an  hour  or  two  near  night.  Mr  Joel  Clark 
left  our  house  for  home, in  Shelburne -Mas s .  My  mother 
visited  Mr. Duncan’s  family  which  was  in  great  distress. 

•  Tuesday , Aug’ t  20th.  As  to  business  and  heat  much 


like  the  19th - Rather  more  air  stirring  from  IT .W. 

P.M.  and  it  operated  more  on  Mr.  Judd  than  it  did  on 
the  19th. 
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In  the  early  part  of  the  evening  as  I  was  piping  and 
marching  down  the  lane  leading  to  the  road  ,  a  young  lady 
stood  on  the  fence  and  hailed  me.  I  made  no  answer  at 
f irst supposing  it  was  the  voice  of  my  youngest  sister, 
which  I  did  n’t  mean  to  regard, hut  continue  my  walk; 
however  a  repetition  of  the  call  soon  convinced  me  from 
whom  it  proceeded  and  then  I  answered .without  complying 
with  her  request , continuing  on  my  march  till  I  reached 
the  road,  where  I  wheeled  about  and  was  returning  home 
over  the  same  ground  on  which.  I  went  out, when,  I  was  met 
by  Mr.  Nath’l  Locke  and  that  young  lady, with  whom  I  pass¬ 
ed  tiie  usual  compliment  and  would  have  passed  on  ;  but 
she  seized  my  fife, which  w^s  so  homely  and  weather-beat¬ 
en  that  I  was  ashamed  to  have  it  seen  abroad  by  daylight, 
moon-light  o±  candle-light,  and  I  had  some  difficulty  in 
wresting  it  from  her.  We  exchanged  a  few  words  in  a 
friendly  style  and  parted;  I  told  her  after  I  had  step¬ 
ped  a  little  distance  from  her, in  an  audible  voice,-  to 
fling  away  her  notions  and  not  think  me  so  mean  as  to  be 
angry  with  her, for  I  was  certainly  not.  Perhaps  this  is 
not  an  exact  representation  of  what  I  said , but  it  is 
very  nearly  so.  I  came  along  towards  the  house  passing 
by  Miss  Sophia  Waters  and  ha*  friend  Laura  Norton  who 
were  walking  out,-  met  friend  James  who  was  highly  pleas¬ 
ed  at  hearing  some  of  the  conversation,  a  moment  before, 
and  with  him  came  up  the  lane  as  far  as  a  certain  rock 
where  I  halted  and  played  several  tunes  ,not  thinking  I 
should  again  see  mym  lady  that  evening.  I  was  in  this 
position  but  a  f-°w  moments, 
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when  Mr , Locke  returned  with  her  and  the  otherladies 
and  it  was  so  contrived  that  I ,at  last,  walked  home  with 
her  and  leaned  on  Mr.  Parson’s  gate, perhaps  3  1/4  of  an 
hour , c onversing  with  her,  but  not  altogether  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  which  she  wished  to  agitate;-  I  talked  of  many 
things  as  foreign  to  that, as  I  could  think  of, only  now 
and  then  giving  her  a  direct  answer, and  then  would  fly 
to  something  I  had  not  thought  of  before  in  these  years. 
I  dwelt  sometime  on  the  bad  side  of  my  own  character 
.w&ich  I  fell  at  without  mercy .keeping  strictly  within 
what  I  esteemed  the  bounds  of  truth.  Havingjended  this 
blessing  with  some  adiice  to  my  lady  as  to  tne course  I 
should  pursue  respecting  a  young  man  having  such  a  char¬ 
acter,  I  returned  to  the  Harwood  Castle, wrote  a  few 
lines  and  laid  myself  down  to  rest. 

Wednesday, Aug*  t  21st.  We  intended  the  completion  cf 
of  every  branch  of  our  haying  and  harvest,  but  were  dis¬ 
appointed  at  not  having  good  weather.  The  last  load  of 
grain  (  oats)  was  drawn  in  about  the  time  a  heavy  shower 
of  rain'  - came  on  from  the  S.-  2  o’clock  P.M.  , which  con¬ 
tinued  2  hours.  Mr. Judd  assisted  us  the  principal  part 
of  the  A.M.  and  in  the  P.M.  ’till  it  rained.  Wrote  a 
page  or  two  and  visited  cap’ t  Norton  and  his  son  Luman 
who'  were  working  at  their  trade.  In  the  evening  took  a 


A 


*  » 


>J  s 


ior  c 


I 

* 

. 

« • 

j-  v6cfi 


t  •  v^  A,  od 


■ 


, 

V.  I  .  ..  . 


* 
* 

■  ,  l 


- 

p  sx£  t*i 


- 

, 

,4 

, 

. 

, 


t  ■ 


< 

. 

, 

-  •  ' 

, 


r 


N 


* 


a.-:  •  a  ru  . 


■  i  <  , .*. 

.  . 

... 

< 


*.  • 

. 

I  0 

* 

. 

•  . 

*  * 

walk  with  friend  James ,back  of  the  rocks  W.  of  the  house 
piping  on  the  fife  and  on  the  flute, seated  sometime 
under  an  oak;  thence  we  marched  into  the  young  archard, 
there  taking  a  little  fruit;  came  slowly  along  home, 
which  we  did  not  desire  to  reach  till  Miss  Waters’  young 
company  should  have  dispersed  as  it  actually  had  when  we 
returned  from  our  walk. 
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A  very  warm  coming,  succeeded  by  cooler  weather  in  the 
P.M.  when  it  had  ceased  raining.  Wind  S.W.  chiefly. 

Thursday , Aug’ t  22d-  Iw  wished  to  improve  in  writing 
as  my  business  had  gotten  behind-hand  a  good  deal  since 
I  had  been  engaged  in  the  business  which  was  that  day 
terminated  in  one  load  of  hay;-  But  I  perceived  how  my 
father  stood  affected,  I  perceived  that  to  please  him  I 
must  works-  So  with  a  heavy  pair  of  heels , frequently 
yawning  and  stretching, I  unwillingly  harrowed .with  a 
paid  of  oxen, a  Small  portion  of  the  ground  intended  to  te 
be  sown  with  wheat, till  obliged  by  a  shower  of  rain, from 
the  S.,to  leave  the  field.  I  improved  the  remainder  of 
the  day  in  writing. 

Mr  Ira  Harwood  and  some  of  the  ladies  rode  to 
Hinsdill’s  and  to  Cardall’ s , bringing  home  from  the  Post 
Office  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jonas  Harwood-  dated  Aug’ t  4th, 
announcing  to  us  the  death  of  hi?  lady. 

Friday, Aug* t  23d.  Being  lower#  in  the  morning  I 
had  an  opportunity  to  write .which  I  happily  improved  in 
regulating  my  father’s  ledger.  About  16  o’clock  began 
harrowing,but  before  I  did  much,  seated  myself  on  the 
harrow  and  took  a  short  nap.-  Aye  not  quite  so-  that  nap 
was  taken  just  after  entering  the  field  in  the  P/il.  in 
which  part  of  the  day,  I  enjoy’d  my  friend  James’  com¬ 
pany,  and,  with  him  went  to  cap’t  Norton’s  shop  that  he 
might  see  them  turning  ware, of  that  however  he  was  dis¬ 
appointed,  Mr  Luman,who  generally  worked  at  that  business 
being  absent .  Cap’t  N.  was  bhere  burning  a  kiln  of 
brown  ware  and  entered  into  conversation  with  us  which 
happened  to  turn  on  the 
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weather  in  the  Summer  as  well  as  in  the  Winter;  It  was 
remarked  that  the  sun  seemed  to  have  very  little  influ¬ 
ence  at  that  season  of  the  year-  cap’t  N.  said  it  did 
not  give  out  much  more  heat  than  a  yellow  dog  hung  up 
in  its  stead.  Ira  and  father  began  plowing  stubble-land 
late  in  the  day.  I  had  a  pleasant  walk  with  my  friend 
playing  on  the  flute, in  the  evening-  Read  Robert  son' s 
America.  Rainy  morg-Black  &  lowy  Wd .  N.W. 

■Saturday , Aug’ t  24th.  Was  in  the  same  business 
again.  Worked  indolently.  With  friend  James  and  Mr.  N. 
R.  Locke  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  bathed  in  Mr. 
Eldad  Dewey’s  mill-pond.  Pair  &  cool.  Wd.  N.W. 

Sunday, Aug’ t  25th.  Very  much  engaged  in  writing 
till  4  in  the  P.M.  In  preparing  to  go  to  a  conference  at 
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the  school-house-  S.  District,  I  took  care  to  provide 
myself  with  the  Aurora,  which  I  perused  as  I  marched 
through  the  lots,  flute  and  Mather’s  collection  of  mu¬ 
sic  both  which  I  deposited  in  a  sleigh-box  behind  cap’t 
Norton’s  barn,  reaching  the  school-house  about  the  time 
Mr. Marsh  began  speaking  from  that  passage  of  scripture 
im  the  first  Epistle  of  John, fourth  chap* t  16th  verse. 
His  exhortation  was  able, but  lengthy,  the  heads  of  which 
I  should  have  been  happy  to  have  retained  so  as  to  have 
graced  a  page  or  two  of  this  book, but  had  not  sufficient 
strength  of  memory  to  do  it.  After  the  dissolution  of 
the  meeting,  I  returned  to  Cap’t  Norton’  a-,  went  to  the 
sleigh-- took  out  my  flute  and  piped  till  Miss  Lucretia 
came  out  to  milking  in  the  cow-yard,  I  then  had  some 
conversation  with  her, asked  h^r  if  any  strangers  were 
likely  to  be  at  her  father’s  that  evening  ?  She  said  not 
With  my  music-book  and  flute  I  followed  her  into  the 
house . 
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She  and  her  sister  Laura  went  to  Mr.  Shoals’  to  have  a 
sing  with  Mr .Asa  Doty  a  master  of  the  art.  T  spent  the 
evening  in  Mr.  Luman’ s  room  and  became  so  warmly  engaged 
in  music,  going  through  several  pieces  in  the  book, new 
to  me, and  others  which  I  had  become  partially  acquaint¬ 
ed, as  to  be  lost  to  others’  feelings  .  I  was  going  over 
the  notes  of  the  Cuckoo’s  C one erjto when  Mrs  Lydia  Norton 
broke  out  ”  I  shall  have  the  hysterics  ”  I  began  to 
think  it  was  time  then  to  lay  aside  my  music  and  steer 
for  home, which  I  did  pretty  directly.  Mr.  Henry  Melien 
was  there  in  the  latterpart  of  the  evening.  Came  home 
and  wrpte  a  letter  (v/hieh  I  did  not  quite  finish)  to  Mr. 
Henry  Eaxqu  and  his  lady  to  apprize  them  of  the  death  of 
their  sister  in  Hopkinton.  p. 

A  fair,  cool  day-  wind  N.W.  I  suppose. 

Monday, Aug’ t  27th.  Went  early  in  the  morning  to 
Col'o  Norton’s  shop  on  business.  In  Merchant’s  store 
finished  writing  the  letter  to  Faxon  and  was  informed 
that  Mr  Merchant  hadjust  opened  a  circulating  library. 
After  returning  from  the  Col’o  I  parted  from  my  friend 
and  cousin  Mr.  James  Harwood  who  departed  hence  for  Troy 
He  bore  Faxon* s  letter.  Mr.  Wm.  Allison  called  on  my 
father  and  received  his  wages  for  services  rendered  in 
the  latter  part  of  July  25th  of  which  see-  Also  3d  of 
Aug* t, the  day  he  left  us.  He  said  he  was  going  to  Wil- 
list  on  to  reside.  Mr.  Bingham  brought  a  subscription- 
paper  for  Religious  Tracts  which  father  signed.  All 
hands  were  ploughing. 

A  fine, cool  morning-  A  fair  day -  W-d  N.W. 

’  Tuesday , Aug’ t  28th.  Ploughed  stubble-land  with  a 
paid  of  oxen, a  horse  and  little  boy  named  Smith  Montague 
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That  evening,  a  young  man’s  sister  gave  him  an 
invitation  to  take  his  flute  and  walk  with  another  young 
gentleman  herself  and  four  other  ladies  up  to  her  fathe* 
young  orchard;  which  he  without  a  moment’s  hesitation 
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accepted.  Being  arrived  in  the  orchard, the  company 
having  satisfied  themselves  for  the  present  with  its 
productions  and  except  2  ladies  who  fled  the  place,  re¬ 
tired  under  a  fine  "butternut  shade;  this  young  man  and  a 
lady  about  his  age  with  whom  he  had  formerly  been  ac¬ 
quainted  conversed  apart  ffeELmthe  others  on  old  affairs 
which  had  turned  up  since  the  commencement  of  thi&r  in¬ 
timacy.  There  was  nothing  indecent  or  unbecoming  which 
at  any  former  period  or  at  that  time  passed  between  them 
But  it  seems ,while  the  lady  stood  stripping  off  leaves 
(  not  thinking  I  suppose  how  prettily  stained  her  hands 
must  be  afterwards  )  and  the  gentleman  sat  ona  bit  of  an 
old  rail, playing  on  his  flute  &  carelessly  attending  to 
what  w’ s  sd ,  she  was  soliciting  what  she  had  once  slight¬ 
ed  and  rej ected  ,waht  the  young  man  honestly  considered 
as  her's  till  it  was  fairly  and  explicitly  acknowledged 
by  her  that-  she  retained  it  no  longer,  after  which  he  re¬ 
solved  never  again  to  restore  it  to  her ,who ,altho ’  she 
had  almost  or  quite  accepted  the  same  from  another  gen¬ 
tleman,  yet  every  opportunity  she  had  in  private  with  tie 
former, in  vain  attempted  to  gain  his  favor  as  she  had 
once  possesed  it.  It  may  well  be  supposed  their  conver¬ 
sation  was  not  of  the  most  pleasing  nature  ,tho*  the  your® 
man  attached  very  little  importance  to  it  and  suffered 
himself  not  to  be  moved  by  passion;  Neither  did  the  lady 
discover  anything  of  the  kind.  This  interview  ended  in 
his  gallanting  her  home.  A  p't  day  &  Evg. 
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Wednesday, Aug* t  28th.  Ira  begun  ploughing , but 

was  under  the  necessity  of  quitting  on  account  of  sick¬ 
ness, and  his  place  was  supplied  by  me  , who  had  commenced 
threshing  rye  in  the  morning.  Bather  with  another  team 
and  boj'  ploughed  stubble-land. 

Warm  and  hazy-  Wind  N .W. 

Thursday , Aug* t  29th.  Rainy  weather  was  the  cause 
of  there  not  being  much  done  in  the  fields.  I  took  a 
soaking  that  day  and  was  sick  or  something  like  it  all 
the  P.M.  A  dry-good  pedlar  called  on  us  but  did  n't 
trade  much  because  the  women  had  no  cash. 

Friday, Aug*  t  30th.  Was  not  in  health.  Drare  team 
for  my  father  in  the  P.M.  Rainy  in  the  A.M.  pt  in  P.M. 

Saturday , Aug* t  31st.  Still  unwell  with  a  violent 
cold.  Was  in  the  same  business  that  I  had  been  in, the 
preceding  day.  Cloudy  and  warm--  Wind  Sth. 

Sunday, Sept  .1st.  Was  restored  to  my  former  stand¬ 
ing  in  health  and  improved  more  time  in  reading  Rob'tn's 
A*  flu; than  I  had  for  many  Sundays  before.  Read  a  few 
pages  in  Gil  Bias.  Very  warm,©  cloudy.  A  fine  eveg. 

Monday, Sept  2d.  Harrowing  and  plowing  by  Iia&  me 
was  conducted  in  the  ffeld  S.W.  of  the  Great  Spring. 
Bather  and  Mr.  Judd  were  threshing  rye.  In  the  evening 
wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  James  Waterman  wherein  he  was  told 
that  the  writer  of  it  was  in  good  health-  enjoyed  himself 
as  well  as  ever -that  his  grandfather  was  able  to  keep  tie 
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parade-ground  clean  (  1.33.  to  throw  out  the  excrement 
of  his  cows  from  his  door-yard  ) - -that  Ira  had  recovered 
from  his  haying 
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dumps  andthe  rest  of  the  family  were  well-others  out  of 
the  family  were  mentioned.  The  death  of  Mrs  Phebe 
Harwood  was  inserted.  It  was  closed  with  an  account 
of  what  ladies  were  about  him. 

On  the  29th  of  Aug, I  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Clark  Augustus  Harwood  which  was  in  a  complimentary 
style  answering  one  I  wrote  to  his  sister  Ruth  $-p.245  ) 
which  did  not  reach  Cazenovia, the  place  at  which  Mr.H. 
dated  his, till  after  her  departure  for  Bennington. P.248 . 

Tuesday, Sept  3d.  Was  my  father* s  plough-boy  in  the 
A.M. -Marchedboldly  up  to  the  poll  and  exercised  the 
right  of  a  freeman  in  having  my  votes  huddled  into  the 
several  boxes  prepared  to  receive  them, with  about  400 
hundred  more,  for  Gov*r  Lieut. Gov'r  Council  &,the  colour 
of  whose  politics  was  democratic , as  far  as  I  had  the- 
handling  of  them.  For  Representative^  Republican  can¬ 
didate^  fere  supported  by  the  opposite  parties-  Wm. Henry 
and  Wm. Hawks-  the  former  by  the  democrats  and  the  latter 
by  the  federalists  and  quids.  The  result  of  the  first 
time  going  round-was  no  choice.  It  was  extremely  warm 
and  not  choosing  to  be  among  the  crowd  I  retired  into  Mr. 
Young* s  Office  and  there  began  writing  a  letter  to  my 
kinsman,Mr .Harwood , -but  was  soon  rousted  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  who  with  Mr.  Avery  came  there  to  get  more 
votes-  saying  there  was  no  choice.  I  went  to  the  frame 
of  the  Court-House ,f or  there  was  the  meeting  holden,and, 
after  walking  about  and  standing  in  this  and  that  place, 
when  a  chance  offered  I  voted  and  returned  to  the  office, 
-finished  writing  my  letter , discoursed 
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on  history  and  other  subjects  with  Mr.  S.H.Blackmer  & 
Mr.H.Mellen  who  called  in  about  that  time.  I  was  so 
much  engaged  in  this  little  social  good-natured  chit-chat 
that  I  paid  no  attention  to  the  elect  ion, but  supposing 
it  would  be  decided  on  going  round  the  2d  time  left  it  to 
its  own  fate  and  with  the  latter  gentleman  came  home, 
took  supper  and  Marched  to  Mr. Shoals’s  where  several 
young  persons  spent  the  evening  paring  apples.  Late  in 
the  evening  I  piped  and  they  danced.  Mr  .Edmund  T. Locke, 
Mr.  L. Smith  and  Mr. N.R. Locke  were  of  the  oasnpany.  Had  the 
pleasure  of  walking  and  conversing  with  Miss  Laura  Horton 
as  I  was  returning  from  Mr.  S*s.-as  likewise  did  Mr. 
Smith  with  Miss  S. Waters  and  Mr.N.R.L.  with  Miss  Lydia 
Harwood  and  Miss  H. Dixon.  It  was  a  most  beautiful  as 
well  as  an  extraordinary  warm  evening-  Equally  so  had 
been  the  day-  Wd.  S.  I  was  wrong  in  not  giving  more  at¬ 
tention  to  the  election-the  2d  time  soing  round  did  not 
decide  it-one  tug  more  had  to  be  taken  for  it .which 
turned  the  scale  in  Henry’s  favor  whose  majority  was  but 
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Wednesday, Sept  4  th.  Mr  .Walter  Waterman  set  off  for 
Columbus -IT.  Y.  where  his  brother  James  resides  and  carried 
a  letter  from  me  to  him,  one  to  go  to  Mr.  C. A. Harwood  and 
one  from  Mr.  Joseph  Watson  of  Wilmington#which  I  took 
out  of  the  of f ice , opened, read  and  wrote  a  few  lines(into) 
in  it  to  Mr. James  Harw’d. 


1811 


312 


-supposed  to  be  in  Troy.  Father  began  sowing  rye.  I 
harrowed  in  seed.  Ira  finished  the  2d  ploughing  of  the 
ground  for  wheat.  Mr. Levi  Jewett, Miss  Lucretia  Norton, 
Mr  John  Norton ,Jun’ r , Miss  Polly  Thayer  and  Mr. Jesse 
Loomis  made  an  evening  visit  at  the  house  of  ’’Uncle  Peter 
and  "Uncle  Ben"  . 

Oh  how  charmingly  warm  it  was  all  day  and  especial¬ 
ly  in  the  evening! -and  pleasant  too-  Wd.S. 

Thursday , Sept  5th. -Much  like  the  4th.  Mr  Ira  Har¬ 
wood  became  28  years  of  age.  The  air  grew  cool  P.M. 

Friday, Sept  6th.  Indisposed  in  the  A. M. -Labored 

in  the  rye-field  with  Ira  in  the  P.M.  At  night  read 
Robertson’s  history  of  Virginia  from  the  Restored( ta) ticn 
to  the  Revolution-  in  1688.  Some  dancing  and  piping  was 
performed  at  Ira’s  at  a  late  hour. 

Pleasant  and  cool  wind  north  weset. 

Saturday , Sept . 7th.  We  finished  sowing  a  field  of  8 
acres  with  rye.  Miss  Sally  Wells  and  Miss  Margaret  Har¬ 
wood  from  Peter sburgh-N.Y. . arrived  here  about  noon.  I 
was  harrowing  in  the  wheat-field  late  in  the  P.M.  About 
sun-set  I'' took  it  into  my  head  to  go  to  Cap’t  Norton’s, 
and  away  I  traipsed  through  the  lots  down  by  his  barn 
into  his  S. orchard  where  I  found  young  Lydia  gathering 
plums, and  while  I  was  pulling  off  some  of  the  flat, sour 
things  her  brother  John  came  there  with  whom  I  conversed 
a  little  while, till  we  left  the  orchard;  when  somebody 
rode  up  to  do  some  business  about  bankbills.  He  took  the 
young 
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man  into  the  house  giving  me  an  invitation  likewise  to 
walk  in, which  I  did  not  accept , thinking  I  would  go  di¬ 
rectly  (if  I  may  credit  my  own  say  so  )home.  I  walked 
easily  and  carelessly  along  from  the  garden  to  the  barn¬ 
yard  bars,  playing  with  the  dog, and  was  going  to  mount 
over  them, but  Mrs  Norton  was  there  milking  a  young  cow 
and  was  afraid  I  should  scare  her, if  I  advanced  any  farth 
er .  If  I  wished  to  see  John, she  guessed  I  should  find 
him  down  in  the  garden.  I  wheeled  about  and  marched  un¬ 
der  -the  wood-house  where  I  seated  myselfl  and  saw  friend 
John  and  his  man  walk  off  together-without  perceiving 
such  a  deformed  heap  as  myself.  I  had  done  with  my  huriy 
about  going  home  and  went  into  the  house, which  appeared 
to  be  deserted  by  all  its  inhabitants  except  young  Lyd’a 
who  was  taking  supper.  Asked  for  the  latest  Washingtonian 
which  could  not  be  found.  Rumaged  the  book-case  and  found 
Allen’s  Oracles  of  Reason  and .Ancient  &  Modern  History 
epitomized.  By  this  time  the  good  people  of  the  house 
had  come  in  8c  among  the  rest  Miss  Laura  who  had  just 
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arrived  from  Harwood  House.  Cap’t  Mellen  passed  an  hour 
or  two  conversing  with  Capt.N.on  religion  and  philosophy 
Capt.N.gave  some  anecdotes  one  of  which  pleased  me  very 
much.  It  was  concerning  a  ray  yankee  fellow  who  had  had 
his 
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wife’s  petticoat  stolen  by  Lord  Louden’ s  soldiers.  I 
was  highly  pleased  with  Universal  History  and  tarried, 
reading  it  till  near  nine  o’clock  .  I  was  buzzing  about 
the  candle  so  much  that  Miss  Lucretia  and  Miss  Laura 
took  their  work  and  withdrew  into  an  upper  apartment. 
When  I  came  home  I  was  surprised  to  find  father  and 
mother  had  been  very  uneasy  on  account  of  my  absence. 

They  were  on  the  point  of  going  out  where  I  had  been  at 
work  to  see  if  I  had  not  met  with  some  misfortune  which 
had  detained  me  in  the  field  till  so  late  an  hour. 

Cloudy , variable  weather.  Cool.  Wind  N.W. 

Sunday, Sept  8th.  Lid  some  writing  and  read  Univer¬ 
sal  History.  A  fine  pleasant  day 

Monday,Sept  9th.  We  began  to  sow  wheat.  Those 
ladies  spoken  of  on  Saturday  left  Bennington  for  home 
about  1  o’clock  P.M.  I  was  desirous  that  they  should 
tarry  longer  but  they  had  *taid  their  time  out  &  must  go. 
A  young  lady , employed  here  as  a  spinster , went  to  Mr. 
Parsons’  to  reside.  See  Aug’t  15th. p.298.  In  the  eve¬ 
ning  a  little  bit  of  an  apple-pairing  was  had  at  our 
house ;Mr  Locke  and  Miss  Cutler  attended.  Some  frost  was 
seem  in  the  morning.  The  day  was  fair. 

Tuesday, Sept  10th.  I  spent  the  day  harrowing .Father 
and  Ira  got  out  wheat  .  Went  at  eve  with  others  to  Mr. 
Isaac  Judd's  to  see  •'Mr .  Jehial  Judd’s  box-shew  and  hear 
his  hand- organ, which  was  but  indifferent  music.  There 
were  so  many  to  be  served, I  concluded  I  would  n’t 
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take  a  peep, but  let  it  slip  till  a  better  opportu¬ 
nity.  Fine  weather  as  this  wicked  generation  ever  could 
expect  to  be  blessed  with. 

Mr. Samuel  Loomis  bought  the  Lord  Lieutant  of  the 
Cow9Yard — age  2  years  &  5  months--for  $13. - 

Wednesday , Sept  11th.  The  business  begun  on  the  9th 
ninth  was  pursued.  Mr. Montague  being  very  anxious  to  bvy 
some  wheat- -with  one.  of  his  sons  threshed  out  a  quantity 
of  it  on  our  floor  in  the  P.M.  With  pleasure  I  pursued 
my  history  in  the  evening.  Signs  of  rain  Wd.S. 

Thursday , Sept  12th.  A  field  of  9  acres--3ituated  S. 
of  the  young-orchard  and  E.of  the  unimproved  part  of  the 
farm- -was  sown  with  wheat  and  completely  finished  off  in 
the  P.M.  of  this  day —  being  the  3d  since  we  had  begun  it. 
See  Mr. N.R. Locke  assisted  in  A.M.  Warm-Wind  soauth. 

Friday, Sept  13th.  With  father  and  Ira  cut  corn¬ 
stalks.  Pricked  off  a  long  tune  in  the  evening. Cld’ y 
Wd,  S. 
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Saturday, Sept  14th.  My  grandmother’s  tomb-stones 
executed  by  Mr.  Edmund  Taylor  Locke,  were  erected  over 
her  grave.  Eather  and  Mr.  I. Harwood  attended  to  that 
business.  A  few  bushels  of  potatoes  and  our  onions  were 
gathered  and  a  little  touch  at  cutting  cornstalks  was 
taken  late  in  the  day. 

As  I  wished,  I  saw  Mr.  Judd’s  shows  in  the  morning 
and  was  well  entertained  with  them.  I  think  I  kike  what 
was  said  to  be  a  representations  of  Hamburgh,  Al- 
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tona  and  the  Elbe  better  than  any  other  I  had  the  pleas¬ 
ure  of  seeing.  See  Tues’ d--10th. 

Saturday ,Sept  14th.  Now  I  mean  Sunday, Sept  15th. 

I  copied  tunes  from  Mather’ s  collection  and  kept  very 
busy  about  too.  Warm  and  pleasant - Wind  N.W. 

Monday, Sept ,16th.  Our  corn-stalk  harvest  was 
completed.  Good  weather.  The  time  17th  in  on  page  318 

Tuesday, Sept  17th.  In  the  business  of  digging  po¬ 
tatoes  in  the  A.M.  P.M.  assisted  father  in  cutting  Mr. 
Parsons’  corn-stalks.  After  I  had  finished  my  day’s 
work, I  went  into  Mr.  P’s  shop-chamber  and  had  a  fine 
sit-down  playing  on  the  flute.  Mr. Locke  was  preparing 
to  go  with  a  young  lady  (Aug  15th  and  Sept  9th)  to  widow 
Billing^ .  Miss  Cutler  and  this  lady  came  up  and  danced 
a  little  to  my  piping , before  she  and  Mr.  L.  began  their 
pilgrimage.  Ira  had  business  in  town  in  the  P.M.  ;  and 
when  he  came  home  brought  some  books  from  Mr .Hick's 
belonging  to  Jamas  Harwood, with  him.  I  examined  Col. 
Hanger’s  Life, and  did  not  much  like  it. 

A  very  warm  evening  which  was  succeeded  by  a  thun¬ 
der  storm  some  time  in  the  night.  Not  correct-See  p.318 

Thursday , Sept  18th.  Till  2  o’clock  P.M.  threshed 
rye  along  with  Mr.  Judd, then  went  where  Ira  and  father 
were  at  work  poling  the  wall  round  the  wheat-field  and 
assisted  them  to  put  some  cider  casks  in  trim  and  was  in¬ 
formed  by  Mr.  Dewey  that  the  cider-mill  was  out  of  tune. 
See  p.  318 - bottom. 
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Thursday  evening  I  was  in  a  considerable  collection 
of  young  people  assembled  in  capt  Norton's  N.  front-room 
composed  principally  of  persons  belonging  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Among  the  gentlemen  were  Mr.  Joshua  Gates, Mr 
John  Pay  Billings,  Mr  Thomas  Wright  (see  p.  321  and  Mr. 
Pumr’oy  Smith.  The  ladies  were  Miss  Sophia  Billings , Miss 
Persis  Smith, Miss  Lucretia  Norton  , Miss  Lydia  Harwood, 
Miss  .Rebecca  Cutler  , Mis  Sophia  Waters  , Miss  Laura  Norton, 
Miss  Theod’a  Montgl .Miss  Lydia  Jewett, Miss  Jerusha  Pay 
and  another  Miss  p.  298.  The  gentlemen  whose  names  are 
not  inserted  here  may  be  known  by  turning  to  p.  185, 
where  two  of  them  stand  at  the  head  of  a  column  and  the 
3d  stands  2d  below  them;he  whose  name  follows  theirs,ie, 
the  3d  person  in  the  column  did  not  attend janotheris  to 


be  found  p.  246--4th  gent .  in  order.  Sc  anather-p.280- 
19th  July-6th  line;  and  one  who  belong’d  to  the  house- 
p.  312.  The  conduct  of  the  company  was  in  every  re¬ 
spect  decent  and  proper;  they  did  not  resign  themselves 
up  to  too  high  a  degree  of  mirth, nor  suffer  themselves 
to  be  overwhelmed  with  dulness  and  inactivity.  I  could 
not  be  excused  without  piping , which,  tho’  performed  as 
well  as  I  knew  how,  was  insipid ,harsh  stuff.  See  pages-- 
135,191,213,235,246.  I  could  not  have  spent  the  evening 
more  agreeably.  Between  ten  and  eleven  perhaps  when  the 
meeting  dissolved.  The  young  lady  whose  arm  I  supported 
in  going  thibther  and  returning  home,  is  mentioned-- 
p.  x  213.  C18.  A.M.  &  pt  P.M.  A  cool  evg. 

Thursday,  Sept  20th.  I  would  have  it  Friday, Sept 
20th.  Father  went  away  early  in  the  morning  to  get  his 
old 

x  p.  314 
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waggons  repaired , leaving  the  cider-mill  affair  to  be 
judged  of  by  Mr.  Loan  Dewey  who  with  assistance  from  Ira 
and  me  took  down  the  defective  part  on  which  he  passed 
sentence  of  condemnation.  A  few  bushels  of  potatoes 
were  dug  &  in  the  P.M. .father  having  returned  with  his 
waggons, Ira  carried  off  a  load  of  cider  to  the  still  and 
returned  with  a  hearth-stone  from  capt  Locke’s.  Was 
onvited  by  Mr.  N.R. Locke  to  attend  a  small  collection  of 
people  at  Mr.  Parsons’  but  refused  going.  The  girls 
went.  Mr.Parsosn  and  his  journey-man  Mr. Elijah  Brown  Jm 
paid  us  an  evg  vfeit.  A  cool  and  cloudy  day. 

Some  bonfuarion  prevades  my  preceding  pages. 

Tuesy  Sept  17£h  should  read  thifcs .  In  the  A.M.  employed 
inbeating  off  flaxseed  for  Mr.  Montague- -father  only  an 
hour  or  two-  Ira  most  of  the  time-and  I  not  more  than 
half  the  time -finding  business  about  the  cider-mill , which 
was  put  together  by  father  and  Mr.  L. Dewey  who  with  as¬ 
sistants  under  himself  and  his  colleage , Mr .G. Godfrey , 

(not  present  this  day)  gathered  a  quantity  of  apples. 

Mr  Montague  and  his  people  spread  their  flax. 

Our  hops  were  harvested --and  our  cider-casks  pre¬ 
pared  for  filling  with  cider.  Through  a  smoked  glass  I 
had  a  fair  view  of  the  eclipse  of  the  sun  which  happened 
thi3  day.  I  first  had  the  satisfaction  of  observing  a 
blazing  star  in  the  U.W.  about  8  in  the  evening. 

Fair  and  warm-  a  little  smoky--  Wind  Si 

What  is  written  under  the  17th  is  meant  for  the  18ih 
and  Thursday  should  be  followed  by  the  figure  19th. 
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’Friday, Sept  21st.  The  business  at  home  was  digging 
potatoes.  Ira  drew  boards  from  Ovait’s  mill  in  Pownal 
to  the  Court-House.  I  hunted  up  my  Aurora  papers  to  sew 
them  together,  but  one  of  them  being  mislaid  I  spent  mu&i 
precious  time  in  endeavoring  to  find  it-  Went  to  Mr. 
Parsons-8  and  ransacked  one  of  his  cupboards  without  beiig 
able  to  lay  my  paw  on  it-  Felt  very  uneasy-would  not 
lose  it  on  any  account -came  home  and  found  it  in  my  news¬ 
paper  chest.  Then  was  I  contented  and  pursued  my  busi¬ 
ness  without  interruption .  Cool, day  and  evening. 
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Saturday,  Sept.22d  How  blundering  - -I  mean 
Sunday , Sept. 22d.  I  promised  in  the  morning  to  go  to 

Church  and  was  consequently  not  called  upon  to  assist 
in  putting  the  waggon  in  Church  -order  so  as  to  allow 
me  time  to  for  slicking  up  a  little.  But  what  did  I 
do  ?  Why  to  tell  the  truth  I  took  down  my  Journal  in 
which  I  wrote  a  few  lines  and  then  went  about  in  the 
garden  eating  plums  and  peaches  and  in  the  orchard 
eating  apples  with  friend  H. R. Locke , shaking  and  qui¬ 
vering  with  the  cold  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  the  mid 
die  of  winter  only  because  I  was  too  lazy  to  draw  on 
shoes  and  stockings.  7/hen  I  had  finished  this  wicked 
deviation  from  tne  path  of  moral  rectitude  it  was  too 
late  to  think  of  going  to  Church  in  the  A.M.  With 
another  promise  that  I  would  go  in  the  P.M.  the  mat¬ 
ter  ended.  I  spent  the  day  writing-attending  a  confer 
ence  at  Mrs  Hinman' s  and  walking  with  Mr.  Columbus  J. 
Bov/dish  and  Mr.  Levi  Jewett  who  pressed  me  very  hard 
to  go  with  them  to  Mr.  House’s, but  refusing  and  part¬ 
ing  with  them  at  capt.  Horton’s  finished  my  walk  by 
going 
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with  Mr.  N.R. Locke  and  Mr.  J  ease  Loomis  to  the  house 
of  Mr.  Loomis.  Prom  thence  Mr.  Locke  and  I  returned 
to  Mr.  Parsons’  in  whose  shop  chamber  I  passed  away 
2  hours  playing  on  the  flute  and  talking  with  Mr. 

Locke.  I  wound  up  the  evening  reading  Universal  His¬ 
tory  Epitomized. 

An  unpleasant  chilly  S.  wind  blew  all  day. 

A  rainy  pvg. 

Monday,Sept  23d.  Treading  out  a  small  quantity 
of  wheat , carrying  cider  to  Mr.  Atwood’s  still  and 
digging  potatoes  constituted  the  business  of  that  day. 
Early  in  the  evening  I  went  with  a  light  foot  and  a 
mind  filled  with  vivacious  f orebodings , to  capt  Norton*? 
where  I  found  Miss  Lucretia  and  her  sister  Laura  on 
the  point  of  going  to  the  singing  school  in  Algiers, 
but  concluding  it  was  too  late  to  attend, they  and 
their  brother  John  accepted  an  invitation  from  me  to 
walk  to  our  house  and  visit  Miss  Lydia  8c  Miss  Sophia. 

I  had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  walking  and  convers¬ 
ing  with  those  truly  engaging udicious  and  well-in¬ 
formed  young  ladies.  My  friend  J ohn  said  he  would  go 
on  forward  and  give  information  that  we  were  coming. 

An  old  gentleman  in  a  decreptit  state  had  a  box  of 
indifferent  shows  which  he  exhibited  for  the  amusement 
of  the  company;  but  his  appearance  induced  us  to  pay 
him  his  pence  more  than  the  sight  of  his  pictures. 
Haying  witnessed  those  inviting  spectacles,  Mr.  N.  and 
I  retired  into  a  room  by  ourselves  and  examined  some 
of  the  opinions  of  Col.  Hanger  which  had  the  effect  of 
producing , now  and  then, a  broad  grin  across  our  faces. 
Miss  Lucretia  had  a  song-book  with  her  and  with  Miss 
Lydia  sang  a  few  good  songs.  Priend  J.  and  Miss  Laura 
withdrew  and  pushed  for  home  in 
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great  haste  leaving  thiir  sister  to  fall  into  such  dull 
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untoward  , roguish , tasteless , unpleasing  company  as 
mine;  while  on  the  other  hand  I  was  never  better  suit¬ 
ed  with  any  person’s  company  and  conversation  in  my 
life.  I  stepped  into  the  house-sat  a  moment  and .bid¬ 
ding  the  folks  good  evening, returned  home  half  past  ten. 
Tolerably  pleas’ t.  Wind  N.W. 

Tuesday, Sept  24th.  With  a  slow  pair  of  oxen  har¬ 
rowed  in  Mrs  Hinman’ s  Indian-field  for  Mr.  Judd  who  was 
sowing  rye.  To  Mr.  Ira  Harwood’s  family  there  was  added 
a  third  daughter.  A  fine  morning-  flying  cds-high  Wd 

Wednesday , Sept . 25th.  A  considerable  part  of  the 
day  worked  in  the  barn  threshing  rye.  A  thrifty  red 
oak  which  grew  in  open  land  was  felled  and  the  body 
drawn  home  for  working  into  cider  mill  nuts.  I  was 
dispatched  into  town  to  borrow  Mr.  Abel’s  crank  and  gud¬ 
geon  on  which  to  turn  them.  But  he  nor  none  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  being  at  home  I  returned  without  them.  I  had  bus¬ 
iness  at  Dr.  James’, the  Post  Office  and  at  Merchant’s 
store  where  I  looked  at  a  great  many  books  without  find¬ 
ing  any  which  I  wished  to  read  at  that  time;  and  if  I 
had, the  time  for  rwading  them  was  so  limited  as  not  to 
allow, so  slow  a  reader  as  myself  and  one  who  has  but  a 
small  part  of  the  day  to.  spend  with  his  book , scarcely 
any  advantage.  I  borrowed  Lord  Lyttleton’ s  Letters  of 
Mr.  A. H. Avery  and  spent  the  evening  with  them-  profita¬ 
bly  I  tho’t.  A  rainy  day. 

Thursday , Sept  26th.  The  carpenters  came  to  work  up 
the  timber  mentioned  above  and  I  went  again  to  get  the 
crank  and  gudgeon, but  failed-  Mr.  Abel  could  not  inform 
me  where  they  were;  so  they  did  without  them. 

In  the  Green  Mountain  Parmer  of  Sept  23d  I  read 

(  Page  317  fifth  line  instead  of  Thom’ s  read 

Pliny  Wright. 
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the  following  copied  from  a  Georgia  paper.  Innocence 
betrayed;  an  awful  warning  to  the  abandoned.  Worthy  the 
serious  perusal  of  both  sexes. 

Died--  A  few  days  since  in  a  state  of  distraction, 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Moony,  aged  21  years.  The  circumstances 
attending  the  death  of  this  unfortunate  farnale  are  pub¬ 
lished,  as  a  warning  to  the  unreflecting  of  her  own  sex, 
and  as  an  awful  and  solemn  admonition  to  the  unconside- 
rate  of  the  other. 

The  young  lady  was  the  daughter  of  Mrs  S. Moony, 
who  lives  a  few  miles  from  this  place , (Augusta)  honest 
and  respected.  The  old  lady  has  seen  better  days-  but 
of  late  years  she  has  depended  on  her  industry  for  sub¬ 
sistence,  and  by  her  prudent  management  her  little  fam¬ 
ily  has  been  kept  from  want.  Mary  Ann  was  her  eldest 
daughter  and  favorite  child- 

She,with  her  widowed  mother , feeble , 
old, 

And  poor, liv’d  in  a  cabin  near  this  beau 
teous  town. 

The  mother  had  endeavored  to  instill  into  her  child 
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the  principles  of  moral  rectitude  and  to  excite  her  to 
purity  of  conduct.  The  wants  of  the  family  rendered  a 
frequent  intercourse  with  the  town  lndispensible  ,  &  liar y 
Ann  was  often  sent, to  pucure  necessary  comforts , with  the 
avails  of  the  family  industry.  In  this  employment  she 
became  acquainted  with  a  young  man  whose  polite  atten¬ 
tions  made  way  her  unsuspecting  heart  and  soon  secured 
her  undivided  and  unalterable  affections 
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--Her  innocent  and  unreserved  encomimums  upon  this  per¬ 
son,  induced  the  mother  (  induced  )  to  attend  her  daugh¬ 
ter  in  the  disposal  of  the  next  roll  of  homespun  she  had 
to  part  with.-  The  old  lady  more  experienced  than  her 
daughter , thought  she  had  discovered  something  in  the 
manner  of  her  customer  that  she  could  not  approve  of, 
and  that  her  favorite  was  ventureing  upon  the  brink  of 
a  fatal  precipice , from  which  she  ought  instantly  to 
snatch  her.  As  soon  therefore  as  the  cloth  was  dispos¬ 
ed  of, she  told  her  daughter  of  her  dangerous  situation, 
and  forbade  her  again  ever  visiting  the  store.  The  poor 
girl  unsuppecting  the  generosity  and  goodness  of  one 
who  appeared  to  her  all  perfect  ion , thought  her  mother* e 
fears  unfounded  and  her  prohibition  unreasonable.  But 
considering  it  a  duty  to  be  as  she  always  had  been, 
obedient,  she  endeavored  to  conform  herself  to  maternal 
directions.  After  a  while  however .Mary  Ann  was  missing 
from  home, and  her  mother  with  tender  solicitude  and 
anxious  forebodings  ,  for  many  days  sought  her  sorrowing. 
At  length  she  was  found  at  a  house  not  far  from  town, 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  person  she  had  been  in¬ 
structed  to  avoid.  Distressed  and  almost  distracted  the 
mother  spent  her  days  in  ceaseless  sighs  and  unvailing 
tears A-  her  child- -her  darling  child  she  said  was  lost 
forever.  Sobs  and  tears  supplied  the  place  of  v/ords 
and  in  the  excess  of  her  anguish  the  old  lady  seemed  as 
if  her  heart* s  blood, would  stream  from  hr  eyes. 

Some  short  time  after, the  person  whose  affection 
and  friendship  Mary  Ann  supposed  she  had  permanently 
secured,  and  who  she  said, had  promised  to  make  her  his 
wife , 
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became  indifferent  towards  her, and  by  avoid  ing  her  so¬ 
ciety  called  forth  all  the  sensibilities  of  her  soul, 
and  filled  her  mind  with  inexpressible  agony-  She  sought 
her  friend  in  town, but  was  unable  to  obtain  an  interview 
with  him;  and  without  innocence  to  prop  her  fortitude, 
her  mental  powers  were  overcome  by  her  disappointment, 
and  she  became  wild  and  franc tic.-  Some  female  acquain¬ 
tances  kindly  undertook  to  return  her  to  her  mother, and 
having  placed  her  in  a  carriage , they  went  before  to  an¬ 
nounce  to  the  old  lady  the  object  of  their  visit.  ( Oh! 
now,  dear  reader,  prepare  to  shed  tears - H.H.)  When  in¬ 

formed  o.f  it, her  color  forsook  her  cheeks,  she  trembled 
and  bursting  into  tears  asked  how  she  could  receive  a 
child  whose  character  was  destroyed ;but  while  they  were 
in  conversation,  the  poor  unfortunate  Mary  Ann  was  brouglt 
to  the  door-and  when  her  mother  beheld  her  emaciated 
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form,  her  pallid  visage, and  her  wildly  staring  eye, 
she  forgot  her  resentment , and  clasped  her  in  her  arms 
cried  out--  0  my  child,  my  child,  my  lost  and  ruined 
child-- 

The  scene  which  followed , language  could  not  de¬ 
scribe;  the  tears  of  the  benevolent  females  who  had 
thus  united  the  family,  testified  that  they  felt  what 
they  could  not  express  on  this  occasion.  But  Mary  Ann 
poor  girl,  was  wholly  unconscious  of  the  feelings  of 
tehe  had  excited,  8c  at  times  would  ask  the  cause  of  tne 
sorrow  she  seemed  to  witness  ,and  declared  that  she  was 
happy,  very  happy  indeed.  She  was  then  told  that  she 
must"  now  stay  and  comfort  her  mother;  but  she  replied 
0  no,  I  cannot  stay  here,  I  must  go  to  my 
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friend,  my  dearest  friend;  I  cannot  stay  with  any  one 
else;  she  would  then  cry,-  and  rave,-  and  run, and  exhib¬ 
it  a  most  deplorable  state  of  insanity  and  .franctic 
wretchedness.  It  was  at  length  found  necessary  to  con¬ 
fine  her  as  her  delirium  in  a  few  days  increased  to  per¬ 
fect  madness.  Every  ray  of  reason  extinguished,  she 
would  tear  off  her  clothes ,bite  and  mangle  her  flesh, 
and  present  such  a  dreadful  spectacle  of  horrid  dis¬ 
traction  as  has  seldom  been , perhaps  never  exceeded. 

In  this  condition  she  continued  for  sometime, 
occasionally  calling  for  her  friend,  her  beloved  husban4 
and  then  again  would  rave  and  tear  her  shoulders  &  arms 
with  her  teeth.  At  length  death, the  friend  of  the  fried, 
less .kindly  came  to  her  relief , and  her  sufferings  and 
her  life  closed  together.  And  may  the  angel  of  pity 
consecrate  her  memory. 

This  plain  and  unadorned  narrative  of  facts  may 
sug  some  useful  ref lections , to  the  young  of  both  sexes, 
for  whose  sake  it  is  published.  To  one  it  shows , what 
all  experience  confirms,  that  no  dependence  should  be 
placed  on  pro  any  professions  of  regard  which  are  accom¬ 
panied  with  invitations  to  depart  from  duty;  and  to  the 
other  it  presents  some  of  the  consequences  which  may 
follow  from  an  unfeeling  triumph  over  unsuspecting  in¬ 
nocence.  And  for  the  consideration  of  both  it  may  be 
added, that  at  the  dread  tribunal  of  justice,  and  before 
(an  awful)  a  Judge  who  is  no  respecter  of  per sons, the 
injured  &  the  injurer,the  betrayed  &  the  betrayer  must 
hereafter  appear  ;  &  happy  will  those  be, who  are  prepared 
for  the  eventful  interview. 
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After  reading  the  foregoing-  went  to  Mr  Atwood’s 
to  get  a  gallon  of  cider-brandy.  I  did  not  go  into  the 
house  but  seeing  a  young  lady  spinning  near  a  window  the 
lower  sash  of  which  was  thrown  up,  asked  her  three  times 
if  Mr.  Atwood  was  at  home  ?  and  received  no  reply  from 
my  dear  little  modest  spinster,  who  was  happily  reliev¬ 
ed  from  her  extreme  and  delicate  state  of  hesitancy, 
which  no  doubt .proceeded  from  the  high  venration  in 
which  she  held  pure  feminine  modesty,  by  her  sister  |rs 
Gaines , who  informed  me  he  was  not  at  home.  My  young 
damsel  was  again  thrown  into  a  dreadful  situation  by 
being  under  the  necessity  of  going  with  me  to  draw  the 
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cider  brandy  which  was  kept  in  the  corn  house  where 
the  poor  girl  was  still  further  mortified  in  being 
obliged  to  step  up  a  very  long  step  to  raise  herself 
on  to  the  threshold  of  the  door.  I  got  my  brandy  and 
came  safe  home.  Gathered  apples  along  with  friend  Ira; 
father  was  busy  with  Mr.  Palmer  &  Mr.  Dewey 

A  pleasant , flying  cloudy  day -  Wind  N.W. 

Friday, Sept  27th.  We  were  very  busy  about  our 
potatoes  harvest.*  As  much  engaged  as  I  was  with  the 
work,  I  was  foolish  enough  to  indulge  myself  in  fanci¬ 
ful  dreams  of  the  pleasure  I  should  enj  oy  in  the  evening 
at  Mr.  House’s  among  my  young  friends  who  were  to  assem¬ 
ble  there  in  the  evening.  However  the  matter  took  a 
different  coloring  at  night  ;  for  on  coming  out  the  field 
I  found  friend  Locke  in  a  fever  to  get  our  waggon  to 
convey  the  ladies  in, to  the  place  of  rendervous ,  where 
he  said  a  ball  would  be  opened , which ,  was  news  indeed  to 
me  and  not  being  a  dancer-a  hack  coming  up  filled  with 
cousins-  very  much  stag- 
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gered  me  with  respect  to  the  evening  entertainment. 

Locke  flew  round  in  great  agitation-assisted  by  his 
friend  Bovee--  had  his  horse  and  waggon  ready  in  a 
trice  and  drove  off  with  his  ladies  in  triumph.  In  my 
usual  dronish  celerity  I  equipped  myself  with  my  best 
and  with  no  other  company  than  a  flute  found  my  way  to 
House’s  tavern.  I  entered  the  ball-chamber  and  seated 
myself .without  taking  an  active  part  in  anything  for 
some  time.  Mr.  John  Horton  and  his  lady  (or  his  lady 
apparent)  sat  down  near  me  seemingly  more  pleased  in 
social , undisturbed , easy .agreeably-detached  company-all 
the  conversation  being  mostly  between  them-  and  they 
well  pleased;  in  appearance .with  each  other-  than  in 
ther  noisy, bustling  business  of  dancing;  however  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  they  acted  a  conspicious  part 
on  the  floor.  Went  down  stairs  with  Mr.  Pumroy  Smith 
and  entertained  myself  and  him  with  ordinary  music- 
In  the  chamber  again, and  am  requested  to  bring  in  my 
flute  which  I  did, but  could  assist  Mr.  Jordan, the  musi¬ 
cian,  only  in  sounding  which  I  followed  up  so  vigorously 
as  to  rob  myself  of  almost  all  my  breathing  timber. 

When  not  engaged  in  that  way  I  was  either  conversing 
with  some  friend  or  gazing  at  the  performers  in  whom 
on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  respecting  the  motion  of 
the  legs  and  feet  I  could  discover  much  multif ormity- 
but  they  beat  the  time  regularly  enough-  one  felt  him¬ 
self  as  good  as  another-  so  it  all  went  well.  My  friend 
Mr.  Edmund  Locke  who  had  been  heretofore  one  the  fore¬ 
most  in  every  assemblage  if  young  people  at  which  he 
happened  to  be  present  (  and  it  was  a  rare  occurance 
if  he  was  not  )  I  found  in  a  sober , calm, steady  mood 
like  a  person  about  to  quit 
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juvenile  scenes  of  life  and  assume  the  gravity  of  a 
more  advanced  age.  I  had  but  little  conversation  with 
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the  ladies  who  I  dare  say  regretted  it  as  little. 

Low  this  is  the  first  regular  ball  I  have  attended 
these  ten  years-  I  say  attended-  I  ought  rather  to  say 
witnessed  for,  I  was  not  a  member  but  merely  a  spectator 
and  therefore  cannot  be  expected  to  give  a  nice  descrip¬ 
tion  of  it;  I  will  only  notice  one  manoeuvre.  They 
danced  “The  Irish  Washerwoman”  intermingled  with  a  march 
which  would  have  appeared  very  graceful  had  it  been  ac£ 
curately  performed.  Although  I  was  in  a  lively  well- 
regulated  company  and  personally  acquainted  from  my 
youth  with  most  of  them  and  well  treated  by  them, yet 
was  I  so  foolish,  whimsical  or  whatever  it  may  be  term¬ 
ed,  as  to  suffer  some  very  melancholy  thoughts  to  steal 
into  my  heart  which  I  am  not  learned  enough  to  express. 
They  closed  their  ball  between  one  and  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing-  and  in  my  estimation-  though  it  was  suddenly  con¬ 
vened  and  composed  of  no  more  than  11  couples  # — 
was  nevertheless  something  which  yielded  no  small  degree 
of  exhilarating , innocent ,unsullied  pleasure  to  every 
person  of  the  uarty.  Returning  home  I  had  company  to 
Mr.  Mellen’ s  which  was  nowise  disagreeable  nor  without 
entertainment  but  just  such  as  I  like  except  being  of 
my  own  sex;  and  could  that  have  been  otherwise  perhaps 
it  might  have  been  the  wrong  person  in  which  case  I 
should  have  suited  myself  no  better  than  to  be  content¬ 
ed  with  my  friend  Henry  Mellen* s  company.  Vide  p.  317. 
Two,  ladies  placed  at  the  end  of  the  9th  line  of  that 
page  were  not  present.  My  eldest  sister  was  invited  but 
could  not  attend. 

Warm  pleasant  weather--  Wind  S. 


% 

*--  Exclusive  of  three  gent’s  without  partners. 
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Saturday, Sept  28th.  Ror  several  hours  in  the  morning 

I  was  extremely  dejected  and  down-hearted-  I  could  not 
rid  myself  of  it  in  any  manner  whatever.  I  seemed  to 
myself  a  di sappointed , f orsaken, spiritless--torpid  being; 
destitute  of  every  social  virtue  or-  feeling-  and  behold 
me  in  this  unpleasant  mood  placed  at  the  breakfast-table 
(  for  before  I  was  summoned  there  I  was  not  seen  by  the 
young  ladies  ) amongst  my  Williamstown  cousins,  the 
sprightliness  of  whose  countenances  —  (on  the  part  of 
the  other  sex  3  in  Ho.)  and  innocent  gaiety  of  their 
conversation  might  have  roused  almost  any  other  person 
from  apathy  but  the  subject  of  those  barbarous  lines. 

I  know  I  appeared  like  a  novice  to  these  people-  I  was 
as  shy  of  the  girls  as  if  they  had  just  landed  from  a 
journey  from  the  celestial  regions-an^  had  no  conver¬ 
sation  with  them  only  as  it  accidentally  took  place 
while  I  was  exposing  my  ignorance  to  them  of  the  art  of 
playing  on  the  flute.  They  had  been  on  a  journey  to 
Hinesburgh  and  were  returning  home.  Their  name  was 
Smedley  except  a  Miss  Wheelock  who  accompanied  them.  With 
the  young  men-  Adna  and  Levi-  I  had  some  opportunity  but 
i. fancied  myself  a  cold  indifferent  guest  in  their  es¬ 
timation;  and  I  believe  they  were  glad  when  they  were 
seated  in  the  carriage  and  swiftly  moving  away  from  such 
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insipid  trash  as  they  found  amongst, and  about  the 
Harwoods . 

C  that  ball  !  What  a  continual  rattling  it  made 
in  my  head  all  day.  My  wicked  imagination  was  crowded 
with  figures, the  music  of  a  violin  and  a  thousand  whim¬ 
sical  notions  of  as  little  importance  till  I  slept. 

We  finished  digg.  potatoes  and  our  cider-mill  was 
ready.  Cloudy— wind  S. 

Jto  move  again-  See  p.  321-Sept  26. 
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Sunday, Sept  29th.  Ah  !  my  dear  journal  how  close  I  did 
hug  thee  and  what  evident  marks  thou  exhibitest  of  hav¬ 
ing  received  the  clownish  embraces  of  an  unlearned, 
clumsy  penman  who  w rites  unconscious  of  his  unpardonable 
ana  most  egregious  ignorance  !  — Attended  a  thin  con¬ 

ference  at  Mrs  Hinman’ s  where  Judge  Rob’n  had  the  New 
Jerusalem,  the  Millennium  and  other  great  things  to 
speak  of.  With  Mellen  Mr.  Henry  walked  to  Mr.  Shoals’ - 
got  Mather’s  Collection-  went  to  Mr.  Mellen’ s-  read 
Fletcher’s  defence  of  the  Bible--  some  part  of  the  6th 
Chap,  of  Genesis  and  came  home  very  much  dissatisfied 
with  my  walk  not  having  found  that  phantom  which  I  so 
eagerly  pursued.  Father  and  mother  visited  Mr.  Duncan 
who  was  in  a  very  dangerous  situation  occasioned  by  a 
swelling  on  the  under  part  of  his  jaw  or  on  the  side  of 
his  neck-  I  do  not  know  which.  Ira  brought  Mrs  Stone 
from  Ho o sack. 

Lowery  and  muddy-  wind  N.W.  Cool. 

Monday, Sept  30th.  Gathered  apples.  Ihe  weather 

was  gloomy  and  so  was  my  mind.  High  w’d.  N.W. 


(Written  on  back  cover  ) 

Crrrected  from  n.  161  Beef-1810  (lib  1129 — Sold  325) 
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HIRAM  HARWOOD  *  S 


ROYAL  RECORDS 
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Tuesday,  October  lot.  I  attended  training.  In  the  morning  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  a  very  unexpected  quar 
ter  -  from  Mr  Horman  Judd  dated  Romo,  R.Y.,Sept  10th.  See  p  8  where 
It  is  copied  at  large. 

The  company  having  maneuvered  and  marched  awhile, Copt.  Blackmer 
proposed  to  them  to  dismiss  half  an  hour, which  they  were  to  decide  by 
vote, and  accordingly  it  was  negativod.  But  a  part  of  the  company  not 
understanding  the  matter, and  the  officers  feeling  the  gnawings  of  emp¬ 
ty  stomachs, commanded  in  the  affirmative.  During  this  interval  I 
wrote  a  short  letter  to  Mr  James  G.  Harwood  of  Troy.  When  the  company 
had  refreshed  themselves  suf 
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fiiently  they  assembled  again  end  remained  under  arms  till  near  sunset 
and  were  dismissed.  Our  music  was  good  -  Mr  eleg  Millii  gton,  Mr  Isaiah 
A.IIendryx  and  Mr  Samuel  H.  Blackmer  -  fifers.  Mr  rectus  Severence  end 
Mr  Franklin  Blackmer, drummers,  I  saw  near  the  close  of  the  day  a 
shocking  instance  of  intoxication  in  a  boy  9  or  ten  years  of  age  -  named 
Justus  dimick.  He  was  totally  helpless  &  senseless.  I  posted  away 
down  to  Capt  Mortons  without  going  home  to  take  supper  partly  on  ac¬ 
count  of  sending  ray  letter  by  Capt.  N.  to  Troy  and  partly  on  another 
account.  Iwas  there  more  than  an  hour  and  was  entertained  or  rather 
disgusted  with  the  foibles  and  silly  pranks  of  a  profligate  Irishman. 
With  other  young  people  I  wont  to  Mr  Fred'k  Jewetts, and  after  being 
there  sometime  piping  for  them  to  dance  a  little; finding  nothing  very 
pleasing  or  now  came  home, having  Mr  S  H  Blackmer  for  company  as  far  as 
Mr  Parsons.  -  Wrote  a  few  lines  and  went  to  rost.  That  evg  took  for 
fath'r  §5.25  of  Capt  Merton  and  §1  of  Mr  N.Mellin. 

A  cold  frosty  morning  -  cold, day  &  evo'g.  Wind  north-west. 

Wednesday, October  2nd.  Engaged  in  making  cider.  A  chilly  morning  -  a 

warm  day  -  Wind  S 
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Thursday,  October  3rd.  Were  away  attending  to  cider-affairs.  Good 

weather  -  Wind, I  dont  know  where. 

Friday, October  4th.  e  again  made  cider.  Father  had  an  errand  in 

town  on  which  I  must  unavoidably  go  in  the  eve¬ 
ning, but  as  it  materially  altered  a  plan  of  mine, I  determined  to  elude 
it  if  I  could,  I  thought  myself  very  fortunate  in  finding  a  boy  who 
willingly  undertook  the  expedition.  Taking  Lord  Lyttletons  Letters, 
music  books  and  two  flutes, I  went  to  Capt  Mortons', in  order  to  hold  a 
kind  of  concert.  Of  that  was  however  disappointed, friend  Luman  being 
busy  in  his  shop  till  past  nine  o'clock.  On  first  entering  the  houso  I 
fell  into  conversation  with  Capt  U  on  the  prevalence  of  drunkenness  in 
society.  I  asked  him  if  he  did  not  think  the  evil  a  growing  one?  He 
said  he  did, end  then  mentioned  a  piece  in  "The  Washingt onion"  on  the 


. 


t 


l 


\ 


t 


\ 


J-  . 


-  i 


< 


\ 


■v 


t 


k  / 


i 


subject  -  from  the  pen  of  Dr  Rush  -  which  attributed  almost  every  ca¬ 
lamity  in  the  community  to  it.  Ho  thought  the  production  a  very  fine 
one.  Being  fond  of  music  (as  he  certainly  must  be, to  have  patience 
with  my  wheezing, missing  creaking)  he  requested  me  to  oblige  him  with  a 
few  tunes.  I  complied.  When  tho  G  and  E  stand  was  brought  up,j  had  the 
impAdence  to  seat  myself  by  it  and  place  thereon  a  huge  volume  of  music 
and  to  stun  thoir  ears  with  rar.ng- 
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ling  some  excellent  pieces.  I  dropt  this  negative  amusement  and  took  up 
Lord  Lyttloton.  Was  interrupted  by  a  young  gentleman  and  lady  being  in¬ 
troduced  by  Hiss  H.Mellin  to  the  ladies..  Hatters  being  settled, resumed 
my  reading  again  -  leaving  the  conversation  free  and  clear  without  en¬ 
cumbering  it  v/ith  my  rustic  dullness  and  phlegmatic  stiffness.  Capt  N. 
once  more  requested  music, and  I  shivered  it  out  as  handsomely  as  my  abil 
itioa  would  allow  me  to, receiving  in  return  complimentary  unsolicited 
praises.  I  saw  something  in  that  young  lady  which  completely  won  me  in 
her  favor.  She  was  af fable, liboly, without  saying  too  much, agreeable 
without  affectation, and  sensible  without  ostentation.  The  young  man  was 
sociable, intelligent  and  modest.  If  I  cm  myself  not  rt  all  calculated  to 
form  aningrodient  in  such  an  agreeable  composition  as  was  formed  at  this 
house  that  evening;  I  must  sa $  I  fre.uent  no  company  more  pleasing  to  me. 
I  love  domestic  retirement.  I  love  to  sec  a  man  sit  down  quietly  in  the 
bosom  of  an  enlightened, industrious  family.-  at  night  after  discharging 
his  duty  to  himself  and  them, in  his  particular  vocation  -  where  he  en¬ 
joys  the  only  happiness  this  sublunary  world  can  afford.  I  think  I  saw 
an  instance  of  the  kind  this  evening. 

The  young  people  having  dispersed, I  gathered  up  my  apparatus  to  depart, 
but  was  hindered  by  friend  Luman  with  whom  I  played  two  or  3  marches 
reaching  homo  between  10  &  11.  The  ev'g  was  very  warm. 
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Saturday,  October  5th  My  parents  went  to  ilmington.  Finished  read¬ 
ing  Lyttleton's  Letters  in  the  evening  and  con¬ 
versed  with  cousin  Ruth  on  the  Day  of  Judgement  in  3uch  a  way  as  to  raise 
my  ideas  to  such  a  pitch  as  caused  my  blood  to  prickle  in  my  veins. 

Sunday,  October  6th.  Spent  in  writing  wicked  composition  -  wicked  con 

forence  with  ramuel  H.  Blacknor  whom  I  had  prom¬ 
ised  I  would  meet  and  spend  the  day  in  musical  conceit, but  afterwards 
agreeing  to  wave  the  matter  till  another  time  on  account  of  my  being 
closely  engaged  with  my  pen  -  receiving  from  him  an  account  of  a  lato 
Camp-meeting  he  had  visited  in  Hoocack.  Mr  B.  on  his  way  hone  called  and 
took  Mother's  collection  of  music.  Vide  Join.  W.  1  p  261 
Capt  Whipple  and  his  lady  arrived  from  Sunderland. 

Monday,  October  7th.,  Swift  the  boat  of  physicians  cider  was, a  quanti¬ 
ty  of  it, put  a  running.  Capt  Whipple  said  while 
breakfasting, my  old  grandfather  had  labor'd  hard  to  gain  his  property 
which  probably  would  descend  to  me  and  exhorted  me  «»d  to  stick  by  it  as 
long  long  as  there  was  a  Harwood  living.  In  tho  morning  my  thoughts  in¬ 
voluntarily  strolled  over  the  pages  I  had  composed  the  preceding  day  in 
the  latter  part  of  Vol  2nd  where  I  discovered  such  a  cloud  of  errors  as 
made  me  esteeem  myself  loss  than  insignif icant.  My  mind  is  usually  ex¬ 
ercised  for  several  hours  on  my  composition  I  have  been  making  -  if  it 
be  of  any  length  and  importance.  Importance  -  did  I  say  -  then  I'l 
qualify  it  -  importance  in  the  sense  I  take  the  subject. 


6 

Mr  Hyde  the  cabinet  maker  brought  us  a  pine  case  to  our  wooden  clock  - 


price  $5.  -  See  March  18th  1811.  Mis  Theodosia  Montague  ,a  vivifying 
little  animal  spent  the  evening  with  us. 

Tuesday,  October  8th.  Swift’s  cidor  occupied  out  attention.  Commenced 

writing  a  letter  to  Mr  Uewman  Judd.  Hot  far  fra 
from  midnight, sleep  having  deserted  me, I  put  on  my  clothes  and  marched 
off  towards  granny  Hinmans  -  down  through  p-  rsono  hollow  -  back  again  to 
a  certain  point  on  tho  road  W  of  P's  house  where  I  was  seated  a  long  timo 
blowing  out  tunes.  Returned  to  bed  and  rested  gloriously. 

Wednesday,  October  9th.,  I  wished  my  father  at  home.  I  felt  my  incompe¬ 
tent  judgment  in  assisting  in  the  direction  of 
affairs.  The  wearher  was  very  warm  and  Messrs  Godfrey  &  Dowey  who  had 
agreed  to  make  a  quantity  of  cider  on  shares, came  up  from  Algiers  in  the 
morning  with  an  intention  of  going  into  the  business  (their  apples  being 
ready)  if  the  weather  would  permit.  But  they  thought, and  Ira  &  too, that 
it  was  too  warm, but  we  were  afraid  to  order  otherwise  lest  it  should  be 
contrary  to  my  father's  will.  It  was  finally  refei’red  to  tho  old  gentle¬ 
man,  who  decided  affirmatively;  they  behaved  themselves  accordingly.  My 
venerable  grandfather  felt  himself  the  guardian  and  preceptor  of  all  tho 
inhabitants  within  his  little  procints, leaving  nothing  to  the  discretion 
of  his  juniors.  He  ordered  us  on  a  service  which  I  eery  much  disliked 
which  was  to  draw  a  load  of  cornstalks  out  the  field  into  which  we  could 
not  go  with  the  team 
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but  were  obliged  to  go  jambing  and  jostling  about  hither  and  thither  to 
bring  them  out  by  hand  to  the  edge  of  the  field  to  be  loaded.  He  partic¬ 
ipated  the  pleasures  of  the  expedition  himself  andwas  contented  with  a 
single  load.  I  had  but  little  travelling  to  do,boin(  appointed  loader. 
Father  and  Mother  arrived  from  v,ilmington  in  the  P  M.  The  former  had 
been  sicl  while  absent.  Added  a  few  linos  to  my  letter  to  Judd. 

Thursday,  October  10th  /bout  4  o'clock  in  tho  morning  I  was  called  up 

by  Mis3  Ruth  Harwood  for  whom  I  caught  a  horse 
and  equipt  it  for  her  to  ride  to  the  N  part  of  the  town  to  carry  a  let¬ 
ter  which  she  had  written  to  a  friend  to  whom  it  was  to  be  convoyed  by 

people  who  were  going  a  journoy  to  her  residence.  In  tho  act  of  catch¬ 
ing  the  horse  I  played  on  my  flute, which  yielded  no  more  tlrnn  ordinary 
pleasure  except  in  one  instance, which  was  the  agreeable  reverberation 
it  produced  while  I  stood  about  CG  rods  S  of  tho  barn  &  opposito  there¬ 
to.  I  retired  into  my  chamber  and  finished  writing  my  letter  begun  on 
the  8th  -  contained  3  pages  -  Vide  p.8 

fSy  stars, into  what  dreadful  perturbation  was  ray  father's  mind  thrown  this 
morning  on  account  of  Ruth's  being  absent  with  one  of  the  horses.  It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  do  anything  like  describing  it.  A  jade,  substituted 
for  the  ho roe, be longing  to  Mr  P. being  called  for  by  him  was  stripped  of 
harness  and  given  up;  his  Algerine  friends  had  borrowed  one  of  hie  three 
horses  the  night  before  and  did  not  make  their  appearance  on  the  ground 
till  late  in 

1811  8 

the  morning-  his  eider, working  violently, and  being  very  desirous  to  car¬ 
ry  it  off  to  the  distillery, worked  his  mind  up  to  the  highest  possible 
pitch  of  enthusiastic  rage  which  was, however, happily  assuaged  on  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Algerines  and  the  departure  of  his  cid'r.  Hiss  Ruth  re¬ 
turned  from  tho  N  about  noon  having  mado  a  ,uiot  and  agreeable  visit. 

Very  different  had  it  been, could  she  have  known  tho  situation  in  which 
I  stood  on  her  account. 

Friday,  October  11th  I  borrowed  a  little  book  of  Dr  Swift’s  lady, 

entitled  'Coolebs  in  search  of  a  if o'  and  had 
my  letter  to  Hr  Judd  put  into  the  P. Office.  Here  follows  his  letter 
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mentioned  p. first. 

Rome,  K.York,  Sept  11th  1811 

Deer  Sir 

In  hauling  over  my  papers  thisevening  between  the  hours  of  ten  and 
eleven,!  happened  to  pick  up  a  scrap  of  paper  which  was  torn  in  two 
about  half  way,tc  which  was  affixed  the  name  of  Hiram  Harwood.  It  im¬ 
mediately  occurred  to  me  whether  or  no  I  had  ever  returned  on  answer; 
on  further  reflection  it  appeared  I  had  not.  /nd  so  the  old  saying  is 
'better  lato  than  never"  after  begging  (asking)  pardon  for  my  negli¬ 
gence  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  an  answer. 

My  situation  since  I  left  Bennington  has  been  such  that  I  hove  made  but 
little  improvement, progress, in  the  art3  end  sciences  &e  you  will  readi¬ 
ly  perceive  after  perusing  this. 

Fortune  has  played  many  a  serious  prank  with 
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me  since  I  have  done  business  for  myself.  Fire  and  storm  have  instan¬ 
taneously  swept  away  a  thousand  dollars  of  my  hand-savings.  This  was 
done  on  the  4th  of  Au  ust  1809, at  about  three  of  the  clock  in  the  AM. 
The  fire  broke  out  and  in  15  minutes  -  my  houso, shop, tools, furniture, 
clothing  etc  were  almost  wholly  destroyed, and  our  family  (like  that  of 
old  /dams*  before  he  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit)  left  naked  in  the 
street.  I  am  however  pursu&ded  that  whatever  h&ppeneflh  is  right, nnd 
that  we  ought  not  to  complain  of  the  dispensations  of  Providence  -  as 
caith  the  Oracle  of  Wisdom  time  and  chance  happen  unto  all  men. 

I  removed  as  far  west  as  Geneva  -  did  not  like  the  country  -  took 
a  retrograde  move  os  far  as  this  village, whore  for  the  present  I  make 
a  stand, and  am  at  work  making  ware.  I  have  made  two  kilns  the  last  of 
which  is  now  ready  to  burn. 

X  have  travelled  to  and  fro  thru  the  country  -  to  find, I  hardly 
know  what, or  otherwise,©,  better  place  -  spent  much  money, timo  and  horse 
flesh  to  no  purpose.  I  am  satisfied  with  this  country, that  it  is  no 
better  than  that  which  I  come  from.  I  have  paid  all  my  debts  and  sat 
down  in  peace  and  none  to  say  "pay  me  that  thou  o\7eet". 

human  and  John, I  believe, have  forgotten  me, as  I  cannot  get  an 
answer  from  them. 
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Remember  me  to  them; tell  them  there  exists  such  a  person, at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  whose  name  is  the  undersigneds, and  that  I  should  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive  a  line  from  thorn.  I  am  making  calculations  to  make  them  a  visit 
in  the  month  of  October, if  no  new  accident  happeneth. 

Be  not  discouraged  -  read  on, remembering  at  the  same  time, that  all 
things  have  an  end. 

I  am  in  company  with  one  John  Bernard.  My  shop  stands  on  the  bank 
of  the  Canal  which  unites  Mohawk  river  with  Hood  Creek.  The  country 
round  about  is  excellent  for  grain.  Derries  are  nothing, compared  with 
those  of  Vermont.  Manufactories  of  glass, cotton  and  woolen  cloth, are 
in  a  prosperous  train.  The  Genesee  country  I  should  like, were  it  not 
for  the  badness  of  the  water.  Ho  other  than  rain-wator  will  wash  at 
all.  0  yes, there  is  another  important  objection:-  there  is  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  mud-tinkors  than  in  Vermont.  The  end  is  not  yet 
come. 

Give  ray  respects  to  Uncle  Horton’s  family,  to  your  father's,  Ira 
fee.  If  you  will  v/rite  that  I  may  receive  it  within  six  woek3  from  the 
date  of  this, you  will  oblige  me.  "/hat  progress  do  Luman  end  John 
make  in  this  world?  and  what  their  employment? 

Your  friend, 

Norman  Judd 


Mr  Hiram  Hrrwood 
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Saturday,  October  12th  The  weather  from  the  4th  up  to  thio  day  was 

uniformly  warm  -  sometimes  fair  and  sometimes 
cloudy.  We  pu  up  our  winter’s  Gupply  of  fruit. 

Sunday,  October  13th  I  stuck  so  near  my  books  all  day  so  not  to  give 

myself  time  for  slicking  up  till  evening  -  I 
then  had  a  beerd  13  days  old  taken  off.  I  had  a  right  down  good  read¬ 
ing  visit  with  ray  friend  Luman  Horton  end  his  lady  C celebs  was  our 
preacher.  His  brother  John  &  Mr  Levi  Jewett  v/ere  two  of  the  hearers. 

Ho  other  attended. 

Monday,  October  14th. ,  Mr  Edmund  T.  Locke  laid  a  hearth  for  Mr  Ira 

Harwood.  Was  at  the  house  of  Mr  Samuel  Loomis 
in  the  evening  paring  apples  and  doing  a  little  in  the  line  of  piping 
in  a  little  convivial  band  whose  names  follow:-  Hr  I.  Morton  Jr,  Mr 
Levi  Jewett,  Hr  Henry  Mellon,  Hr  N  R  Locke,  Hr  Gideon  House,  ?ir  Jesse 
Loomis,  Hisses  Persis  Smith,  (Hiss)  Harriot  Mellen,  Laura  Horton  and 
Clarissa  Loomis  -  Staid  lato  -  wished  I  had  been  at  hone  with  Coelebs  - 
Ah  -  that  bool:  do  I  like. 

Tuesday,  October  15th  Convoyed  to  Me  E  Waters  a  few  bushels  of  win¬ 
ter  apples.  Found  his  lady  surrounded  with  4 
little  children, two  of  which  were  her  v/idowed  sisters  -  absent  at  this 
time  on 
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a  journey  -  all  whimpering, prating, running  &  jumping, keeping  the  woman 
in  continual  watchfulness  and  vexatious  agitation.  I  thought  this  ex¬ 
hibited  a  cad, gloomy  picture  of  matrimonial  happiness.  Merciful  Prov- 
dence,  must  I  ever  come  to  this?  I  had  another  view  of  the  same  pic¬ 
ture.  Ih  another  part  of  the  house  lay  Mr  Erastus  Sever ens  confined 
to  his  bed  by  sickness, and  kindly  nursed  by  a  snug, handsome  little  wife 
In  the  one  case  I  saw  the  galling  inconveniences  of  marriage, in  the 
other  the  beneficial  effects  of  it. 

Wednesday,  October  16th  Swift’s  cider  was  on  the  carpet.  My  father 

requested  mo  to  write  an  order  for  Mr  Timothy 
Palmer  on  (Merchant)  Strong's  store.  However, thinking  to  accommodate 
him, as  I  thoight, wrote  it  thus: 

Bennington,  October  16th  1811 

Sir.  Please  to  let  the  bearer, Mr  Tim'y  palmer, have  on  dollar  and 
(fifty  cents  in  goods  out  of  your  store  and  charge  the  same  to  me 

Benj'n  Harwood. 

I  put  it  in  thio  form  that  he  might  go  to  any  store, but  I  apprehend  it 
exposes  my  ignorance  in  transacting  business. 

Hot  long  after  dark  I  went  to  Hr  Parsons'  to  exchange  borrowed 
books  with  ?v!iss  R.  Cutler.  I  acted  a  little  singular.  Having  waited 
till  she  had  fin- 
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ished  her  supper  I  tept  her  on  the  shoulder, telling  her  I  had  some¬ 
thing  to  say  to  her  privately.  She  followed  mo  to  tho  foot  of  the 
stairs, which  I  proposed  ascending, like  an  idiot, in  tho  dark, before  I 
did  my  errand, and  actually  paced  upward  to  the  broad  stair, before  I 
thought  of  tho  impropriety  of  the  maneuvro.  Tho  little  girl  stept 
back  and  got  a  light  end  v/ith  me  entered  the  upper  kitchen  where  I  de¬ 
livered  unto  her  the  first  vol.  of  "An  old  friend  with  a  new  face”  and 
demanded  a  book  which  she  borrowed  of  me  in  Kov.  1810, but, after  rumag- 
ing  her  trunk  she  told  me  it  was  at  I.E. Robinson's  -  would  got  it  and 
return  it  soon.  If  it  were  damaged  any, I  being  so  nice  about  my  books, 
she  supposed  I  Yvould  kill  her.  I  told  her  no  -  I  only  wanted  my  book 
again, not  caring  to  have  it  in  haste,  it  would  all  pass  well  enough, 
because  it  was  a.  book  I  liked  very  much.  I  parted  with  the  lady  hand¬ 
somely  and  went  my  way. 


kf  - 


'  ; 


. 


i 

*  • 


- 


r  _ 


■ 


, 


* 


. 


...  : 


. 


■ 

*  -  % 


: 


'  ~ 


- 


y  -  , 


. 


t  * 

;  j  ' . 


.  a  - 


f 


i  - 

'  •  .. 

♦ 

. 


VJ  -  ..  . 


,  ^9  ■ 

■ 

. 


, 

•  , 


- 


♦  . 


-  i  «  • 


j  . 


r 

t 

<  ■ 


*, 


*  -*.  . .  .1 


•» 


■  : 

;■  •  ...  t  *  \ 

•>  *  -  >'  V  '  -  •  *  **  * 


... 

• ,  •  -  .  . 

•  * 

* 


# 

9 


Thursday,  October  17th.,  Father  was  unwell  &  felt  as  if  the  whole  world 

were  tumbling  in  pieces  about  his  ears.  He 
very  candidly  and  dispassionately  lectured  me  on  my  careless, indolont, 
thoughtless, indulgent , ill-regulated  manner  of  life:  which  almost  deter¬ 
mined  me  to  keep  on, without  attempting  to  turn  either  to  the  right  hand 
or  to 
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the  left, in  the  cold, gloomy, solitary, silent  path  of  celibacy.  I  was 
greatly  depressed  in  my  mind. 

Friday,  October  18th.,  1  don’t  think  I  should  say  anything  about  this 

day, had  wo  not  feegun  our  fall  harvest  and  had 
not  a  Dewey  &  Godfrey, tv/o  brave  Algerines, made  cider  at  our  press. 

Saturday,  October  19th.,  It  is  something  worth  remarking  how  highly  de¬ 
lighted  and  ploasod  my  grandfather  was  in  gather 
ing  apples  in  his  young  orchard, which  he  had  planted  and  cultivated  in 
his  old  age.  Ho  would  not  spare  time  to  go  home  to  dine, but  had  his 
dinner  brought  to  him.  A  stranger, named  Ephrohim  Felton, belonging  to  a 
town  near  B land fcrd, Mass. ,  tarried  all  night  with  us.  A  sociable  em¬ 
bargo  fellow  between  30  &  40. 

Sunday,  October  20th.,  The  S.  wind  blew  violently  till  about  3  in 

the  P.M.  Veered  about  N.W,  and  brought  on  a 

furious  storm  of  rain. 

My  good  friend  3am*l  H.Blackmer  made  me  a  genteol  visit.  I  fur¬ 
nished  him  with  books  and  kept  about  my  writing.  He  related  over  parts 
of  ,'neient  History  which  he  had  read  which  made  me  sensible  of  my  ig¬ 
norance  in  that  as  well  as  other  branches  of  literature.  Few  young 
people  of  his  age  and  opportunity  are  so 
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well  read  as  ho  is.  I  was  in  a  slovenly  habit. 

Monday,  October  21st.,  Heeds  only  to  be  noticed  on  account  of  the 

coldness  of  the  morning  and  fecod  management  of 
affairs  wh  ch  was  in  some  measure  owing  to  an  addition  of  strength 
in  the  person  of  Mr  W.  Waterman. 

Tuesday,  October  22nd.,  Complained  of  by  my  father  for  inattention  to 

business.  Then  1  went  to  drive  off  a  flock  of 
sheep  from  the  wheat-field  I  enjoyed  a  sweet  solitary  march  in  the 
forest. 

Wednesday, October  23rd.,  Completed  the  23rd  year  of  my  age.  Had  kept  a 

Diary  one  year  during  which  period  I  had  attend 
ed  public  worship  seven  whole  sabbaths  and  five  half  days;  had  read 
’’Deters  on  courtship  and  Marriage”, a  few  pages  in  ’Practical  Philoso¬ 
phy,  a  part  of  "Hudibrac" , studied  Murrays*  Grammar, read  several  numbers 
of  ’’The  Spectator’ ."Weekly  /mora”  , 'Grendpre * s  Voyage”, now  and  then  a 
chapter  in  the  "Oracles  of  Truth", two  Vols.  of  ’’Hob’s  /merica” ,”Lyttle- 
tons  Letters”, and  partly  read  through  "Gil  Bias”, was  at  this  time  en¬ 
gaged  with  'Goelebs  in  search  of  a  T/lf e” .  Had  collected  between  fifty 
and  sixty  pieces  of  music  which  with  my  Journal  had  occupied  my  atten¬ 
tion  a  very  considerable  part  of  my  leisure  time.  Made  one  journey  of 
fifty  miles, the  longest  I  had 
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ever  performed  in  my  life, and  another  of  twenty  miles  -  Had  entertained 
thoughts  of  becoming  one  of  Hymcn’3  Votaries” , but  was  very  fortunately 
and  happily  elected  to  serve  in  another  capacity  wwhile  longer.  'With¬ 
out  enjoying  much  pleasure  therefrom, had  spent  a  few  evenings  in  compa¬ 
ny  with  young  people  of  my  age  and  acquaintance  who  held  one  ball  at 
which  I  was  present.  That  which  had  afforded  me  the  moat  pleasure  and 


amusement,  was, reading  &  music, end  sometimes  having  a  little  colloquial 
chat  with  a  sister, cousin  or  anyone  whom  I  took  to  be  a  friend.  I  could 
very  well, many  times, relish  solitude  enlivened  with  music.  Of  songs  I 
knew  none  -  A  slow  reader  and  dull  companion.  One  book  had  engrossed  my 
attention  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year , v/hichnie  not  mentioned  on  the 
preceding  page.-  "Universal  History  rpitomizod1'.  I  say  engrossed  my  at¬ 
tention,  $hy  not  say,  that  had  sometimes  caught  my  attention”, for  I  had 
certainly  too  criminally  neglected  it.  I  laid  up  the  first  apple  cheese 
on  that  day, which  I  had  ever  built.  It  belonged  to  Dr  Swift  -  0  no  - 
no, no,  to  Mr  Parson’s  I  mean. 

Thursday, October  24th  Finished  writing  a  letter  to  Mr  Jonas  Harwood 

of  Kopkinton,  II. Y.  in  which  I  implored  his  mer¬ 
cy  and  forgiveness  for  having  delayed  so  long  in  answer  to  a  letter  he 
wrote  to  my 
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father  -  dated  /ugust  11  1811  -  containing  information  of  the  death  of 
his  amiable  consort, ?,!r3  Phebe  Harwood  whose  disorder  was  the  consumption 
I  apologized  as  handsomely  as  I  could  for  not  writing  more  gravely  in 
my  answer  on  that  subject, and  then  turned  from  that  to  political  con¬ 
cerns.  -  Mentioned  the  re-election  of  Gov  Galusha  and  by  what  majority, 
observing,, ironically, that  hie  opponents  would  be  obliged  to  preach 
"Pant  of  Talents”  end  "ant  of  abilities”  a  good  while  yet, before  they 
could  oust  the  ignorant  booby.  -  Told  him  if  ho  wished  for  proof  of  his 
incapacity, to  apply  to  Mrs  Hopkins  and  hor  3on  Isaac  who  could  relate  a 
pitiful  story  of  him;  the  blunder  ho  mad©  at  Burlington  College  &c. 

This  led  me  to  observe  farther  tho  absurdity  of  a  College  education  be¬ 
ing  on  indispensiblo  qualification  for  a  man  to  possess  to  bo  Gov.  of 
Vermont.  While  on  this  I  used  all  the  little  wit  and  animation  I  am 
possessed  of  -  and, after  all, it  was  no  better. than  an;  common  school 
boy  *s  compos  it  ion,  who  has  studied  Fnglish,GrBraEiar  three  weeks.  The 
best  thing  I  meant  to  say  was, that, by  adopting  the  notion  that, no  men, 
unless  he  bo  literally  educated, would  do  for  Gov;  wo  should  be  getting 
in  to  aristocracy  in  earnest.  fter  tolling  him  by  what  majority  the 
Republican  ticket  of  Councillors  was  elected  -  added  that  a  certain  rich 
man  (well  known  to  him  had  crept 
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into  the  Assembly  by  drinking  the  smooth  waters  of  Woodford.  The  let¬ 
ter  is  afterwards  filled  up  with  a  crude  mess  about  the  health  and  con¬ 
dition  of  the  family  &c.  I  informed  him  of  the  favorable  opinion  I 
entertained  of  Mr  Isaac  Hopkins, a  cousin  of  nine, which  was  grounded  on 
an  acquaintance  I  fumed  with  him  in  the  spring  of  1808  and  Aug’t  1811 
whilo  ho  was  visiting  at  my  fathers.  In  the  P.S.  he  is  told  of  some 
new  appointments.  In  the  evening  I  received  from  a  cousin  Cazenovia, 
what  follows:-  See  Sept  3rd  V.  1st. 

"Cazenovia,  Oct.  5th., 1911 

’’Dear  Cousin:  -  I  acknowledge  the  (c)  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3rd 
of  Sept.  -  and  cm  happy  to  be  informed  of  the  general  enjoyment  of 
health  among  our  relations  in  Bennington.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that 
wo  hear  of  the  death  of  Uncle  Jona3*  wife, which  necessarily  must  be 
an  irreparable  loss  to  the  family. 

I  wish  you  would  write  to  me  what  you  intend  for  your  future  busi¬ 
ness  for  life  -  &  where?  fc  it  it  is  my  (intention)  determination  to 
retire  to  some  place  where  there  is  some  chance  for  enterprize  -  and 
should  be  very  glad  to  be  accompanied  by  n$  relations  -  and  about  this 
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thing  your  opinion  is  solicited. 

Please  remind  Ruth  of  writing  to  me  immediately.  Do  not  delay  an¬ 
swering  this;  and  I  wish  cousin  Lydia  would  write  also;  and  I  wish  you 
would  give  me  some  information  x^eepecting  James  -  as  I  am  very  anxious 
to  have  him  come  to  Cazenovia  immediately.  ‘'bijoh  is  yet  in  Canada.  - 


A  Comet  appears  every  evening, about  ten  degrees  above  the  horizon  - 
and  this  very  evening  in  which  I  am  writing, its  splendid  trail  illumineo 
our  hemisphere. 

Please  to  tender  our  love  and  respect  to  all  our  relations  in  Ver¬ 
mont. 

Yours, 

moot  respectfully, 

Mr  Hiram  Harwood.  C.  A.  Harwood 

Friday,  October  25th.,  This  day  must  not  bo  denied  a  place  in  my  Jour¬ 
nal,  because  I  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  mak¬ 
ing  cider  for  Dr  Swift.  -  along  with  my  Uncle  Ira  in  a  snow  storm.  Had 
an  entertaining  little  chit  chat  in  the  evening  with  Wid'o  Waters. 

Sunday,  October  27th.,  Head  thro*  the  1st  V.  of  Ccelebc 


Monday,  October  28th., 
this  day? 
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Miss  Polly  Waters  a  sister  of  Miss  Sophia  Wa¬ 
ters*  arrived  from  Argyle.  Meed  I  say  more  of 


odnosday,  October  30th., Judge  Fay's  cider  was  made.  I  inquired  of  his 

hired  man,J*n  Downs, if  he  knew  anything  of  Mr 
Kenan  Fay?  He  said  ho  had  lately  arrived  in  town.  Heavens, said  I, then 

1  intend  to  call  and  see  him  soon, for  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  him. 
Read  Gil  Bias  at  Parsons*  shop  in  the  e*g. 

Thursday, October  31st.,  *bout  this  time  our  business  waz  in  a  prosperous 

condition.  The  flax  rotted  and  in  the  barn  - 
corn  cut  up  -  likewise  in  the  barn  -  3oae  of  it  husked  -  except  a  small 
quantity  remaining  in  the  fi3ld  -  cider  masters  going  on  smoothly  -  Ho 
very  bad  weather  to  encounter.  f  probability  existed  on  the  31st  of  an 
E. storm.  What, what, he re;  I  must  mind  e  little  what  I  say,  A  probabil¬ 
ity  of  an  E.  storm  -  in  fact  it  came  in  reality  -  both  rain  and  wind  in 
the  F.i:.  and  my  fr  ends  Ira  and  Ur  aterman  experienced  its  effects 
v/hilo  making  cider  for  Dr  Swift.  I  was  groaning  with  a  bile  on  my  back. 
It  gave  mo  an  ague  fit  on  going  to  bed. 
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Friday,  ?Iov.  1st.,  Was  ill  in  the  evening  through  the  effects  of 

that  bile  spoken  of  the  preceding  page  and  my 
mother  so  kindly  and  cheerfully  assisted  me  as  to  bring  me  to  a  striking 
sense  of  the  privilege  I  enjoyed  above  those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as 
to  need  the  caresses  of  a  tender  mother  in  sickness,  /i  this  time  the 
tears  gushed  into  my  eyes  ireesistibly,and  I  could  scarce  speak  out 
this  expression  to  my  mother,  -  "What  a  good  thing  it  is  to  have  so  kind 
a  mother."  Vide  p.27th.  In  saying  how  our  work  stood  on  the  31st  I 
was  hardly  correct  respecting  our  corn-field  which  was  that  day  cleared 
end  the  cattle  turned  into  it. 

Saturday,  liov,  2nd.  Did  no  work, but  wroto  off  several  pieces  of 

music  and  v;ent  to  town  near  sun-set.  Called 
at  Col'o.Fays  -  sav;  no  Heman  there  -  but  a  flute, on  which  I  played, and 

2  new  neatly  printed  tuno3  over  ono  of  which  was  a  picture  representing 
a  late  battle  in  Spain.  Returned  Hudibres  to  Judge  Fay.  Never  road 
much  in  that  author^ not  liking  him  very  well.  Pushed  on  as  far  as 
Youngs  office.  Talked  with  Sam'l  H.  Blackmer  on  various  subjects.  Saw 
Bingham’s  Histroical  Grammar.  Borrowed  2nd  Vol.  of  the  Spectator. 
Returned  Lyttloton's  Letters. 


%  % 
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Sunday,  Eov,  3rd* 
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~'as  a  clear  kind  of  chilly  day  which  I  improved  toler 
ably  well, as  my  head  was  in  some  measure  not  quite 
so  sooty  and  smoky  as  usual, in  reading  Coeleba  and  writing  down  such 
grand  end  extraordinary  events  as  had  occurred  during  the  preceding  week 
The  remains  of  the  emiable  !.r.rs  Clare  Sclden  -  consort  of  Mr  Mariius 
L.Selden,were  this  day  intered. 

Monday,  Nov.  4th.,  Made  a  short  ©vo’g  visit  at  Mr  John  Locke’s.  alkod 

home  in  company  with  Mr  H.  Mellon. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  5th.,  V.re  could  with  propriety  any, amen  to  apple  gathering. 

Cur  Algerine  friends  did  not  altogether  act  up  to 
what  might  be  expected  from  such  gentlemen.  Mr  Loan  Dewey, without  his 
colleague ,Mr  Georg©  Godfrey, attended  at  the  cider-press, but  could  not 
manage  without  our  assistance  which  he  in  a  measure  requited.  My  fath¬ 
er  felt  sick  of  yify/cfypp  letting  his  cider  to  be  made  by  men  living  so 
far  from  the  theatre  of  action.  He  hated  to  let  his  cider  am  make  it 
himself . 

rhile  riding  home  with  Mr  Dewey  in  the  evening  in  order  to  bring 
back  the  horses 
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and  waggon  I  conversed  with  him  on  the  variety  of  evils  which  beset  us 
in  this  life.  He  said  the  miseries  of  this  life  via®  the  only  evidence 
in  his  mind  of  a  future  and  happy  existence. 

Cousin  Ruth  Harwood  had  a  quilting  in  the  I  .1.1.  which  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  Misses  attended  and  returned  to  their  respective  homes  without  un¬ 
dergoing  the  exquisite  pleasure  of  having  so  fine  a  beau  as  ray self  or 
anyone  else  along- side  of  them. 

Wednesday, Nov.  6th., Wo  made  an  end  of  making  cider  for  the  season  in  the 

rain.  Mr  Walter  atermen  went  to  another  place  to 
work.  Vide  page  15th,  Oct.  21st. 

•  » 

Thursday, Hov.  7th.,  Had  business  at  the  F. Off ice  and  while  waiting  for 

the  persons  who  transact  the  business  there  to  ar¬ 
rive  from  the  supper-table, stop ’t  into  Mr  Isaac  Robinsons  bar-room  and 
had  the  heart-felt  pleasure  of  seeing  my  old  friend  and  preceptor  Mr 
{for  I  wont  nickname  him  -  Lieut)  Hemen  A.  Fay.  He  very  cordially  shook 
hands  with  me, enquiring  after  my  heo.lth  and  that  of  the  rest  of  the  f am 
ily  and  how  many  children  Mr  Ira  H’d  had?  I  answered  three;  and  figu¬ 
ratively  added  -  3  pillars  he  was  raising  to  support  him 
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in  his  old  age.  I  told  him  I  thought  it  a  great  task  to  rear  such  pil¬ 
lars  and  was  wishing  to  rid  myself  of  that  trouble  -  at  the  same  time 
disliking  the  prospect  of  r  solitary  single  life.  He  said  as  to  these 
things  it  depended  on  what  circumstances  a  person  was  in;  he  tho’t  it 
best  for  a  man  to  leave  something  like  a  representative  behind  him. 

Friday,  Hov,  3th.,  Father  and  friend  Fra  were  both  ill  -  not  so  but 

that  they  could  look  into  some  affairs  about  the 
farm  and  cider  mill.  How  in  such  a  crisis  as  this, is  it  becoming  a 
young  man' like  me  to  idly  spend  an  hour  at  a  neighboring  shoe-maker’® 
shop?  Such, I  must  reluctantly  own, to  be  a  fact  standing  against  me. 
Derived  much  pleasure  in  the  evening  from  the  perusal  of  Coelebs  which 
like  all  other  books  has  its  faults.  It  is  in  n any  parts  (  )  too 

religious  to  suit  a  person  of  my  taste;  but  this  is  a  very* good  fault. 
Some  pages  exhibit  too  much  trifling  conversation;  and  coelebs  court¬ 
ship  was  rather  flat,  \7ith  all  its  imperfections  it  very  accurately 
portrays  the  human  heart. 


JS> 


Saturday, Nov.  9th.,  I  resisted  Mr  Judd 
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about  making  a  email  quantity  of  cider.  Mr  I,  v/ont  to  Dr  Swifts  and  got 
Dr  -''right  to  come  down  and  visit  friend  Ira  who  was  ill  with  a  bilious 
complaint,  /bout  2  o’clock  in  the  night  I  was  cnllod  up  to  go  for  Dr 
Swift, Ire.  being  worse  -  the  good  man  erne  to  his  relief, like  a  faithful 
physician  and  stuck  by  him  till  his  pains  v/ere  allayed. 


Sunday,  Hov.  10th.,  T’ae  dispatched  v/ith  a  wag gon  on  a  journey  to  Hoooac- 

fallo  to  br.ing  iSrc  Stone  thence  to  Bennington  to  re¬ 
side  awhile  with  ue.  X  had  proceeded  on  my  way  no  more  than  2  miles  W, 
of  the  meeting-houee  when  to  good  luck  would  have  it  I  met  Mr  Eh  Northrop 
with  the  good  lady  in  hie  waggon, bound  to  "Uncle  Fcter’c".  Ac  the  trav¬ 
elling  was  extremely  unpleasant  I  wao  far  better  pleased  with  this  little 
piece  of  good  fortune  than  v/ith  the  preaching  I  attempted, afterwards, to 
hear  at  Church;  whenc,in  the  midst  of  an  ''strononicel  sermon, by  Professor 
Marsh, I  easily  and  unconsciously  dropped  into  a  pleasant  sleep.  During 
intermission  wee  at  Col  Fay’s  -  saw  the  Judge  and  his  nephew, Mr  David 
Robinson, Jr 
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puzzling  over  Fergusons  astronomy  in  order  to  ascertain  some  fact  respect 
ing  that  beautiful  comet  seen  in  these  unhappy  days  of  avaricious  strife 
and  envious  contention  among  men. 

Borrowed  a  manuscript  book  of  tunes  of  Mr  H. /.Fay  and  returned  to 
Church.  There  seeing  a  young  divine  performing  sacerdotal  duties  and 
disliking  his  ringing, nasal  tone  of  voice, which  he  used  in  trumpeting 
forth  an  autumnal  sermon, having  for  a  text  -  Or  speak  to  the  earth, and 
it  shall  teach  theejand  the  fishes  of  the  sea  3hall  declare  unto  theo  - 
Job  -  12th  Chapt’r  8  vers©}  I  wickedly  amused  myself  by  examining  that 
book  till  I  fell  asleep,  "hen  the  man  had  finished  his  discourse,  I 
awoke  and  drove  home  v/ith  my  two  sisters  -  to  be  correct  -  ouj  ht  to  say, 
after  prayers.  I  intruded  myself  upon  Capt  Norton’s  family  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  in  which  I  witnessed  tho  usual  harmony  nnd  sociable  ease  which  gen¬ 
erally  prevails  among  them.  I  sickened  then  firstly  with  piping  some 
pieces  of  music  in  Mr  Fay’s  book  -  and  then  with  reading  Coelebs  and 
conversing  with  Capt  1!  and  ray  friend  Lumen  -  saying  a  feu  words  to  the 
misses.  Zfter  ten  -  left  the  house  in  the  act  of  talking  of  that  wonder 
working  creature,  Mrs  Hinman, 


Monday,  Nov.  11th.,  "as  obliged  to  gc  early  and 
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call  Dr  Swift  to  friend  Ira’s  assistance.  He  ceme  and  answered  the  de¬ 
sired  purpose.  In  the  evening  I  visited  C.H.  hill  and  amongst  other  er¬ 
rands  called  at  Sinead ’s  for  Tr  N.R. Locke  and  took  a  pack  of  ball  tickets 
With  Mr  Judd  sat  up  at  Ira’s.  Pricked  tunes  for  amusement.  The  sick  men 
talked  wild  and  complained  of  oorno  pain, but  in  the  main  rested  tolerably 
well.  On  the  8th  a  letter  which  I  dictated  for  my  father  to  7m  Duane 
concerning  his  with-holding  the  re.mainder  of  his  years  papers  for  v/hich 
he, my  father, subscribed  in  December, 1810, was  left  at  the  I  .Office.  In 
composing  it  I  cringed  end  groaned  under  a  keen  sense  of  my  limited  edu¬ 
cation  and  incapacious,  barren  intellect,  /fter  insetting  tho  article 
under  Nov. 1st  1  repented  it  and  wished  I  had  let  that  circumstance pass 
un-net iced. 

Tuesday,  Kev*  12th., Our  cider  mill  was  dissected  rnd  laid  away;  garden 

sauce  secured  &c.  I  happened  in  at  I  arson *3  shop  in 
the  morning  where  instead  ofgcing  directly  home  about  my  business  -  the 
weather  being  very  fine  -  I  sat  down  and  filled  out  5  or  6  of  Mr  Locke’s 
tickets.  Mr  L.  end  I  watched  with  the  sick  man  that  night . 

Wednesday, Nov.  13th  X.ve  a  little  bit  of  a  waggonner.  Did  some  business 


28 

at  the  blacksmiths  and  brought  a  now  ca3k  from  Mr  Stephen  Harwoods, into 
which  the  ladies  meant  to/  put  apple-sauce.  -  Returned  Coelobs  to  Mrs 
Swift  (Oct  11th  and  Nov  Oth}  Mr  Ellis  Doty  arrived  from  Wilmington  with 
cattle  and  sheep  belonging  to  my  father. 

Thursday,  Nov.  14th  Cast  up  Mr  Doty’s  and  fathers  accounts,  head  tho 

Presidents  message . 

Friday, Kov,  15th. ,  The  weather  being  very  pie  cant , in  pursuing  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  day.  Mr  Heuan  /.  Fay  made  us  a  visit; and 
with  his  friend, Mr  David  Robinson, Jun’r  dined  at  out  house.  The  conver¬ 
sation  at  tho  table  was  lively  end  cheerful  -  worth  according,had  I  re¬ 
tained  it  literally  enough  for  an  insertion.  It  first  commenced  on  the 
carious  kinds  of  Potatoes  v/hich  are  produced  in  the  U. 3.; from  which  it 
turned  on  the  conduct  and  character  of  Mrs  HinmBn,and  lastly  on  the  Pres¬ 
idents  message  and  the  correspondence  between  Mr  Monroe  and  Mr  Foster. 

'  ith  trembling  diffidence, knowing  him  to  be  a  mini  of  fine  tasto 
find  no  inconsiderable  acquirements  in  useful  and  polite  learning,!  pre¬ 
sented  this  book  to  hr  Fay.  He  perused  a  few  pages  and  said,  after  hear¬ 
ing  some  excuses  from  me  - 
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(is  it  right  for  me  to  indulge  jealousy  so  far  as  to  think  it  was  to 
feed  my  vanity)  -  speaking  of  my  composition,  ’There  are  ten  behind  you 
where  there  is  one  before  you”.  ’  hen  he  went  away  he  promised  us  an  eve¬ 
ning  visit. 

Set  rday.Hov.  16th  Verj  rainy  in  the  evening.  In  that  time  had  occasion 

to  visit  the  house  of  Mr  parsons  where  I  carried  on  a 
pretty  jovial  discourse  with  Mr  Hial  Parsons  -  Received  a  book  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  Hiss  mentioned  page  13th. 

Sunday, Nov.  17th. ,  Mr  achariah  Harwood, one  of  my  great  uncles, came  to 

,  visit  friend  Ira, to  whom  he  recommended  white  pine 
bark  and  winter- greens  stoped  with  spikenard  to  be  taken  to  strengthen 
his  enfeebled  frame.  Mr  Valter  aterman  was  ±h  so  good  as  to  go  onto  the 
mountain  with  me  to  procure  the  former  ingredients. 

Monday,  Nov.  18th.,  Cur  brave  Capr  Ira  rode  out  -  having  been  ill  8  days 

He  sent  me  in  the  evening  -  being  morG  unwell  -  to 
request  Dr  Swifts  attendance.  -I  found  him  in  his  new  of f ice, posting 
books.  I  examined  his  book  case  anc*  found  two  or  three  religious  books 
Borrowed  Practical  Philosophy  -  saw  a  late  edition  of  Blair’s  Lectures, 
owned  by  Hr  Luther  Bingham, a  young  student  in  Physic.  Tho  Dr  could  not 
come  that  night, 
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but  would  ride  down  the  next  morning.  Ira  felt  great  uneasiness  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  putting  it  off  till  morning.  I  spent  the  night  with  him; 
he  acted  poorly. 

■  odnesday.IIov.  20th  /  raw  snowy  day.  Marly  in  the  morning  -  went  to  i)r 

Swifts  to  [  et  him  for  friend  Ira  -  borrowed  and  read 
an  Oration  by  5am*  1  Swift  -  July  4th  1809.  It  was, indeed, a  gloomy  thing- 
comp rising  20  pages. 

The  Dr  came  and  materially  assisted  our  sick  friend, whose  spirits 
were  very  low, which, however  in  the  evening, began  to  revive. 

Friday,  Nov,  22nd. ,  Subscribed  for  a  valuable  bock  -  at  the  Post  Offico- 

The  title  I  cannot  give  verbatim  -  It  is  to  give  an 
account  of  all  the  Indian  wars  from  the  first  settlement  of  M .1’ ngland  to 
the  peace  of  1795.  By  Henry  Trumbull.  My  father  received  r  letter  from 
his  brother  Jonas  of  Hopkinton.  He  wrote  in  the  early  part  of  this  month 


in  reply  to  one  written  him/’  in  August  -  (Vol  lot  p  295}  -  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  mine  of  Oct  24th  -  felt  his  late  loos  very  poignantly.  Money 
very  scarce  -  hard  times.  B squire  Hopkins'  people  were  \7ell  -  a  gener 
g!  time  of  health  -  Requested  t  letter  soon.  Carried  a  young  sheep  offe 
the  male  kind  tinctured  with  noble  merino  blood, to  its  pos- 
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.  essor, general  David  Robinson.  Very  muddy. 

Saturday,  Nov.  23rd  /bout  this  period  we  had  carried  not  loss  than  175 

loads  of  the  contents  of  our  barn-yards  on  to  a 
plough  field  &  few  rods  W.  ol  the  house.  I  mentioned  on  the  12th  the 
taking  up  of  our  cider  mill  at  which  time  it  would  have  been  proper  to 
state  the  quantity  of  cider  we  had  rnr.de.  For  ourselves  we  had  made  170 
barrels.  For  Dr  r'wift  54j  and  for  Col  Fay  10  -  for  Mr  Parsons  8, and 
for  Mr  Judd  3*£-;in  all  amounting  to  24 of  our  cider  w  carried 
to  Atwood's  Distillery.  We  had  not, till  now  finished  husking  com.  In 
the  prosecution  of  our  business  7?©  were  resisted  days  by  Mr  Judd. 


Sunday,  Nov.  24th.,  /  school  meeting  was  held  in  our  district  at  the 

school  house  which  neither  father  nor  Ira  were  able 
to  attend;  T  therefore  appeared  there  as  their  representative.  After  a 
session  of  three  hours  the  meeting  finished  its  business  v/ithout  any  un 
pleasant  dissensions.  It  is  strange  with  whrt  reluctance  a  few  neigh¬ 
bors  assembled  together  on  such  on  occasion  proceed  to  act  upon  the  bus 
iness  of  the  most  importance.  So  many  jokes  must  bo  cracked  -  so  many 
anecdotes  to  be  related, and  so  much  news  must  be  told  as  to  consume 
three  quarters  of  the  time.  22 

Monday,  Nov.  25th  Cold  freezing  weather.  That  evening  called  on  Mr  H. 

/.Fay  and  left  this  Vol  with  him  that  he  might  write 
my  name  at  the  top  of  the  first  page.  I  hod  but  a  few  moments  consulta¬ 
tion  with  him  -  He  was  unwell  -  I  anxiously  waited  the  arrival  of  the 
mail  from  Albany, which  when  it  did  arrive  brought  no  paper  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  nor  any  letters.  Brought  from  the  office  some  Washington  papers 
for  Mr  H.  *.  F ay  who  kndly  thanked  me  for  it. 


Tuesday, Nov.  26th  The  oky  sorone  -  the  air  cold.  Ran  from  one  thing 

to  another  all  day  without  doing  much.  Finished 
reading  Tucker's  Universal  History. 


Wednesday, Nov.  27th  I!y  spirits  were  low  -  felt  dejected  and  melancholy. 

I  wee  mortified  too  in  the  evening  on  account  of  my 
inability  in  Arithmetic.  Rood  Kuigge'c  practical  Philosophy  v/ith  which 
I  was  not  a.  little  pleased. 


Thursday, Nov.  28th  ’“sainted  in  a  settlement  of  Book  accounts  between  Dr 

Swift  and  my  father  -  also  between/  the  latter  find 

Mr  T.C. Parsons. 

Mr  Ira  Harwood  had  recovered  his  health  so  much  ©a  to  be  able 

to  ride  about  town  on  business.  (Vide  p  Nov  9th). 
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Friday,  Nov,  29th  Worked  with  Mr  Judd  2  or  3  hours  at  fanning  some 

wheat  with  MrsMinmanc  mill.  I  cut  the  initials  of 
her  none  with  a  penknife  on  a  board  belonging  to  the  mill.  In  the  eve¬ 
ning  perused  the  correspondence  between  Mr  Munroe  and  Mr  looter  on  the 
Orders  in  Council.  This  dsy  very  rainy. 


Saturday, Nov.  30th  3usy  about  trifles.  *  mrp  of  Vermont  and  smother  of 

Ireland  were  prepared  for  framing  by  the  joiner. 

Bat  up  late  pricking  tunes,  mother  rainy  day. 


Sunday,  Dec*  1st.,  Read  but  little  -  pricked  tunes.  At  the  close  of 

the  day  answered  a  letter  received  on  tho  25th  inot 
from  Lise  L. Stacy.  -  Signed  myself  H. Stacy  -  Col. Commandant. 

Monday,  Dec.  2nd  There’s  no  getting  over  this  day  peaceably  unless  I 

say  Mr  G.  Godfrey  butchered  a  young  beef  aged  2| 
years  for  ue  whose  whole  weight  exclusive  of  head  and  heels  was  534  lba 
I  have  nothing  more  to  add. 

Tuesday,  Dec*  3rd.  It  is  by  no  means  improper  for  me  to  state  that  Eli¬ 
sha  ’Tatars  worked  on  the  roof  of  Mr  Benj’n  Harwoods 
lor oo-barn.  But  is  it  as  proper  for  me  to  state 
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the  unproductiveness  of  my  forced  labors  this  day.  I  think  it  is  not, 
although  I  would  not  be  understood  as  meaning  to  represent  this  day  aQ 
one  of  my  idle  days  -  I  did  something.  Our  business  was  in  such  a  situa 
tion  that  a  person  would  have  found  it  difficult  to  have  wrought  wonders 
Mr  H./'.Fay  to  whom  I  lent  this  book  for  that  purpose  returned  it  to 
me  with  my  name  and  a  title  to  the  book  handsomely  written  on  the  first 
page. 

\  edneeday,  Dec.  4th  Tho  weather  was  v.arm  and  pleasant  which  caused  me 

come  uneasiness  in  my  rambles  in  town-street, because 
I  fancied  a  little  smell  and  almost  smothered  voice  kept  saying  "You  had 
better  be  at  home  about  your  business, earning  something, this  fine  P.M. " 
Such  weather  is  very  rare  at  this  season.  This  little  voice, while  I  was 
at  Col  Fays, was  drowned  in  the  sound  of  hie  violin  which  ho  played  very 
well.  In  tho  evening  visited  my  friend  E.R. Locke  with  v/hora  I  slept. 

Mr  Eaters  finished  his  horse  barn  job  (p.33  Tueo) 
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Thursday,  Dec.  5th  "as  in  rather  a  melancholy  state  of  mind  which  I  sup 

pose  was  occasioned  by  my  being  so  much  by  myself, 
not  having  any  young  friends  to  associate  with.  This  was  however  made 
up  to  me  in  good  books  in  some  measure  -  such  as  Practical  Philosophy 
of  Lociai  Life,  Morse’s  Gareteor  cc  v?rote  e  page  or  two  -  parsed 
away  my  time  as  agreeably  as  I  could. 

Those  who  took  supper  at  our  table  with  our  family  v/ore  Mrs  Rhode 
Stone,  Mr  Joins  Duncan,  Mr  Talter  VT  termcn,  Mr  Ira  Harwood  and  family, 
and  Mrs  Sarah  Robinson  with  her  eldest  &  youngest  son. 

The  day  was  succeeded  by  a  dark  rainy  night. 

Friday,  Dec.  6th  The  funeral  of  Miss  Lucy  Faj?, eldest  daughter  of  Mr 

Elijah  Fay, Jun’r  was  this  day  solemnized.  It  was  my 
intention  to  attend  it, but  was  belated  before  I  could  get  ready  and  gavo 
it  up.  wrote  an  answer  to  -  r  C. - .Harwood’s  letter  (p  18)  Informed  him 
that  my  future  business  of  life  would  be  to  husbandry  -  place  of  business 
Of  residence  in  this  town.  If  he  wished  to  retire  to  some  place  where 
there  is  some  chance  for  enterprise  he  would  do  well  to  choose  Benning¬ 
ton  from  among  his  relations  tc  accompany  him, such  as  wore  of  an  enter- 
prizing 
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character  -  and  not  to  clog  his  heels  wih  such  a  dead  weight  as  myself. 
Gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  a  sober  industrious  young  man  would  be  as 
likely  to  gain  a  fortune  among  strangers  as  amongst  his  kindred  -  and 
perhaps  would  live  Happier  with  the  former  than  with  tho  latter.  Gave 
him  an  account  his  brother  James  who  had  not  been  hoard  of  since  the 
forepart  of  Nov.  when  ho  was  seen  in  L. York  crying  "Cheshire  Cheese*’. 

r.c  at  a, loos  in  the  evening  for  amusement.  -  Could  not  find  it  in 
books  and  would  not, when  I  was  sure  it  could  not  bo  found, seek  it  in 
comp  tiny.  Mr  Henry  Mellon  pressed  me  very  hard  to  join  him  end  his  com 


panions  at  Hr  Ira  Harwood 9 s , but  I  obstinately  declined. 

Curiosity  led  to  me  to  the  house  after  the  company  had  broken  up, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  a  little  idle  talk  with  Miss  Laura  Norton, 
sister  L;  diei  and  Hiss  Dophia  Waters  before  they  retired,  I  heedlessly 
blundered  along  till  I  opened  the  inner  door  which  to  my  surprise  end 
confusion  discovered  nobody  but  Hiss  Waters  and  Luther  Smith  sitting 
before  the  fire  with  the  candle  stand  betwixt  then  having  on  it  a  long 
lighted 
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candle  -  and  near  them  lay  a  decent  pile  of  oven-wood.  I  was  so  abash 
ed  that  I  started  back  to  recollect  myself.  While  my  head  was  in  the 
door,  I  said, by  way  of  excuse,  "I  thought  there  m re  more".  I  stood  a 
moment  reflecting  on  what  impression  my  conduct  might  make  on  their 
minds  -  concluded  I*d  go  in  and  excuse  the  natter  as  handsomely  as  I 
knew  how, and  leave  them  to  themselves.  I  did  no,  and  cane  home  and 
read  many  fine  things  in  Baron  Knigge  before  I  slept. 

Saturday,  Dec.  7th. ith  horses  end  wrg’n  went  to  mill  -  thence  to  the 

printing  office  where  I  had  some  conversation  with 
Mr  William  Haoweil  and  one  of  his  journeymen  on  the  affairs  of  3.  'mer¬ 
ic  a,  and  those  of  Spain, France  and  G.Briticn.  The  latter  gentleman  sup 
posed  Bonaparte  could, if  he  pleased, soon  put  an  end  to  the  war  in 
Spain, but  to  weaken  Engl and, who  was  continually  sending  out  troops  and 
money  to  that  country  -  he  chose  (in  his  opinion}  to  prolong  the  con¬ 
test.  This  was  a  new  idea  to  mo  and  I  thought  r  correct  one.  The  on¬ 
ly  reason  I  could  assign, if  it  were  not  so,  for  the  inactivity  of  the 
French  in  Spain  new?  was,  the 
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four  of  a  war  with  Russia.  Called  at  the  P .Office  -  No  ‘more  or  let¬ 
ters-  Stop’t  at  Col  Faye  -  Saw  Mr  K  A  Pay  -  conversed  with  him  dryly  - 
heard  him  play  on  his  violin  -  borrowed  Washington  papers  of  him.  It 
was  now  past  noon  -  so  long  did  it  take  mo  to  do  nothing  -  nevertheless 
to  carry  out  Thanksgiving  to  the  end  of  the  week  I  gallanted  *  idow  la¬ 
ter  c  from  $her  house  to  my  fathers  and  back  again  where  Miss  Ruth  Har¬ 
wood  and  my  eldest  sister  were  visiting; on  whose  account  I  loft  my  wag¬ 
gon  there  and  went  (for  the  sake  of  amusement)  to  Col  Fay’s  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  the  day  piping  over  Mr  H.  .Fay’s  tunes.  Gallanted  the 
ladies  (who  the  day  before  hud  visited  at  Mr  A .Harwoods)  home  and  spent 
the  evening  rending  Documents. 

A  Mr  Kev/lei  of  Williamsburg, Mass  -  axe  maker  -  put  up  with  us  that 
night.  I  prepared  a  few  lines  for  music  to  send  to  Mr  Sylvester  hite 
of  Cheeterf ield  on  which  I  requested  him  to  write  some  of  hia  best  pie¬ 
ces  and  forward  thorn  to  m  by  Hall,  I  paying  postage. 
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Sunday,  Dec.  8th  Had  snowed  in  the  night  and  continued  snowing  till 

late  in  the  morning.  No  sleighing  was  produced  by 
it  because  it  was  thin  and  fell  on  soft  muddy  ground. 

ead  Newspapers  principally  -  Paid  a  visit  to  Mrs  I  .tinman  -  Read 
her  Bible  -  saw  her  brother  Benj’n  and  a  son  of  his  about  my  age.  Nat 
down  in  the  evening  before  the  kitchen  fire  with  Mies  Sophia  Waters. end 
conversed  with  her  on  her  future  destination  in  life, having  entered  her 
10th  year  on  the  3rd  inat.  T  told  hor  it  waa  probable  she  would  feel  a 
little  hdme-sick  on  first  going  away  -  but  that  would  soon  wear  off  if 
she  wore  industrious  end  beahved  herself  agreeably  so  as  to  merit  and 
gain  the  good  will  of  her  employers.  I  noticed  the  disadvantages  of  the 
situation  in  which  such  girls  as  ere  obliged  to  work  abroad  for  wages 
are  placed  and  adviced  her, to  get  out  of  it  (provi ded  she  could  make  a 
happy  choice )to  get  married. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  we  began  seriously  to  fodder  at  the 


barn. 
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Monday,  Dec.  9th  Gallanted  Mrs  liuth  II  rwood  and  Sophia  stars  to 

F  at  chin’s  store  -  thence  on  their  way  home  to  Hr 
rV  t  iers '  where  we  had  left  Mrs  Stoneond  Mrs  Theodosia  Harwood  to  make 
a  visit.  It  was  their  wish  to  tarry  till  sometime  in  tho  evening, but 
not  the  girls  nor  mine.  The  children  made  such  a  racket  and  tho  room 
was  so  full  that  I  could  enjoy  very  little  satisfaction  while  I 
staid; ad  ms  happily  relieved  by  the  arrival  of  Hr  Ira  Harwood  who 
took  charge  of  tho  ladies  -  leaving  me  tm  opportunity , which  I  eagerly 
Improved, to  go  directly  homo.  Very  hard  travelling  with  carriages. 

Tuesday, Dec.  10th.,  Prey,  up  r  few  leads  cf  green  wood.  The  first  drawn 

after  tho  day  of  March.  The  quantity  of  old 

wood  remaining  on  hand  was  much  renter  than  it  had  been  for  many  years 

Friday,  Dec.  13th  ent  on  an  errand  to  Capt  Isaiah  Hendryx’e.  Bad 

riding.  greed  with  Mr  O.C. Merrill  to  write  to 
Judge  Robinson  to  send  on  tho  Universal  Gazette  to  my  father  if  he  had 
not  forwarded  money , intended  for  the  weekly  /m ora, to  tho  editor  of  that 
paper,  nine  IIo’c  of  which  paper  for  1311  being  due, and  no  explanation 
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of  the  cause  of  the  detention  of  tho  paper  being  given, my  father  in  con 
sequence  thereof  sent  to  Washington  such  orders  as  I  delivered  to  Hr 
Merrill. 


Wednesday,  Dec.  11th  Miss  Sophia  Paters  went  to  live  with  Mrs  Lydia  Nor 

ton.  (Sund  7  Deo} 

Saturday, Dec.  14th  In  the  morning  before  prayers  'by  Calvin  Bingham)  - 

road  and  vary  much  admired  the  9th  Chapt  of  Hehemiah 
Nr  Bingham, Hr  Marsh’s  collector, exhibited  his  account  by  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  my  father  was  indebted  to  tho  good  man  in  the  sum  of  $24.41 
Father  gave  a  due-bill  to  the  Col’r  to  that  amount. 


Sunday,  Joe. 15th.,  Read  the  last  chapter  in  Nehemieh.  Hr  John  Murphy 

from  tho  furnace  called  or:  us.  Made  an  evening  vis¬ 
it  at  human  Nortons.  Hy  conversation  with  Miss  Sophie  atere  end  Miss 
Laura  Norton  was  light, without  much  subet once, but  when  I  entered  into 
discourse  with  Mr  Lumen , it  become  more  grave, and  to  myself, more  useful- 
he  informed  me  cf  many  things  in  history  of  which  I  web  before  ignorant 
This  Y/ac  one  of  the  pleasantest  chit-chnis  I  had  had  for  a  long  time, 

Mr  Henry  I'ollen  end  Mr  Jesse  Loomis  Jun’r  were  likewise  there.  Got  home 
about  11. 
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ead  r  cctrtor  139,  pleased  with  it  too. 


Monday,  Dec. 16th.,  My  father  buteherd  and  packed  1470  cut  of  pokk  and 

killed  i  beef  which  weighed  513  lbs.  The  weight  of 
each  hog  may  be  seen  in  the  groat  Lodger  p.22  I  husked  corn  for  Ur 
Judd  who  was  my  fathers  right-hand  man  in  this  day’s  business*  Mr  Mon¬ 
tague  was  likewise  an  assistant.  Milo  weather.  Visited  Mr  N.R. Locke. 

Tuesday, Dec *r  17th  Had  business  in  town  -  on  my  return  called  at  Hr 

Montague’s  and  informed  his  son  Hr actus  and  Miss 
Theodosia -his  slighter  that  a  collection  of  young  people  would  be  gath¬ 
ered  at  the  Mr  Frederick  Jewett’s, and  re  nested  their  attendance, which 
they  prom  sed. 

Early  In  the  evening  -  having  Mr  Locke’s  assistance, put  in  roadinec 
the  horses  and  waggon  which  ws  drove  up  to  Mr  Montague’s  end  took  in  Mr 
I  rastus  and  his  sister, who  was  honored  with  a  seat  at  my  left  hand  -  I 
being  driver  on  the  front  seat,  t  Mr  Parson’s  took  in  Miss  Cutler; 


without  stopping  again  wo  went  on, jolting  over  the  frozen, ragged  ground, 
trill  we  arrived  at  Kr  Jewett’s.  The  young  people  soon  after  flocked  in 
and  they  had  a  confused  Jolly  scrape  in  which  I  interested  myself  very 


little 
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With  respect  to  thia  affair  I  felt  a  happy  ind if f orsnce , and  no  other 
anxiety  than  wishing  to  return  home  sooner  than  v/e  did, which  was  past 
eleven.  I  spent  r.  little  time  with  Mr  Jewett  who  showed  me  an  old 
Indian  Sermon  book  &  a  surgeons  book.  7  told  him  some  history  would 
please  me  better  than  them; he  found  none  however  that  suited  me  better 
than  the  Bible, on  come  remarkable  passages  of  which  we  discussed.  Mr 
Columbus  I.Bowditch  was  more  than  commonly  intimate  with  me.  The  weath 
or  was  far  from  being  pie  cant, the  wind  blowing  hard  from  the  3,  A 
list  of  names  which  comprises  most  of  those  who  were  together  that  eve¬ 
ning  is  inserted  in  Vol.Lst  p.  191- 19C. 


Wednesday, lee.  13th  About  mid-day  went,  to  town  on  an  errand  for  father 

who  gave  me  a  charge  to  return  quickly  -  however  was 
gone  sometime  and  might  without  injuring  anybody  have  staid  during  the 
whole  P.  ..  but  for  that  charge, which  spoiled  the  relish  to  a  short  con¬ 
ference  I  had  with  Mr  H.A.Fuy  -  of  whom  7  borrowed  some  Washington  pa¬ 
pers  and  came  home.  Had  a  violent  turn  of  the  tooth-ache  the  preceding 
night  Yjhich  made  me  uncommonly  dull  this  day,  Rainy  and  muddy  on  the 
surface  of  the  ground. 
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Tuesday, Tec*r  19th  T'rote  an  ensf/or  to  Mr  Sherman  Fairchilds  letter  of 

June  21st, dated  at  Harlem  -  state  of  Ohio  -  rac’d 
July  27th  wherein  wherein  he  speaks  of  their  prosperous  journey, state 
of  their  health, the  climate  and  situation  of  the  country  and  its  pro¬ 
duct  ions,  which  is  done  in  a  pleasing  manner .  In  my  letter  I  told  him 
v/e  v/erc  pleased  with  his  account  of  the  country  and  took  a  prospective 
view  of  what  it  Viould  be  in  the  course  of  50  years  -  abounding  in  de¬ 
lightful  country  floats, pleasant  villages  and  large  and  respectable 
towns  whoso  public  buildings  perhaps  might  outvie  ef-the  anything  of 
tho  kind  in  this  eastern  world.  I  stated  that  my  mother  was  unwell 
end  whet  she  had  to  cay  -  that  my  grandfather  was  likewise  unwell  on 
account  of  his  ulcered  jaw  -  that  "ro  Stone  was  living  with  us  end  how 
long  she  had  remained  a  widow  -  the  death  of  many  persons  with  whom  his 
mother  and  himself  were  formerly  acquainted  -  Mrs  Kinrian  end  Sem'l 
Brown  neing  over  head  and  oars  in  a  law-suit  concerning  their  property 
which  I  tho’t  it  was  probable  they  would  nearly  spend, 
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before  they  ended  tho  dispute.  Informed  him  how  much  cider  we  had  made 
(see  P.31)  -  how  much  -  carried  to  Atwood’s  still.  Of  the  pleasant  and 
fru5.tful  season  wo  had  had  -  of  several  marriages  -  the  state  of  the 
fencing  on  a  neighboring  farm  -  the  effect  which  the  conduct  of  their 
successors  had  on  the  neighborhood, and  other  more  minute  pieces  of  in¬ 
telligence  which  I  shall  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  recording.  On  tho 
sane  sheet  Irn  wrote  c.  short  letter  -  I  '.ftervmrds  added  a  few  interroga 
torics  concerning  the  Indians  and  some  more  news, and  wound  it  off.  The 
weather  was  rough  and  snowy  from  N.7. 


Wednesday,  Dec’r  20th  Yor  cold.  Some  wood  was  drawn. 

Thursday, Dec *r  21st  Father  v/ac  unwell,  fosicted  Capt  Ira  about  getting 

wood.  Was  very  much  alarmed  by  the  crooking  of  a 
bass-wood  troe  which  stood  near  r  place  whore  our  business  happened  to 
call  uo.  The  tree  was  kept  in  agitation  by  the  wind  which  blew  from  the 
3. that  day.  ,fy  apprehensions  soon  left  me  on  finding  it  stood  firm.  A 
tedious  storm  of  snow  came  from  the  South  Into  in  tho  P.H. 


.  4 


. 

•  *  V  •  -  ♦ 


-*  •  •  -  V 


... 


.  * 


J  .1  • 

. 


;  4 


.jr  f  .  4 


•  V  ' 


■ 

. 


‘ 


* 


<  .  ■  .  ■  . 


« 


« 


f.  '  « 


..  •:> 


*  • 


■  . 


■ 

'  -*  *  “ 


-  *r 


*  •  4.  •  >  -  •  • 

¥ 


-  i 

-  • 


i  -  . 


>  •  -  '  ; 

.  A  V 


-  if... 


' X  :  ■  -  u . 


*  • :  .  1  *.* 

:  ..  . 


i  . 


. 

.  -  .  •  . 


-  . 


— 


. 


■  .■  - 


■  -- 

- 

-  - 


•  :  '  '  -  • 


.. 


- 


■  •- 

* 


■ 


■r  \ 


\  l  \  v-'.  '  ■ 


»  4*  .  * 

:  .  .  . 

* •  - ■  . . .  . 


\  * 

•  -  ’  ... 

i:  ’ 

. 


'  V  V-  -  -  .  \ 


;  :  .■  • 


Vt  . 


;>?. . 


.•  .  : 


•s  . 


*  • 


r:  *  i 


4'  •  r 


-  *  V  -  - 


•  •: 


■ 


* 

*  •  *  -  *  '  -•  f  • 


♦ 


*  ‘  .  • 


' 


.  •  >  y  . 


*  •  .  ~ 


« 


46  43 


1811 

Dune ay,  Dec’r  22nd  From  p«  44  to  45  -  read  Thursday ,  Doc  *  r  19th., 

Friday, Dec *r  20th  -  S  turday  Bec’r  2l3t.  I  made  a 
mistake  in  sotting  down  thoee  day. 

Was  buoy  with  my  pen  the  greatest  part  of  the  day.  Bead  a  few 
pages  in  Fordoyec’a  Sermons.  Miss  Sophia  Waters  and  Miss 

Laura  barton  mad©  a  visit. 

Monday,  Lac  *  r  L3rd  My  mother  was  ill  and  sent  me  to  inform  hr  Swift 

that  she  requested  his  attendance.  He  promised  b 
to  call  on  her  sometime  in  the  course  of  the  day.  That  evening  -car 
ried  the  letter  written  on  the  19th  to  the  1.0. and  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  be  admitted  by  Mr  II. A, Fay 'o  lending  mo  25  cents, into  Mr  Chas 
Cu oilman* a  ball-chamber  where  the  following  figures  were  exhibited, 
via:-Ooa*l  Washington,  Thomas  Joff croon,  President  Madison,  William 
I i. Alice,  Ilillhouce,  Tin’y  Bicker  ir.r ,  1  erdinand  Yllth  of  Spain, wife 
and  little  eon  in  presence  47 
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of  llepoien  and  Massena,The  i-air  Friend,  Alpine  Sheperd^esa, Connecticut 
Beauty,  sleeping  Beauty,  the  lady  of  the  Lake  fainting  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  her  two  lovers  who  ere  on  tho  point  of  fighting  a  duel, but 
prevented  by  the  timely  interference  of  Douglass  her  father ;nnd  2 
cross  looking  gamblers,  On  a  piece  of  canvass  hanging  near  then  was 
drawn  a  representation  of  the  City  of  N.  Haven. 

h ©turning  home  -  called  at  Mr  F; .  haters’  where  I  pleased  myself 
relating  over  to  the  ladies  what  I  had  seen  in  glowing  terns.  Over¬ 
took  hr  Swift  who  was  going  to  visit  my  mother.  The  wind  was  south 
and  a  damp  snow, or  rather  anew  and  rain  was  pour’d  from  the  clouds. 

Tuesday , Dec  *r  24th  A  dreadful  storm  which  rarely  has  a  parallel  in 

this  climate  came  on  from  the  N.E.  about  midnight 
and  did  not  eoaee  till  midnight  again,  the  cold  was  intense,  and  the 
snow, which,  continued  falling  till  about  two  in  the  F.M.  was  hurled 
into  little  mountains.  Its  fury  one  effects  can  properly  be  known 
only  by  those  who  witnessed  ana 
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encountered  it.  In  this  place  the  wind  seemed  to  blow  from  the  IFF. 

(w.  part  of  Bennington  -  la  miles  5  of  the  meeting  house). 

Wednesday, Dec ’r  25th  The  weather  was  coin.  Father  and  his  neighbors 

Mr  Rich.  Mr  Judd,  Mr  P arsons  and  Mr  Joshua  Gates 
wit hn Ira  and  myself  broke  a  path  in  his  lane.  (A  mistake  -  this  is 
what  happened  on  the  26th) .  In  the  early  part  of  the  day  assisted 
about  breaking  n  road  out  to  the  public  road  and  P.M. visited  G.H.hill 
Viewed  the  wax-works  again  (p.47)  Called  at  Judge  Fay’s  to  take  Mr 

K. A. Fay’s  music  book  , which  he  had  promised  to  leave  out  of  his  trunk 

for  rue, when  he  went  to  "the  northward  on  tho  24th  inst*  I  did  not 
find  it  and  supposed  ho  had  forgotten  his  promise.  Took  some  newspa¬ 
pers  and  a  printed  collection  -  whose  -  I  knew  not  -  and  Mr  Wadsworth 

music  book  and  made  f  r  home-  only  making  r  halt  at  Strong's  store  - 
Talked  with  hint  about  the  large  kind  of  close  stoves  of  which  ho  and 
his  lady 
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entertained  a  very  high  opinion.  He  tho’t  his  stove  saved  him  yearly 
ton  dollars  worth  of  wood.  Hr  Flisha  Waters  and  hie  lady  paid  us  a 
visit  in  the  evening,  which  vr  o  rendered  pleasant  and  agreeable  by  a 
bright  moon. 

Thursday, Dec. 26th. ,  See  25th.  r  Ire  Harwood  and  his  friend  Hiram 

worried  themselves  very  much  -  brecJking  a  pair  of 
steers .  Father  and  Mother  rode  out .  I 'had  r  severe  tooth- ache  almost 
the  whole  night.  Mr  Joshua  Gates  was  my  bed-fellow  -  ho  too  suffered 


1311 

in  the  forepart  cf  the  night  with  colic, 

Friday, ~ec*r  27th  /bout  11  in  the  morning  wont  to  Dr  Dwift *s  and 

there  sat  down  to  have  my  aching  tooth  pulled, 
drawn,  or  what  you  please.  Hr  Luther  Bingham  clenched  my  need  between 
hio  paws, and  the  old  Dr  examined  my  jaw  and  exelc  inod  *:¥hy  didn’t  you 

have  it  out  before  -  its  a  plaguoy  rotten  thing'  then  fell  to  cutting 

the  gum  about  the  tooth  - 

DO 

lei)  to  at  wan  a  serious  preparation.  Next  he  fastened  on  hie  hook  - 

Ah  no  how  I  quaked  *•  It©  twisted  his  gimblet  -  started  it  a  little  and 

broke  off  e  piece  -  '.That  a.  horrid  cracking,  how, with  a  slow  deliberate 
hand  he  again  took  hold  and  delivered  my  jaw  cf  the  poisonous, painful 
thing, which  brought  t  groan  from  my  pipes.  For  about  lb  minutes  my  j» 
jaw  pained  me  most  unmercifully.  Dr  Swift  and  Dr  /right  rode  off  and 
left  the  office  to  Hr  Bingham  and  me.  I  spent  3  or  4  very  agreeable 
hours  with  Mr  B.  v/hc  Vfef  ing  Johnson* s  Lives  of  the  ]  CuM 

homo  -  took  Wadsworth's  music  book  and  flute  -  marched  to  Capt  Mor¬ 
ton’s  -  Spent  most  of  the  evening  in  L.I/’o  room  playing  on  the  flute. 
Hr  r . Smith  was  there  end  likewise  ploy’d.  Ke.d  not  seen  that  gentleman 
until  then  from  the  27th  March  1811.  Lild  weather. 

Saturday,  lec’r  28th  Kept  within  doors  without  going  out  much  on  ac¬ 
count  of  my  sore  jaw.  rote  a  letter; signed  H. 
Stacy  to  Hiss  L.  Stacy.  Two  young  men  with  Z  horses  and  sloigii  put  up 
for  the  night  here. 
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3unday,Dee’r  20th  Read  I  ractical  Philosophy.  By  jaw  ..as  extremely 

painful  in  the  evening,  itr  tinker  and  Mr  Rogers  ft 

from  II. London, Conn, jpursued  their  journey  in  the  morning,  hiss  Sophia 

Haters  was  gallanted  in  a  sleigh#"  by  Hr  i  Gnith,  Mr  Drown  aid  Ur 

Jesse  Loomis  Juii’r  to  Hr  Loomis’s  The  air  clear  one  cold. 

#  ,  -• 

« 

Monday, Doc *r  30th  Like  the  23th  attended  to  musical  writing  -  writing 

account  and  reading  Knigge’s  Practical  philosophy 
which  I  had  nearly  f inished , having  borrowed  it  on  the  18th  of  hov’r . 

It  is  a  valuable  work. 

On  Saturday, the  28th., Hr  Lumen  1, orton  conveyed  *.ir  Vadeworth’s  mu¬ 
sic  book  to  him.  Gee  Vide  Yol  1st,, June 

Tuesday,  .  ec’r  31et  node  with  mother  and  ins  3 tone  to  Mr  Nathan  Mellen 

whore  they  purposed  making  a  visit,  '  ent  on  with 
some  yam  to  Hr  Timothy  i  aimer's  -  between  whose  house  and  Hr  Fred’k 
Jewott's  the  roads  were  so  lull  of  snow  that  sleighs  were  obliged  to 
be  Keet  drawn  most  of  the  way  through  the  pastures  -  where 
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the  wind  had  raked  so  hard  as  to  leave  but  e  thin  coat  of  snow  on  the 
ground  a  few  rods  from  the  fences.  From  Hr  Palmer’s  wont  to  iownby 
Mr  I. Lawrence *s,. Mr  Hoses  Herd’s,  r  S.Walbridgc’s  and  through  Algiers 
in  which  route  I  found  very  good  sleighing.  In  town  saw  Ur  sam’l  H. 
Blackmer,and  with  him, a  third  time, paid  my  respects  to  those  gentlemen 
and  ladies  mentioned  p.  47  Enquired  for  letters  at  the  post  Office 
without  finding  any .  Borrowed  of  Hr  0am* 1  B  Young  -  2nd  Vol  pi o sort- 
sons  America  and  the  third  Vol  of  the  spectator,  returned  to  Mr  Hel¬ 
lene  and  cupped  with  Dr  Bannister,  lire  Stone,  Mrs  Luc  rot  ia  Norton, my 
mother  and  the  2  Mrs  Mellon.  Displayed  a  rustic  awkwardness , which  is 
ever  attached  to  a  person  who  is  unaccustomed  to  eating  at  any  other 
t.ble  than  at  home.  Old  Mrs  Hell on  was  in  a  low  state  of  health  -  Had 
a  fit  of  the  jaw- ache  ft or  I  got  home.  Hr  Brown, our  neighs or, Mr  L 
Dev/ey  and  his  lady  -  visited  Lore  in  the  ove’g. 

Moderate  weather- light , thin  c’ds  Trees  on  the  Mt  white. 
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'"as  again  visited  with  a  return  of  the  jaw-ache,  head  Robertsons  Amer 
lea,  a  fev;  pages.  Assisted  father  about  threshing  oats  -  PM  Busy  v/ith 
Robertson  in  the  evening.  Called  out  to  assist  Robert  Shaw  about  gettin 
out  my  father’s  sleigh, with  which  ho  was  going, the  next  day, on  a  jour¬ 
ney  to  'ddieon  for  Ft  Swift.  Drew  the  sleigh  by  hand  to  Parson’s  shop 
there  he  hitched  on  his  fickle  animal  (for  ho  had  but  ono)  and  drew  it 
by  the  tongue  up  the  hill  and  beyond  it  to  the  Hinman-hill  where  I 
again  took  it  end  drew  it  over  tho  hillock  K.  Mr  Brown.  Crin  fastened 
his  nag  to  the  tongue’s  end  and  went  like  a  b5.rd  -  saying  he  was 
much  obliged  to  mo  -  I  told  him  he  v/as  perfectly  welcome  -  turned 
about  and  came  home.  Our  ladies  v/ere  visited  by  Hiss  B. Cutler. 

It  hailed  and  rained  from  the  F .  nearly  the  whole  day.  The  v/ind 
hauled  round  nore  northwardly  in  the  evening  and  brought  on  c.  storm 
of  snow.  Ira  had  the  oxen  shod 
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Thursday, Jan* y  2nd  In  the  morning  went  to  Dr  Swift’s  for  friend  Ira 

to  get  him  or  Dr  \7right  to  pay  him  a  visit. 

Found  neither  of  then  at  home.  -  Left  orders  to  have  either  of  them 
come  down  when  they  should  arrive  at  hone.  Wright  cane  in  course  of 
the  dry.  (This  is  for  ihd  3rd) 

/  letter  was  written  to  Hr  Jonas  Harwood  chiefly  to  dissuade  him 
from  sending  his  daughter  Fliza  to  live  with;  Janos  Waterman  and  his 
lady, whose  character  and  circumstances  were  depicted  in  natural  colors 
Continued  snowing  from  L.F.  all  cay. 

Friday,  Jan  gee  tho  2nd  Jan  3rd.  IF  de  &  rough  reckoning  of  what  I  had 

received  of  my  father  within  one  year  which  araountd 
to  :*68.53  -  '’3.27  of  which  was  cash.  For  labor  during  the  above  period 
he  allowed  mo  '78  dollars, which  left  a  ballance  in  my  favor  of  £9.37 
Bode  to  Capt  Horton’s  on  horse  back  to 
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bring  home  Miso  Riadama  Harwood  who  had  been  blocked  up  there  a  day  or 
two,  I  never  like  boasting  under  any  colour  whatever  -  and  when  I  in¬ 
nocently  betray  such  an  appearance  in  myself  I  an  sorry  for  it.  7.  was 
speaking  with  Fro  Horton  and  Fisc  Clarissa  about  the  weather, end  ob¬ 
served  that, on  the  eastern  continent  in  the  seme  parallel  of  latitude, 
the  inhabitants  knew  nothing  of  the  severity  of  cold  in  winter  that 
was  experienced  in  our  country.  How  this  would  appear  like  begging  an 
opportunity  to  allude  to  great  things  that  I  had  read.  A  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  snow  hed  descended  from  the  clouds  -  the-  2nd  £  3rd. 

Saturday, Jan *y  4th  '"raiied  upon  Miss  Sophia  Inters  in  neighbor  Parsons 

cutter  to  hr  Strongs*  store  where  she  transacted 
some  businesses, and  was  intending  to  rido  with  me  to  her  mothers  ct  Mr 
Sim’n  Hathaways  had  our  beast  not  broken  off  the  tongue  of  the  cutter 
i.o  v/e  were  seating  ourselves  in  it.  T.re  then, in  a  more  humble  and  not 
less  convenient  manner, walked  the  remainder  of  the  way.  Miss  W.  visi¬ 
ted  her  mother  till  next  day. 
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long  with  the  broken  cutter  I  brought  home  Dr  Swift’s  sleigh.  Assist 
ed  with  reckoning  with  Capt  John  Locke  (Ledger  p.  )  Mrs  Stone  was  de¬ 
sirous  of  seeing  a  woman  at  Mrs  Hinmanc  who  resided  in  Scipio  near  a 
Mr  Sears  who  had  married  one  of  her  daughters .  She  was  conveyed  there 
in  r  L'leigji  driven  by  Mr  Parsons .  Spent  the  evening  very  jovially  and 
agreeably  at  1  r son’s  shop  v/ith  Mr  Luther  Smith  end  ?Tr  H.R. Locke. 

The  snow, damp  end  heavy. 

Sunday,  Jan’y  5th  Writing  as  usual. 

Monday,  Jan’y  6th  With  steers  and  oxen  f., stoned  to  a  blocksled  Ira 


s.nd  I  with  great  difficulty  broke  a  path  to  the  wood  and  bro't  home 
one  draught  which  after  bringing  it  cl  cam  the  hills  we  were  obligod  to 
divide  and  bring  home  in  2  pieces.  The  snow  was  2  foot  deep  in  the 
weeds.  The  mountains  were  remarkably  white. 

Tuesday,  Jan'y  7th  Toro  successful  in  getting  v/ood.  received  a  let¬ 
ter  from  Hiss  Stacy.  Mr  Zr  chariah  E  rvo od, lady, 
Gr.pt  Peres:  H  and  lady  spent  the  evening  here. 

C&pt  P  urged  me  very  strongly  to  take  a  school  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, but  I  was  too  sensible  of  my  inferiority  to  the  task  to  rick  the 
undertaking,  r  perused  papers  and  Robertson* e  /merica 
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at  Ira’s  alone  that  evening  by  •  good  fire. 

"'ednesdsy, 3en9y  8th  To  broke  a  path  through  what  is  usually  ier.ned 

"The  Oulph"  into  the  ST  part  of  tho  wood- lot  end 
brought  home  but  r  smell  ;u entity  of  v/ood •  lamp, heavy  snow, and  a  mil 
mile  air.  r'roto  an  answer  to  Miss  Stacy. 

Thursday,  Jan'y  9th  Cut  r  load  of  wood  in  the  woods.  Gi  11  ants  cl  Misa 

Ruth  I!:  rwood  to  town  as  I  was  going  to  mill. 
Called  at  the  P. Off ice  and  took  out  a  letter  for  her  from  her  brother 
0./ .Harwood  of  C;  zeno via, from  which  it  appeared  that  nv  letter  of  bee 
6th  nor  hers  of  the  some  date  had  not  reached  him.  There  I  first 
learned  that  the  theatre  in  VA  (Richmond,  Va.,had  been  destroyed  by 
fire  and  that  many  lives  were  lost  at  the  same  time.  Mr  2acha* a  H  Ja 
Jun'r  and  8r  Henry  wdth  *  Ruh&nc  Harwood  m  U  To.t  I  .1,1. visit 
to  our  house.  Tho  elders  of  the  neighborhood  of  both  ^exes  had  a  con 
\iv:  averting  at  that  house  in  the  event:  .x  . 

Read  r  few  pages  of  Robertson  to  ay  friend  II.  E.  Locke  -  Spent 
on  hour  or  2  in  Parson's  house.  Very  freezing  air . 
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Friday,  -Ti.n.  10th,,  Mr  Jucc  went  ini-,  tl  .  oes  with  us  where  we  were 

tolerably  fortunate.  Father's  business  was  and 
for  come  tine  had  been  about  lone  -  threshing  etc.  Borrowed  of  Major 
J  S  Robinson  the  Rational  Intelligencer  of  bee,  8th  31st  in  the  let¬ 
ter  of  which  was  an  account  of  the  dreadful  fire  at  Richmond  which  I 
read  as  follows  to  Dr  Swift  end  Hr  Luther  Bingham  at  the  doctor's 
office. 

HC'-T  PEL  /  .DPUL  C  LA  UY. 

Eichmo-.d  Pec  ember  27th.,  1011 

Last  night  the  play-house  in  this  city  was  crowded  with  an  unu¬ 
sual  audience.  There  could  not  have  b  e>.  less  than  six  hundred  per¬ 
sons  in  the  house.  Just  before  the  conclusion  of  the  play, the  sce¬ 
nery  caught  fire, and  in  a  few  huiuteo  the  whole  building  was  wrapt  in 
flames.  It  has  already  been  ascertained  that  78  persons  were  devour¬ 
ed  by  that  most  terrific  olesont.  The  editor  of  this  paper  (Tho  /nor 
lean  Standard  Rxira)  was  in  the  house  when  the  ever- to-be- remembered 
deplorable  accident  occurred .  lie  is  informed  that  the  scenery  took 
fire  in  the  back  part  of  the  house, by  the  raising  of  a  chandelier; 
that  the  boy, who  was  ordered  by  some  of  the  players  to  raise  it, sta¬ 
ted  that  if  he  did  so, the  scenery  would  take  fire, when  he  was  com¬ 
manded  'in  a  peremptory  manner  to  hoist  it.  The  boy  obeyed, and  the 
fire  was  instantly  communicated  to  the  scenery  -  He  gave  the  alarm 
in  the  rear  of  the- stage , end  requested  some  of  the  attendants  to  cut 
the  cords  by  which  those  combustible  materials  wore  suspended.  Tho 
person  whose  duty  it  was  to  perform  this  business, became  ; anie  struck 
end  sought  hie  own  safety.  This  unfortunately  happened  at  a  time 
when  one  of  the  platers  was  performing  near  the  orchestra, anti  the 
greatest  part  of  the  stage  with  its  horrid  danger, was  obscured  from 
the  audience  by  a  curtain.  The  flames  spread  with  almost  tho  rapidity 
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of  lightning,  end  the  fire, falling  from  the  ceiling  upon  the  perforat¬ 
or,  was  the  first  notice  which  the  people  had  of  their  danger.  Even 
then, many  supposed  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  play, end  wore  for  a  little 
while  restrained  from  flight, by  a  cry  from  the  stage  that  there  was 
no  danger.  The  performers  and  their  attendants, in  vain, endeavored  to 
tear  down  the  scenery.  The  fire  flashed  into  every  part  of  the  house 
with  a  rapidity  horrible  and  astonishing, and, also  M  Gushing  tears 
end  unspeakable  anguish  deprive  me  of  utterance.  No  tongue  can  tell, 
no  pen  or  pencil  can  describe, the  woeful  cutastcophe.  No  person,v/ho 
was  not  present, can  form  any  idee  of  this  unexampled  scene  of  human 
distress.  The  Editor  having  none  of  his  family  with  him, and  being  not 
for  from  the  door, was  among  the  first  who  escaped. 

No  words  can  express  his  horror, when  on  turning  round, he  discov¬ 
ered  the  v/hole  building  in  flames.  There  was  but  one  door  for  the 
greatest  part  of  the  audience  to  pass.  Men, women  and  children  were 
pressing  upon  each  other, while  the  flames  v/ere  seizing  upon  those  be¬ 
hind,  The  editor  went  to  the  different  wind ov/s, which  were  not  very 
high, and  implored  his  fellow  creatures  to  save  their  lives  by  jumping 
out  of  them.  Those  nearest  to  tho  windows, ignorant  of  their  great 
danger  were  afraid  to  leap  down, whilst  those  behind  them, were  seen 
catching  on  fire, writhing  in  the  greatest  agonies  of  pain  and  dis¬ 
tress.  At  length, those  behind, urged  by  the  pressing  flames, pushed 
those  out  who  were  nearest  to  the  windows, and  people  of  every  descrip 
tion  began  to  fall, one  upon  another, some  with  their  clothes  on  fire; 
some  half  roasted;  Oh*  Wretched  me*  Oh*  afflicted  people.  '  ould  to 
God  I  could  have  died  a  thousand  deaths  in  any  shape, could  individual 
suffering  have  purchased  the  safety  of  my  friends, my  benefactors, of 
those  whom  I  loved  -  -  -  The  editor  with  the  assistance  of  others, 
caught  several  of  those  whom  he  had  begged,  to  leap  from  the  windows. 
One  lady  jumped  out  when  all  her  clothes  v/ere  on  fire.  He  tore  them 
burning  from  her;  stripped  her  of  her  last  rags, and  protecting  her 
nakedness  with  hie  coat, carried  her  from  the  fire.  Fathers  and  Mother 
wore  deploring  the  loos  of  their  childi*en;  children  the  loss  of  their 
parents;  husbands  were  heard  to  lament  their  lost  companions;  Wives 
v/ere  bemoaning  their  burnt  husbands.  The  people  were  seen  wringing 
their  hands, beating  their  heads  and  breasts, and  those  who  had  secured 
themselves  seemed  to  suffer  greater  torments  than  those  who  were  en¬ 
veloped  in  glomes. 

Oh*  distracting  memory*  Who, that  saw  this, can  think  of  it  again, 
and  yet  i'etain  hio  senses.  Jo  I  droam  ?  No  No  Oh  that  it  wore  but  a 
dream,  My  God.  who  that  saw  his  friends  end  dearest  connexions  de¬ 
voured  by  fire, and  laying  in  heaps  at  the  doors, will  not  regret  that 
he  ever  lived  to  see  such  a  sight.  Could  savages  have  seen  this  mem¬ 
orable  event, it  would  have  softened  their  hearts.  A  sad  gloom  per¬ 
vades  this  place  and  every  countenance  is  cast  down  to  the  earth.  The 
loss  of  an  hundred  thousand  friends  in  the  field  of  battle, could  not 
touch  tho  heart  like  this.  Enough.  Imagine  what  cannot  be  described. 
The  most  distant,and  implacable  enemy, and  the  moat  savage  barbarians 
will  condole  our  unhappy  lot. 

All  of  those  who  were  in  the  pit  escaped  and  had  cleared  them¬ 
selves  from  the  house  before  those  who  were  in  the  boxes  could  get 
down, and  the  door  was  for  sometime  empty.  Those  from  above  v/ere  push 
ing  each  other  down  tho  steps, when  the  hindemost  might  have  got  out 
by  leaping  into  tho  pit.  A  gentleman  end  lady  who  otherwise  would  h 
have  perished, had  their  lives  saved  by  being  providentially  thrown 
f2*oin  the  second  boxes.  There  would  not  been  the  least  difficulty  in 
descending  from  the  first  boxes  into  the  pit. 

In  addition  to  the  list  now  given  it  is  believed  that  at  least  60 
othoro  perished  whose  are  not  yet-  ascertained.  (Here  follows  a 

list  of  73  names  of  persons  who  perished  in  the  fire, among  whom  is  the 
Governor  of  the  State)  (See  Nat.  Intelligence  of  Jan.  7th  1812) 
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Y/hen  arrived  from  Dr  Suit’s  I  found  company  at  home  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  following  persons  -  via.  Messrs  Joshua  Catos, John  Horton 
Jun*r,and  Gideon  House,  with  Mieses  Clarissa,  Lucretia  and  Laura  Hor¬ 
ton.  As  to  myself  I  was  as  barren  ol  anything  pleasing  or  arauaingto 
company, especially  such  an  one  as  that  of  which  I  am  now  speaking  - 
as  a  person  is, when  snoring  his  elbow  chair.  I  handed  Mr  N.  the  pa¬ 
per  containing  the  account  of  the  fire  (copied  above)  which  he  read  to 
us.  He  complained  of  the  style  in  which  it  was  written.  Said  the 
writor  attempted  to  write  in  a  (melancholy)  strain, but  made  bad  work 
of  it. 
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Saturday,  Jan.  11th  Father  very  unwillingly  consented  to  let  mo  have 

his  horses  and  sloigh,to  carry  ?irs  Stone  to  Hoo- 
sack  falls.  He  felt  extremely  anxious  to  prosecute  the  business  of 
getting  wood.  I  went  away  about  12  o’clock  -  carried  Mr  Parsons  with 
me  and  arrived  at  Hoosack  about  half  past  2.  Miss  Ruth  and  Miss  Ly¬ 
dia  Harwood  had  sent  instructions  by  Mrs  S.  to  Miss  Pamolia  Martin  to 
build  them  a  couple  of  new  fashioned  bonnets  while  Mrs  S.  was  on  her 
visit.  Miss  P.  was  not  at  home, but  was  tsyloring  at  a  Capt  Johnsons 
-  a  mile  and  a  half  N.F.  -  the  falls.  Thither  -  with  young  Isaac  Bull 
for  my  guide  -  I  went  and  gallanted  the  young  lady  and  her  apprentice 
Miss  Esther  Kayze,to  Mr  Martin’ e.  Put  up  at  Mr  Joseph  Horthups. 

Hoad  Randolph’s  anti-war  speech. 

Sunday,  Jan  12th  Visited  Mr  Cornelius  Stone  end  family  who  were  in 

health.  An  elderly  gentleman  and  lady,  I  saw  then 
there, who  appeared  to  belong  to  the  house.  Viewed  the 
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the  inside  of  Col  Dewey’s  now  brick  house, which  was  in  an  unfinished 
state.  Saw  3  men  in  the  lower  kitchen  in  the  act  of  breaking  one  of 
tho  ten  commandments, to  whom  I  spoko  twice  without  receiving  an  answer 
Staid  but  a  few  moments  -  called  on  Iir  Hial  Parsons  -  Read  debates  in 
Congress  -  Next  visited  Hr  i  eneca  Dorf^to  whom  I  uaG  introduced  by  his  ^ 
lady.  Found  them  in  health  with  two  children.  Returned  to  Mr  Northup* 
took  supper  and  with  Mr3  Stone  and  Mrs  Campbell  came  on  my  xmy  home  to 
Kinyan’o  Inn  where  Mr  Parsons  had  arrived  with  his  brother  Hial.  Just 
as  I  was  ready  to  cone  away  -  left  my  horses  near  the  door  and  stept 
back  into  house  a  moment.  On  looking  out  again  saw  no  horses  -  they 
were  not  tyed  and  being  impatient  pushed  for  homo.  I  wae  started  - 
but  overtook  them  before  they  had  proceeded  far  -  returned, took  in  my 
loading  and  without  any  other  difficulty  than  facing  a  frosty  sharp 
wind  arrived  at  Harwood  Castle  between  7  &  8  in  the  evening. 
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Monday,  Jan’y  iSth  It  was  cold  and  freezing.  Friend  Ira  and  I  drew 

up  2  loads  of  wood.  Ira  accidentally, while  choppifc 
threw  a  chip  into  my  right  eye  so  forcibly  as  to  cause  dimness  of  sight 
and  3ome  pain, on  that  account  could  neither  read  nor  write  in  the  eve- 
ning,which  was  a  rare  occurrence  with  me. 

On  Wednesday  the  8th  Inst  Col  Stacy  wrote  an  answer,  in  the  maker 
style, to  hie  female  correspondent, to  that  which  he  received  on  the  7th 
p.  57  -  marked  wrongly  on  the  eight. 

Tuesday,  Jan’  14th., In  getting  wood  Mr  Judd  assisted  us.  How  how  mor- 

-tified  I  should  foel  were  Mr  Judd  to  expose  my 
cowardice  in  felling  large  trees  in  a  jovial  witty  company  or  even 
amongst  men  of  a  sober  cast.  I  cannot  deny  that  ray  conduct  this  day 
would  justify  him  in  doing  so.  An  uncomfortable  day  in  tho  wood  -  the 
S.  wind  blew  violently, full  of  frost  and  hail  -  seemed  something  like 
thawing  in  tho  evening. 


Wednesday,  Jan  15th 
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No  change  in  business.  17m  Doty, a  young  man  about 
18  yoarc  of  age, 2nd  son  of  Mr  Ezra  Doty  arrived 
here  -  having  reached  town  a  night  or  two  before  -  from  Kush, Pennsylva¬ 
nia 

Thursday,  Jan.  16th  Extremely  cold.  Mr  Judd  was  chopping  with  me  and 

complained  bitterly  of  cold  feet  in  which  I  joined  h 
him  eriously  respecting  my  own. 

Friday,  Jan  17th  On  account  of  the  severity  of  the  weather- 

did  not  go  into  the  wood, but  worked  in  the  barn  with 
my  father.  Mr  Andrew  I  arson  &  his  brother  Hial  in  tho  evening  about  8 
o’clock  invited  Miss  Lydia  Harwood  to  a  cutter-ride  accompanied  by 
another  lady, and  she  went. 


Saturday,  Jan. 18th  Very  clear  &  and  dreadful  cold.  Ho  work  of  conse¬ 
quence  was  performed.  Visitod  the  P.  Office, Print¬ 
ing  office, Major  J.  E.  Kobincon’s  office  (whore  I  viewed  several  volumes 
of  tho  old  Town  Library)  and  Gam’l  3. Young’s  office. 
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out  of  whoso  library'  I  took, with  Mr  A. H. Avery’s  permission, the  third 
volume  of  Robertson’s  merica.  p.52  ilth  line  from  tho  top. 


Sunday,  Jan. 19th  btill  very  severe  but  not  equal  to  the  18th  .  Mr 

Jones  Harwood  with  hia  2nd  daughter,  Mr  Wright 
and  Mr  Horatio  G.  Doty, the  two  former  from  Hopkinton,  N.Y. after  an  ab¬ 
sence  cf  almost  5  years, the  latter  from  Salem,  13, Y. arrived  hero  in  the 
course  of  the  evening.  Early  in  the  evening  I  hoard  a  hoarse  roaring  of 
wind  in  tho  3.  and  S.E. 


Monday,  Jan  20th  Tho  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  vicinity  witnessed 

*'  one  of  the  moot  violent  and  furious  storms  of  wind 

and  hail  and  snow  that  had  happened  for  many  years.  Father  and  Mr  Doty 
wished  to  go  to  the  furnace  and  vainly  attempted  to  brave  the  atom  for 
that  purpose, but  wero  glad  to  be  seated  by  a  good  fire  side.  The  storm 
considerably  abated  in  the  l.M.  raid  then  they  went.  I  read  Robertson 
what  time  could  get.  Our  company  was  very  lively  in  the  evening. 

The  storm  came  from  N.E.  70 

Tuesday,  Jon.  21st  Mr  Wright  and  Mr  Doty  sot  off  for  Salem.  I  wrote  an 

order  on  Mr  James  Hicks  in  favor  of  Mr  D.  in  ray- 
fathers  name, to  whom  ho  was  indebted  in  the  suci/f  of  four  dollars  fifty 

throe  cents  -  being  tho  remainder  of  (12.50  and  the  interest, borrowed  of 

Mr  Doty  cn  the  2bth  Sept.  1809  Mr  Hicks  did  not  pay  it  because  he  had 
not  received  a  considerable  sum  of  money  from  ilmington  due  to  my  fath¬ 
er  from  Capt.  Ellis  Doty.  A  very  tedious  day, high  boisterous  winds  from 
N.V.full  of  snow  and  frost.  Father  settled  accounts  with  Mr  Isaac  Judd. 

Wednesday,  Ja,  22nd  Rode  to  town  with  my  father  and  Hr  Jonas  Harwood  who 

were  desirous  of  visiting  Mr  3.  Ptobinson  Jun’r  but 
were  obliged  to  turn  back  on  account  of  the  roads  being  blocked  up  with 
snow.  People  in  all  parts  of  the  town  turned  out  to  break  roads.  We 
had  enough  to  do  to  brock  out  our  own  private  road  both  in  the  direction 
of  the  public  highway  and  of  the  wood  land  where  it  required  much  dig¬ 
ging.  Borrowed  some  Philadelphia  and  Washington  papers  of  Mr  Hsawell  in 
which  were 
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the  speeches  of  Masers  Boyd, Roberts  and  Johnson  of  which  tho  latter  was 
in  ray  estimation  the  best.  All  spoken  on  the  war  question. 

Cold, but  more  mild  than  it  had  been. 
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Thursday*  Jan  23rd  Snored  from  the  S •  Ho. Ho, the  weather  v/as  moder¬ 
ate  and  calm.  I  and  my  friend  Xra  wallowed  thru 
the  enow  and  got  three  loads  of  wood. 

Friday,  Jan  24th  Snowed  moderately  from  the  3.  and  grow  warmer. 

Forked  in  the  barn. 

From  the  23rd  of  December  until  this  time  there  had  been  an  al¬ 
most  uninterrupted  succession  of  cold  days  and  nights, rough  storms 
and  deep  falling  snov/s.  Great  banks  of  snow  frequently  presented 
themselves  and  its  depth  in  the  forest  was  almost  two  feet  and  a  half 
This  winter  is  intitled  to  the  name  of  the  "hard  winter”  up  to  this 
date. 

Sund.  Saturday, Jan  25th  I  spent  the  day  getting  wood  with  friend  Ira 

Very  warn. 


Sunday,  Jan,  26th  Busy  writing.  Hiss  Achesh  and  her  brother  il- 

lirm  Doty  tarried  all  night  with  us.  (Dee  I  .63 
and  V.lst  Feb  25th  1811}  In  the  early 
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part  of  tho  evening  called  on  Mr  Uillima  llaswell  who  obligingly  lent 
me  or  rather  made  me  a  present  of  the  Hat.  Intelligencer  of  the  4th 
and  7th  of  Jan.  in  which  I  found  the  speeches  of  Hr  Stanford,  Mr  King 
Hr  Boyd, Hr  Clay  and  Mr  7'idgery  -  narative  of  the  dreadful  fire  at 
Richmond  etc  etc.  Bad  walking.  Thawy . 


Monday,  Jan.  27th  In  a  hurry  -  v/rote  a  short  letter  to  Miss  Sophia 

Waters  of  Faran  Creek  Village  by  Hr  Jonas  Harwood 
who  went  there  to  bring  Hies  Annie  Stone  up  to  our  house  to  see  her 
mother  the  former  having  just  arrived  from  Scipio  (K.Y. )  where  her 
sister  !  ucy  resides.  Soon  after  her  arrival,  Knal-oge,  her  son  Richnd 
and  youngest  daughter  drove  up  and  embraced  their  friends  in  tears  of 
joy  and  affection.  Friend  Ira  and  2  teons  in  Parson’s  service  drew 
bricks  from  Pownrl.  Worked  in  the  barn  with  father. 


Wednesday, Jan  28th  ssisted  by  Mr  Judd  got  down  3  loads  cf  wood  & 
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broke  down  the  sledge, the  last  load  with  a  very  large  log  upon  it. 
Friend  Ire  as  on  the  27th. 

‘  edneeday,  Jan.  29th* !r  Jonas,  Mr  Ira  mid  Mrs  Theodosia  with  her  young 

est  and  eldest  daughters, end  Hiss  Eliza  Harwood 
2nd  daughter  of  Mr  J.  Harwood  all  went  to  Hoosac  together.  Our  hams 
were  deposited  in  Mr  Brown’s  smoke-house,  Mr  Dhrwood  with  his  lady 
and  Miss  Lucinda  Clark  -  daughter  of  Mrs  Stark  formerly  widow 

Clark  of  Fill ions town  (Mass)  an  aunt  of  mine  -  arrived  here  from  bil¬ 
lions  town  -  in  the  evening, and  soon  after  then  from  the  same  place 
Mrs  Pegs  and  her  son  Richard.  My  father  about  these  days  felt  very 
timorous  about  his  hay  lest  it  should  be  devoured  ere  the  opening  of 
the  ensuing  spring  and  conoe  uently  no  cousin's  horse  had  a  hearty 
welcome.  This  Mr  Sherwood  brought  three  with  him.  No  pleasing  fig¬ 
ures  indeed  to  ny  old  father  who  vehemently  exclaimed  'They  can’t 
bring  horses  enough  here  but  they  will  tail  them  to  their  sleighs.” 

Mr  Samuel  Stanton  a  respectable  old  friend  and  acquaintance  of  my 
father’s' called  on  ue  this  day  and  made  us  &  short, but  Very  agreeable, 
visit.  He  informed  father  of  r  valuable  farm  and  buildings  situa¬ 
ted  in  the  town  of  Nov;  Lisbon 
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M.Y.  in  which  place  he  resided  -  that  might  be  purchased  at  a  reduced 
price, the  proprietor’s  circumst:  ncec  being  such  as  induced  him  to  dis 
pose  of  it  at  e  low  rate. 
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Thursday,  Jan  30th  Mr  Sherwood  and  hio  2  ladies  wont  on  to  the  north 

ward  -  Miss  Clark  was  much  out  of  health  %'  Mrs 
Stone  (see  Nov. 10th)  -  her  daughter  Sukey  (Mrs  Pegs)  Miss  A. Stone  end 
Mr  P.Peggs  moved  off  to  Hoosac  falls.  Finished  rending  the  6th  Book 
of  Robertson's  America  v/hich  gives  a  history  of  the  congest  of  Peru 
by  Pizarro  which  had  afforded  me  ex ^uisito  satisfaction  during  several 
long  evenings. 

Friday,  Jan. 31st  Mr  Ira  Harwood  and  hio  company  arrived  from  Hoosac 

Mrs  Sabra  Mellen, amiable  consort  of  Mr  William  Mel 
Ion  departed  this  life  in  the  67th  year  of  her  ago.  Mr  Stuart  a  young 
gentlemen  residing  in  Cambridge,  N.Y.  who  had  married  Miss  Almira  Doty 
2nd  daughter  ox  Mr  E zra  Doty  arrived  in  the  evening  with  Mies  Achsoh 
Doty  and  her  brother  \7m  whose  intention^  was  to  sot  out  on  their  jour¬ 
ney  to  Rush, Penn  the  next  Monday.  (Jan  20th) 
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Saturday, Feb*y  1st  My  friend  Ira  and  myself  worked  hard, beginning  lab 

late, and  brought  homo  three  loads  of  wood.  Mr 
Fbenezer  Harwood  arriv3d  here  from  ^i Hist on  by  the  way  of  Troy.  Gave 
very  strict  and  peremptory  orders  respecting  the  fare  of  his  horses 
•which  were  not  implicitly  obeyed.  A  clear  pleasant  day. 

Sunday,  Feb'y  2nd  The  remains  of  Mrs  3.  Mellon  were  buried.  I  did 

not  go  to  the  house  of  tho  deceased  but  attended 
public  worship  at  Church  where  I  heard  Mr  Marsh  preach  from  (St  John) 
2nd  Tim. I  a  c  9th  and  10th  vs.  In  the  P , M .  from  St  John  10th  c  32  v 
Felt  dull  and  quite  unprepared  for  receiving  instruction  from  the  Desk 
Tho  intermission  was  short  and  having  no  intimate  friend  to  converse 
with  or  to  conduct  me  to  tho  house  of  a  friend;  I  went  alono  to  Col 
Fay's  whore  Capt  David  Robinson  Jun'r  kept  his  law  office  and  amused 
myself  reading  r>  little  in  Guthries  geography  and  looking  over  news¬ 
papers,  books  and  pamphlet s, amongst  tho  latter  of  which  I  found  -  Es¬ 
says  of  Howard  a  late  publication  on  imprisonment  for  debt  which  I  in¬ 
tended  on  some  future  day  to  peruse.  Road  a  vor;  friendly  letter  from 
Judge  Robinson  to  Capt.  D  dated  at  Washington  29th  of  Dec'r  in  which 
he  stated  hi3  health  to  be  rood  -  his  apprehensions  of  war  -  of  too 
much 
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inaction  in  the  H.  of  I  .  v/ith  respect  to  war  measures  -  of  himself  and 
Mr  Fisk's  having  engaged  for  r.  son  of  Mrs  Gray, then  in  N. Jersey, to 
obtain  (Ithink  it  was)  an  Ensign's  commission  and  a  word  or  two  about 
the  melancholy  catastrophe  at  Richmond. 

Friend  Ira  was  taken  very  ill  in  the  evening  but  got  better  about 
9o 'clock.  I  lodged  at  his  houoo  so  as  to  be  ready  to  act  as  occasion 
might  require.  A  thaw  was  blown  up  by  a  strong  S.  wind. 

Monday,  Feb'y  3rd  I  worked  in  company  with  Mr  Judd, and  although  some 

serious  tugs  and  difficulties  occurred, yet  I  took 
a  degree  of  pleasure  in  pursuing  the  business;  he  was  so  gay  and  cheer 
ful  that  I  could  not  help  it.  In  the  evening  -  assisted  in  settling 
accounts  between  my  father  and  his  brother  Jonas, who, to  ballonce  the 
book  gave  his  note  for  0 244. 16 

Found  the  V.llth  B.  of  Robertson's  Am* a  which  takes  a  view  of  the 
m nner o, customs, arts, government  etc  of  tho  ancient  Mexicans  and  peru¬ 
viana,  not  so  entertaining  as  those  B's  which  precede  it, but  more 
curious. 

About  this  period  we  had  a  great  thaw  caused  by  abundant  rain 
which  raised  the  streams  high. 
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Tuesday,  Feb'y  4th  Mr  Jonas  and  Mr  Shone ser  Harwood  set  out  for  their 

respective  homes, at  Hopkinton  (11. Y. )  and  Williaton 
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(V.T. )  (see  10th  of  Jan  and  Feb’y  let)  Is  it  my  business  to  say  of  thed 
former  of  these  gentlemen  that  he  accepted  5v  dollars  borrowed  money 
to  bear  his  expenses  to  Step’n?  He  could  do  no  less, fortune  having  so 
indignantly  frowned  on  him  in  many  of  his  deeds  and  calculations.  I 
an  wrong  in  saying  it  was  all  borrowed  -  I  think  it  v/as  only  3 i 
To  the  latter  he  gaae  a  barrel  of  cider, for  which  he  v/as  very  thankful 
Borrowed  a  few  K. papers  of  Mr  Haewell  in  one  of  which  I  found  an  elegan 
extract  from  Gov  Gerry’s  speech  and  read  it  to  my  father  in  the  evening 
it  suited  him  well.  Returning  from  town  in  a  sleigh  with  father,  met 
a  couple  of  sleighs  loaded  with  grain  a  few  rods  S.of  Dr  Swifts  which 
we  supposed  belonged  to  Judge  Solomon  bright, one  of  which  had  to  be 
drawn  by  hand  over  a  very  ugly  hole  in  a  drift  of  snow  mid  we  assisted 
in  the  affair.  Bad  travelling  through  out  the  country. 

Wednesday,  Feb’y  5thFre  this  tine  our  rye  and  oats  had  been  threshed 

out,  Iso  a  part  of  the  Indian  corn.  Worked  in  the 
bam  -  with  father  threshing  wint’r  wheat, 
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Thursday , Fob  * y  6  th  Very  cold,  and  some  plagued  to  keep  warm  at  thresh 

ing.  Miss  Theodosia  Montague  visited  at  our  house 
in  the  evening, 

Friday,  Feb’y  7th  Mr  Judd  and  friend  Ira  worked  in  the  wood.  Worked 

in  the  bam  with  father.  Mr  Montague  and  his  son 
Frastue  dressed  flax.  Mr  Kathan’l  R.  Locke  bad  father’s  sleigh  and 
horses  with  which  he  conveyed  Miss  Ruth  H  arwood  to  Mr  r. Harwood’s 
end  Miss  Lydia  K.  to  the  Cotton  Factory  on  la ran  Crock, from  whence  r 
L.  returned  late  in  the  evening  in  the  -rain  which  a  violent  S.wind  had 
blown  up*  Finished  reading  Robertson’s  America.  Vol  1  p  261  June  9 
Vol  2d  p 

Saturday,  Feb’y  8th  Ever  since  the  4th  the  family  had  enjoyed  domestic 

tranquility  end  repose  to  which  it  had  been  a 
stranger  many  weeks  end  what  is  more  remarkable  the  heads  of  it  this 
day  had  the  peculiar  satisfaction  of  boirg  seated  at  the  table  with  it 
when  no  other  person  was  present.  An  evening  never  was  more  agreeably 
talked  away  in  ray  life  than  this  which  I  spent  with  my  oldest  sister 
in  my  grandgathor’e  kitchen  lighted  by  a  low  fire 

7  9 

Very  great  rains  had  now  almost  deluged  the  country.  They  continued 
falling  almost  the  whole  day  and  the  streams  rising. 

Sunday,  Feb’y  9th  T'roto  a  few  pages  so  stiffly  however  as  to  appear 

very  disgustful  in  my  eyo  tie  does  this  which  I  am 
now  filling.  Head  newspapers  in  the  evening.  Cur  thaw  was  over, 
which  had  carried  off  all  the  bridges  on  Hoosick  river  below  the  falls 

Monday, Feb’y  10th  Mr  Judd  was  on  the  carpet  getting  wood  along  with 

friend  Ira; and  I  thumping  wheat  with  father  in  the 
barn,  Mr  Henry  Faxon  brought  his  lady  and  little  boy  on  a  visit  here 
He  lived  in  this  neighborhood  in  1805.  In  the  evening  read  in  the  Old 
Testament  47th  of  Gen’s  20th  and  25th  Nu  bero  inclusive. 

Fob.  11th  Tuesday  Hondo  with  friend  Ira  to  the  school  house  and  to 

...  -Capt  Norton's  where  I  road  a  long  letter  from  Wash¬ 

ington  or  some  other  southern  place  on  public  affairs  -  in  the  Fashing- 
tonian  of  Sept  30th  -  predicting  that  a  war-cry  would  prevail  in  Con¬ 
gress  to  effect  Madison* s  re-election.  This  CRY  it  was  supposed  would 
down  a  smaller  cry  against  the  president  cot  up  by  the  ex-secretary 
Smith.  Capt  N8a  fanning  mill  v/as  brought  home  with  which  we  fanned 
32  bushels  of  wheat  in  the  P.”,  I  laborod  hard  in  that  business  and 
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wa3  some  fatigued  at  night,  It  was  snamf  In  the  morning  end  in  the 
evening  which  greatly  mended  the  sleighing  which  had  been  considera¬ 
bly  damaged  by  the  late  thaw.  Mr  Faxon  and  his  lady  returned  to  Hoo- 
oiek. 

ednesday,  Feb’y  12thVery  cold  -  kept  good  fires  and  wrote  a  fev;  lines 

that  was  about  all.  In  the  evening  Dr  Jonas 
Fay  I  sqr  called  in  and  took  supper  and  lodging  here.  Had  Giles*  war 
speech  with  him  which  I  read  and  approved.  Copied  for  l.Iiso  Sophia 
'  ’  tors  Ledyarda  Praise  of  ‘omsrn. 

Thursday, Feb’y  13th  -n  unusually  cold  morning.  Father  went  off  to  mar 

ket  with  24  bushels  of  wheat.  Liked  the  fireside 
very  v/oll  and  did  not  leave  it  to  go  abroad  about  the  business  of  the 
day  till  near  12  o’clock  and  then  Capt  Ira  and  this  journalist  brought 
hone  two  loads  of  wood,  I  asked  Dr  Fay  to  inform  mo  who  it  was  that 
drafted  the  constitution  of  Vermont;  He  answered  ;  himself  was  the 
person.  The  Dr  went  away  1 
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r  E .raters  and  Mrs  F.  "Fr  tors  visited  our  house  in  the  p.t!.  Really  a 
fine  day. 

Friday,  Feb’y  14th  F.  thor  arrived  from  Lansingburg  where  he  had  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  wheat  for  10  shillings  (Yk)  pr  bushel 
and  amongst  other  articles  §ad  purchased  for  his  youngest  daughter, an 
abridgement  of  Horse’s  Geography  for  Hay  1811.  Kr  Luther  Bliss  Sunr 
very  politely  favored  ne  with  the  Lansingburg  Gazette  of  the  11th  inat 
which  I  read  with  pie; sure.  Received  a  letter  from  Kiss  Stacy,  (Jon 
8th)  Frote  a  letter  to  Rise  Sophia  aters  wherein  I  detailed  the  pro 
weedings  of  the  day  and  cautioned  her  respecting  hor  conduct  in  her  n& 
new  station  -  Signed  it  P.C  rpenter,  A  new  thaw  had  come  on  attended 
with  rain. 

Saturday , Feb’ y  15th  Mr  Judd  went  out  with  us  to  assist  in  getting  wood 

and  shared  with  uc  the  ill  fortune  of  the  day 
which  was  in  part  owing  to  want  of  foresight  and  in  part  to  the  depth 
and  dampness  of  the  snow,  ft  any  rate  we  brought  home  some  of  the 
largest  maple  logs  in  the  forest  though  we  had  hard  tugging  to  load 
and  draw  them  out.  In  the  evening  perused  Morses’  Geography. 

Sunday,  Feb.  16th  Mr  H.R. Locke  obligingly  conveyed  my  letter  (p  Feb 

14th)  to  hiss  "aters  at  the  Cotton  factory. 
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Monday. Feb  17th.,  I  cut  a  small  lo:d  of  wood  which  was  carried,  to 

the  school  house  by  friend  Ira  who  was  not  very 
well  that  day, and  there  I  prepared  it  for  the  stove.  Worked  in  company 
with  Mr  Henry  Mellon  who  had  likewise  fetched  a  load  of  school  wood. 
Spent  an  hour  or  two  in  Mr  Horton’s  school  after  chopping  wood  end  ob¬ 
served  nothing  but  decency  and  regularity  in  it.  Rather  then  sit  idle 
scribbled  a  few  lines  on  Hr  Jesse  Loomis  Junr  paper  -  with  his  leave, 
which  was  of  no  Importance  otherwise  than  being  an  exhibition  of  my 
poverty  in  i»4el£4gen«© intellectual  acquirements  -  Had  my  flute  with  me 
and  played  a  few  pieces  aft.  r  the  dismission  of  the  school.  Hr  N.  and 
some  of  his  largest .scholars  tarried  there  a  little  time  to  bury  the 
fire  etc., in  tho  meantime  Kr  John  Crawford  came  in  -  ell  to  live  - 
Ho  was  very  silly  but  mode  some  fun  for  us. 

Tuesday, Feb. 18th  Father  and  mother  rode  out  together  and  visited  at 

Hr  Fdgortono  -  N.  pt  of  the  town.  Mr  Judd  and  I 
had  happy  doings  in  the  woods.  Friend  Irs  who  served  as  cattle  guardi- 
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an  at  home  exchanged  places  with  me  when  the  last  load  was  brought  down 
at  night, going  himself  v;ith  the  team. 

Mr  Joseph  Horton  brought  hie  lady  and 
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Mrs  Street  and  made  an  P.H.  and  evening  sail  visit.  Mr  Ellis  and  Mr 
Denham  -  gentlemen  -  of  whom  father  purchased  his  wooden-clock  on  the 
13th  March  1811  -  put  up  with  us  this  evening.  Enjoyed  no  small  de¬ 
gree  of  pleasure  in  music  -  retired  from  company.  Htempted  v;riting  an 
answer  to  lliso  Stacy  -  failed  for  want  of  stock. 

Wednesday, Feb  19th* .Father  and  Mother  visited  at  Esquire  Dunham’s  in 

Pownal.  I  performed  no  more  business  than  I  could 
handsomely  avoid.  Friend  Ira  was  unwell,  Mr  Stephen  Harwood  and  his 
lady  came  here  on  a  visit.  Mr  Para  'hippie  with  his  lady  and  daughter. 
Horthup  came  likewise  on  the  same  business,  talked  to  town  in  the  P.M, 
and  borrowed  a  few  papers  of  Mr  Haowell  -  borrowed  Mr  Homan  Allen  Fay’s 
U.S. musical  notes  (Dec’r  25th)  Had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  play  a 
few  excellent  pieces  on  his  violin.  Was  very  busy  writing  music  in  the 
evening.  F;  ther  disliked  my  employment. 

Thursday, Feb.  20th  The  ladies  -  I  mean  the  elder  ones  made  a  party  at 

Mr  "achariah  Harwood’s  and  all  the  gentlemen  - 
except  the  oldest  of  this  ancient  castle, attended  a  meeting  of  the 
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republicans  of  the  county  of  Bennington, convened  at  the  house  of  Mr 
Chao  Cushman  and  adjourned  to  the  meeting  house  where  it  was  holden. 

It  was  not  a  very  numerous  assemblage. alt ho*  it  contained  some  of  the 
best  men  in  the  county.  The  greatest  activity  and  alacrity  was  not 
conspic  in  this  convention.  It  is  true, there  was  not  a  dissenting 
voice  raised  against  the  resolves  reported  by  the  committee  appointed 
to  draft  them, but  still  there  was  a  little  too  much  drowsiness  -  a  lit 
tie  too  much  heaviness  to  correspond  with  the  eventful  crisis.  The 
meeting  \7as  opened  at  the  meeting  house  by  prayer  wherein  Mr  Marsh  dis¬ 
pleased  placed  no  mean  ability.  Col  D  vid  Fay  chairman  and  Crsamus  C 
Merrill  secretary.  The  proceedings  may  be  seen  in  the  Creen  Mountain 
Farmer  of  Feb.  24th  Mr  Ellis  Doty  and  Mr  Moses  Fox  arrived  from  '  il 
mington.  Capt  V/hipple  with  his  lady  went  home. 

Friday, Feb.  21ot.,  We  got  a  small  quantity  of  wood.  Mr  Northop  camo  fo 

from  Hoosack.was  a  we  Iconic  visitor  on  whose  account 
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we  suspended  our  wooden  operations  that  a  little  time  might  be  spent 
with  him.  I  paid  no  attention  scarcely  at  all  to  visitors  being  very 
intent  on  copying  a  few  favorite  pieces  from  Mr  H. A. Fay’s  U.S. Music 
Book  which  I  had  agreed  to  roturn  in  the  evening.  Ft ther  was  hotly 
incensed  against  me  for  taking  so  fine  an  opportunity  for  puroueing 
necessary  business, to  indulge  myself  in  such  a  frivilous, improper 
unprofitable  employment  -  and  said  so  much  that  I  quitted  it  and  attend 
ed  to  other  concerns  till  evening  -  when  I  went  to  neighbor  Whiteheads’ 
finished  my  musical  writing  and  carried  the  book  to  Mr  Fay, whose  brother 
in-law, Mr  Uriah  Edgcrton,and  some  ladies  who  had  paid  him  and  his  new 
bride, for  the  present, a  farewell  visit, were  passing  out  of  the  door 
as  I  entered  the  house.  I  took  a  seat, and  -  Mr  F.  Putting  his  violin 
in  tune  -?  played  Gillicrankie  and  2  or  3  other  puecos  with  him  till  my 
instrument  became  quite  disordered, altho’  I  had  rested  it 
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more  than  half  tho  time  to  hoar  the  sweet  sounding  Viol  -  at  this 
time  Judge  Fay  came  into  the  office  and  said  ho  guessed  we  must  adjourn 
the  music  -  Mrs  Fay  had  the  fidgets  so  high  sho  could  bear  to  hear  it 
no  longer  -  and  it  was  adjourned.  Dr  Fay  was  present  and  said  (forget- 
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ting  how  many  singers  there  were  in  the  family )he  had  never  heard  so 
much  music  from  all  the  Harwood  family  ao  I  had  then  ma.de.  Mr  Fay  said 
(in  earnest  I  warrant)!  played  very  well.  I  let  him  know  that  I  was  in 
some  measure  acquainted  with  my  awkwardness  and  clumsiness  in  that  art 
so  that  he  might  understand  how  little  I  had  fatted  on  praises.  He  com¬ 
plained  of  himself  in  the  same  way  -  It  seems  to  me  I  would  never  do 
that  were  I  possessed  of  his  genious  for  music.  I  parted  with  him  talk 
ing  of  the  excellence  of  music.  He  re  uestod  I  would  give  his  compll*se* 
ments  to  my  parents  ft  to  my  sister  Lydia.  He  set  off  for  Baltimore 
(City)  Feb  24th  (p.20)  I  lodged  with  Mr  K.R. Locke  that  night. 
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Saturday, Feb.  22  Mr  Uriah  Edgcrton  brought  in  14  geese  to  exchange 

v/ith  us,which  was  readily  done.  I  was  very  much 
pleased  at  the  old it y  of  the  transaction.  Mr  Northrop  and  his  lady  re¬ 
turned  to  Hoosack.  Mr  Doty  and  his  friend  Fox  kept  the  house  full  of 
jokes  and  laughing  while  they  wore  in  it.  Hear  night  -  rode  to  town 
with  them  and  heard  most  of  Mr  C.P. VtmNesae* □  plea  in  favor  of 
Swift  who  was  indited  for  perjury.  He  spoke  fact  and  distinctly  with 
a  dutch  tang  or  slang.  Spent  the  evening  principally  with  Moses  Fox 
with  whom  I  found  some  acquaintance  and  found  him  an  agreeable  friend 

Sunday, Feb.  23rd  Mr  Doty  and  Mr  Fox  went  away  in  the  morning  - 

Snowed  all  day.  v'roto  a  letter  to  Clark  /.Harwod 
-  Cazenovia,  Mentioned  mothor’s  having  been  mraoll  with  a  bad  cough* 
Grandfather’s  being  better  than  in  the  for©  part  of  the  winter  -  the 
rest  of  the  family  in  tolerable  health.  Copied  a  paragraph  from  a 
late  letter  of  his  father  to  Ruth  the  prospect  of  which  was  that  he 
had  been  informed  that  Mr  /bijah  Harwood  (his  eldoon  son)  had  been 
hung-in— «ebe«T  living  in  uebec, 
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and  as  to  wages  and  employment  hid  done  well, but  had  been  sick  and  lost 
almost  all  his  earnings  -  from  that  place  he  had  gone  to  Halifax  -  N. 
Scotia  -  since  which  he  had  not  heard  from  him  (in  /ug.)  Respecting 
James  I  informed  him  that  in  his  letter  which  ho  addressed  to  Mr  Doty 
he  said  he  should  go  to  the  Havanna.  I  told  him  it  was  my  intention 
to  purchase  ( ,?pril  8)  a  now  geography  and  requested  him  to  inform  rae 
if  heknev;  of  a  new  publication  of  that  kind  that  would  appear  in  pub¬ 
lic  within  a  few  months  -  and  inquired  what  /tins  it  was  best  to  pur¬ 
chase.  (Finished  it  noxt  day).  SnoY/ed  during  tho  whole  day. 

Monday,  Feb.  24th  Mr  Josiah  Riley  and  Mr  Sam*  1  H.Blackraor  came  to 

our  house  in  the  morning  and  carried  Miss  Ruth 
Harwood  to  Capt  S.Blackmer’s  to  be  a  witness  for  Mr  R.  against  Capt 
Is ’a  Hendryx.  Gf  this  I  informed  Mr  Harwood  in  my  letter  which  I 
closed  this  evening.  I  worked  in  tho  barn.  Twas  a  cold  day.  The 
wind  had  blown  uncommonly  strong  H.E.  all  night  and  fill’d  tho  roads 
with  snow. 
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Tuesday,  Feb.  25th  Mr  Holt  and  my  aunt  from  the  westward  set  out  for 

home  -  Read  Mr  Shef fey’s  speech  against  Y/ar  in  the 
evening.  Very  cold  weather. 

Wednesday,  Feb. 26th  /  slight  snoY/  came  in  the  morning  -  goggy  on  the 

mountains  -  the  air  was  calm  awhile  -  Before  noon 
whirl-wind  began  to  rise  and  became  more  and  more  violent  till  past 
11  o’clock  at  night  -  afterwards  gradually  subsided.  Mr  Sholos  with 
his  lady  came  with  Miss  Waters  (Sophia)  and  tarriod  all  night.  With 
them  and  others  saw  the  moon  totally  eclipsed  pact  12  at  night  -  Very 
cold  -  '  ind  high  N.W, 

— 

Thursday,  Feb.  27th  Tho  cold  was  piercing  indeed  -  assisted  in  digging 
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thro*  the  the  lane  to  the  main  road.  Mr  Shoalo  with  his  lady  after 
dinner  went  home. 

Friday,  Feb.  28th  Friend  Ira  and  Hr  Judd  get  wood  -  My  father  and  I 

worked  in  the  barn.  S  wind  blew  up  keenly. 

Saturday,  Feb.  29th  Began  writing  a  letter  to  Hies  Stacy  to  answer  hers 

of  the  15th.  Ira  and  father  were  both  unwell. 
Finished  threshing  English  grain  for  the  present  season.  Dr  Fay  left 
us  in  the  morning.  (  rongly  referred  to  from  p.  154  See  Jan  29} 
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A  coarse  hail  nixed  or  mixt  with  rain  fell  that  day  which  formed  a 
curious  crust  that  in  fair  weather  reflected  the  rays  of  the  sun 
like  ice. 

At  the  close  of  this  month  the  snow  was  aB  deep  as  it  had  boon 
within  three  months  before  -  there  had  been  almost  as  many  cold  days 
in  it  ae  in  Dec • r  or  Jan*y  and  every  appearance  of  winter  still  con^ 
tinued.  Hay  it  was  thought  would  become  scarce  if  it  had  not  already 
-  people  generally  had  got  sick  of  the  long  and  tedious  winter  and 
wished  for  a  thaw. 

Sund  ay,  March  1st  I  wrote  down  the  first  account  which  was  publishd 

of  the  conflagration  at  Richmond.  (See  p  58)Cold 

Monday, March  2nd  I3o  morning  since  the  first  of  January  had  been 

much  colder.  Friend  Ira  drew  wood  for  Col  Horton 
Father  and  I  winnowed  wheat  with  C&pt  Norton’s  fanning-mill  which  I 
brought  home  on  an  ox-sled.  Mr  Marks  our  old  tin 
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pedlar  lodged  with  uo  -  and  in  the  evening  told  me  of  a  $oung  lady  in 
his  neighborhood  who  would  make  me  a  good  wife  -  having  first  heard 
me  described  ouch  an  one  as  I  would  have.  Hio3  Liademia  Harwood  was 
gallanted  very  prettily  by  Messrs  J.B.Hoton  and  Geo  Mellon  with  other 
young  people  of  her  acquaintance  on  a  sleigh- ride.  Sent  Miss  tacy 
her  letter  (See  Saturday).  Took  peculiar  satisfaction  in  music  this 
evening. 

Tuesday,  March  3rd  Planted  myself  by  the  fanning  mill  early  in  the 

morning  end  continued  turning  it  more  than  an 
hour  -  and  if  anybody  wishes  to  know  why  I  mention  it  here  -  let  him 
take  a  turn  at  it  himself  and  see  whether  he  would  not  talk  or  v/rite 
as  much  about  it  as  I  do.  Mr  Judd  &  I  got  wood  together.  Mr  John 
T/hipple  arrived  from  Sund  *  d , VT  Miss  Sophia  atero  came  from  the 
Cotton  Manufactory,  Mr  Jed’a  Palmer  gave  hi3  note  for  2  bbls  cider 
delivered 
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that  evening.  I  penned  the  note  for  him  -  he  signed  it  and  wrote  un¬ 
der  his  name  -  Attest  -  re  uesting  me  to  witness  it  in  that  form  which 
I  was  too  disobedient  to  do  -  I  however  did  it  in  the  usual  way.  Mr  P 
somehow  or  other  felt  in  high  spirits  at  that  time.  The  note  was  03. 
to  be  paid  in  joiner- work.  Mr  Ira  H’d  drew  wood  for  Col.  Norton. 

Wednesday, March  4th  Rode  to  A.lbany  with  Mr  John  Whipple  -  making  but  2 

halts  -  at  Haskins’  and  at  Duncan’s  -  at  which 
latter  house  I  caw  a  boy  at  the  breast  two  years  old  and  upward.  The 
landlady  -  its  mother  -  allowed  her  children  to  bo  in  the  bar-room 
making  as  much  noise  as  they  pleased.  I  saw  a  v  ry  aged  lady  there 
and  a  late  married  couple  -  named  Clowper.  I  liked  the  countenance  of 
the  lady  very  much  -  the  complexion  of  which  was  light.  They  belonged 
to  Greenbuoh.  We  arrived  at  Mr  B. 
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hippie’s  a  little  past  sunset  where  I  spent  the  evening  without  go¬ 
ing  abroad  although  I  desired  to  go  with  my  friend  John  to  assist  in 
unharnessing  etc  -  the  horses  -  which  I  would  have  done, had  I  been 
permitted  to, by  my  host  who  said  he  wanted  to  talk  with  me  -  I  must 
not  go.  We  kept  up  a  lively  conversation  till  his  brother’s  return 
who  rendered  it  not  less  so.  All  of  uo  sitting  up  very  late, before  we 
parted.  Mr  W.  treated  us  handsomely  -  made  fts  take  a  glass  on  wine 
and  water  before  we  retired.  Ur  Whipple’s  residence  was  on  the  N.  aid 
side  of  Hamilton  street  toward  the  upper  end.  ?e  faced  a  very  harsh 
S. '".wind  most  of  the  day  and  had  good  sleighing. 

Thursday, March  5th  Friend  John  proposed  going  to  see  after  his  horses 

and  returning  to  hie  brother’s  -  would  then  go 
with  me  to  the  barbers, and  about  the  City.  Ke  was  gone  so  long  that 
I  loot  all  patience  and  morchod  out  alone  -  thro*  Washington  street  to 
State 

94 

street  -  turned  to  the  left  and  proceeded  to  the  State  House  which  I 
viewed  with  majestic  pleasure  -  and  it  was  no  less  pleasing  to  behold 
the  lower  pi  rt  of  the  street  filled  with  loaded  sleighs  and  people  of 
business  and  to  hear  the  continued  hum  occasioned  by  the  prosecution 
of  3uch  an  infinity  of  pursuits.  *  few  minutes  pact  8, returned  to  Mr 
Whipples.  Hot  long  after  friend  John  got  back  -  had  been  to  the  barb¬ 
ers  -  got  his  hair  cut  and  gave  12^-  cents  for  it.  I  then  refused  go¬ 
ing  to  the  barber’s  notwithstand ing  tho  uncouth  appearance  I  made  - 
choosing  rather  to  adopt  tho  Hunks  policy  -  Breakfasted  sumptuously 
with  Mr  W.  who  went  with  his  brother  and  me  in  pursuit  of  Dr  Hopkins  - 
a  momber  of  tho  House  of  Representatives  -  who, I  was  not  over  anxious 
to  see, but  Mr  W.  would  not  let  it  pass  so  -  he  conducted  us  to  Dunn’s 
Inn  -  Green  Street-  where  a  list  of  the  members  informed  us  where  his 
lodgings  were  -  viz  at  the  Tontine  Coffoo  House.  We  entered  the  house 
just 
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after  he  left  it.  Mr  W.  and  friend  J.  then  left  me  to  find  him  at  the 
State  House  and  pursued  their  own  concerns.  I  stood  under  the  piazza, 
with  a  citizen  and  a  countryman  from  tho  Butternuts, for  some  time  ad¬ 
miring  the  magnificent  grandeur  of  those  massy  and  lofty  columns  which 
support  it.  Thu  hall  which  we  first  entered  occupied  our  attention 
awhile  -  curiosity  next  invited  us  into  tho  lobby  where  several  members 
of  the  house  were  smoking  pipes  and  segaro  -  from  this  place  -  went  inb 
to  the  Representatives*  Hall  which  brought  to  my  view  objects  which  I 
had  Ion  wished  to  see.  On  tho  S.  side  of  the  room  was  suspended  a 
large  plan  of  the  City  of  New  York  and  a  large  neat  map  of  Virginia 
which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  perusing  a  short  time.  There  were  other 
things  of  tho  kind  which  1  did  not  examine.  Next  moved  up  stairs  into 
the  gallery  where  I  stood  /(while  the  Chaplain  addressed  the  throne  of 
Grace.  Having  seen  tho  house  proceed  to  business  and 
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heard  the  Clerk  road  over  a  number  of  papers  and  being  uncertain  wheth¬ 
er  I  saw  Dr  H.  or  not  -  being  in  a  benumbed  heedless  mood  left  the 
house  and  was  going  off  without  speaking  with  him, had  I  not  met  Mr  'hip 
pie  who  conducted  mo  back  into  the  lobby  -  spoke  to  the  Door-keeper  who 
produced  tho  man;who,when  I  addressed  him, could  not  recognize  my  fica- 
tures  -  having  never  been  much  acquainted  with  me  and  it  being  four 
years  since  he  had.  soon  me  -  I  had  to  give  him  my  name  before  he  could 
find  me  out.  He  asked  mo  at  what  time  I  entered  the  city  -  told  him  as 
I  havve  related  above  -  ho  wondered  why  I  had  not  called  on  him  in  the 
evening  -  etc-  We  held  a  conversation  of  some  length  which  had  not  a 
tovj  silent  intervals  in  it  occasioned  by  the  old  gentleman’s  appearing 
to  be  embarasced  with  a  poor  recollection  -  be  that  as  it  may, he  made 
enquiries  about  my  people  and  I  about  his  and  both  gaee  &  received  cor¬ 
rect-answers.  He  invited  w© 
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to  dine  with  him  -  I  excused  myself  on  account  of  being  under  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  leaving  the  place  at  an  earlior  hour.  He  told  me  he  had  had 
no  information  from  hie  family  since  he  had  been  in  Albany  -  which  was 
more  than  a  month.  I  asked  him  if  he  wished  to  write  a  letter  to  fath¬ 
er  -  said  he  did  -  While  he  was  writing  I  was  in  the  gallery  watching 
him  and  when  he  had  finished  I  took  it  -  had  a  few  words  of  conversation 
and  parted.  Among  other  things  respecting  my  not  calling  on  him  -  I 
told  him  I  did'nt  think  it  was  any  matter  if  I  did  not  call  -  but  was 
glad  I  had  at  lest  -  I  dont  know  but  that  I  was  too  plain  in  this  -  I 
meant  that  I  was  of  no  importance  in  his  estimation  because  he  was  un¬ 
acquainted  with  me.  Before  I  quitted  the  house  the  first  time  I  ascend 
ed  several  pairs  of  stairs  which  led  me  to  the  highest  window  below  the 
cupola  or  balcony,  the  door  leading  thereto 
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being  locked  prevented  me  from  proceeding  any  high©**  up,and  visited  the 
senate  chamber.  When  I  returned  to  Mr  Whipple's  I  took  down  State  St. 
calling  by  the  way  at  two  book  stores  where  I  caw  immence  piles  of  books 
some  of  which  I  should  have  been  happy  to  have  purchased  -  could  I  have 
had  enough  of  the  means.  Mr  David  A.  Whitehead  sent  a  ticket  by  me  to 
know  if  it  had  drawn  a  prize  -  It  was  in  the  Union  College  Lottery  Ho. 

2nd  -  ticket  No. 5, 870  -  drew  a  blank.  Dined  with  Mr  W.  after  which 
friend  John  began  to  make  preparations  for  his  departure.  I  walk’d  down 
to  Mr  Lansing's  copper-smiths  shop  where  I  found  myself  idle  with  noth¬ 
ing  to  divert  my  mind  -  stopt  out  without  giving  notice  where  I  should 
go  (for  I  really  did  not  know  myself)  went  into  a  store  of  books  and 
musical  instruments  -  from  thence  to  the  Museum  -  paid  25  cents  -  and 
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oaw  many  curiosities  -  heard  a  most  delightful  sounding  organ  -  but  was 
dissatisfied  and  wished  I  had  kept  my  head  out  of  it.  I  was  there  not 
exceeding  fifteen  minutes  so  that  my  opportunity  was  poor  -  or  perhaps 
I  might  by  staying  longer  have  removed  that  disgust  which  I  imbibed  on 
first  entering  the  chamber.  I  met  with  nothing  affording  relief  to  mp 
mind  on  returning  to  Lansing's  where  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  in 
the  shop-door  that  Mr  W.  and  his  brother  we ro  looking  all  over  the  City 
for  me  -  Chid  me  quite  hard  for  quitting  the  ground  just  as  my  companion 
was  ready  to  go  -  thought  John  had  gone  on  without  me  -  cent  me  to  Mrs 
Lansing  -  who  informed  me  v?horo  to  find  him  -  which  accordingly  I  did 
on  the  quay  loaded  with  r  quantity  of  salt.  Hr  Whipple  sharply  rebuked 
me  for  my  conduct  which  I  owned  had 
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blameable  indeed, but  this  did  not  satisfy  him  for  he  continued  spouting 
eway,*till  lie  landed, from  the  sleigh.  My  tone  was  none  too  pleasant  - 
complained  bitterly  of  ray  museura  expedition  -  was  sorry  I  had  forgotten 
to  take  a  ticket, being  so  foolish  as  to  think  by  that  I  might  enter  v/ith 
out  pa.  ing  anything  sorae  future  day.  All  this  was  forgotten  on  taking 
leave  of  Mr  Barman  Whipple  (who  rode  with  us  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
City)  which  was  in  a  friendly  manner.  Past  4  o'clock  P.M.  wo  left  Alba¬ 
ny  -  found  bare  ground  in  the  sleigh  path  about  four  miles  -  poor  sleigh 
till  we  &egen  to  aacend  the  hill  E.  of  Laneingburg  (  a  village  never  be¬ 
fore  visited  by  me)  where  it  was  little  more  than  tolerable.  Made  a  halt 
at  Delavarge's  -  Speiglctown  -  and  arrived  at  Maskin' o  about  9  o'clock  in 
the  evening  -  stabled  our  horses  -  took  supper  -  provided  by  ourselves  - 
drank  a  mug  of  cider  v/ith  it  & 
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retired.  IJr  H.  entertained  a  large  number  of  farmers  going  to  m.  rket 
with  the  fruits  of  their  industry, who  were  not  a  littlo  noisy  -  Not  very 
indecent  -  I  must  not  be  understood  so  «  I  only  mean  that  they  were  in 
high  spirits  -  cracking  jokes  and  laughing  at  them  -  Moderate  thawy  weath 

er. 

Friday.March  6th  Breakfasted  and  paid  our  landlord's  bill  -  which  was 


about  50  cento  for  cider, lodging  and  horse-keeping  -  and  between  7  ana 
0  in  the  morning  moved  forward  -  arriving  in  Bennington  about  noon. 
Before  I  came  from  Hashing  -  saw  Mr  Chao  Hull  with  2  or  3  ladies  -  on 
his  way  to  Osv/egochie .  My  friend,  Mr  John  Whipple  -  having  refreshed 
himself  and  hoerces  -  took  up  his  line  of  march  for  home.  I  found  him 
r  sober  civil  young  man  -  of  decent  mannero,good  dioposition 
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used  pretty  good  language  -  except  swearing  occasionally  -  and  a  care¬ 
ful  faithful  hand  v/ith  hie  team.  I  have  no  complaint  to  record  against 
him.  Dr  Hopkins  letter  was  opened  on  hour  or  two  after  I  got  home  and 
contained  what  follows 

Albany,  March  5th.,  1812 

Boar  Sir  -  I  an  very  happy  to  hoar  by  couoin  Hiram  that  you  and  family 
were  in  usual  health, particularly  that  sister  H.  was  better  than  usual. 

I  am  very  much  disappointed  in  not  seeing  you  here  this  winter  -  I 
think  a  farmer  of  your  consequence  ought  at  least  once  in  a  winter  to 
come  to  the  principal  market  town  in  the  vicinity.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  see  you  yet  this  winter, if  you  should  have  business  here.  I  am 
not  at  all  pleased  with  couoin  Hiram.  Ho  cane  into  town 
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last  night  about  sunset  -  nover  called  upon  me  till  after  the  /seembly 
met  this  morning  -  What  reason  he  can  give  for  this  pointed  neglect  of 
what  I  think  an  important  duty, I  know  not, but  hope  you  will  not  fail  of 
charging  your  children  not  to  neglect  their  Uncle  or  any  of  their  rela¬ 
tives  again  in  such  an  improper  manner.  Your  sister  Hopkins  I  left  at 
Vorgeenes  very  much  out  of  health  -  have  not  heard  f/  a  word  from  her 
or  from  home  since  I  left  her  in  Jan’y.  I  have  enquired  of  the  most 
eminent  physicians  to  know  if  they  thought  they  could  help  her  -  but 
they  give  me  no  encouragement.  I  am  fearful  if  sho  continues  long  her 
life  will  be  a  very  painful  one.  (Carried  over  to  p.137) 

Little  did  I  suspect  the  old  gentleman’s  roguery  while  I  saw  him 
writing  the  foregoing  letter  -  I  had  no  idea  from  his  manner  of  address 
ing  himself  in  conversation  chat  ho  could  ply  the  lash  of  sarcasm  so 
imrmly  os  he  did.  Ho  drubbed  my  father  cruelly, and  me  four-fold  with 
the  end  of  the  lash  which  reached 
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beyond  his  back.  Nothing  however  is  taken  ill  from  him  on  account  of 
his  letter  (see  P  126) 

Miss  Ruth  and  Miss  L.  dia  Harwood  and  Miss  S.  Mat or o  in  the  P.M. 
were  on  a  visit  at  Mr  Elisha  Waters*.  I  had  business  with  a  sleigh  be¬ 
yond  his  house  and  called  at  Mr  Montague’s  whose  eldest  daughter  I  gal¬ 
lanted  there  -  making  a  short  tarry  as  I  was  returning  hone  and  waiting 
upon  the  ladies  to  their  homes  in  a  coarse  style  agreeing  with  my  dull 
rwkv/ard  habits  in  life  -  F  ther  finished  his  wood  pile  -  except  a  few 
loads  to  be  picked  up  in  the  woods  and  elsewhere.  At  the  Post  Office  I 
obtained  the  following  letter  to  the  Post  Master, 

Philadelphia,  21  Feb’y  1812 

Bear  Sir. 

I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  13th.  The  rule  which  necessity 
has  compelled  me  to  adopt, consistency  will  not  suffer  me  to  depart  from, 
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that  is, to  issue  no  paper  but  after  the  advance  shall  be  made.  There  is 
no  sort  of  difficulty  in  making  remittances  either  by  means  of  bank  pa¬ 
per, or  through  the  hands  of  a  Member  of  Congress  who  could  pay  to  my 
agent  in  Washington  or  on  his  passage  through  this  place, 

I  will  inquire  as  to  tho  papers  which  are  stated  to  have  been  defi¬ 
cient  and  should  it  appear  that  there  is  any  neglect  hero, it  shall  be 
rectified. 

You  must  perceive  that  tho  collection  of  subscriptions  for  a  news¬ 
paper  that  circulates  to  every  extremity  of  tho  Union  would  be  on  cndles 
and  futile  labor, beside  the  loss  of  time, tho  labor, and  the  indifference 
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with  which  applications  for  newspaper  subscriptions  io  too  generally 
treated.  I  endeavor  to  render  the  Aurora  worthy  the  price 
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paid  for  it  -  and  the  expence  is  heavier  perhaps  than  any  other  paper, 
the  profits  loss  -  the  expenses  must  be  paid  weekly, 

I  am, Dr  Sir  your  cbd’t  &  obliged 
Mr  O.C. Merrill.  Hm  Duane 

The  letter  to  which  this  is  an  answer  was  obligingly  written  at  my 
re  .uest  by  Mr  Merrill.  The  latost  paper  received  from  the  Aurora  press 
is  dated  Oct,  15th.  -  the  whole  number  due  is  nine  papers  -  the  year 
commencing  on  the  23rd  of  Dec.  1010. 

My  expences  during  my  Alban^  tour  were  65  cents.  I  am  no  very  good 
schollar  in  the  academy  of  pleasure  v/ltho*  I  may  possess  a  disposition 
qualifying  me  for  a  forward  member. 

Saturday, March  7th  A  sleigh  ride  was  proposed  and  rejected  this  morning 
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He  emptied  our  corn- crib  at  the  barn  and  made  on  end 
of  threshing  ell  kinds  of  grain  for  this  season.  Miss  Sophia  tfators  and 
Miss  Lydia  Harwood  visited  Hiss  Clarissa  Loomis  in  the  P.M.  Freezing 
weather  indeed. 

3 unday, March  8th  As  usual  on  the  Lord’s  Day  -  Very  busy  writing. 

Monday,  March  9th  Father  had  business  from  home  •  and  I,altho*  the 

weather  was  fine, did  not  perform  what  duty  so  imperi¬ 
ously  called  upon  me  to, in  his  absence, but  among  other  faults, committed 
that  of  idling  away  an  hour  at  Parson’s  chop  about  mid-day.  I  felt  so 
guilty  at  night  that  I  proposed  not  going  with  the  ladies  -  next  day  on 
a  party  of  pleasure, but  that  they  might  be  accommodated  -  offered  to  pro 
cure  a  substitute  -  which  was  not  agreed  to  -  they  oust  have  mo  or  nobody 
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Tuesday, March  10th  Opened  upon  us  with  a  flattering  aspect  -  the  sun 

rose  clear  -  not  a  cloud  to  be  seen  -  He  made  the  nec¬ 
essary  preparations  for  a  sleigh  ride  -  (giving  Mr  Nathaniel  R. Locke  an 
invitation, which  was  accepted  by  him)  to  be  taken  on  the  road  to  White 
Creek  where  it  was  in  our  view  to  do  a  little  business  at  Merrits  Store 
and  thence  to  Mr  Stuart’s  -  there  make  a  short  visit  and  return  home. 

We  began  our  tour  about  half  past  ten  -  A.M.-  took  the  Henderson  road  - 
thence  by  L squire  Henry’s  to  Matthew’s  where  on  the  hill  N.  of  his  house 
-  found  bare  ground  -  after  ¥/hich  no  poor  sleighing  was  met  with  all  the 
way  to  tho  Creek  -  p  distance  we  soon  traversed.  It  was  previously 
agreed  between  me  and  the  ladles  (the  Misses  Ruth  and  Lydia  Harwood)  that 
I  should  have  the  solo  control  over  tho  sleigh  end  horses, to  go  in  what 
direction  I  pleased.  I  had  agreed  to  stop  at  elk  store  but  when  we  arrivd 
there  I  felt  that  v;e  had  but  just  commenced  our  peregrination  -  took  the 
3.  road  and  drove  on, without  halting.  I  thought  at  first  of  going  that 
way  only  a  shoi't  distance  to  lengthen  out  our  ride  and  turning  about, 
calling  at  tho  tavern, at  the  store, and  then  to  return  home.  The  weather 
eing  so  fine  and  mild  -  sleighing  good  and  having  a  curiosity  to  see  that 
part  of  tho  country, I  kept  on  my  course  without  deviation  -  the  ladies 
murmured ' in  a  softly  tone, for  fear  of  losing  our  way, when  we  left  the 
great  Troy  road  end  took  a  left  hand  one  less  travelled, but  I  regarded  it 
very  little  and  piped  as  deliberately  as  if  I  had  been  in  my  father’s  heue 
house  -  having  purposely  carried  with  me  my  flute.  We  came  to  a  new  house 
where  there  wore  two  or  throe  little  boys  playing  together  -  Mr  Locke 
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interrogated  one  of  them  concerning  the  road  in  3uch  manner  that  the  youth 
(not  perhaps  one  of  the  most  intelligent)  tho't  himself  imposed  on  - 
answering  to  the  question  -  whether  ho  knew  where  the  road  ended  -  said 
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It  ends  everywhere  -  Y.re  next  come  to  two  roads  -  the  one  leading  off 
S.77.  -  the  other  to  the  3.  -  but  were  uncertain  which  to  take.  While  ho2& 
holding  a  short  consultation  on  the  subject  we  saw  a  youngster  coming 
from  the  S.  of  whom  we  asked  information  respecting  the  road.  He  said 
he  v/ac  not  much  acquainted  with  it  -  could  give  no  no  other  intelligence 
than  that  he  came  from  Bennington  that  morning  and  had  been  to  Benery’s 
Store  about  half  a  mile  back  at  "The  Thicket  .  I  thought  I  had  known 
his  countenance  formerly  in  the  S.  part  of  B.  under  the  name  of  Joab 
Chamberlin  -  but  was  so  uncertain  of  it  that  I  did  not  venture  to  speak 
with  him  as 
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rs  such.  He  put  a  bye  word  in  our  mouth3  and  we  put  forward  through  a 
piece  of  woods  down  a  long  hill  at  tho  bottom  of  which  we  entered  one 
of  the  suburbs  of  £  The  Thicket  -  where  we  found  ourselves  once  more 
obliged  to  on  uire  our  way  and  were  directed  to  take  the  road  on  our 
left  in  doing  which  we  passed  over  a  very  high  bridge, across  W. Creek 
below  which  (the  bridge)  stands  an  over-shot  grist  mill.  -  the  das  being 
above  it.  Our  course  for  a  few  hundred  rods  was  nearly  E. then  turning 
3.  we  were  brought  to  a  river  which  we  thought  in  all  reason  could  be 
no  other  than  the  Walloomsack  had  it  not  appeared  to  us  too  small  for 
our  conception  of  the  magnitude  of  that  stream  so  near  its  mouth.  At 
this  place  the  bridge  had  been  carried  away  in  the  early  part  of  Feb. 
which  obliged  us  to  go  down  a  high  and  almost  perpendicular 
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bank  (where  we  all  got  out  of  the  sleigh)  and  pass  over  on  the  ice, 
below  the  bridge  and  above  a  dam  and  saw- mill.  After  leaving  the  river 
we  cane  to  the  first  Tavern  on  the  road  from  W.C. Village, but  it  was  so 
near  Hoosock  falls  -  where  wo  designed  to  refresh  ourselves  and  make  a 
short  visit, that  it  was  thought  best  not  to  call.  Now  the  girls  began 
laughing  at  us  about  riding  so  far  without  calling  at  a  public  house  and 
treating  our  ladies.  They  said  they  nover  rode  so  many  miles  before 
with  nothing  to  drink  -  complained, as  we  appraoached  the  Falls, of  being 
very  thirsty.  Fiiond  Locke  took  it  very  much  to  heart, and  swore  he 
would  not  go  home  without  going  to  a  tavern  and  having  something  to 
drink.  Observing  the  effect  which  their  conversation  had  on  him  they 
said, in  reality  they  had  not  wished  for  any  sort  of  liquor  that  day, 
that  what  they  had  said  must  be  taken  in  jest. 

About  2  o’clock  P.M.  arrived  at  Mr  Joseph  Northups  -  found  his 
brothers  and  sisters  togeth 
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er  settling  the  estate.  Tho  ladies  went  to  no  other  house  in  the  Vil¬ 
lage  but  friend  L*  &  Locke  I  went  to  Hr  Henry  Prson’s  -  saw  only  hio 
lady.  Wont  alone  to  Hr  Nathan’ 1  Bishops  to  see  Mrs  Stone  -  she  was  not 
at  homo  but  at  Mr  Burv/ell’s  on  a  visit  -  Saw  Miss  Annie, her  daughter, 
who  was  in  usual  health  -  Called  at  Mr  B*s  -  went  into  a  parlour  full 
of  female  visitants  -  felt  a  little  ashamed  at  first, but  in  the  main 
cared  nothing  about  them, as  they  wero  all  married  women.  Was  introduced 
by  lire  3.  to  a  very  fresh  ruddy  complexioned  woman  whom  I  took  to  be 
the  lady  of  the  house  -  perhaps  in  not  making  any  sign  with  my  head  or 
passing  any  compliment  on  the  occasion, had  a  tendency  to  make  mo  appear 
much  worse  than  I  felt  -  for  I  afterwards  heard  that  Mrs  B.  said  she 
guessed  .1  van  a  proper  bashful  fellow.  Had  a  few  moments  conversation 
with  my  old  aunt  and  returned  with  my 
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friend  to'  Ur  NorthrUp’s  and  took  dinner.  Hr  N.  was  very  ill  -  confined 
to  hio  bed  -  would  not  suffer  mo  to  go  away  without  giving  my  horses 
grain  -  for  which  I  was  much  obliged  to  him.  His  lady  informed  is  that, 
they  intendod,in  a  day  or  two, to  remove  to  I- acton  -  a  distance  of  about 
20  miles.  3ho  gavo  mo  a  book  entitled  A  Gram'r  of  the  F’t  Ton’g  to  be 
convoyed  to  her  brother  John  Whipple.  Xlo  took  leave  of  Mr  N.  and  his 
people  and  took  a  road  which  brought  us  again  to  the  Y/alloomsack  a  mile 
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or  two  above  the  place  at  which  we  first  crossed  it.  Here  V7C  found 
ourselves  in  a  dubious  situation.  On  our  right  the  road  continued 
eastward  on  the  S,  side  of  the  river, on  our  left  it  passed  a  few  rods 
west  -  turned  round  over  a  bridge  up  the  river  on  the  H.  side.  Mr  L. 
seeing  a  young  lady  in  a  neighboring  meadow  hailed  her  and  en  uired 
which  road  to  take, but  she  was  too  far 
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off  to  be  unoerstood.  Mr  Locke  then  went  bock  to  the  last  house  we 
had  passed  by  and  was  there  told  torrtake  the  road  on  the  N.  side  of 
the  V/alloomsack  which  accordingly  we  did.  Ho  difficulty  occurred  un¬ 
til  after  we  descended  a  hill  where  the  traveler  overlooks  a  farmers 
barn  v/hich  is  almost  under  him  at  his  right  as  he  faces  the  E .  Hear 
the  foot  of  this  hill, stands, on  the  bank  of  the  R.,a  snug  one-story 
house  where, in  proper  seasons  of  the  year, the  stream  is  fordable.  Here 
in  company  with  another  sleigh  in  v/hich  there  was  an  elderly  gentle¬ 
man  v;hoee  f iz  and  demeanor  bespoko  intmperance  -  we  paused  a  moment  to 
consider  what  course  to  pursue  next, and  were  kindly  relieved  from  our 
embarassment  by  the  lady  of  the  house, who  directed  uc  to  go  back  to 
the  top  of  tho  hill  and  turn  thro*  a  bar  of  bars  and  follow  that  path 
v/hich  would  bring  us  into  the  road  again.  The  old  gent’n  who  had 
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been  in  the  rear  -  said  something  droll  -  turned  his  sleigh  about  and 
went  in  front, but  in  attempting  to  gain  the  bars  where  tho  bank  on  tht 
that  side  of  the  road  was  steep  and  muddy  his  horses  g ave  back  which  & 
obliged  him  to  take  another  tack  for  it  and  we  slipped  by  him  -  v/ent 
on  very  well  a  #ev;  rods, then  came  to  a  wood- road  (near  a  bow  in  the 
river  -  round  which  our  right  road  lay)  which  I  was  foolish  enough  to 
take  -  soon  repented  of  my  folly  in  time  to  back  down  the  hill  and  get 
right  again  with  the  trouble  of  upsetting  my  sleigh.  Our  companion 
again  went  by  us  and  we  saw  no  more  of  him.  e  soon  gained  the  public 
road  and  cam©  on  smoothly  till  we  reached  the  Cotton  Factory.  In  com¬ 
ing  from  Hoosack  we  had  pursued  a  very  circuitous  route  and  we  met  with 
some  unpleasant  things  on  our  way, but  we re  richly  compensated  with  a 
view  of 


117 


view  of  those  immortal  hills  on  v/hich  our  fathers  fought  and  defeated 
the  myrmidons  of  Brition  in  1777.  Tho  girls  could  not  refrain  from 
their  thirsty  complaints, which  wore  poorly  relished  by  my  friend.  Our 
stay  was  short  at  the  factory  and  at  Mr  Sholes.  -  Miss  K.  callod  into 
Cexdalls  storo  -  found  nothing  she  wanted  -  Rode  to  Patchin’s  store  - 
transacted  what  business  v/e  wished  to, and  came  home  about  8  in  the  eve 
ning.  The  weather  held  out  fine  and  pleasant  till  near  night  when  a 
raw  chilly  broeze  blew  from  the  S. 


Wednesday, March  llthLi  bored  indolently.  Mr  Parsons,  friend  Ira, their 

ladies, and  Mr  Samuel  Brown  visited  Mr  House  this 
evening,  I  should  not  mention  it  were  it  not  for  some  trouble  it  oc¬ 
casioned  mo. 


Thursday, March  12th  Father, Mother, Mr  Parsons  and  his  lady  rode 
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to  Hoosack.  In  chopping  performed  no  miracles.  Sleighing  good  in 
general. 

Friday , Evening, March  13th  Walked  with  Mr  Gindon  Griswold  and  friend 

Locke  to  Mr  E  T  Locke’s  and  made  a  very  agreeable 
visit.  Sharp  frosty  air. 

Saturday,  March  14thFather  was  sick, and* I  was  under  the  influence  of 

that  disorder  which  brings  some  rich  people  low 


end  keeps  others  in  rrgs.  V cry  gloomy  chilly  weather.  T/hat  tended  in 
a  greet  measure  to  cause  gloominess  was, the  sudden  death  of  Wm  Hawkes 
Esquiretwho  was  taken  sick  on the  8th  inst,and  died  anout  2  o’clock 
this  morning.  -  One  of  the  most  worthy  characters  in  the  Country  - 
Aged  40  years. 

Sunday, ’larch  15th  Attended  Divine  service.  Text  .in  the  forenoon, 

Oalla’n  3rd  Chap  1st  verse.  In  the  P.M, Esquire 
Hawkes’ funeral  sermon  was  preached  fromEccl  7th  Chap  4  Verse. 
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March  IGth  Our  clock  died  this  morning  between  7  and  8  of  the 

clock, but  before  evening  :lt  was  brought  to  life 
again.  r'iked  as  usual.  Mr  Joel  Clarke  of  Shelburne  (Mass)  came  with 
Miss  Hannah  Harwood, his  sister  and  tarried  most  of  the  day  (see  Aug  19 
1811)  "re  received  into  the  family  e  son  of  Mr  Samuel  Robinson  Jun’r 
named  Nathan  Robinson  2nd,  8  years  of  age.  (see  p.  )  Mr  Sam’l  Loomis 
and  his  lady  paid  an  evening  to  Mr  Ira  Harwood  and  lady. 

Tuesday, March  17th  I  was  with  friend  Ira  in  the  A.M.  assisting  about 

drawing  some  timber  for  Capt  David  Robinson.  At¬ 
tended  a  meeting  of  the  Democratic  Republicans  of  this  town  in  the  PM 
at  Mr  Charles  Cushmans  £  which  was  publicly  notified  in  the  Green  Moun 
to. in  Farmer  on  the  10th  inst.  I  F  Robinson  was  chosen  chairmen  -  Col 
Fay  first  having  had  the  offer  of  it  and  declined  serving  on  account 
of  ill  health.  Gen  Robinson  arose  and  add 
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dressed  the  meeting  at  considerable  length  on  the  object  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  which  was  to  select  suitable  persons  as  croididates  for  town  offi¬ 
cers.  He  chose  to  do  everything  in  this  line  openly, candidly  end  fair 
iy  -  and  not  in  a  private  underhan  way  as  had  sometimes  been  done  by 
some  people.  His  speech  did  not  take  a  wide  range, but  was  full  of  dry 
repetitions  and  it  3eemed  as  if  the  speaker  could  find  no  place  where 
he  could  make  it  convenient  to  terminate  his  discourse.  Next  Judge 
Fay  spoke.  He  expatiated  largely  on  republican  principles  -  explained 
the  nature  of  the  opposition  to  them  -  took  an  extensive  view  of  the 
state  of  public  affairs  -  (of)  exhorted  republicans  to  unite  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  measures  of  the  administration  -  for  the  country  was  placed 
in  the  some  situation  with  respect  to  commercial  rights  as  it  was  in 
1775 
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Cyrr  cause  was  then  just  -  and  so  it  was  now.  His  speech  was  good, but 
I  am  unable  to  giveevon  a  correct  sketch  of  it.  When  took  his  scat  he 
said  he  had  spoken  beyond  his  strength.  Mr  S.B. Young  was  elected  oeere 
taryjdesired  to  be  excused  on  accounted  of  illness, illhealth, which  was 
done.  Mr  Hnswell  was  then  appointed  and  served  -  saying  he  always  felt 
well  when  he  saw  so  many  of  his  republican  friends  together.  The  ques¬ 
tion  v?as  put  by  the  Chairman  what  method  should  be  taken  to  choose  the 
candidates  -  and  decided, by  going  round.  Col  Fay  was  chosen  a  candi¬ 
date  for  Moderator,  O.C. Merrill  for  Town  Clerk, Col  M.  Norton  first  se¬ 
lectman, for  the  middle  of  the  town,  Solomon  Gale  was  nominated  by  Judge 
Fay  -  before  it  was  tried  by  vote  -  Mr  Young  said  he  would  inform  the 
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meeting’ that  Mr  Gale  had  positively  refused  taking  it.  Gen  Robinson 
refuted  his  assersion  rnd  he  was  afterwards  appointed  a  candidate  for 
the  21.77. -part  of  the  town.  ,reph*a  ''rmotrong  for  the  W.  Eph’m  Hervey 
for  tho  S.E.  Mr  H.  was  very  solicitous  to  be  excused, but  was  earnestly 
pressed  by  all  tho  principal  characters  in  the  room  to  serve  one  year 
longer.  He  said  he  had  had  the  same  promise  the  preceding  year.  Col 
Saja’l  Robinson  said  he  hoped  he  would  take  it  for  Old  '  am’ a  sake.  Mr 
Kaswell  stated  that  sometime  before, r  few  of  our  copper  coloured  broth 
eren  cane  into  the  place  to  instruct  out  citizens  in  the  mode  of  war- 


1812 

fare, to  she v/  how  our  brave  soldiers  were  scalped  and 
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and  tomahawked  on  the  Wabash  -  an  exhibition  nowise  desirable  and  tend 
ing  to  demoralise  the  people  de.that  Mr  K.  stepped  forward  and  was 
very  instrumental  in  sending  them  out  of  town.  This  Mr  Haswell  con¬ 
sidered  as  fully  establishing  his  character  as  a  faithful  and  vigilant 
majestrate  -  too  valuable  to  be  dispensed  with.  Mr  Young  spoko  highly 
in  favor  of  Wr  Hy  -  did  not  know  of  another  man  in  that  part  of  the  t 
town  who  would  fill  that  office  or  that  would  be  the  choice  of  the  re¬ 
publicans  (perhaps  I  am  not  correct  in  the  first  member  of  thi3  sen¬ 
tence).  He  could  not  on  any  account  excuse  Mr  H.  Before  he  sat  down 
he  dilated  on  the  impropriety  of  Mr  Haawell’s  introducing  the  Indian 
affair  which  had  occasioned  some  disturbance 
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among  a  few  individuals  -  of  too  trivial  a  nature  to  be  mentioned  at 
this  time  and  lied  nothing  to  do  at  the  present  time,  My  Young  was  at 
a  loss  to  know  why  Mr  II  s*l  had  dragged  this  unpleasant  occurrence  be¬ 
fore  the  meeting.  Judge  Fay  went  to  him  and  very  strongly  urged  him 
to  accept  -  tolling  him  he  should  certainly  be  excused  tho  next  year. 

Mr  I!ervey  finally  yielded  to  the  importunities  of  his  friends  -  agree¬ 
ing  to  serve  one  year  more.  Mr  P ^fez  Harwood  was  elected  a  candidate 
for  the  Ji.part  of  the  town.  Mr  Enos  Rudd  for  first  constable  and  col¬ 
lector  -  Mr  Charles  Cushman  for  Second  Constable,  Mr  S  B  Young  for 
Lister  for  the  middle  of  the  town.  On  its  being  declared  off  by  tho 
Chairman  -  Mr  Y.  wished  to  be  excused  -  he  had  so  much  other 
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business  on  hand  that  he  could  not  attend  to  the  duties  of  that  office 

-  there  were  others  to  v/hom  it  would  not  be  a  burthen.  Gen  Robinson 
hoped  he  would  net  be  excused. as  ho  was  a  ready  man  in  figures, had  al¬ 
ways  done  very  well  and  could  attend  to  it  well  enough.  The  Chairman 
on  motion, put  it  to  vote  aril  a  unanimous  one  was  obtained  in  the  nega¬ 
tive.  My  Young  observed  that  some  people  had  imbibed  an  idea  that  he 
was  fond  of  office  -  on  that  recount  he  did  not  mean  to  accept  of  any  - 
he  thought  he  would  adjourn  his  ambition  ten  or  twelve  years.  Elias 
Dirnmick  being  appointed  candidate  for  Lister  in  W.  part  of  the  town  - 
said  ho  believed  he  should  better  serve  the  cause  if  he  were  not  to  be 
chosen  and  asked  to  be  excusod,but  his  request  was  not  granted 
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The  other  gentlemen  were, for  tho  3.1'*t  of  the  town, Thomas  C. Parsons, 
for  the  E.  part,Benj*n  Webb,  II.  p*t  Uriah  Edgerton  2nd  and  then  the 
meeting  dissolved.  A  very  general  attendance  was  given  tho  weather 
being  lowery  and  unpleasant. 

Wednesday, March  18thPr  Fay, who  had  spent  tho  night  a..d  a  great  part  of 

the  day  with  us, took  leave  of  us  for  home.  We  had 
hrd  cur  clock  one  year  this  day.  The  weather  was  fine  but  chilly. 

Thursday f March  19th  I  was  what  some  people  would  emphatically  pronounce 

Comfortably  sick  -  Mead  newspapers.  Wrote  a  letter 
for  father  to  Dr  Ros*c  Hopkins  -  answering  one  from  him  of  March  5th 
(p,103)  It  commonced  with  an  excuse  for  not  visiting  him  -  denied  that 
Albany, was  the  principal  market  town  for  this  part  of  the  country  - 
Had  intended  going  with  his  broth 
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er  Jonas  to  see  him  but  could  not  without  great  inconvenience  to  him¬ 
self  -  Expressed  a  sympathetic  feel  for  Mrs  Hopkins  -  Had  paid  Gov*r 
ffichenor  70  dollars  -  was  unable  to  pay  more  for  hie  brother  Jonas  - 
Said  his  son  (myself)  notwithstanding  the  whipping  the  Dr  had  given  him 
was  still  refractory, was  either  whipped  too  hard  or  not  hard  enough  - 
for  he  said  if  opportunity  occurred  again  -  he*d  conmit  the  sane  crime 

-  took  some  of  it  to  himself  -  sent  love  and  compliments  to  all  rola- 
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tives  and  friends  in  Bopkinton. 
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Friday, March  20th  Fobinc  ware  seen  end  hoard  to  sing  early  in  the  mon 

morning.  Mr  Stacy  wrote  a  letter  to  Miss  L. Stacy 
Mr  John  Horton  Jun’r  closed  his  school, being  the  week  from  its  com 

mencement.  Mr  Judd  worked  with  me  chopping  wood  before  the  door.  Had 
128  business  in  town  in  the  evening  and  when  coning  home, spent  a  little 

time  at  Mr  Mont ague’s, whose  lady, with  her  daughter, had, that  day, paid  a 
visit  to  Mr  Abner  Noble’s, in  Pownal, where  she  so®  a  female  friend  of  her 
hers, from  Wilmington, Mrs  Hubbard, who  had  had  her  house  and, with  the  ex¬ 
ception  (of  sorao)of  some  bedding  and  a  few  other  articles, everything 
in  it  consumed  by  firejwhich  happened  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  Feb. 
Mrs  11,  related  the  particulars  of  the  accident  and  two  or  three  more 
of  the  kind  with  which  she  was  acquainted, that  were  really  very  distre 
easing  -  one  in  particular  which  took  place  in  South  Hadley  wherein 
three  springly  little  boys  from  seven  to  twelve  years  of  age  nioerably 
perished.  I  shall  notice  the  weather  that  it  may  compare  with  some 
future  season.  The  wind  was  S.  -  Cloudy  -  No  rain, but  appearances  of 
it. 
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Saturday,  Utexch  21ot  A  favorite  cosset  ewe  which  had  brought  up  11 

lambs  -  twins  every  year  except  one  -  departed  thi 
this  life  sometime  in  the  course  of  the  evening  -  near  the  close  of 
her  eighth  year.  Her  disorder  was  considered  to  be  no  other  than  the 
quick  consumption.  Her  death  proved  fatal  to  her  two  young  lambs.  She 
wre  lamented  by  all  who  knew  her.  Tfrote  a  letter  to  Miss  Sophia  Waters 
addressing  her  in  the  character  of  Miss  Cotton  Factory  -  acquainting 
her  with  the  ebove  occurrence  and  other  tripling  pieces  of  information 
This  day  cloudy  like  the  20th. 


Sunday, March  22nd  Wrote  as  usual.  Mr  Sam’l  H.Blackmer  and  Mr  Lewis 

Ketch  made  me  a  short  visit  in  the  P.M.  I  was  told 

* 

that  they  had  a  new  minister  at  Church. 


Monday, March  23rd 


,rith  a  bundle  of  hay  slung  under  one  arm  I  marched 
with  martial  music  in  front 
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of  a  detachment  of  our  herd  from  the  barn  to  a  stuck  situate  in  a  pleas 
ant  pasture  S.  of  the  great  spring.  Father  and  friend  Ira  marched  in 
the  rear  to  goad  them  on  through  the  snow-drifts  which  ?/ere  at  this 
time  very  formidable  -  and  the  snow  lay  on  most  every  part  of  the  lot, 
there  being  only  a  few  rods  of  bare-£round.  And  near  the  stack  stand¬ 
ing  not  for  from  the  center  -  it  was  12  inches  or  more  in  depth. 

Fine  v/eather. 


Tuesday, March  24th  Nothing  important. 


v- ednesday,M.arch  25th  Was  a  member  of  our  annual  town-meeting  which  was 

opened  in  front  of  Cushman’s  Tavern  by  Col  M.  Nor¬ 
ton  about  11  o’clock  A.M.  Gov’r  Tichenor  read  the  orning  -  and  of ter 
the  question  was  asked  in  hat  manner  they  would  proceed  to  choose  a 
Moderator  -  Gov’r  Tichenor  proposed  to  do  it  by  nomination  -  Gen  Robin¬ 
son  spoke  against  it  -  tho’t  it  not  so  fair 
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a  way  cur by  going  round  and  it  would  establish  a  dangerous  precedent. 
Gov’r  T.  did  not  agree  with  him  in  that  respect  -  he  said  it  had  gener¬ 
ally  been  done  by  nomination.  The  question  was  tried  by  vote  end  ctir- 
ried.  Gov’r  T.  then  nominated  William  Henry  Isq'r  Moderator  v;ho  was 
appointed, after  which  the  meeting  adjourned  into  the  Court  House  where 
on  appropriate  prayer  was  offered  up  by  Mr  Marsh.  The  next  business  in 
order  was  to  Choose  a  Town  clerk.  It  was  moved  that  it  be  done  by  bal— 
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lot, and  according  to  law, adopted.  The  ballots  being  all  given  in  and 
counted  it  appeared  that  there  were  for  Or sooths  C. Merrill  IOC ,  for 
Aaron  Robinson  19?  and  7  scattering.  No  choice.  It  was  tried  a  second 
time  when  Mr  Merrill  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  1G  votes*  How  vame 
on  the  appointment  of  selectmen. 

(and  said  two  years  ago  the  Kod’r  was  app'if  by  norn 
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For  the  middle  of  the  town  the  candidates  were  Martin  Norton  and  Oliver 
Abo-1  -  the  former  (Democratic)  was  carried.  N.  part  of  the  town  Sol’o 
Gale  and  Stob’n  Walbridge  were  candidates  -  the  former  succeeded.  For 
the  77.  part  of  the  town  7 eph*  a  Armstrong, Rep *n# obtained  his  election 
over  Abisha  Kinsley  -  uid  -  For  the  S.E.  section  of  the  town  Timothy 
Harvey  v/as  successful  over  Giles  Walbridge  -  federalist  -  and  for  the  K. 
p*t  of  the  town  Perez  H  nvood  obtained  a  majority  over  3am* 1  Blackmer 
Jun'r  -  aid  -  On  first  balloting  for  first  const  able  and  Collector 
there  we.3  no  cho  ce.  The  votes  stood  thus  -  David  Henry  -  uid  -  160 
Enos  Rudd  157  -  4  scattering  -  Tho  second  time  Henry  got  it  by  a  major! 
ty  of  two  votes.  Two  Republicans  were  set  up  for  second  Constable, 
Charles  Cushman  end  Frastus  Young,  the  latter  was  voted  in  by  the  feder¬ 
alists  and  quids.  David  Fay  was  put  up  against  Sci*o  Safford  for  Trees® 
or  and  succeeded.  Ho  was  not  present  on  account  of  ill  health. 
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The  Listers  were  chosen  by  going  /round  and  for  tho  Middle  of  the 
town  Sam*!  B. Young  to  whom  was  opposed  David  Merchant  was  chosen  -  for 
the  !-r  p&'t  of  the  town  Uriah  Fdgerton  obtained  his  election  instead  of 
Joshua  Griswold, the  opposite  candidate  -  for  the  ‘.V,  p*t  Elias  imaick 
was  carried  against  Mnoe  Rudd  -  opposed  to  him  -  for  the  S.  pt  Tho'c  C. 
Parsons  was  voted  in  against  David  Walbridge;  and  Benj'n  v ebb  -  demo¬ 
crat  -  against  Jonathan  ’heat  -  federalist  -  for  the  F.pt  of  the  town. 

The  day  was  now  for  spent.  I  was  obliged  to  withdrew  in  order  to 
attend  to  domestic  affairs, and  with  that  view  came  home  with  friend  Ira. 
Father, who  tarried  till  the  meeting  adjourned, which  was  between  seven  / 

&  8  in  the  evening, sc  id  the  business  which  occupied  its  attention  v.!as 
the  choc co  of  Grand  and  Petit  jurors, about  which  there  was  come  dispute, 
but  nothing  vdry  serious.  Th's  Abel  and  Isaac  Aebster  Grand  Jurors  of 
the  town.  rn  adjournment  took  place  till  the  second  '  ednooday  in  April 
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Shall  dismiss  this  cay  with  a  few  pnrileul  re  of  minor  importance  . 
Gt ce  2  letters  to  Mr  /sa  Doty  to  convey  to  Miss  Sophia  Waters,  from  H. 
Stacy  and  Kies  Lydia  Harwood.  Had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  and  conversing 
with  Mr  Daniel  Ch:  mberlin  a  young  gentleman  about  my  age  and  in  1002-3 
and  4  a  school  fellow  of  mine, was  married  and  living  in  the  K.  .part  of 
the  town  -  having  been  a  non-resident  for  several  years.  Had  a  lively 
jocular  conversation  with  Mr  Elisha  Smith  on  matrimony  -  First  road  Hen¬ 
ry"  -  the  British  Spy's  loiters  to  Gov'r  Craig  -  which  I  finished  in  the 
evening  -  Borrowed  of  Mr  Sam*l  B. Young  the  First  Volume  of  Voltairos 
Universal  History.  The  weather  was  warm  and  tho  air  smokey  -  The  wind 
came  fresh  from  the  3.  From  Mr  Elisha  aters*  to  Mr  S. Montagues  with  the 
exception  of  a  very  few  rode  the  sleighing  was  good. 
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Thursday, March  26th  Rode  with  friend  Ira  in  a  sleigh  to  Mr  Montague's 

where  we  sat  down  and  had  a  very  funny  sort  of  confer 
er.ee  more  than  an  hour,&ltho*  it  v/as  about  noon.  -  Go  much  do  people  de¬ 
light  in  talk  of  politics, town  meetings  and  the  like.  In  the  P.K.  my 
friend  wac  seized  with  the  Cholic  which  confined  him  tc  the  house  several 
hours.  Dr  Swift  and  Mr  Luther  Bingham  having  business  this  way  -  called 
on  my  mother  and  him  likewise.  -  Father  and  I  went  into  the  woods  where 
we  found  very  deop  snow  and  gathered , where  the  snow  would  permit, two 
sleigh  loads  of  chips.  Instead  of  finishing  the  Henry  business  the  pro¬ 
coding  evening  it  wae  this  evening. 
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Friday, March  27th  Early  as  four  in  the  morning  -  was  called  out  of  bed 

to  go  after  Dr  Swift  for  friend 
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Ira  »  which  service  I  very  cheerfully  performed  -  while  the  Dr  on  his 
part  in  the  beginning  appeared  to  go  about  it  very  reluctantly  -  but  once 
on  his  legs  -  he  wanted  no  more  spurring  -  came  down  and  did  the  nan  a 
kindness.  I  went  on  the  same  errand  again  in  the  V ,1.1,  but  found  neither 
himself  nor  his  colleague  at  home.  Good  fortune  would  order  it  so  that 
he* 1/  was  not  wanted , es  our  friend  got  better  in  the  evening.  It  was  warm 
f airit , weather t and  I  labored  accordingly.  Ur  Montague  dressed  flax  here. 


Saturday, March  23th  Chopped  wood  at  Mr  T.C. Parsons  for  Mr  N.R. Locke  The 

latter  gentleman  had  a  lame  wrist  which  prevented  him 
from  working  much  -  I  played  some  for  the  little  man  and  did  a  middling 
days  work.  A  storm  of  hail  came  on  in  the  P.Ii, which  terminated  in  snow. 
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Sunday , March  29th  Very  snowy.  Mr  Jonas  Harwood  arrived  from  Hopk inton 

(H.Y. )  in  an  ill  state  of  health,  (see  Feb  4th) 
Extremely  hurried  -  writing. 

Monday,  March  3Gth  Twelve  inches  of  snow  had  been  added  to  the  old  stock 

since  Saturday.  The  young  of  cattle  and  cheep  began, 
about  this  time, to  occupy  our  attention  .  Much  of  the  P.K.  I  took  up  in 
writing.  This  evening  was  at  the  house  of  Cupt  Horton  -  first  in  his 
kitchen  where  himself, lady  and  some  of  the 


Conclusion  of  Dr  Hopkin’s  letter  from  p.  103 

I  want  very  much  to  soe  your  family  and  friends, but  I  know  not  when 
I  shall  have  that  pleasure. 

I  mint  you  to  send  me  word  what  you  have  paid  and  expect  to  pay  for 
your  brother  Jonas*  farm. 

You  will  please  to  give  my  best  respects  to  sister, your  fath’r.daugh 
ter  and  all  friends. 

Mr  B,  Harwood  Rcs*c  Hopkins 

younger  part  of  the  family  were  seated  to  whom, after  being  re  u^sted  138 
X  piped  a  few  pieces  -  and  then, receiving  an  invitation  to  that  effect  - 
walked  up  stairs  into  the  south  front  chamber  in  which  were  sitting  the 
Misses  Horton  and  lolly  Thayer  engaged  in  useful  occupation.  Messrs  L 
and  I  Horton  Jun'r  and  E. Smith  accompanied  me.  When  first  settled  in  my 
chair  -  felt  that  kins  of  awkwardness  which  is  known  only  to  a  true  Yankee 

I  know  not  what  to  begin  with, for  I  had  noth.ng  to  say, and  tho*t  ’twould 
not  do  to  set  up  a  howl  with  the  flute, without  the  intervention  of  a  few 
moments  beiwoen  my  entry  and  the  beginning  of  some  sort  of  conversation 
oi-  amusement.  1  pondered  awhile, gnawing  awhile  the  end  of  my  musical  in¬ 
strument,  end  was  awakened  in  some  measure  by  Miss 
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CLarissa’s  saying  ,Good  evening, to  which  I  returned  a  reciprocal  compliment 
and  then  commenced  musical  operations, which  I  followed  up  so  incessantly 
that, in  ray  opinion, before  I  terminated  them, the  company  v/oro  fairly  sick¬ 
ened  with  me.  Hr  Smith, < aid  likewise  Mr  L. Horton, it  is  true  wore  kind 
enough  to  assist  me, which  to  myself  as  well  as  the  company  won  a  pleasant 
relief.  I  am  apprehensive  that  my  actions, as  witnessed  by  my  hearers  dis¬ 
played  a  great  deal  of  ostentation  in  music  -  whereas  in  truth  no  person 
more  justly  appreciates  his  inferior  accomplishments  in  that  line  than  he 
who  is  the  author  of  this  heap  of  school-boy  compilation.  Took  pleasure 
in  hearing  Miss  Lucrotia  sing.  Took  up  too  much  time  in  frivolous 
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chit-chat  with  my  friend  Miss  L.  Stacy  who  either  felt  or  feigned  some 
pleasure  in  carrying  it  on  (see  p.il )  Miss  Thayer  was  conveyed  to  Mr  Hou¬ 
se’s  by  Ur  Gideon  H  Mr  Smith  and  Miss  C  amused  themselves  with  cards. 
Dismissed  this  visit  past  ten  o’clock, which  I  verily  believe  was  continued 
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too  long. 

Tuesday,  March  31ct.,  Has  a  very  fair  day  though  so  chilly  es  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  new  snow  from  thawing  a  great  deal.  Fath 
er  was  ill  -  I  worked  with  too  much  inertness  and  reluctance  -  had  good 
company  too  -  Master  T)an*l  Montague  who  1  bon  red  very  cheerfully.  A 
hive  of  bees  which  father  had  agreed  to  hive  of  hi3  cousin  Stephen  Har¬ 
wood  was  brought  homo  by  his  brothers  Jonas  and  Ira  in  a  sleigh. 

Mr  Elisha  Smith  came  with  his  friend  J. Norton  Jun’r  to  receive 
seventy  dollars  in  cash  of  ca  Ur  Jonas 
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Karwood  to  w$om  it  was  delivered  by  Ur  Noah  Smith  at  Malone  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  hie  brother  ii  Bennington.  Ur  Norton  drew  the  receipt.  Piter 
a  short  tarry  the  gentlemen  withdrew. 

v  ednesday, 'pril  1st  Mr  Nathaniel  R.  Locke  worked  for  me  to  pay  for  what 

was  done  by  me  on  the  wood  pile  of  Th’a  E  Parsons 
on  the  28th  inet.  Mother  had  recovered  so  much  as  to  be  able  to  look 
after  his  cattle  and  flock,  Among  the  latter  several  ewes  brought 
lambs  without  having  milk  sufficient  to  give  them  due  nourishment,  con¬ 
sequently  more  than  one  of  the  little  innocents  bade  a  final  adieu  to 
their  dans  and  to  this  ungrateful  ’  orld. 

Thursday, April  2nd  father  and  Hr  Timothy  Palmer  settled  their  ac¬ 
counts  by  which  it  was  found  that  the  former  owed 
the  latter  3  lb  8o  4  d  Father  felt  greatly  dissatisfied  because  he 
thought 
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there  was  either  a  mistake  in  casting  up  the  numbers  ot  that  he  had 
omitted  retting  down  some  articles  -  then  out  of  his  recollection.  In 
a  few  days  after  he  found  a  mistake  of  three  shillings  against  himself 
and  a  charge  on  friend  Ire’s  book  of  21b  13  fid  besides  something  more 
which  hio  wife  recollected  that  had  not  been  charged.  These  things 
must  be  examined  before  a  settlement  can  fairly  take  place,  (p  ) 

Wrote  a  long  letter  to  Miss  Stacey  in  the  evening  -  in  the  name  of 
a  friend  to  her  cousin  of  that  name, where in  I  described  his  awkwardness 
and  simplicity  ps  accurately  as  I  knew  how.  His  visit  at  her  fathers 
the  Monday  evening  before  was  my  principal  theme  which  drew  out  my 
unreserved  opinion.  I  am  apprehensive  thot  letters  of  this  kind  are 
not  good  -  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  directed  being  placed  in  a 
disagreeable  situation  when  they  come  to  write  their 
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replies.  If  they  honestly  owned  their  sentiments  to  bo  in  unison  with 

those  of  their  correspondents  -  then  perhaps  they  would  fear  to  offend 

end  if  they  wished  to  avoid  flattery, they  would  not  contradict  -  if 

silent  -  that  would  be  equal  to  an  unfavorable  opinion.  This  writing 

one’s  unfavorable  ooinion  of  himself  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  looks  like 
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a  burlesque  on  what  he  supposes  others  think  or  say  of  him;  or  elso  he 
does  it  to  be  flattered  by  his  friend.  To  either  of  these  charges  I 
plead  innocent, but  I  do  think  my  friend  has  had  cause  to  be  suspicious 
of  me  from  reading  the  friend  of  S’ e  letter.  In  the  P.M.  I  told  her, 
in  writing  it, I  was  guided  by  no  malicious  views  -  only  did  it  for 
amusement'. 

Friday, April  3rd  The  cutting  up  of  the  wood-pile  at  my  father’s  was 

completed.  Hr  Judd  end  L'an'l  Montague  were  assist¬ 
ants  in  the  business  this  day, 

Saturday, April  4th  Y/roto  a  short  but  unimportant  epistle  to  Hiss  So¬ 
phia  Haters. 
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Sunday,  April  5th  Spent  like  other  Sundays.  Mr  Lewis  Ketch  borrowed 

a  collection  of  Music  of  me, 

Monday,  pril  6th  Nothing  extraordinary. 

Tuesday,  April  7th  Heed  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  con 

corning  Henry’s  disclosures.  Felt  great  dullness 
end  heaviness  all  day, 

'  ednesday, April  3th  The  adjourned  Town  Meeting  came  on  in  the  F.M.  to 

which  I  pr.id  but  sn  indifferent  at  eniion.  Some 
business  of  minor  importance  has  been  transacted  before  X  was  present. 

The  moderator  called  on  the  Tax  Article,  Mr  Oliver  fool  moved  a  tax 
of  two  cents  on  a  dollar  for  the  support  of  the  poor  and  town  expenses- 
another  gentleman  seconded  the  motion,  C'en’l  Robinson,  Cel  Fay  and 
others  spoke  against  it, contending  that  a  cent  and  a  half  was  sufficient 
Those  who  were  in  favor  of  it  argued  that  it  would 
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raise  the  credit  of  the  town  -  Town  orders  would  go  better.  Many  obser 
vat ions  were  made  on  both  sides  of  the  question  by  different  gentlemen 
who  spoke  so  low  that  I  as  well  as  others  could  hear  but  little  of  what 
was  said.  On  the  question  being  put  by  the  moderator  and  tried  by  the 
usual  sign  of  holding  up  the  right  had  -  the  Modrator  undertook  to 
count  then, but  findlig  it  difficult  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  vote 
in  that  way  ~  took  the  yeas  and  nays  by  which  the  notion  was  carried. 

I  voted  against  it  because  I  thought  it  was  too  great  an  appropriation 
for  the  present  year  as  we  were  without  a  town  house  which  ought  to 
have  been  immediately  attended  to  in  my  opinion.  A  t,  x,  for  building  and 
repairing  bridges  of  h-  If  a  cent  on  the  dollar, was  granted.  Then  earns 
on  the  Article  concerning  schools.  I  did  not  give  (my)  close  attention 
enough  to  this  matter  to  properly  un 
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der stand  it.  K  committee  cf  five  was  appointed  to  divide  the  town  into 
School-districts  -  viz,  aron  Robin,  on, hoi* o  Suf ford,  eph’a  -rnstrong, 
Stebeno  albridgo  and  Sam’l  Biackmer  Jun’r.  The  article  next  in  order 
was  to  seo  if  the  town  would  provide  a  ■' ork-house  for  the  poor, which  was 
discussed  shortly  and  dismissed  without  coming  to  a  decision. 

Having  finished  the  business  of  the  adjourned  meeting  -  another 
meeting  v/ao  had  to  see  if  the  tov/n  would  finish  a  room  in  the  Court 
House  to  transact  public  business  in  -  or  rather  I  may  be  more  correct 
if  I  say  -  to  see  whether  the  town  would  provide  i  suitable  place  to 
meet  in.  A  motion  was  made  to  dismiss  the  article. 

Mr  Lan’l  B. Young  spoke  against  it  and  greatly  in  favor  of  having  a 
Town  House.  Nothing  more  was  said  then  -  dismiss  the  article  -  from 
several 
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gentlemen, and  it  was  dismissed.  Gov*r  Robinson,  gov  Tichenor  and  gen. 
Robinson  were  appointed  a  committee  to  settle  accounts  with  the  select¬ 
men  and  Treasurer  end  report  thereon  at  the  next  annual  meeting.  The 
meeting  was  then  dissolved. 

Received  a  letter  from  Mr  Clark  /.?■  rwood  -  dated  Gazenovia,' 'arch  23 
rd  1312, in  which  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  mine  of  the  23rd  Feb. 
and  asked  pardon  for  not  answering  another  of  Pec.  6th  and  one  from  hie 
sister  Ruth  of  Dec*r  3th.  He  said  his  brother  /bijah  was  in  lbany  -  had 
received  a- letter  from  him  in  Jan*y  -  wherein  he  promised  to  bo  in  Cazen 
ovia  by  the  first  of  May  -  They  felt  pretty  sure  of  him, but  his  brother 
James  he  supposed  had  cat  died  the  fever  of  A bijah  and  would  not  perform 
his  route  in  two  or  three  years. 
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He  said  about  James  they  were  very  anxious  and  wished  me  to  forward  the 
first  information  I  might  get  of  him, to  them  -  and  also  to  inform  him  to 
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what  Ravenna  it  was  that  James  had  pone,  -  for  he  could  not  believe  I 
meant  Havanan  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  {'(See  Feb  23rd  or  Dcc’r  6th). 

Respecting  Geography  he  said  he  should  red  amend  Morse  before  all 
other  ‘merican  authors.  Pc.rkerton  he  believed  was  the  latest  -  and 
most  esteemed  of  any  English  Author, fro©  Morse  had  copied  a  groat  in 
his  last  Edition  on  the  Eastern  Continent.  The  latest  edition  that  he 
had  seen  of  Morse’s  was, the  fifth  of  the  first  Vol,or  western  continent 
-  the  fourth  for  tho  2nd  or  Eastern  Continent  -  which  contained  6  maps 
and  wore  accompanied  by  a  complete  Atlas  containing  63  maj>s  -  price 
v'8.50  cts  in  Albany  -  Parish  he  believed  was  the 
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latest  American  author.  He  knew  of  no  new  publication  of  the  kind  at 
that  time, but  if  he  could  get  information  of  one  he  would  forward  tho 
came  to  me.  I  was  very  well  pleased  with  this  information  from  ray  cous 
in  and  felt  greatly  obliged  to  him  for  it.  He  said  Ruth  end  Lyd’a  nigh 
expect  letters  from  him  soon.  The  other  parts  of  the  letter  relate  to 
concerns  between  him  and  his  sister,  and  compliments  to  his  relatives 
and  friends  in  this  place. 

At  the  printing  office  -  got  a  large  packet  of  Aurora’s  with  a  few 
other  papers.  Had  considerable  conversation  with  Mr  Clark  -  journoym’n 
in  tho  office  by  which  I  four?  (that)  that  he  had  lived  in  Pittsfield 
Mass  -  where  he  learnt  hie  trade  in  the  Sun  Office  and  was  acquainted 
with  Mr  Henry  Taylor  of  that  town  -  a  cousin  of  mine  -  of  whom  he  spoke 
very  well. 

Mild  weather  in  the  P.  '.  -  tho  chilly  and  a  little  snowy  - 
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Thursday,  April  9th  Drew  a  note  of  three  dollars  for  Stephen  Coy  who  si 

signed  it  and  gave  it  to  father  on  demand  -  for  tv/o 
barrels  of  cider  which  were  delivered  to  him  this  morning. 

Through  my  inattention  v  lamb  was  bitten  to  death  by  one  of  the 
horses.  At  first  it  was  thought  to  be  a  single  one  and, as  it  bid  fair 
to  have  grown  a  very  fine  sheep  -  the  loss  was  highly  rated  -  father  re¬ 
buked  me  sever oly  for  my  misconduct  in  leaving  the  sheep  (and)  a  moment, 
exposed  to  encroachments  from  cattle  and  horses  -  exhorted  me  never  to 
do  the  like  again.  I  did  not  attempt  to  justify  myself  in  the  least  - 
was  penitent  and  intended  nothing  of  the  kind  should  happen  under  my 
command  again.  But  it  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  sd  lamb  was 
s  twin  mate  which  lessened  the  loss  considerably. 

Gur  Orchards  were  pruned.  In 
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that  which  stands  E.  of  Gen  Robinson’s  wood-lot  v;e  found  a  large  quaaii 
ty  of  snow  -  but  few  bare  spots  in  it.  -  Mr  Stacy  wrote  a  letter  to  '  iss 
L* Stacy, informing  her  of  her  friend  '".Maters’  leaving  tho  cotton  factory 
at  Pr ran  Creek.  Miss  Ruth  Hr rwood  wont  to  Mr  Downer’s  to  reside. 

Friday,  April  10th  The  first  rainy  day  we  had  had  for  a  long  time.  Mr 

I.fontaguc  brought  me  the  History  of  Bonaparte  by 
Bourne  the  property  of  ray  cousin  James  Harwood, in  which  I  read  about  50 
pages.  Mr  M.  said  in  Wilmington  when  he  cam©  the  preceding  day  there 
was  very  little  bare  ground  to  bo  met  with  -  that  on  the  Green  Mountain 
the  snow  was  between  three  and  four  feet  deep. 

Saturday) April  11th  Vforkod  with  father , friend  Ire  and  I  .Montague , split¬ 
ting  up  wood  at  my  friends  door.  Rainy. 
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Sunday,  April  12th  Busy  rerd’g  end  writ  *  g 

Monday s  April  13th  Mr  Timothy  Palmer  and  father  eerie  to  an  understand¬ 
ing  about  their  accounts  -  Mr  P.  allowed  what  was 
brought  forward  against  him  (see  1.141  2d  ‘p)  ?iiss  Sophia  Waters  came 
to  our  house  on  a  visit  -  asked  advice  whether  to  go  to  Mr  Hindill’c 
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M’oolen  Factory  or  to  lot  herself  ae  a  spinster  where  she  could  find 
employment?  "he  was  advised  to  the  latter. 


Tuesday, April  14th  My  father  went  on  business  to  Mr  Stephen  Harwoods 

and  left  orders  that  the  sheep  must  be  watched, to 
be  kept  out  of  the  wheat  field  raid  that  the  fence  should  be  repaired. 
For  gome  reason  or  other  these  were  not  hooded  -  Ho  material  damage 
v as  occasioned  by  it, 

A  bee  house  was  erected  by  Mr  fj, Harwood  Jun'r  who  bought  an  old 
wagon  of  father, 
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'  educed ay, April  IBthAnucl  Fact,  The  clock  which  had  got  a  little  diao* 

dered  engross  my  attention  a  groat  part  of  the  AM. 
Undertook  to  perform  something  cf  a  task  in  writing, but  found  I  was  nt 
not  in  tune  for  it.  Head  Volta ir* a  Universal  History,  Fixed  up, all 
so  spruce, to  go  down  into  the  couth  part  of  the  town;  -  going  across 
lots  -  Met  friend  N  R  Locke  who  said  there  waa  a  collection  of  the 
youth  at  Mr  Loomis'  to  which  he  should  not  go  -  asked  me  where  I  was 
going  -  told  him  I  had  no  particular  place  in  view  but  had  thoughts 
of  walking  rs  far  rs  Mr  House’s  -  He  proposed  going  to  lit  Montague's 
and  I  assented  to  it,  I  went  back  to  the  house  with  him  ~  invited 
sister  Lydia  to  gc  with  us  -  She  went  -  and  we  }iad  a  very  agreeable 
visit.  The  walking  was  not  ao  free  from  mud  ts  I  have  seen  it, but  we 
did  very  well  as  it  was, 
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Thursday, April /6th  My  father, friend  Ira  end  myself  were  engaged  I 

Buo'i  of  clover  seed  on  seres  of  ground  till 
it  S  o'clock  r.M.  Johnson's  speech  on  the  Huvy  Bill  was  read  by 

:ir  Jonas  Harwood  in  the  evening  -  In  my  opinion  few  surpass  it  in 
sound  reasoning. 


Friday, April  l?th  Was  at  Parson's  Shop  too  long  in  the  morning  500 

wi  of  hay  was  sold  to  pars one  this  day  which  with 
230  cwt  he  had  had  a  few  days  before  -  made  730  v/t  -  So  much  out  of 
that  scanty  portion  of  hat  that  father  possessed  in  Feb.  (See  29th  of 
Feb,}  rAThat  is  usually  termed  the  Dry  Brook  which  has  its  courae 
through  the  Jtanard  farm,!?orton  and  H.rv.ood  farms  ^egan  now  to  flow. 
The  snow  on  low  lands  remained  only  in  scattering  banka  while  on  the 
mountains 
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it  lay  thick  and  smooth  except  such  parts  as  faced  the  south  whore  the 
warmth  of  the  sun  had  dissolved  it  But  at  this  time  it  wao  fast  going 
on  the  mountains  -  in  all  parts. 

The  wheat  where  the  snow  had  laid  deep  upon  it  appeared  to  bo 
killed  on  examining  it  closely  it  was  found  to  be  alive,  (see)  Rood 
Vol  2  Universal  history  in  the  evening,  yc  v^* 

Sat Irday , April  13th  Father  said  iryiho  rooming  lie  would  go  to  a  wheel¬ 
wright  (Mr  5*1  Scott)  rnd  agree  for  a  new  cart  abd 
directed  me, after  first  putting  up  a  gap  in  another  fence, to  go  with 
friend  Ira  end  repair  &  certain  piece  of  fence  usually  denominated, 
‘Shad  bone  fence''  -  6  or  8  or  10  rods  of  which  he  had  stuck  over  the 
last  year  -  that  he  supposed  needed  no  modeling  rnd  would  be  so  under¬ 
stood  by  both  of  us.  My  friend  and  I  shouldered  our  axes, marched  off 
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without  communi eating  our  ideas  to  each  other  respecting  the  mernner  of 
doing  this  business  -  and  separated  -  he  to  the  shad-bone  and  I  to  the 
gap,  ’Then  1  had  ac complied  nr,  purpose  I  beheld  my  father  a  few  rods 
from  me  examining  his  wheat  and  advanced  toward*  him.  As  soon  ac  he 
was  within  speaking  distance  he  began  hot  enough  about  Ira's  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  shad- bone  Claiming  me  almost  as  much  as  he  did  him  -  He 


lie  was  worked  up  tc  a  high  pich  of  flaming  v/rath  at  our  want  of  judg¬ 
ment  C:C  •  I  tolcl  him  I  could  not  sec  why  I  was  blame  able  for  that 
which  friend  Ira  had  done"  I  had  had  no  voice  in  the  affair  -  He  went 
according  tc  hie  own  notion.  The  ease  was  -  he  had  taken  down  that 
very  part  of  the  fence  which  father  pronounced  good  -  Father  v/ent 
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went  into  the  wood  mending  brush  fence  and  I  returned  to  Cap’t  Ira, who 
was  rectifying  his  mistake  with  all  possible  dispatch*  I  took  hold 
with  him  and  we  pursued  our  business  in  peace.  Ur  Elisha  Waters  made 
uc  v  leach  tub  that  day.  Father  did  not  go  to  the  wheel-wrights,  Rain 
in  the  P.M,  Wrote  a  letter  to  Hiss  Sophia  Waters  in  which  I  enclosed  a 
copy  of  Susan*h  Loveworths  letter  to  the  Spectator.  The  Weekly  Aurora 
of  April  7th  was  received  -  likewise  a  letter  of  April  1st  from  Judge 
Robinson  to  father  respecting  the  puer.  He  says  on  h±3  arrival  in  the 
City  of  Washington  he  paid  to  the  agent  at  that  place  for  tho  Aurora 
I 3  for  the  Weekly  urora  I  year  -  end  directed  that  it  should  be  sent 
to  Benj f n  Harwood,  Bennington 
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and  never  suspected  till  that  day  but  that  he  (my  father)  had  regularly 
received  it  every  week.  Said  ho  had  written  to  Ur  Duane  about  it  and 
hoped  it  would  be  rectified. 

I  received  a  letter  from  idow  Ann  Waters  who  wrote  that  herself 
and  folks  were  in  tolerable  health.  Her  Mother  thought  she  had  some¬ 
thing  growing  on  her  liver  which  would  end  her  days.  Her  youngest  broh 
brother, Mr  Hervey  Taylor  -  who  had  been  very  sick  was  likely  to  obtain 
his  health  again.  Her  sister  Sally  was  going  to  a  paper  mill  to  work 
for  six  months  -  Alluding  to  an  old  affair  -  She  wished  to  know  if  I 
blasted  her  and  let  her  go  -  or  held  her  -  by  ono  wing  yet?  Enquired 
for  our  health,  etc. 


Sunday, April  10th  Half  of  tho  day  spent  in  writing.  Read  newspapers. 

V/alked 
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to  Thomas  C. Parson's  -  folks  not  at  home  -  had  not  returned  from  Koosaw 
Falls  whence  they  woHt  on  Saturday.  Their  clock  out  of  order  -  cord  to 
the  clock- weight  broken  -  took  down  the  clock  -  Mr  Locke  tied  the  ends 
of  the  cord  together  -  Set  up  tho  clock  again  -  hung  on  the  weights  - 
put  it  (motion)  in  motion  and  left  it  -  T7aa  told, in  a  day  or  two, that 
the  clock  had  not  gone  any, since  I  had  i/orkod  with  it  -  Intended  to  go 
and  give  an  account  cf  myself  and  examine  the  clock  to  know  how  much  I 
was  to  blame.  But  it  got  over  it  end  went  again.  "  Read  a  few  pages  in 
a  small  book  ontitlod  -  Thy  ami  I  a  Christian? and  an  Address  to  the 
youth  on  the  death  of  a  young  lady  in  Greenfield  -  if  I  rightly  recol¬ 
lect  the  place,  Mr  Smith  the  sharp  bitten  aristocratic  -  not  federal, 
preacher  preached  -  this  day  -  Gloomy, rain\  weather. 
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Monday, April  20th  About  this  time  grass  begun  to  grow  on  moist  hilly 

loud  and  in  other  favorable  parts, 

'To  had  ploughed  none  till  this  dry.  Fine  weather,  Enjoyed  some  pleas¬ 
ure  in  music  in  the  evening.  Young  Nr. than  Robinson  lived  with  us  from 
March  16th  to  March  23th  (p.119) 


Tuesday,  April  21st  Another  fine  dry  -  Ploughing  and  gathering  stones 

for  wall  -  was  our  business,  Mr  David  5. Whitehead 
Mr  Isaac  Judd  -  Mr  Nathan* I  R, Locke  and  Mr  Rrastus  Montague  wont  to 
Pood ford  to  urausb  themselves  angling. 

"  edneaday, April  22nd  Gathered  chips  in  the  wood  -  two  loads  brought 

home  -  the  rest  loft  in  piles  -  to  be  brought  home 
with  other  v/ood  in  tho  fall.  Mr  Thatcher  alias  Rice  with  IB. 50  in  cash 
borrowed  of  his  landlady  Mrs  Hinncn  -  bought  300  \vt  hay  of  my  father  - 

He  also  sold  200  wt  to  Kir  Bebbct 
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of  /lgiers.  This  hay  wao  taken  from  that  stock  opokon  of  Vol  lot  p  300 
In  the  evening  re;  d  Voltaire’s  Universal  History*  Aurora  of  /“pril  14th 
received. 

Thursday,  April  23d  Mt  Montague  when  he  came  in  the  morning  to  work  with 

walling  with  father, brought  Bennington  News  Lotter 
with  him  -  wished  rao  to  read  it  -  said  it  was  a  candid  paper  -  so  I  did, 
and  found  it  as  candid  as  the  language  of  disappointed  office  seekers 
could  make  it. 

Mr  N.R. Locke  and  Mr  H. Harwood  walked  to  Sunderland  Landlord  House’s 
in  the  evening  and  there  made  a  visit,  Ur  Fd  F.  Locke  end  his  lady  were 
likewise  there  on  the  same  business.  Played  on  the  flute  -  and  conv.r- 
sed  with  Mr  Gideon  House  on  farming  business  -  said  his  hay  was  nearly 
gone.  Treated  us  with  apples  and  cider.  Miss  Lydia  House  was  absent 
(on)  at  a 
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Junket  holden  at  Mr  F’k  Jewett’s.  Miss  Sophia  Waters  v;as  left  by  her  to 
manage  at  home  -  was  sociable  and  in  good  humour  -  On  our  return, met 
?3iss  Lydia  behind  her  gallant  on  her  way  home, or  horse  back.  t  Mr  Jew*- 
ett's  -  were  hailed  by  Columbus  J.Bowdish  and  invited  to  walk  in  -  I 
was  unwilling  to  stop, as  the  evening  was  considerably  advanced, but  find¬ 
ing  it  friend  L*s  wish  and  being  hard  pressed  by  Mr  Bo.  -  went  in  and  sat 
down.  Company  had  ell  gone  off  except  Mr  B.  his  sister  and  another  young 
lady,  Mr  J’s  girls  were  all  at  home  -  I  knew  very  well  what  I  had  to  do, 
and  that  was  to  play  for  them  to  dance.  They  went  about  it  spiritedly 
and  I  played  as  handsomely  as  I  could  for  them,  but  ray  flute  nor  myself 
neither  was  in  order  for  the  occasion.  I  find  in  a  dry 
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time  for  fiddling  and  dancing  young  people  will  relish  almost  anything  as 
a  substitute.  This  was  the  case  with  these  juvenile  spirits;  and  while 
I  vmo  there  instrumental  in  heightening  the  hilarity  of  the  scene. a  most 
pleasing  reflection  passed  through  my  mind.  I  saw  around  me  companions 
and  friends  oi  my  age  who  had  no  idea  of  a  higher  degree  than  myself  - 
All  took  pleasure  in  being  placed  on  a  level  with  each  other  and  acted 
with  that  unaffected  raodestneee  ease  which  is  the  natural  consequence  of 
equality.  I  gave  myself  up  freely  to  this  flight  of  fancy  while  I  tar¬ 
ried  -  knowing  that  youth  likes  the  Spring  soon  pacseth  away  -  that  such 
gleams  of  pleasure  but  rarely  occupy  the  mind.  Me  came  away  from  Mr  J’s 
at  the  end  of  half  an  hour  -  Lodged  together  at  P’s  shop.  Fvening  cold. 
Some  moonlight. 
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Friday,  April  24th  On  the  22nd  inst  Mr  D  L  T/hitehead  and  his  party  re¬ 
turned  from  Woodford  pond  with  scarcely  no  booty 
See  21st.  Mr  Montagu©  worked  at  walling.  Read,  Washingtonian  newspaper 
Mr  Marsh  -  S  in  the  evening  just  called, in  a  great  hurry  -  only  took  time 
to  ask  how  we  did  and  do  his  errand.  Read  No.  283,284  of  the  Spectator. 

Saturday,  April  25thLaid  my  bones  to  it  extremely  hard  -  spreading  manure 

on  plow-land  as  hard  as  I  could  buckle  to  it  ell  day. 
Very  much  worn  down  at  night.  Mr  Montague  and  Mr  Isaac  Godfrey  the  lat¬ 
ter  (in  T.C, Parson’s  service)  were  laborers  on  this  farm.  Mr  Clark  Har¬ 
wood  my  eldest  uncle  arrived  from  Westminister.  Very  warm  evening  -  thund 
ered  -  but  very  little  rain  came  at  this  place. 
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Sunday,  April  26th  I  will  grace  this  page  with  a  piece  of  poetry  which  I 

copy  out  of  the  National  Intelligencer  of  March  24th 


1812. 
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Fe  are  proud  to  recognize  in  the  following  lines  the  fire  of  native  gen¬ 
ius.  It  does  not  render  them  less  valuable,  or  less  applicable  to  the 
tines  that  they  are  evidently  an  invitation  of  the  romantic  minstrelsy 
of  the  Scottish  Bard.  (Nat.  Int.)  From  the  Pittsburg  Mercury. 

SPIRIT  OF  AMERICA. 

Peace  smiled  on  every  vale  &  hill, 

From  Western  border  wild  and  still, 

To  Eastern  port  and  isle  and  bay, 

Where  waved  a  thousand  streamers, gay; 

From  Maine’s  white  boundary  rude  &  steep 
To  where  St  Mary’s  willows  weep. 

Blithe  was  the  humblest  cot  the  while 
Though  city  pride  might  haply  smile. 

Love  danced  by  guilded  lake  &  steam  166 

And  sported  in  the  moon’s  mild  beam 
T/hile  pleasure  3ung  her  summer  song. 

Till  loud  was  heard  the  tale  of  wrongs; 

Then  throbbed  each  heart  and  flash’d  each  eye 
Of  gl allant  spirit  spirit  warm  and  high. 

And  hardly  brook’d  they  to  be  told 
Of  injury  deep  and  insult  bold. 

But  ere  the  hurraed  tale  could  close. 

The  kindling  cry  of  vengea,  ce  rose. 

O’er  stream  and  vale  and  hill  and  dale 
Y/e  hoard  the  mustering  oignajh  swell, 

It  rose  on  fair  Atlantic’s  side, 

And  deep  in  Western  forest  died  - 
But  died  not  so  the  spirit  warm 
That  panted  for  the  battles  storm 
All  stern  find  silent  they  prepare 
For  soldiers  fate, and  soldiers  fare  - 
But  Ah  ,  My  country’s  disarray, 

Blanch’d  -  may  check  that  anxious  day  - 
Why  droops  each  ardent  youth  his  head, 

It  it  for  fitful  courage  ieed  /? 

And  does  that  sigh  betoken  fear? 

Why  swells  the  heart  and  starts  the  tear? 

It  is  for  endless  dull  debate  1  67 

That  wastes  occasion, while  they  wait 
The  signal  moved  to  send  them  bound 
For  British  battlement  and  mound. 

Oh,  for  Montgomery’s  arm,  they  cry, 

To  plant  the  eagle  standard  high, 

Y/herever  red~cro3S  glag  before 
Wav’d, from  Au-plait  to  Labrador. 

Then  let  the  inspiring  summons  come, 

With  trill  of  fife,  and  roll  of  drum  - 
Soon  shall  Columbia  see  her  sons 
Gird  on  their  swords  &  grasp  their  guns 
And  deep  thro’  darkling  forests  hie, 

Y/ith  lightened  heart  and  eager  eye 
Y/hile  martial  air  and  merry  song 
Shall  lead  their  gallant  bands  along, 

To  meet  the  glorious  hap  of  wair 
Where  danger  calls  or  near  or  far 
Lives  there  a  wretch  who  hears  the  call, 

AJid  shuns  to  go,  or  dreads  to  fall  - 
Back, dastard  coward,  while  you  may, 

Let  none  but  heroes  share  the  day. 

On, them,  my  noble  spirits, on 
Be  ye  Montgomery's  ovory  one  - 
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And  when  the  toils  of  war  are  past 
Your  names  shell  with  your  country’s  last. 
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Was  busy  till  noon  writing  -  With  r#  uncles  Clark  and  Jonas  took  e  walk 
across  the  farm  to  Capt  Norton’s  during  which  the  former  gentleman  poiA 
pointed  out  particular  spots  where  certain  accidents  had  taken  place 
when  he  was  young.  Our  visit  at  capt  N'o  was  unpremeditated  -  had  on  a 
coarse  pair  of  cow-hide  shoes  of  my  father ' sjdirty  overalls  -  Jacket  ail 
and  coat  ditto, under  which  was  a  chequered  woolen  shirt  unchanged  that 
day  -  and  a  corse  every  day  hat  -  In  this  plight  did  I  appear  on  the 
Holy  Sabbath  day  at  a  neighbours  house, not  only  in  the  presence  of  my 
elders  -  but  in  that  of  a  jroung  gentleman  and  lady  of  the  house  and  thd 
that  eagle  eyed  old  maid  Mias  Polly  Thayer.  Uncle  Clark  was  extremely 
sociable  with  capt  N.  but  they  did  not  monopolize  the  whole  conversa¬ 
tion  -  leaving  Uncle  Jonas  his  share,  A  variety  of  subjects  were  no¬ 
ticed,  among 

Moses$  169 

them  the  authority  of  Mfiee^a  respecting  the  creation  was  disputed, 
which  occasioned  a  story  from  my  eldest  uncle  about  Moses's  heading  am 
Egyptian  army  against  the  Ethiopians  whom  he  vanquished  without  much 
difficulty  till  he  penetrated  into  the  interior  of  their  country  where 
he  had  to  lay  seige  $o  an  opulent  city.  He  continued  the  oeige  for  com 
some  time  till  the  sovereign  of  the  country  (the  ueen)  agreed  to  de¬ 
liver  up  the  city  to  the  boseigers  -  on  condition  that  Moses  should 
marry  her  and  reign  with  her.  ?Joses  promised  to  do  so, and  accordingly 
the  city  fell  into  his  hands  -  but  after  marrying  the  fucen  instead  of 
complying  with  the  other  part  of  the  engagement  -  he  places  a  garrison 
in  the  City  -  leaves  his  queen  and  marches  back  to  Egypjr.  This  story 
he  took  from  Xenophon.  'He  came  away  from  Capt  H.’b  2  o’clock  P.M. 

I  said  but  little  during  the  visit. read  Ben’r  N’s  Letter  and  W't  Aurora 
In  tho  evening  drafted  a  letter  to  send  to  Mrs  Anne  T/ators  v/hich  170 
was  never  finished.  Read  Voltaire's  Univ'l  Hist’y.  A  clear, raw, chilly 
day.  Wind  hard  N.W. 

Monday, April  27th  Walling  was  going  on.  Parson’s  garden  ploughed. 

Miss  Lydia  Harwood  received  a  visit  from  Miss  Mercy 
Harwood  *  Mies  Theodocia  Montague  and  Miss  Mary  H.  Campbell  in  the  P.M. 
and  they  tarried  till  sometime  in  the  evening. 

Mr  N.K. Locke  came  up  and  danced, laughed  and  talked  away  the  time 
gaily  indeed.  I  took  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  in  playing  for  them. 
Messrs  Harwood  and  Locke  waited  upon  Misses  Montague  and  Campbell  to 
Mr  Parsons'.  Those  gentlemen  afterwards  held  a  long  conference  in  P. 
Shop. 

Tuesday, April  28th  Father  sows  his  barley.  A  string  of  wall  23  rods  in 

length  was  finished  by  him  and  Mr  Montague.  A  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  our  near  neighbors  were  together  that  evening  at  our 
house,  quite  musical. 
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Co Id, backward  weather  -  frosty  withal. 

Wednesday, April  29th  Oats  sowed  and  ploughed  in. Mr  Clark  Harwood  intro 

duced  one  of  his  now- modeled  wheel-heads  into  this 
family  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  inat  .which  was  readily  arid  thankfully 
received  and  highly  esteemed.  It  wed  examined  and  its  operation  wit¬ 
nessed  by' those  ladles  mentioned  under  that  date.  -  8  in  the  evening 
walked  with  Mr  Locke  and  the  Mioses  Harwood  and  Campbell  to  Mr  Montagues 
where  without  realizing  much  pleasure  -  stair  late  and  came  home  with  a 
most  uncomfortable  southern  breoze  in  my  face.  They  all  appeared  dis¬ 
pleased  v;ith  me  for  not  having  my  flute  on  the  carpot. 
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Thursday, April  30th  Had  to  make  a  journey  to  Hr  Asher  Wilcox* s  to  ob¬ 
tain  that  book  which  I  lent  to  Mr  Lewis  Ketch  on 
the  5th  inst.  The  gent,  had  gone  off  home  to  his  fathers  in  the  N. 
p*t  of  Vermont.  The  death  of  our  venerable  Vice  president  Clinton 
was  announced  to  us  on  the  27th  inst, 
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7s  father  end  I  were  unsuspiciously  ploughing  in  the  meadow  near 
Mr  Brown* o  Fay  meadow  -  were  alarmed  betweon  4  &  5  in  the  P.M.  by  the 
cries  of  women  and  children  at  the  old  Fay-house, as  if  in  distress, 

V/©  immediately  ran  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  A  little  before  I 
reached  the  theatre  of  action  -  slackened  my  pace  in  come  degree 
which  caused  a  redoubled  cry  of  Murder  -  Murder  -  Murder  -  do  run, run 
run  -  Mr  Harwood  do  run.  I  hastened  with  additional  speed  up  to  the 
ground  which  gave  birth  to  this  confused  noise  -  not  knowing  but  that 
somebody  was  murdered  out- right  -  and  to  my  astonishment  beheld  the 
heads .families  clenched  together, scratching, biting  and  pulling  each 
/^otfrur  by  the  hair  with  bloody  hands  and  faces  -  like  two  bears,  I 
did  not  wait  long  to  witness  so  disgusting  a  scene  but  fell  to  hauling 
off  the  top  men  -  could  not  succeed  in  quelling  the  squabble  till  as¬ 
sisted  by  my  father  who  came  up  a  little  after  me, when  the  parties 
v/ere  separated  and  the  affair  happily  settled  -  Returned  again  to  our 
business. 
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The  old  snow  of  1811  left  the  lower  parts  of  the  country, with  the 
exception  of  a  few  large  banks, bet ween  the  20th  end  25th  of  this  month 
in  the  early  part  of  which  the  face  of  the  earth  was  covered  with  a 
coat  of  new  snow  12  inches  thick  which  came  in  March  and  was  all  that 
month  afforded, although  it  was  bountiful  in  cold,  April  -  1812  -  col$ 
generally  speaking, and  wainting  in  the  article  of  rain.  No  very  high 
winds  in  March  or  April-,  A  greater  scarcity  of  hay, perhaps, was  never 
experienced  in  this  country  -  Hay  at  the  northward  20  dollars  per  tun 
Dreadful  mortality  among  the  herds  mid  flocks  in  that  department  and 
in  a  less  degree  elsewhere.  Father  sold  hie  neighbors  all  the  hay  he 
could  spare  -  i4  or  15  cwt.  \7e  lost  3  old  sheep  and  10  lambs.  23 
curviired  the  unpropit iouo  season. 

Friday,  May  1st  Fair  and  extremely  cold  -  were  making  prepat ions 

for  planting.  Toward  the  close  of  April  &  piece 
of  ground  was  sown  with  spring  wheat  and  serv*d  as  our  oits  were.  - 
See  April  29th. 
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Saturday, May  2nd.  The  morning  severely  cold  -  water  and  mud  frozen 

hard.  On  my  way  to  Mr  Loomis*  had  a  conversation 
with  Mr  Luma n  Norton  about  Mr  Norman  Judd,v/ho,ho  had  understood, had, 
during  the  winter, visited  Goshen  in  Connecticut  -  his  native  town, and 
about  war,-  told  him  I  thought  war, which  I  allowed  with  him  was  preg¬ 
nant  with  numerous  evil3, could  not  be  avoided  if  the  English  persisted 
in  maintaining  their  Orders  in  Council.  He  did  not  deny  that  was  caue 
cause  for  war  -  said  it  ought  to  have  been  gone  into  years  before  - 
Said  Great  Britian  had  accumulated  vast  strength  within  a  few  years  - 
France  had  grown  equally  powerful  on  the  continent, and  had  treated  our 
country  as  far  as  their  power  went, with  equal  barbarity  &c.  -  .Vent  to 
Mr  L's  whose  cart  I  brought  home. 

In  the  evening  had  an  agreeable  talk  with  my  Uncle  Clark  on  his¬ 
tory  with  which  he  is  well  acquainted. 

Ingrafted  2  cions  of  the  egg  plum  into  another  kind  -  the  first 
trial  in  that  art  I  had  ever  made. 
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Sunday,  May  3rd  Besides  reading  and  writing, took  some  satisfaction 

in  conversation  on  -history  with  my  old  uncle  -  Was 
heartily  pleased  while  reading  the  chapter  of  the  preacher  -  took  care 
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to  suppress  e  hand- press  of  laughter  which  I  folt  rising  within  me. 

Rainy,  &  chilly. 

Monday ,  May  4th  Mr  Montague  ,F  raatu3 , was  my  fellow  laborer  in  shovell 

ing  manure  during  several  hours  of  severe  snow-storm 
which  commenced  in  the  P.M.  and  lasted  all  night.  -  wind  blowing  high 
like  March.  Capt  Ira  Harwood  was  a  fellow  sufferer. 

Tuesday,  May  5th  The  ground  was  white  with  snow, which  did  not  disap¬ 
pear  in  the  low  country  till  pest  noon.  Remained 
near, fences, a  day  or  two  -  on  the  mountains  sometimes  longer.  Winds  un¬ 
commonly  high, like  March  winds  -  from  I©  end  no  cold  and  dry. 

Mhon  I  went  homo  with  Mr  Loomis  cart  -  his  eon  jesso  took  mo  into 
the  new  barn  -  saw  but  a  3nall  quantity  of  hay  -  ell  they  had  -  cattle 
grazing  in  the  road  -  lo\y  in  flesh 
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Mr  Pumroy  Smith  came  to  see  father  about  tailing  the  school  in  thoir  dis¬ 
trict  -  Approved  his  understanding  -  though  he  did  not  calculate  to  send 
any  scholars  himself  -  informed  him  his  brother  had  one  to  send. 

Wednesday,  May  6th  Miss  Lydia  Harwood  recoived  an  afternoon  visit  from 

the  following  ladies  -  viz;Micees  Clarissa  and  Lucre 
tie  Horton,  Miss  Lydia  House,  (Mias)  Miss  Persia  Smith,  Miss  Clarissa 
Loomis  and  Miss  Mary  H. Campbell.  They  tarried  in  the  evening  -  but  I 
was  so  deficient  in  politenocs  and  so  negligent  about  what  constitutes  a 
gentleman  -  like  deportment  towards  the  other  sox  -  r.3  not  to  go  near 
them.  Mr  J*n  Horton  Jun’r  came  in  when  I  was  at  supper  in  the  kitchen- 
passed  common  civilities  with  him  -  sat  down  again  -  finished  ray  neal  - 
Ur  J  Brown  who  came  in  on  an  evening  visit  -  re  nested  a  tune  -  told  him 
I  had  not  leisure  then  to  play  one  -  St opt  out  to  do  some  choaro  which  I 
had  neglected, as  usual, till  a  late  hour  but  which  having  done  -  instead 
of  going  back  again  into  to  the  houso  -  as  perhaps  Mr 
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Horton  expected  I  would  -  went  to  the  house  of  Capt  Harwood  end  staid 
during  the  evening  -  Mr  N.  R.  Locke  and  Mr  H.  Mellon  were  likev;ise  there 
How  this  was  hardly  treating  Mr  H.  with  due  respect  -  I  know  I  committed 
a  breach  of  good  brooding  -  but  so  it  was, and  so  let  it  go.  Had  there 
been  no  ladies  -  or  had  there  boen,I  was  going  to  say, some  other  ladies, 

I  Am  inclined  to  bolie\Te  I  should  not  have  conducted  in  the  manner  I  did. 

Our  hay  was  nearly  expended  -  foderod  no  other  than  the  team,  after 
this  date 

Thursday,  May  7th  Mr  Clark  Harwood  left  this  for  Burlington  VT. 

See  25  ap.  -  Did  something  more  at  ingrafting  -  See 
2nd  int”  I  had  business  in  town  -  called  at  the  Post  Office  -  Among  gen¬ 
tlemen  there  -  Heard  considerable  conversation  about  H. York’s  elections. 
One  of  them  read  a  piece  on  the  subjoct  in  the  Albany  Register  which  ar¬ 
gued  that  the  Democrats  in  that  State  had  been  the  /uthors  of  their  own 
ruin.  The  Gov’s  prorogation  -  his  saying  that  the  Legislatures  hod 
been  bribed  -  Ambrose  Spencer’s  conduct  -  Gallatins  Tax  Bill  &c 
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were  eneumeratod  among  the  causes  of  that  effect.  I  heard  Mr  Southv/iek 
with  an  ear  of  jealousy  -  understanding  that  he  was  greatly  interested  in 
the  Bank  of  (North)  America.  Such  men  we  must  hear  with  caution. 

High, chilly  stormy  winds  from  H.F.  Parts  of  the  mountains  still  white 
with  snow. 

Friday,  May  3th  Flax-seed- sown  Gardening  was  executed  by  Dr  Jonas  Har¬ 

wood.  Another  in  the  list  of  cold, squally  unpleasant 
days, alt ho*  it  was  begun  with  a  fair  morning. 
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Saturday,  May  Othllo  man  Gould  oesxre  a  finer  day  than  this.  Potatoes  were 

planted.  Mr  E.  Montague  an  assistant  -  A  long  storm 
was  now  over  -  the  air, was, however, far  from  being  warm  at  this  time. 

Sunday,  May  10th  My  eldest  sister  and  I  were  pleasantly  busied  several 

hours  of  this  day  reading  and  writing  -  She  found  many 
pretty  pieces  and  anecdotes  in  Mr  Bliss’s  files  of  newspapers 
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which  she  read  while  I  was  writing, causing  merriment  for  both  of  us.  VJrote 
down  the  notes  of  Tune  ,!Ei  gar-rub  her  o’er  w i’  straw1'  for  Mr  Sylvanue 
Fhite  -  Chesterfield,  lass  from  who  I  had  received  two  pieces  of  music  pr 
mail  which  cost  me  12>i  cents.  Would  not  tell  at  first, after  finding  out 
what  the  paper  contained, from  whence  or  whom  it  came  -  wishing  to  conceal 
ray  Franklin  whistle, but  at  last, being  guessed  out,-  owned  the  fact.  (See 
Bec’r  7th  p  38)  Having  attended  pretty  closely  to  writing  -  felt  dispos¬ 
ed,  in  the  evening, to  take  a  walk  -  uncertain  which  way  to  go,  thought  of 
going  K.  -  finally  decided  on  going  S.  -  was  in  a  melancholy  mood  -  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  road  with  a  slow  pace  -  Met  two  young  men, strangers  to  me 
who  said  -  those  girls  are  gone  from  hose  -  Sagacious  follows*  -  they  thot 
the  poor  fellow  was  going  to  visit  the  ladies  -  Erroneous  guess’  I  ex¬ 
pected  to  see  ladies  vdiere  I  was  going 
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but  not  to  tarry  with  any  of  them.  -  Called  at  Mr  Mellon* s  -  Henry  not  at 
home  -  gone  down  the  road  -  talked, a  few  moments, with  his  sister, Harriot . 
Marched  on  farther  to  Mr  E. Fay’s  Jun’r  -  halted  a  moment  to  converse  with 
Mr  F  and  another  gent’n  -  put  forward  again  and  went  to  the  top  of  Jewetts 
Hill  -  met  Mr  J’n  Horton  Jun’r  -  arm  in  arm  with  a  lady  -  Mr  Henry  Mellon 
bringing  up  the  rear  -  faced  about  and  marched  with  him  to  Fay’s  barn-yard 
bars  -  Asked  him  what  lady  Mr  N.  had  with  him  -  said  Miss  Sophia  Billing. 
Hr  H«  suffered  his  lady  to  go  on  to  //  her  uncles  and  halted, himself ,at 
the  bars  where  Mr  F.  and  his  friend  were  still  standing.  The  conversation 
happened  to  turn  on  the  gloomy'  aspect  which  our  fields  of  winter-grain 
presented.  Hr  N.  said  a  dearth  always  accompanied  an  Embargo  -  I  retorted 
that  there  never  was  anything  which  had  to  father  more 
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than  the  embargo.  This  boought  on  e  political  dispute  between  us  which 
lasted  for  perhaps  an/  hour  -  on  the  present  and  late  embargo  -  on  the  Gun 
Boat  system  -  On  the  war  measures  C.c  -  for  all  which  I  was  an  advocate  and 
he  an  opponent.  Perhaps  two  Senators  might  have  gone  deeper  into  the  sub¬ 
ject  than  we  did  and  been  more  zealous, but  I  don’t  think  they  could  have 
been  less  passionate  -  each  did  the  best  he  could  -  and, if  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  cay  it  -  each  left  off  as  good  as  when  he  began.  I  shall  never 
claim  much  credit  to  myself  as  a  political, religious  or  any  other  disputant 
\7hon  we  came  away  and  on  parting  was  invited  by  Mr  H . , and  by  Mr  M. , to  ?/alk 
into  the  house  of  Mr  Fay, Sen* r  -  but  declined  -  Got  home  about  S  o’clock. 
Found  at  Mr  1. Harwood* a  Messrs  H.  11. Locke  and  E .Montague  with  the  Misses 
M. Campbell  and  T. Montague  who, having  bounced  about  pretty  merrily  -  with¬ 
drew  past  ten  o’clock.  The  cheering  notes  of  the  Bob  d’lincoln 
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began  at  this  time  to  oe  chanted  in  our  meadows  -  Pleasantest  day  the 
spring  had  afforded.  I  like  the  following  lines  -  let’s  see  how  they’ll  go 


THE  PEDAGOGUE  •  S  COMPLAINT. 

Should  anyone  desire  to  know 

What  honest  calling  hero  below 
Distresses  moot  with  caro; 

I#ll  take  him  quick  -  the  Pedagogue, 

Whether  an  hones  man  roge 
Partakes  the  greatest  chare. 

When  once  engaged, his  freedom’s  gone 

Till  hie  three  months  or  more  are  done, 

That  time,  he's  but  a  slave; 

Thro*  thick  and  thin  to  school  must  go, 

Tn  heat  and  cold, in  rain  and  snow 
Or  else  he’s  deemed  a  knave. 

And  then  alas,  when  he  gets  there. 

The  shattered  house  may  went  repair, 

The  doors  perhaps  nro  broke; 

The  windows  dar,  with  open  walls 
And  thro  roof  the  water  falls 
The  chimnoy  too  does  smoke. 
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And  lo,  behold  there’s  little  fire. 

The  boy  was  hindered  by  hie  sire 
To  do' some  chorea  at  home; 

Tho  small  boys  cry,  the  great  ones  crowd. 

Some  whisper,  and  some  talk  aloud 
The  master  only’s  dumb. 

At  length  the  fire  sends  cut  the  heat, 

Each  one  compelled  to  tako  his  coat. 

And  each  his  wants  prepare; 

Plow,  full  a  do  seen  pens,  or  more. 

And  copies  wanted,  half  a  score 
'round  "Pray  Paster"  goes. 

Says  Billy,  Nathan’s  got  my  seat 

And  Sally's  got  the  pen, says  Bet. 

Tho  master  hens  and  rubo  his  hair, 

(For  know, in  school  he  durst  not  swear) 

/nd  say's  he'll  right  their  wrongs 

But  while  he  turr.3  to  still  their  noiso, 

Behind  his  back,  the  lesser  boys 
Begin  to  make  their  brav/ls; 

Tom  pinched  me, sir,  says  little  Dick 
And  he  gives  Tom  a  private  kick. 

And  dovm  the  young  one  falls. 
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The  master  thus  provoked  to  wrath 

With  o.ual  justico  whips  them  both, 
and  then  expects  repose; 

But  what  the  Wisest  cant  prevent 
So  from  behind  a  rueful  scent 
Fills  hie  oagacious  nose. 

Thus  toils  and  caro  perplex  his  breast 

Which  rob  his  mind  and  limbo  of  rest, 

While  thus  confined  in  school; 
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But  when  he’s  done, come  folks  will  cay 
He* s  nought  to  do  but  eat  and  play 
Quite  free  from  :a  11  control. 

But  pauoe  a  minute, and  you *11  find, 

Mew  troubles  rise  to  vox  his  mind. 

He  hoars  the  peoples  tongue; 

Old  TTill  and  Benjamin  will  prate, 

And  say,  the  master  comes  too  late, 

And  keeps  their  boys  too  long. 

Sometimes,porhap3,the  parish  Squire 

Exclaims  the  master’s  pay  is  higher 
Than  in  the  neighboring  school; 

Old  Simon  cays,  ho  whipt  my  Joe, 

Till  the  poor  rouguo  could  hardly  go; 

The  fellow’s  half  a  fool. 
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But  what’s  all  this  to  Prim’ 3  complaint? 

^Tio  says  her  little  darling  went 
To  school,  through  wet  and  cold; 

The  tyrant  whipped  his  back, she  swore, 

Thou$i  never  struck  a  blow  before. 

And  almost  nine  years  old. 

Mrs  Sullen,  though  by  nrture  mild, 

Complained  for  Poll,  her  only  child, 

Tho's  plac’d  below, she’s  told; 

Some  poorer  girls, tho’  tic  confessed 

They  read  and  write  aid  spell  the  best; 

This  makes  her  fret  and  scold. 

Ad  then  again,  there  is  the  fool, 

T  ho  once  v/ent  to  a  grammer  school, 

Her  sentiments  bectows; 

She  smokos  her  pipe, and  wants  a  puff 
And  the  master’s  well  enough 
But  his  scholars  mahe  no  bows. 

Thus  is  he  doomed  to  bear,  it  seems, 

The  caprice  of  old  women’s  whims. 

And  dares  not  once  complain; 

Yet  when  he’s  done  the  case  is  such, 

That  poor  two  dollars  is  too  much 
per  uarter  for  his  pains. 

106 

The  foregoing  lines  are  from  Salem  Gazette  (Mass)  -  Juno  24th., 1794. 
Monday,  May  11th  Potatoes  were  planted. 

Tuesday,  May  12th  K early  ready  for  planting  corn  -  Ingrafted  a  few  c 

cions  -  the  new  cart  was  brought  home  •  Practiced 
music  with  friend  Locke  in  the  evening  -  slept  with  him  -  Had  been  now 
tv/o  mild  days  in  succession,  Apple-troo  leaves  began  now  to  peep  out 
of  the  bud, 

•Wednesday,  May  13th  Mr  Bliss  came  to  U3  in  the  field  on  an  errand  and 

said  IT. York  State  wed  federal  -  Gave  mo  a  Bonoarat 
ic  N. Bedford  paper  of  May  1st. 

Thile  playing  on  tho  flute  at  the  close  of  the  day  -  in  the  H. 
room  as  customary  -  Mies  Lydia  Harwood  a  d  Miss  Mary  II .Campbell  came 


and  stood  by  the  front  window  to  hear  me.  I  never  took  more  pleasure 
in  anything  in  the  world  than  in  playing  the  Bonny  I, ass  of  Aberdeen 
at  that 
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that  time.  That  they  might  the  better  hoar  -  they  shoved  up  the  lower 
sash  a  little  way  -  and  I  think  one  or  both  of  them  danced  on  the  gre® 

Thursday,  Hay  lf^th  Nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  went  to  work  for  Mr  L» 

ther  Bliss  -  assisted  him  in  getting  out  manure  - 
ploughed  his, or  rather  Hr  H. Clark’s  garden  and  part  of  a  small  field 
below  the  Grave  Yard,  Mr  B.  would  make  me  carry  my  flute  with  me  - 
and  so  after  dinner  I  went  to  placing  on  it  in  Mrs  Clark’s  kitchen  but 
Mr  B.  could  not  let  me  rest  contentedly  there  -  he  takes  me  out  -  or  I 
might  more  properly  say  invitee  me  to  go  into  Mr  Dexter’s  Shop  -  Finds 
it  locked  -  aids  me  along  to  the  stairs  which  lead  up  into  the  red  shop 
where  axe  sitting  capt  Moses  Robinson  and  Mr  Clark  basking  in  the  sun. 
Capt  Robinson  asks  me  what  I  think  about  going  to  v/ar  -  whether 
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I  was  ready  to  turn  out  to  go  and  take  Canada  -  asks  me  if  I  feol  wil¬ 
ling  to  go  to  war  -  I  answer  that  I  do, if  thore  be  no  better  way  -  then 
he  begins  about  the  debt  v/hich  the  nation  is  incurring  -  poor  farmers, 
they  would  have  it  all  to  pay  -  Told  him  we  would  do  as  they  did  in  oth 
ar  countris  (I  think  I  said  in  England)  -  ;et  our  posterity  pay  it  - 
Well, was  that  good  policy  -  was  it  honesty?  -  Answered  thert  it  was  not 
but  that  dishonesty  was  sometimes  the  best  policy, and  it  was  the  fashin 
fashion  of  the  day  -  Something  more  was  said  which  I  do  not  recollect, 
and  the  affair  dropt.  I  said  -  let  posterity  pay  the  debt  -  that  is 
far  from  being  my  real  sentiment  on  the  subject  -  I  say  not  so  -  I  say 
let  us  take  care  to  make  their  burthen  lighter  than  our  own.  How  I  had 
no  idea  of  carrying  on  anything  like  a  dispute  with  Capt  li.  -  because  - 
his  years  -  his  opportu 
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nity  for  information  and  experience  -  compared  with  ray  ov/n  all  forbade 
it.  Considering  tho  matter  in  this  light  I  did  not  thank  him  for  his 
attack  -  T/alked  into  Mr  D's  shop  -  played  harshly  a  few  airs  for  Mr  B. 
capt.  R. ,Mr  Clark  and  perhaps  some  other  gent’n.  I  really  played  poor¬ 
ly.  Mo  B.  said  he  had  never  had  his  garden  ploughed  better.  One  thing 
I  did  wrongly  and  carelessly  enough  -  Went  all  day  v;ith  a  fery  dull  plou 
ploughshare  within  fifty  rode  of  a  blacksmith’s  shop  -  the  ground  badly 
baked  down  too.  That  evening, gallanted  Miss  Sophia  Waters  from  hone  to 
Mr  Joseph  House’s  -  carried  my  flute, on  which  I  played  p- rt  of  the  way. 

A  few  rode  N.  of  Mr  Jewett’s  barn  -  met  the  Misses  Lucre ’a  and  Clarissa 
Norton.  Mies  Sophia  held  a  short  conference  with  the  latter  while  I 
played  a  few  favorite  pieces  for  the  former, who  informed  me 

190 

ahe  had  just  borrowed  a  new  song  book  accompanied  with  notes.  At  Mr 
Houses’  conversed  jocosely  with  Miss  Lydia  H.,her  brother  Gideon  and 
Miss  V?atero,and  read  some  in  two  Charleston  City  papers  -  in  one  of 
which  found  an  account  of  the  late  invention  of  a  self-moving  machine 
by  Mr  Redhesoer.  Mr  House  (G’s  father)  was  very  busy  reading  his  pa¬ 
pers  when  I  entered  the  room  and  for  sometime  afterwards  ,but  at  length 
observing  me  -  asked  me  how  I  did  -  In  answering  it  made  a  most  bungling 
piece  of  work  of  it.  It  did  not  proceed  from  bashfulness, but  from  a 
kind  of  natural  heedleonoso  -  Lodged  with  Mr  G. House  in  the  Ball-chamber 
where  there  likewise  slept  a  traveller  at  the  opposite  end  of  tho  room, 
who, as  v/e  did  not  close  our  ojros  for  some  time, very  ludicrously  enter¬ 
tained  us  with  a  queer  kind  of  address  spoken  in  broken  words  in  a  dream 
from  which  it  was  inferred  by  us  that  he  had  been  handled 
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by  the  Sheriff.  Tho  day  v;ao  fair  and  warm  -  trees  began  to  turn  a  lit¬ 
tle  green  -  tho  willow  in  full  leaf  or  so  as  to  appear  quite  green. 


•• 


Friday,  !.!ay  15th,,  /bout  6  in  tho  morning  -  when  arrived  from  Ur  II* o  - 

Father, who  was  ^uito  unwell ,  said , I  was  a  man  of  buoi 
ness  -  I  was  sensible  to  the  keenness  of  the  ironical  gibe  and  endeavor¬ 
ed  to  make  up  what  I  had  lost  in  time  -  in  active  exertion, during  the  ro 
mainder  of  the  day.  Our  corn  woo  planted  this  day.  Forrowed  out  the 
ground  -  made  crooked  work  in  many  places  -  felt  dull  and  3leepy  -  had 
worked  hard  tho  preceding  day.  Hr  Montague  and  some  of  his  people  as  - 
sisted  us  about  planting. 

On  Stanford  mountain  a  considerable  piece  of  ground  was  seen  white 
white  with  snow.  A  cold  E.  storm  commenced  in  tho  morning  -  but  was  voy 
very  moderate  all  day  -  Wind  and  rain  came  on  in  the  night.  Father  was 
so  unwell  that  he  only  dropp’d  a  few  rows  of 
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corn  and  went  into  the  house  and  did  no  more. 

Saturday,  Hay  lGth  Did  a  little  in  the  line  of  ingrafting  -  Father  con¬ 
tinued  sick.  Tho  E.  storm  hold  on  cold  and  gloomy. 

One  of  thoso  mares  which  I  brought  hone  from  /rlington, June  29th., 1811 
known  by  the  name  of  Old  Jen  foalod  r  mare  colt  on  the  15th  inst. 

Sunday,  May  17th  Wont  to  the  school-house  in  the  S.part  of  the  town 

to  hear  a  TJnive  realist  preacher, named  Thomas. 

Before  he  began  his  ormon  he  said  a  few  words  by  way  of  introduction  - 
mentioning  that  twelve  years  3ince  he  had  prea.ched  in  this  town  in  the 
sarao  vmy  that  he  now  did, that  for  several  years  he  had  erred  and  gone 
out  of  the  way  -  made  an  ofld  comparison  alluding  to  the  way  in  which  the 
Lord  had  brought  him  out  of  darkness  -  3aying  ho  had  put  his  bones  in  a 
mortar  and  poundod  out  hie  corruption  -  Asked  pardon  of  hio  bretheron 
for  his  past  conduct  -  Spoke  highly  in  the  praise  of  singing  -  desired 
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to  have  the  young  people, those  who  were  singers, bring  thoir  psalm  books 
with  them  if  he  were  ever  to  preach  at  that  place  again.  He  read  the  16 
th  Psalm  and  deaconed  it.  Preceding  hia  prayer  a  few  observations  wore 
made  on  the  nature  of  prayer  -  which  I  can  but  tnry  imperfectly  sketch  - 
Said  some  supposed  it  changed  the  will  of  the  Almighty  -  he  did  not  think 
so  -  the  Almighty  v/as  unchangeable  -  he  tho't  tho  uso  of  prayer  ?/as,to 
work  a  change  in  the  creature.  His  text  is  recorded  in  3t  John's  Gospel 
Chapter  3,7th  verse  -  His  propositions  were, if  I  rightly  recollect, first, 
to  show  what  was  the  stato  of  man  in  Paradise, and  after  hio  fall  -  second 
to  show  the  necessity  of  hio  being  born  agedn, third  that  he  had  been  born 
again  -  how  and  when.  In  naming  his  toxt  he  first  said  -  Marvel  not  that 
I  said  unto  you  -  to  inherit  the  Kingdom  of  Heacen,ye  may  be  bora  again  - 
Stop  -  Not  so  -  Marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  you, ye  must  bo  born  again 
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came  with  power  -  was  a  positive  command.  I  will  not  attempt  more  than  t> 
to  notico  some  singular  comparisons  made  use  of  by  him.  He  caid,Micode- 
mus,to  whom  tho  Lord  spake  tho  words  of  his  text, was  a  Jewish  Senator 
and  eltho*  fully  convinced  that  Christ  was  what  he  said  ho  was, yet  through 
fear  of  losing  his  popularity  -  he  dared  not  publicly  avow  it  ;  and  just 
so  it  V7as  with  many  public  characters  at  this  time, who, having  town  offie 
ces  or  being  members  of  tho  Church  and  at  the  came  holding  the  some  opin 
ion/  that  he  did, of  the  Christian  Religion  -  wore  afraid  to  make  an  open 
profession  of  it  becuaoe  they  would  thereby  endanger  or  perhaps  destroy 
their  popularity  -  To  figure  to  our  minds  the  power  of  God  in  executing 
his  Decrees  -  Ho  said  -  President  Madison  had  lately  sent  an  order  to 
Governor  Galusha  to  draft  out  of  tho  Militia  of  Vermont  thousand 

195 

men  who  were  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moments  warn¬ 
ing  -  The  Gov’r  must  obey  the  order  -  he  could  no  way  avoid  it.  loll, if 
among  men  tho  president  of  tho  U.S.  had  such  pov;or  -  how  much  more  was 
possessed  by  Jehovah.  So  power  could  withstand  his  Decrees.  In  many 
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instances  he  by  his  oid  and  droll  expressions  provoked  laughter  to  such 
a  degree  that  very  few  could  resist  its  pressure, but , after  all, it  seems 
the  old  gentleman  did  not  intend  his  discourse  should  produce  that  effect 
for, when  he  saw  it, he  immediately  undertook  to  check  it , by  waying  he  s 
supposed  his  way  of  talking  was  new  and  strange  to  us  -  that  his  manner 
of  communicating  hie  ideas  appeared  to  us  uncouth  and  comical, perhaps, 
were  he  one  of  us, he  might  laugh  too, but  really  he  desired  no  ouch 
thing,  -  he  wished  alwato  to  treat  the  subject  in  the  most  serious  and 
solemn  manner, because  it  was  nil  important.  He 
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hoped  we  would  impute  his  oddities  to  his  being  born  ond  educated  in  a 
foreign  land.  He  wont  through  with  hie  propositions  and  drew  his  infer¬ 
ences  as  regularly  as  any  minister  -  appeared  not  to  favor  or  persecute 

one  denomination  more  than  another  and  at  the  end  of  his  Sermon  invited 

an  person  of  whatever  denomination  there  present, to  offer  his  mind, but 
no  one  felt  disposed  to  say  anything  -  so  the  old  Elder  made  a  prayer, 
pronounced  a  blessing  and  dismissed  the  meeting  for  one  hour  -  During 
this  intermission  was  at  Capt  Horton* s  writing  down  a  few  notes  concern 
ing  what  I  had  heard  in  the  A.M.  but  I  found  I  had  been  so  do2ey  as  to 
forget  almost  all  of  it.  -  Sat  by  a  table  in  the  M. parlour  while  writ¬ 
ing  -  the  ladies  came  in  and  dined  on  cake  and  cheese  -  offered  me  some 

-  refused  -  talked  with  Miss  Clarissa  about  the  sermon  -  said  she  did  no 
like  such  preaching  very  well  -  agreed  that  it  was  funny 
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She  showed  me  a  curious  specimen  of  penmanship  in  German  text  -  wrought 
by  Mooes  Scott, son  of  Dr  Scott  of  Ilooeack,  !!. Y. 

In  the  P.M.  Mr  Thomas  took  for  his  text  the  45th  and  46th  verses  of 
the  13th  Chap  of  St  Matthew; but  appeared  to  me  not  to  handle  it  so  ably 
as  he  did  that  of  the  forenoon  -  there  v/aa  too  much  sameness  in  what  he 
said  respecting  the  Merchantman  seeking  good  by  pearls,  Tho  core  of  all 
he  said  was, that  Christ’s  dying, going  to  Hell  and  being  there  three  days 
atoned  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  Human  Family  -  This  was  tho  first  Uni- 
versalist  Minister  I  had  over  heard.  Had  less  confidence  in  this  gentle¬ 
man’s  sincerity  on  account  of  his  having  turned  from  his  present  persua¬ 
sion  to  that  of  the  Baptist, and  latoly  come  back  into  the  old  track.  Hia 
maimor  of  speaking  was  tinctured  V7ith  a  brogue, but  easily  understood  be¬ 
cause  he  did  not  uoo  precipatency  in  pronunciation  -  was  addicted  to  a 
Baptist  tone  when  warmly  engaged, 
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Many  vulgar  figures  were  used  by  him  in  the  course  of  his  preaching, which 
ornamented  it  as  little  as  they  would  this  Volume  -  but  could  Ini  it  e  rally 
put  them  on  paper  -  I  would  spare  no  pains  in  inserting  not  a  few  of  his 
curious  observations  not  accompanied  by  his  figurative  Phraseology. 

when  the  meeting  was  dissolved  -  which  was  very  generally  attended 
from  this  neighborhood  and  by  a  few  others  from  different  parts  of  tho 
town  -  ouch  as  gen  Ebenezer  Walbridge,son  and  one  or  two  women, and  Mr 
Isaac  Webster,  fir  Drake  end  others  from  their  neighborhood  -  Was  invited 
by  Mr  human  Horton  into  his  house  -  staid  sometime  conversing  with  him 
till  preparations  began  to  be  made  to  get  Euppor  -  was  coming  away  -  but 
being  handsomely  invited, could  not  refuse  taking  supper  with  him.  Just 
as  I  was  departing  -  had  a  pleasant  dialogue  v/ith  him  on  History  -  he 
followed  me  out  of  the  door 
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took  me  into  his  shop  where  we  amused  ourselves  with  a  song-book  and  con¬ 
versing  together  a  considerable  length  of  time.  On  the  road  home  met  witi 
with  a  traveller  on  horseback  who  enquired  where  he  could  find  a  tavern 
at  which  hay  could  be  had  -  answered  in  the  negative  -  said  his  beast  had 
been  without  hoy  more  than  e  week  and  was  almost  famished.  Belonged  in 
Connecticut  -  had  journeyed  thence  into  tho  St  of  N.York  as  far  as  Gay 
Lake  -  thence  to  Ballston  -  thence  to  Middlebury  in  Vermont  from  which 
place  he  came  direct  -  never  was  in  this  part  of  the  country  before  - 


Said  cattle  and  cheep  had  died  off  dreadfully  to  the  Northward  -  Did  not 
think  the  winter  had  been  so  hard  on  the  W«  side  -  Hudson  River.  Grain 
appeared  bettor  that  way  than  in  Vermont  where  ho  had  been  seen  many  pie¬ 
ces  which  were  dead. 


'  eather  gloomy  -  Chilly.  E,  Winds  -  Cloudy. 
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Monday,  May  18th  Was  a  little  extraordinary  on  account  of  a  cold  E. 

storm  which  visited  our  country.  It  brought  v/ith  it 
hail  and  snow  too  •  the  pastures  on  the  aide  of  the  Green  Mountain  were 
almost  entirely  white  about  ten  o’clock  A.M. 

Late  in  the  P.H.  visited  Mr  Hellen  -  found  him  and  his  aons  engaged 
in  manuring  their  corn-field  in  the  hill  -  had  not  planted;  Mr  M,  asked  me 
if  my  people  had  planted  thoir  com  -  told  him  they  had  -  Said  he  had 
rather  his  corn  should  be  out  than  in  the  ground  at  that  time  -  I  replied 
it  was  customary  with  my  father  to  plant, when  the  season  for  planting  ar¬ 
rived  -  if  the  westher  were  not  quite  so  favorable, and  he  generally  had  as 
good  erdpo  as  his  neighbors  -  told  him  I  guessed  wo  would  got  as  good  com 
as  he  would  -  went  from  tho  bam  with  them  to  their  ground  which  laid  in 
the  3.T\  corner  of  the  meadow  -  fou*nd  it  very  mellow  -  thought  it  must 
make  good  hoeing.  My  errand  was,  to  see  if  Mr 
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M.  had  among  his  files  Z/J.  Nos  of  the  G.M. Farmer  that  I  hi  d  lost  and  to 
beg  them  from  him  if  he  did  not  wish  to  keep  them.  He  went  into  the 
house, looked  them  out, and  gave  them  to  me*  Well, all  I  needed  to  do  was 
to  thank  him  for  them  and  go  about  my  business, and  then  I  should  have 
appeared  well  enough, but  I  had  a  couple  of  papers  with  me, which  I  intend 
ed  to  leave  as  a  compensation  for  those  I  had  obtained  of  him, because  I 
hated  to  bear  the  name  of  a  beggar  even  of  so  trifling  tin  article  as  a 
newspaper  -  I  haul’d  these  papers  out  of  my  bosom  and  left  them  -  They 
told  me  I  need  not  do  not, I  was  welcome  -  I  now  bogan  to  see  myself  - 
ho¥/  little  I  appeared  -  and  to  soften  it  down  said  I  did  not  do  it  for 
the  sake  of  punctillio,  but  having  them  with  me  -  would  let  them  have 
them  on  account  of  their  being  something  nev/, perhaps, which  they  had  not 
read  before, in  other  papers.  The  Hoc  which  I  got  were  dated  Feb  24th 
and  April  27th  and  thos  I  left  were  Lena  J.Gar.  Feb  11th  end  202 

a  new  Bradford  paper  of  May  1st  -  both  gifts.  I  have  caid  enough  of 
thic  narrow  subject  -  I  hope  to  guard  myself  in  future  against  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  such  conduct. 

My  father  was  ill  and  could  do  no  work  and  all  the  younger  part  of 
the  family  happened  to  be  absent  at  the  time  I  was;  ho  grew  so  uneasy 
about  my  not  returning  sooner  to  see  to  affairs  among  the  cows  end  calve 
that  the  tin  horn  was  sounded  -  supposing  me  no  further  off  than  Mr  Par¬ 
sons  It  is  true  I  had  arrived  so  near  home  as  to  hear  it, but  not  in 
that  direction.  When  I  appeared  before  ray  judge  I  was  suffered  to  pass 
with  a  slight  blessing  -  perhaps  not  the  half  of  what  I  deserved. 


Tuesday, May  19th  Father  had, in  r  considerable  degree, recovered  his 

health.  AnE.  storm  which  first  commenced  on  the 
16th  inst.  3eemed  to  be  no  longer  in  operation  «  weather  more  mild  - 
Leaves  scarcelv  shewed  themselves. 
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Wednesday,  May  20th  Still  cloudy  -  snow  banks  (collected  during  the 

winter)  were  plainly  seen  from  thic  place  on  the  G. 
Mountain.  Mr  Montague  said  he  caw  one  of  them, on  the  22nd  inst  c.c  he 
was  working  on  Mr  Elijah  Robinson’s  Briar-hill  farm. 

Walked  with  my  friends  N.R. Locke  and  Henry  Mellen  to  Mr  Elisha  ’Pa¬ 
ters*  where  were  the  Misses  L. Harwood,  M.  Harwood  and  T. Montague  who  had 
paid  on  P.M.  visit  to  Mrs  Waters.  Mr  Hiram  Hull  end  !Ir  Joseph  Robinson 
Jun’r  spent  the  evening  there.  Dancing  to  my  flute  was  tho  chief  amuse- 


raont  -  Gallanted  Miss  M.  Harwood  home  -  Mr  Mellen  Mica  Montague, end  JUt 
Locke  miss  L.  Harwood.  Not  over-pleaood  v/ith  this  meeting.  Medo  no 
great  account  of  it  any  way. 

Thursday,  May  21st  Mr  Marsh  had  business  here  in  the  morning  -  Head 

tho  14th  Chap’r  of  St  John  and  prayed  with  us. 

Rainy  -  V'aa  seen  to  lighten  in  tho  evening. 
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Friday,  May  22nd  Because  it  was  cold  and  rainy  -  had  a  chance  to 

write  a  few  of  these  dry  pages. 


Saturday,  May  23rd  Our  flock  v/as  washed  at  Gen  Saf fords  bridge  -  The 

water  hi$i,and  for  the  season  extremely  cold  -  sup 
posed  to  be  occasioned  by  tho  melting  of  snow  on  tho  mountains.  Many 
people  were  surprised  at  our  chocsing  so  cold  and  unpleasant  a  day  for 
washing  sheep  -  but  I  believe  it  produced  no  more  of  an  unpleasant  sen* 
sation, after  y/q  had  been  in  the  water  15  minutes, than  it  would  do  in  a 
warm  day.  A  sharp  chilly  breeze  was  steadily  pressed  from  the  N.W. and 
the  clouds  obscured  the  sun  a  great  part  of  the  day.  Mr  Judd,friond  Ir 
Ira  and  myself  wore  washermen.  What  is  very  rare  with  me  -  took  a 
draught  of  cider-Brandy  before  I  entered  the  water  -  -hen  coming  home  - 
visited  the  Focket  Furnace  -  Never  had  been  there  before  -  were  doing 
business  in  a  manner  suited  to  tho  establishment  -  had  not  time  to  stay 
and  see  them  cast.  Saw  two  of 
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of  the  principal  Managers  of  the  Foundry. 


Sunday,  May  24th  With  a  gentleman  and  two  ladies  -  ascended  that  part 

of  Mount  'nthony  called  Bald  Hill  by  an  easy  route. 

We  saw  a  bank  of  snow  on  the  G. Mountain  in  the  S.W.pt  rt  of  Woodford.  In 
coming  off  the  hill  a  route, contrary  to  my  inclination,Yfao  taken  straight 
down  tho  E.side  where  it  is  as  steep  as  the  rood  of  a  building  -  thick 
v/ith  underbrush  nowise  pleasant  to  those  who  are  obliged  to  walk  thro* 
it.  Being  landed  once  more  on  level  ground  and  as  well  as  tho  ladies 
much  fatigued  was  glad  to  find  a  place  where  I  could  rest  my  wearied 
limbs.  I  felt  the  effect  of  going  into  the  water  the  preceding  day 
which  Y/as  so  cold  as  to  bring  on  a  severe  frost  at  night, by  which  vog- 
etatiion  was  but  little  affected  as  leaves  and  no  blossoms  other  than 
red  plum  end  shad  were  grown  hardly  enough  to  alter  tho  appearance  of 
the  trees  -  flax  was  up, but  not  injured.  The  air  was  chilly  all 
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this  day, but  more  mild  in  tho  evening  which  v/ao  rendered  delightful  by 
a  fair  moon.  Waited  upon  Miss  T. Montague  from  Mr  parsons  to  her  fath- 
ers. 

Monday,  May  25th  As  i  entered  the  house  of  capt  Norton, on  an  errand, 

his  dog  and  mino  (brothers)  engaged  in  a  quarrel, 
which  was  however  quickly  hushed;  But  v/hat  I  mention  it  for, is, on  ac«e» 
count  of  a  line  or  two, applicable  to  the  present  case  -  quoted  by  capt. 
Norton  from  Hr  Gay.  Mr  G.  is  an  excellent  author  -  therefore  I  will 
copy  th©  whole  piece  : 

TABLE  29-  page  105. 

THE  MASTIFF#. 

Those  who  in  quarrels  interpoeeMust  often  wipe  a  bloody 

nose^  A  Mastiff  of  true  English  blood 

Lov’d  fighting  better  than  his  food 

When  dogs  wore  snarling  for  a  bone 

He  long’d  to  me&e  the  war  his  ovm 

And  often  found  (when  two  contend) 

To  interpose  obtained  his  end. 

He  gloried  in  his  limping  pace’s 
The  3cars  of  honor  ooam’od  his  face 
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In  ev’ry  limb  a  gash  appear a, 

And  frequent  fight o  retrench’d  his  ©are 
As,  on  a  time, he  hear  from  far 
Two  dogs  engaged  in  noisy  war, 

Away  ho  scours  and  lavs  about  him, 

Resolved  no  fray  should  be  without  him. 

For  from  hie  yard  a  tanner  flies 
And  to  the  bold  intruder  cries, 

A  cudgel  shall  correct  your  manners, 

‘  honce  sprung  this  cursed  hate  to  tanners? 

.  While  on  my  dog  you  vent  your  spite, 
sirrah,  tis  me,  you  dare  not  bite. 

To  see  the  battle  thus  perplexed 
With  equal  rage  as  butchers  vex’d 
Hoarse  screaming  from  the  circl’d  crowd 
To  the  cursed  Mastiff  cries  aloud 
Both  Hockley-hole  and  Mory-bono 
The  combats  of  my  dog  have  knov/n 
He  Ho’er  like  bullies  coward- hearted 
Attacks  in  public,  to  be  ported, 

Think  not,  rash  fool,  to  share  his  fame. 

Be  his  the  honor  or  the  shame. 

Thus  said, they  vr-’oro  and  rav’d  like  thunder 
When  dragged  thoir  fasten’d  dogs  asunder 
While  clubs  and  kicks  from  ev’y  side 
Rebounded  from  the  Mastiff’s  hide. 

All  recking  now  with  sweat  and  blood  200 

Awhile  the  parted  warriors  stood, 

Then  pired  upon  the  meddling  foe; 

Who, worried, howl’d  and  sprawl *d  below; 

He  rose;  and  limping  from  the  fray. 

By  both  sides  mangled,  sneaked  away. 

The  prospect  in  the  morning  was  more  flattering  than  it  had  been  for  a 
long  time  respecting  the  weather, but  it  v/as  not  of  long  duration  -  a 
chilly  K.W. breeze  sprang  up  and  continued  thro*  the  day. 

Tuesday,  Hay  2^th  Planted  com  for  Mr  Montague  in  a  field  belonging 

to  Mr  Elijah  Robinson  situate  T/.  side  of  the  Shirk- 
shire  road  on  Brier-hill  a  few  rods  N.  of  the  farm  house.  Beside  the 
good  man  and  such  of  his  family  as  were  fit  for  the  service  the  company 
was  composed  of  my  father,  Mr  Judd  and  capt  Ira  Harwood  -  I  said  I  plant 
ed  corn  -  I  may  more  correctly  say  I  furrowed  about  half  his  piece, be¬ 
fore  I  commenced  that  business  and  was  told  by  him  that  I  suit’d  him  bet 
ter  than  he  had  suited  himself  at  furrowing.  Travelling  on  foot  so  far 
as  well  is  the  labor  in  the  field  greatly  fatigued  the  whole  company. 
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Warm.  Ped-plum  blossoms  out  in  full.  A  more  backward  spring  was  never 
known  by  the  oldest  inhabitants  in  the  country.  Miss  Lydia  Harwood  and 
some  of  the  other  Misses  in  our  neighborhood  gave  an  P.M.  visit  to  Miss 
Lydia  House.  Hone  of  those  ladies  had  the  pleasure  of  being  gallanted 
by  mo  to  their  homes. 

Wednesday,  May  27th  Our  sheep-shearing  was  dispatched  -  I  was  nut  an  ill 

performer  on  the  stage  -  took  off  between  six  and 
seven  fleeces,  pounds  of  wool  were  token  from  48  head  of  sheep  mixed 
with  Merino.  The  amount  of  flax  produced  on  the  farm  in  1811  is  234  lbs 
of  which  one  half  went  to  Mr  Montague, who  pulled  beat  off  the  seed, rot¬ 
ted  and  dressed  it.  Of  thw  wool, flax, grain  cider  apples  &c  produced  on 
the  farm, stock  end  horses, according  to  an  agreement  made  on  tho  18th  inst 


between  father  and  friend  Ira,  one  fourth  pax't  to  the  propery  of  the 
latter.  Hero  I  will  mention  something  characteristic  of  myself,  After 
shearing, the 
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flock  was  permitted  to  go  into  the  pasture  to  graze  awhile  and  if  it 
appeared  likely  to  rain  to  bring  them  up  and  lodge  them  in  the  barn, 
/bout  sunset, there  being  signs  of  rain, grandfather, who  had  rolled  and 
weighed  every  fleece  and  assisted  some  about  shearing, tired  and  full 
of  vexation  came  to  me  while  I  was  enjoying  tho  pleasures  flowing  from 
the  sound  of  the  flute  and  in  &  hard  tone  asked  me  why  I  was  whiastlijg 
there  -  told  me  to  go  immediately  and  bring  up  the  sheep  -  for  it 
would  soon  be  so  dark  that  I  would  not  find  them.  I  obeyed  orders  - 
took  the  flute  with  me  -  was  sometime  collecting  them  -  got  them  into 
the  lane  -  played  end  marched  slowly  -  the  shesp  ran  along  and  arrived 
on  the  ground  before  I  had  proceeded  half  way  -  were  frightened, or  on 
some  other  account, and  laid  their  course  for  the  pasture  again  -  the 
first  notice  I  had  of  it, was, in  seeing  friend  Locke  bound  over  the 
fence  on  my  right  in  order  to  head  them.  Said  he  your  father  will 
whip  you  for  not  being  more 
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expeditious  -  Played  Yankee  j.oodlo  and  deliberately  marched  on, find  as¬ 
sisted  in  securing  the  flock  -  which  being  done  -  father  turned  round 
to  me  and  said  -  If  you  had  been  a  boy  -  you  would  have  had  a  fine 
shaking  -  for  your  nonsense  I  have  taken  cold, while  waiting  for  you  to 
come  along.  I  would  try  to  be  a  man  or  a  boy  -  I  would  be  one  or  the 
other.  I  said  nothing  in  anger ;but  I  think  silence  in  this  case  would 
have  been  more  becoming  in  me.  This  anecdote  reflects  disgrace  on  its 
author  -  Amen  -  says  the  retdrer  or  hearer. 

Thursday,  May  23th  A  most  pleasing  and  propitious  warm  rain  came  on 

in  the  p.M.  Mr  Jonas  Harwood  went  to  Albany  on  the 
26th  and  arrived  here  about  midday,  bald  he  had  seen  Judge  Hopkins, who 
was  in  health  and  left  hio  family  as  much  so  as  usual.  Enquired  about 
his  children  -  was  told  that  they  wore  well.  Visited  the  halls  of  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature, then  in  session.  Ehen  I  was  there, not  be¬ 
ing  acquainted  with  the  apartments  of  the 
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State  House  and  leaving  no  guide  -  supposed  when  I  visited  the  Court 
Chamber  that  I  had  seen  the  Senate  Chamber  -  this  was  my  mistake  - 
See  p.  S3. 

Friday,  May  29th  Preparation*  progressed  for  building  a  string  of 

half  wall  -  timber  for  posts  was  procured  and  stone 
dug  in  the  field;/  on  the  border  of  which  the  wall  was  to  be  erected.  Mr 
Erasing  Montague, who  was  in  our  service, that  P.M. ,wac  dispatched  -  sun 
an  hour  high  -  on  a  mission  to  South  Hadley  to  procure  broom  corn  seod 
for  his  father  to  plant  -  Carried  home  a  pair  of  sheep  shears  I  had  bor 
rowed  of  Mr  Elijah  lay  which  I  promised  to  return  tho  next  day, but  in 
defiance  of  my  word, did  not, till  tide  day  -  Tho  old  gent  upbraided  me 
for  it  ad  undertook, being  cidered,to  be  sharp  with  me  about  it  -  I 
owhed  njr  fault  and  freely  confessed  and  apologized  as  well  as  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  case  would  permit  me  to  -  till  finally  he  changed  his  mien 
played  many  silly  pranka  -  said  many  flat  foolish  things  -  abd  treated 
with  a  draught  of  cider.  Had  some  conversation  with  his  daughter 
Jerusha  in  the  meaning, who  said  she  was 
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twenty  two  years  old  in  October  1311.  In  the  evening  -  was  at  Mr  Par¬ 
sons  -  Played  on  tho  flute  for  Mr  Locke, Mias  Campbell  and  Miss  Harwood 
to  dance  in  the  shop  chamber.  Mies  H.  invited  Mias  P.to  go  home  with 
her  -  I  was  Miss  C'a  gallant  -  Fine  weather  indeed  -  Ho  storm  had  be¬ 
fore  cleared  off  mild  since  the  breaking,  up  of  winter. 


Saturday,  May  30th  Father  drove  off  50  of  his  sheep  including  lambs  far 

for  'lining ton.  Friend  Ira  and  I  went  with  curt 
and  oxen  and  worked  for  Mr  Montague  -  in  a  field  on  the  V; .  side  of  the 
road  -  a  few  rods  N.  of  Gov’r  Robinson’s  Bridge  -  the  old  furnace 
brook  running  along  its  northern  border.  It  fell  to  my  lot  to  do  the 
furrowing  which  employed  me  the  whole  day  and  at  night  not  a  little 
f atiguednelthor .  My  friend  and  Mr  Bloke  assisted  in  the  P.M.  by  Dan¬ 
iel  IS*  from  heaps  -  manured  the  ground  in  the  f Arrow  -  where  Hr  H. 
was  intending  to  plant  broom-corn.  The  Aurora  of  May  26th  was  received 
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Sunday,  Hay  31st  The  weather  was  very  agreeable , notwithstanding  which 

I  felt  no  disposition  wither  to  visit  the  House 
of  the  Lord  or  the  house  of  mourning  occasioned  by  the  death  of  tho 
venerable  patriot, useful  and  industrious  citizen, Thomas  Jewett  on  the 
28th  insi  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age.  Attended  both  to  reading  a  nd 
writing  as  usual  -  Visited  Hr  E . Tutors  who  cut  my  hair  -  Miss  Melissa 
Street  and  Miss  Polly  V/atkino  were  there  -  V/uo  not  in  the  same  apart¬ 
ment  with  them  -  Halted  at  Mr  Montague’s  where  I  expected  to  moot 
with  company  from  the  S.  but  none  came  -  Some  conversation  passed  be¬ 
tween  me  abd  the  letdy  folks  -  Bade  them  [rood  evening, and  came  home. 

An  observation  is  recorded  p.  155  respecting  the  appearance  of 
winter  who at  at  that  period, which  wa3  found  afterwards  to  bo  errone¬ 
ous.  On  those  spots  the  wheat  was  generally  killed  -  Very  little 
abatement  in  the  severity  the  weather  happened  till  past  the  20th. 

Snow  was  soon  on  the  22nd  and  24th  on  tho  G. Mountain  -  Grain  sown 
this  season 
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were  extreme ;y  backward  -  trees  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables  unusually 
so  -  except  grass  which  has  often  been  known  to  be  as  late  it  was 
this  year.  Everyone  before  the  worn  weather  commenced  expressed  his 
wonder  and  surprise  at  the  backwardness  of  the  season  -  the  oldest 
among  ua  could  not  recollect  such  a  time.  The  trees  in  the  forest  d£ 
did  not  begin  to  moke  a  general  show  of  green  till  between  the  25th 
and  27th. 

Mond  ay,  June  1st  Labored  for  Hr  Montague,  while  at  Mr  M’s  in  tho 

evening  his  uon  Ernst us  arrived  from  3th  Hadley 
with  broom  corn  seed.  Said  in  Adorno  that  day  ho  3 aw  a  considerable 
body  of  snow  lying  fair  to  the  sun.  Father  arrived  from  Wilmington 
(see  P.  217 ) 

Tuesday,  June  2nd.,  In  the  i  .  -.joined  the  infantry  company  of  capt 

Samel  Blackmer  which  was  warned  to  meet  at  one 
o’clock  in  lieu  of  which  it  was  between  2  and  3  before  it  was  paraded 
After  roll-call  the  capt.  drew  from  his  pocket  the  Orders  of  the  Col 
to  draft  from 
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hio  company  his  quota  of  100,000  men  to  be  raisod  throughout  the  U.5. 
to  be  ready  to  march  at  a  moments  vanning  -  and  read  them, after  which 
(the  requisition  being  ;  I  sergeant,!  corporal,  I  filer  and  12  pri¬ 
vates)  ho  asked  if  either  of  the  sergeants  would  volunteer;  when  they 
ail  boldly  marched  out  ana  presented  themselves  as  volunteers  -  Tho 
capt  bestowed  a  few  praises  upon  them, ordered  them  to  their  places 
and  put  the  same  question  to  the  corporals , of  one  only  volunteered  - 
corporal  Jonas  Be. fiord  -  who  afterwards  refused  to  stand  -  oho sing  to 
run  his  chance  with  his  fellows.  The  same  uestion  was  then  put  to  th 
the  privates  v/ho  v/ore  allowed  a  few  momenta  to  converse  on  tho  subject 
among  themselves.  Now, it  was, that  those  who  wished, could  learn  the 
sentiments  of  the  company  respecting  this  business  -  I  was  not  of  that 
class  -  for  standing  near  the  right  (wing  or)  flank  of  the  company 
where  few  or  none  of  them  discussed  the  subject  I  had  no  opportunity 


«  % 


for  it  -  consulted  with  my  friend  Locke  and  agreed 
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with  him  jointly  to  volunteer.  The  Capt  (as  a  signal  for  those  that 
would  volunteer)  ordorod,  ac  v/o  stood  at  an  order,  that  at  the  com¬ 
mand,  ohoulder  arms, they  should  shoulder  their  pieces.  The  cap  called 
the  attention  of  hie  soldiers  and  said  -  Shoulder  Arms  -  But  two  pie¬ 
ces  wore  raised  from  the  ground  -  Mr  Harwood* a  and  Mr  H.R. Locke *s  - 
Capt  B.  came  to  us  and  expressed  much  esteem  for  the  patriotic  spirit 
which  wo  had  manifested  -  asked  us  if  v/o  meant  to  stand  as  we  were  or 
run  our  chance  with  the  rest  to  be  drafted,  (perhaps  I  do  not  copy  his 
phraseology  -  We  told  him  it  was  our  choice  to  stand.  Hrving  nettled 
his  business  thus  far, the  capt.  putting  his  conp’y  under  the  command 
of  the  lieutenant, with  several  officers  withdrew  to  set  down  the 
names  for  drafting.  During  his  absence  the  Lieut  performed  several 
evolutions  with  his  little  troop  -  marching  and  wheeling  by  platoon  - 
wheeling  by  company  which  was  very  bu.nglingly  executed  end 
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for  wont  of  mu3ic,very  drily  relished  -  he  likewise  went  through  the 
manual  exercise  once  or  twice  -  Once  in  particular  to  the  no  small 
amusement  of  friend  Locke  and  myself;  while  he  was  honestly  engaged  in 
performing  faithfully  the  duty  of  an  officer  -  wo  could  not  help 
onickoring,when  he  counted  time  for  us  to  hear  him  say  -  1  -  tew  -  It 
occurred  at  every  motion  -  one  -  tow  ~  ,re  v/o  re  foolish, and  he  for  not 
correcting  his  pronunciation, was  bordering  on  something  I  should  ceil 
ridiculous.  In  the  space  of  half  an  hour  the  capt  returned  and  procod 
ed  to  draw  for  the  men  until  he  drew  out  the  number  re  iuired; those 
names  neither  are  recollected  or  generally  of  my  acquaintance.  Hr 
Isaac  Godfrey  was  one  and  Mr  Stephen  Dewey  a  most  violent  opposor  of 
the  measure  of  the  admin ist rat ion ,wrto  another.  Many  of  the  democrats 
heartily  rejoiced  to  seo  his  neck  placed  under  the  yoke.  This  busi¬ 
ness  boing  over  -  the  eomp’y  was  treated  with  an  inferior  kind  of  rum, 
drilled  a  little, and  dismissed 
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between  5  and  6  o’clock.  I  went  on  to  Court  House  hill  -  Enquired  for 
but  found  no  letters  in  the  Post  Office  -  sat  down  in  order  to  take 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  day  -  so  many  came  in  that  I  had  to 
break  off  -  went  to  Mr  Haswell * 3  -  procured  our  paper  end  presented 
him  oid  his  son  with  a  menu script  which  I  picked  up  in  the  office  of 
the  News  Letter, concerning  the  people  -  Gov  Robinson,  ?lajor  Hawkes 
and  the  Fditor’s  justice-ship, register-ship  &c.  for  the  sake  of  find¬ 
ing  out  the  author  by  his  hand-writing  -  Mr  Ffm  H  was  uncertain, but 
tho*t  it  must  be  Hr  J one .Hunt’s  -  neither  of  them  would  venture  to 
assert  from  that  evidence  who  it  was  -  Left  the  paper  with  them  - 
Young  Mr  Haswell  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  me  stand  as  e  volunteer, cir¬ 
cumstanced  as  the  case  was  -  Not  but  that  it  was  honorable  and  praise 
worthy  -  but  he  said  the  federalists  meant  to  have  rid  themselves  en¬ 
tirely  of  tho  burden  by  the  democrats  volunteering.  Me  placed 
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himself  in  a  situation  where  he  could  collect  their  sentiments  very 
handily  and  considered  that  to  have  been  a  prevalent  scheme  among  that 
party  -  had  it  not  been  so, he  should  have  turned  out  for  one.  Had  I 
been  acquainted  with  this  design  soon  enough,!  should  not  have  volun¬ 
teered;  as  tho  matter  now  stood  I  cared  very  little  more  about  it  than 
that  I  was  gulled  into  it. 

Capt  Sam’l  Robinson’s  Company  of  Artillery  did  itself  honor  -  It 
paraded  at  9  A.M.  and  was  not  dismissed  till  after  sun  set.  Five  men 
were  to  be  furnished  from  that  company  -  which  was  supplied  by  volun¬ 
teers.  Capt  Stephen  Robinson’s  Infantry  Conp’y  was  likowise  embodied 
at  that  hour  in  tho  morning  and  conducted  in  a  highly  z^ecpcctable  man¬ 
ner,  through  the  day.  Capt  R.  said  he  knew  his  company  v/ould  volunteer 
to  a.  men, which  would  oblige  him  to  draft  the  requisite  number  -  there 


fore  ho  thought  ho  might  tic  v/oll  do  it  in  the  fir  at  instance  -  did  ao 
accordingly. 
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Capt  Plixmy  Dewey’s  Cavalry  Company  were  trained  and  performed  in  the 
usual  stylo.  -  Spent  the  evening  at  Mr  Parsons  in  the  company  of  Hr  H, 
R. Locke  End  the  Hisses  Harwood,  Campbell  and  Montague, of  whom  the  two 
latter  took  pleasure  in  dancing  to  ay  piping  -  Past  ten  -  waited  upon 
Mias  Montague  home  with  whom  while  on  the  walk  **  had  an  innocent  and 
lively  conversation  -  Very  warm  -  lightened  in  the  evening  -  Began  to 
grow  cold  about  10  at  night  -  Apple  trees  in  full  blossom  -  In  the  prop 
er  place  I  ought  to  have  observed  that  Ensign  Thayer  was  not  present  ~ 
end  also  to  have  mentioned  that  according  to  law  we  were  mustered. 


Thursday, June  4th  Remarkably  cold  -  flying  clouds  -  wind  blew  high 

from  I!.1",  Hr  Montague  worked  at  walling  with  his 
looso  coat  on  over  hia  usual  apparel  all  the  A.M.  Father  in  tho  P.M. 
v/ore  bio  into  the  field.  This  piece  of  work  was  commenced  on  the  3rd 
inst,  at  the  !W  comer  of  that  part  of  the  Dr  Fay  farm  usually  termed 
-  the  five 
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acre  piece,  so  called  on  account  of  Dr  Fay’s  having  purchased  it  of  my 
grr  nd father  many  years  ago  -  this  wall  is  on  the  3.  lino  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  Dr  Fay  farm  and  terminates  at  the  SVr,  corner  of  said  farm.  The  3rd 
of  Juno  was  an  unpleasant  squally  day  -  business  did  not  go  on  very 
rapidly  -  4th  inst  -  Ira  having  recovered  his  health  and  Mr  Judd  being 
one  of  the  hands  -  it  went  well. 


Friday,  June  5th  Ho  frost  in  the  preceding  night  as  was  apprehended. 

Head  a  speech  of  Mr  Randolph  against  the  3 Embargo, in 
the  debate  concerning  the  Petition  of  the  Merchant’s  of  ■'ibany. 


Saturday,  June  5th  A  very  fine  day.  \7hite  oaks  were  not, on  Mt  Anthony 

in  full  leaf  -  Head  Grundy  on  tho  Enitch  Bill 


Sunday,  June  7th  Attended  closely  to  writing  -  Visited  by  Mr  John 

Murphy.  In  the  evening  at  Mr  Montagues  -  in  the 
same  company  mentioned  -  Tuesday  2nd  inst  -  Mr  Pam* 1  Brovm  joined  tho 
company  -  there  happened  a  thunder  shower  this  night  -  Mr  Murphy  men¬ 
tioned  Ills  having  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  in  N.  York  which  in¬ 
formed  him  that  a  vessel  from  Ireland  with  passengers  to  this  country 
had  been  boarded  by  tho  B’sh  25  times  -  saved  themselves  by  hiding. 
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From  the  Charlestown  City  Gazette,  April  28th. ,1812 


THE  ORIGHI  Mb  PROCESS  OF  AGRICULTURE!. 

Tune  -  Dovey  Down  - 

V/hen  Adam  in  paradise  form’d  his  estate, 

The  labor  was  trifling, the  produce  wee  great j 

But  his  sons  were  compelled  all  to  handle  the  spade, 

And  to  get  a  good  living  made  Earning  their  trade. 

In  those  pastoral  days  there  was  Abram  &  Lot, 

And  scores  of  old  codgers  whose  names  I’ve  forgot, 

Thro’  a  line  of  succession  from  Adam  begun 
who  were  all  of  ’em  farmers  from  father*  to  son. 

Those  wero  brave  honest  times, for  if  story  tells  truth 
They  all  paid  their  rents  when  their  rents  became  due, 

And.  the  case  was  so  rare  it  was  scarce  known  what  it  meant. 
Of  a  landlord  compelled  to  distrain  for  his  rent. 


Thus  for  years  they  continued  to  bow  and  to  reap 
Turn’d  graziers, find  some  of  *en  kept  a  few  sheep; 

Though  as  to  their  stock  it  has  never  been  said 
Whether  Leisters,  Merinos  or  3outhdovm  they  bred. 
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But  tho*  wo  aro  certain  their  crops  they  did  sow. 

It  may  seen  rather  strange  we  have  never  heard  how; 

And  we’re  still  in  the  dark, it  must  needs  be  confos’t 
’nether  broadcast  or  drilling  they  thought  best. 

But  the  farmers  of  Israel  to  Egypt  must  bow. 

For  Osiris  they  say  first  invented  the  plowgh; 

The  tool  now-a-days  would  be  thought  rather  odd 
'.Vhich  instead  of  a  V/heel-wright  was  ma.de  by  a  god. 

The  Chinese  were  the  lads  for  tho  plough  &  the  flail, 

For  which  *en  they  scampered  up  hill  £  down  dale, 

Kay  the  Emperor  himself,  though  in  station  so  great 
Could  manage  the  plough  just  as  well  as  tho  State. 

When  the  Remand  to  govern  the  world  first  began. 

They  were  farmers, as  Varro  says,  all  to  a  man; 

And  as  far  as  he  could  do’t,to  lend  them  a  hand 
King  Romulus  gave  ’em  whole  acres  of  land. 

How  they  farm’d  ’em  you  needs  must  learn  Latin  to  know, 

Make  a  friend  of  old  Virgil  and  he’l  toll  you  how, 

A  knowing  old  buck  unless  forms  tell  us  lies 
l  ho  cow’d  by  tho  planets , and  reap’d  by  the  skies. 
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Few  things  but  he  know, for  he  got  by  degrees, 
from  tho  making  of  ploughs, to  the  breeding  of  bees; 

Yet  ’iWould  puzzle  the  gentleman  sorely  I  ween 
To  work  a  to  mar,  and  on  rocks  drill  machine. 

Next  the  farmers  of  Greece  our  attention  demand, 

A  deep,  philosophic  and  dignified  band; 

There  was  Socrates , Plato, end  two  or  three  more, 

Ac  well  skill’d  in  rustic  as  mystical  lore. 

But  these  frisky  old  farmers  are  laid  on  the  shelves, 

So  we ’ll  turn  to  the  farmers  best  known  to  ourselvea; 

Koi  shall  China  or  Rome  run  away  with  the  fame, 

While  Britian  a  Coke  or  a  Bedford  can  claim. 

Yet  while  we  exult  in  tho  fame  of  our  day 3, 

Let  us  give  to  the  Ancient s  their  portions  of  praise; 

Nor  be  It  forgot  that  with  all  we  have  done. 

We  have  but  concluded  what  they  had  begun. 


"Every  year,  on  the  15th  day  of  the  first  moon, (about  the  beginning  of 
March)  the  Emperor  of  China  performs  in  person  the  ceremony  of  opening 
the  Earth.1  II. Pure; 

jj'kn  implement  of  the  Harrow  kind, we  11  known  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 


Monday,  June  3th  Worked  on  the  highway  -  capt  Norton  surveyor  -  had 

some  conversation  with  Mr  Luman  Norton  about  war 
and  found  him  more  candid  on  the  subject  than  r^uiy  of  his  party  -  He 


wished  there  was  some  way  in  which  England  might  bo  humbled.  Ur  Loan 
Jewey  was  employed  by  the  ladies  in  v/hit  o -washing  -  Excellent 
weather  fox'  grass  -  short  eh  (mere  often  occurred. 

Tuesday,  June  9th  Again  on  the  road  «  Heard  much  said  about  Canada  in 

a  jeering  way, from  certain  persons  -  Head  Mr  Du¬ 
anes  speculations  on  the  revolutions  in  Europe  -  -  ’as  at  Mr  Persons  in 
the  evening  conversing  with  Mr  Locke,  Miss  Montague  and  Miss  Campbell. 
Tarried  with  friend  Locke  -  there  was  considerable  rain, thunder  & 
lightning  that  night. 

Wednesday, June  10th  Carried  a  coat  to  Mrs  viators  -  a  tailoross  -  which 

was  cut  on  the  20th  Dec  *  r  1811  and  partly  made  up 
soon  after  by  widow  Rhode  Stone  and  Lias  Ruth  Harwood  -  and  laid  away 
as  they  left  it  till  this  time, when  I  took  a  start  to  have  it  completed 
by  Mrs  Maters. 
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Thursday, June  11th  Extremely  rainy.  I  t  was  so  in  a  loss  degree  on  the 

10th.  A  Linds  of  the  Gospel, Mr  Buckminster  of  Ports 
mouth  who  departed  this  life  at  Mr  Joseph  Hartwell's  on  the  10th  inst . - 
was  interred  in  this  town  this  duy.  I  rote  a  few  linos  and  collected  and 
laid  away  a  parcel  of  newspapers 

Friday,  June  12th  Dr  Jones  Harwood  was  able  to  assist  us, and  did  as¬ 
sist  us  about  building  wall.  Hulked  thro*  the  mud  to 
Mr  I. "Iters*  to  try  on  a  garment  his  wife  was  making  for  me  (see  1  od  10) 
Mr  E ,  Montague  was  so  good  as  to  accompany  me.  Fresh  blossoms  were  seen 
in  Hr  Peter  Harwood's  orchard  Ho.  of  his  house. 

Saturday,  June  Ibtn  That  wall  spoken  of  -  p  221  -  to  p  222  -  was  finish¬ 
ed  by  father  s&  Mr  Montague  *  who  disputed  on  poli¬ 
tics  r  good  deal.  Ly  gay  coat  was  brought  home , completed .  Two  numbers 
of  the  Weekly  Aurora  -  June  9th  and  10th  -  were  received,  ret  weather 
about  this  time  -  clouds  flying  Iron  H.E.  Thu  mate  to  that  beast  which 
I  noticed  on  the  iCth  of  Lay, foaled  about  this  time  -  Nothing  promising 
in  the  appearance  of  the  colt. 
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Sunday, June  14th  Having  boon  informed  that  the  celebrated  Spaulding 

would  preach  in  our  Church  this  day  I  urrangod  my 
affairs  so  t.s  to  nuke  it  convenient  to  go  and  hear  him;  but, eh, how  dis¬ 
appointed  was  I  when  instead  of  a  Spaulding  I  beheld  in  the  desk  a  ruddy 
complcxioned  young  man  who  as  I  ctop'd  into  the  Church  was  praying  with 
out  making  the  least  expressive  notion  with  hie  hands  or  body  -  Ho  took 
his  text  in  Job  40th  Chap  4th  Verse.  I  attempted  to  follow  him  with  a 
pen, but  I  found  I  was  not  competent  to  the  undertaking.  I  aimed  only  at 
a  regular  sketch  in  order  to  assist  my  memory  so  as  to  recollect  the  moot 
important  parts  of  the  discourse.  But  I  almost  wholly  failed  in  that. 

I  think  he  commenced  his  sermon  by  relating  what  was  the  occasion  of  the 
words  of  his  text, and  then  went  on  to  eneumeratc  the  powers  of  God.  Next 
said  when  we  came  to  have  a  view  of  our  a  in  v/e  would  cry  out  go  Job  did. 

aid  we  all  inherited  v,  depraved  nature, the  depravity  of  man  could  bo 
traced  from  *dum  who  was  the  Representative  of  the  whole  race.  Spoaking 
of  chance  -  he  said  it  v/as  a  word  without  meaning.  He  went  on  explaining 
the  origin  and  showing  the  prevalence  of  sin  -  producing  abundant  proof 
in  Scripture  of  the  wickedness  of  nun  -  till  ho 
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came  to  hie  third  proposition  ,viz  -  we  have  innumerable  instances  trane 
grossed  the  laws  of  God  -  and  asked  if  there  be  any  who  could  say  they 
had  not  sinned,  fter  dwelling  on  the  nature  of  our  transgressions  -  he 
said  those  who  were  guilty  of  one  were  guilty  of  ell  -  Bade  us  examine 
our  hearts  to  see  whether  wo  pose eased  a  contrite  spirit  {  I  suppose  he 
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said  something  like  that}-  In  sincerity  we  must  acknowledge  our  guilt. 
Gives  the  character  of  our  Envious  and  says  -  you  must  bring  your  life 
to  this  standard  -  To  show  the  difference  between  Christ  and  the  Devil 
and  to  give  an  idea  of  the  situation  o*  a  sinner  -  he  said  -  Imagine  your 
self  by  a  savage  Indian  in  whose  hands  you  are  exposed  to  the  greatest 
barbarities  which  savage  brutality  could  inflict  -  from  this  thraldom  you 
are  delivered  by  a  dear  friend.  How  great  would  be  your  gratitude  to¬ 
wards  him.  It  was  impossible  to  depict  the  condition  of  a  c inner.  His 
lastly  was  that  we  oust  feel  and  acknowledge  oyr  guilt  or  we  can  never 
find  Mercy.  Pride  he  said  was  a  great  obstacle;  the  way  of  our  acknowl¬ 
edging  our  a imj  nc.  -  I  followed  him  no  further.  When  I  com©  out  of  the 
meet  house  I  hoard  several  persons  speak  favorably  of  the  minis-  230 
tor  whose  name  was  Allen  -  bon  of  the  late  Reverend  Allon  of  Pittsfield, 
lie. so  achueott  a . 

balked  with  friend  Luther  smith  down  into  Algiers  -  viewed  the  foun 
d at ion  walls  of  the  woolen-factory  and  then  went  into  the  Algerine  Mosque 
took  a  seat  and  began  scribbling  on  a  slip  of  paper  which  fell  in  my  way 
where  some  scholar  had  commenced  writing  a  letter , which  in  a  clumsy  stylo 
I  continued  a  few  linos.  How  I  would  not  trouble  myself  to  notice  this 
unimportant  occurrence  were  it  not  for  a  particular  reason.  It  is  usu¬ 
ally  customary  with  me  when  ink  and  paper  are  placed  within  my  grasp  to 
use  the  pen, if  I  have  leisure, and  if  a  friend  site  near  me  who  makes  a 
motion  for  it  to  put  it  into  his  hands  -  from  him  it  passes  to  others  - 
where  it  is  of  no  kind  of  use  or  importance  to  any  one  -  serving  only  to 
produce  in  their  mind  an  opinion  that  I  am  puffed  up  with  that  foolish  ail 
disgusting  passion  or  foible, called  1; got ism.  I  think  it  probable  enough 
that  those  who  saw  what  I  was  doing  in  the  P.M.  had  that  opinion  of  me. 

Elder  Thomas  soon  appeared, took  his  seat  and  opened  the  meeting  (Mr 
Ft  asett  at  the  head  of  the  choir  having  sung  2  or  3  tunes)  231 

with  a  few  remarks  on  Psalmody  which  he  highly  extolled, and  then  read  the 
51st  Lsalrn  which  was  sung  gracefully  in  Fount  Olive.  Previous  to  hie  ad¬ 
dressing  the  Throne  of  Grace  he  spoke  concerning  prayer  in  nearly  the 
same  way  that  he  had  done  on  the  17th  Hay  -  one  observation  was  a  little 
curious  -  Ho  said  some  professors  thought  to  storm  Koaven  by  prayer  -  In 
another  instance  he  compared  mankind  to  a  set  of  Rebels  against  their 
sovereign  -  ’  ith  Rebels, said  he, there  can  be  no  capituel&tion.  He  read 
the  19th  i  sain  after  Prayer  in  which  he  p&rticuiarlised  one  verse, aa  pos¬ 
itive  proof  of  Dr  Tatis*  being  a  Uni  verbalist  -  Pie,  was  one, he  said, who 
believed  in  that  unpopular  sentiment  which  animated  hia  soul.  At  last  ho 
gave  off  his  text  which  is  recorded  in  the  Epistle  Gen*l  of  St  John  •  Chap 
4th  11th  verse  -  My  minutes  are  so  imperfect  that  I  four  to  sat  down  his 
discourse  us  I  guess  it  out  from  them  -  wishing  not  to  give  a  false  color¬ 
ing  to  anything  which  I  record  -  But  if  I  rightly  recollect  -  he  first 
began  to  tell  what  some  whining  professors  -  members  of  Congregational  and 
other  churches  would  say  and  do  -  How  they  were  guided  by  superstition  - 
Would  exclude  from  the  Church  this  and  that  one  because  their  manners 
were  232 

were  ga$  and  lively, or  wore  fine  drosses  -  flowered  gowns  and  the  like  - 
he  would  take  them  lie  said  -  such  men  were  perfect  and  all  the  world  be¬ 
sides  were  wrong  -  this  was  far  from  oeing  his  opinion  -  Ho  never  knew  a 
man  perfect  in  hicisolf  -  He  pronounced  St  John  to  be  a  great  lini- 
ver enlist  -  tola  how  much  he  endured  under  the  displeasure  of  the  Em¬ 
perors  for  acting  in  conformity  with  his  profession  -  mention  ed  his 
being  thrown  into  a  chaldron  of  boiling  oil  -  /s  he  advanced  towards 
the  middle  of  hia  sermon  he  threatened  striking  a  blow  at  the  root  of 
superstition.  He  proceeded  onward  till  it  came  in  hio  way  to  say  some 
thing  respecting  mother  Eve  who  lie  said  very  ignorantly  erred  in  eating 
the  forbidden  fruit, and  /dam, when  he  partook  thereof , instead  of  his  be¬ 
ing  deceived  by  the  woman, as  son©  people  seemed  to  hold, into  the  com¬ 
mission  of  the  act,  knew  what  the  consequences  must  be  and  did  it  on 
account  of  his  affection  for  his  Eve  with  whom  he  was  certain  ho  should 
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forever  part  if  he  did  not  take  that  method  to  go  with  her  -  I  wish 
me  now  lovod  their  wives  ao  well  -  exclaimed  he.  He  v/ont 
on  to  chow  the  effect  produced  on  our  first  parents  in  conse  -  233 

quence  of  having  transgressed  God's  prohibitory  Act  -  'dam, ho  said, 
tho't  just  ao  a  great  many  did  at  this  day, that  God  was  his  enemy  -  he 
ran  away  from  God  and  skulked  behind  the  trees.  Said  he, God, was  not  pi 
put  out  about  it.  /.dam  &  Evo  went  and  made  their  fig-loaf  coaio  like 
our  Christians  -  God  tears  them  off  and  presents  them  with  coats  of 
skin  -  mooting  them  half  way.  This  wao  the  first  shedding  of  blood. 
Elder  Thomas  next  informed  us  of  the  assurance  given, by  the  Lord,  of 
Universal  Salvation  -  to  Abraham, to  Ioaac,to  Jacob  and  to  Mooos.  He 
exhorted  us  to  love  one  another  because  wo  discover  that  we  are  the 
work  of  God  who  gave  his  son  for  us  all  -  Exhorted  to  deeds  of  Charity 
Ran  dawn  tattlers  and  those  who  found  their  famo  on  others  good  names. 
Not  reproving  a  man  while  in  rude  company  and  in  anger  -  but  take  him 
by  himself  to  give  him  advice  -  would  have  living  faith  go  hand  in  had 
hand  with  living  works.  Admonished  ladies  against  tattling  at  the  tea 
table  -  said  in  pownal  a  fow  days  before  he  met  a  man  that  told  234 
him  that  if  he  believed  ao  he, Mr  Thomas  did,he  should  not  care  what 
he  did.  The  old  FJlder  condemned  such  doctrine  altogether;  for  any¬ 
thing  pursued  short  of  love  would  lead  us  entirely  out  of  the  Royal 
ay.  He  loved  not  only  UniverealiGts,but  all  men  -  would  support  lib¬ 
erty  and  repel  invasion  from  whatever  quarter  -  it  might  proceed. 

He  had  the  last  Psalm  with  the  Doxology  sung  -  Tune  N. Jerusalem  - 
performed  well  too  -  Mr  T.  lavished  many  praises  on  the  singing, 
Chorister  and  Choir.  Thanked  the  audience  for  their  polite  behaviour 
&e  asking  gentlemen  if  there  were  freedom  -  which  if  granted  he  would 
preach  there  again  four  weeks  from  that  day  -  Hr  Isaac  Uobster  s  id 
there  wao  freedom. 

Was  favored  with  an  opportunity  of  perusing  the  Aurora  of  June 
9th  &  10th  which  contained  besides  Mr  Barlow's  despatches  much  import¬ 
ant  and  interesting  matter. 

I  was  perhaps  tho  cause  of  a  young  lady's  going  abroad  that  eve¬ 
ning  against  the  inclination  of  her  mother,  but  the  good  woman  did  235 
not  express  it  in  harsh  or  oxplic't  terms  -  and  I  believe  her  daughter 
sufferod  nothing  in  her  reputation  by  committing  this  act  of  half  dis¬ 
obedience. 

Messrs  H. Harwood,  Nathan *1  R. Locke  and  E. Montague  and  the  Misses 
Lydia  Harwood, Mary  H. Campbell  and  Theodocia  Montague  were  together  in 
the  evening  at  capt.J.  Harwood's. 

Monday,  June  15th  Mr  B.  Harwood  began  hoeing  his  worn  which  was  bare¬ 
ly  grown  enough  for  that  purpose  (see  15th  of  May) 

I  made  an  ugly  appearance  behind  the  rest  in  the  field, but  so  fate 
would  decide. 

Tuesday, June  16th.,  About  7  o'clock  P.M.  a  fire  appeared  on  Court  Houso 

hill,  I  joined  others  in  the  neighborhood  in  run¬ 
ning  to  the  spot  to  assist  in  extinguishing  it  -  Did  not  know  till  ar¬ 
rived  there  v/hat  building  it  was  -  found  to  be  Col  Norton's  barn.  Tho 
greatest  danger  was  over.  Had  time  however  to  be  activo  awhile  in  hand¬ 
ling  pails  filled  with  v/ater  for  the  suppression  of  tho  flames, which 
was  soon  ef footed.  Happily  through  the  exertions  of  the  citizens  and 
a  favorable  course  of  the  wind  no  other  build 
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ing  was  destroyed, although  Major  Jonathan  E .Robinson* s  barn, which  stood 
very  near  was  come  damaged  by  tho  fir©  and  nearly  all  tho  covering 
stripped  off. 

The  villian  who  was  the  author  of  this  horrid  deed  was  supposed  to 
be  a  young  man, named  Peter  Jewett, an  enlisted  soldier.  He  was  seen  in 
the  morning  about  Col  Norton's  shop  amoaking  sogaro  -  making  use  of  fin 


firo  in  that  way  «  was  seen  An  other  places  in  the  neighborhood  in  a 
suspicioue  light  -  with  several  others  v/as  marching  off  for  Burlington 
about  10  o’clock  A.M.  Not  long  after  his  departure  fire  was  discovered 
in  various  parts  of  the  Col’s  shop, purposely  placed  so  as  to  destroy  tk 
the  building.  Col  Norton  without  waiting  for  further  proof  immediately 
pursued  the  rascal  and  overtook  him  in  Manchester  -  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer,  capt  Follett,\vas  not  disposed  to  deliver  him  up  at  first, thinking  it 
best  to  try  him  before  a  Court  Martial.  But  next  morning  being  informed 
by  express  of  the  destruction  of  the  barn  ho  gave  him  over  into  tho  hand 
of  the  civil  authorities  without  hesitation.  Peter  v/as  accordingly 
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brought  back  to  town  -  examined  before  a  Justice  Court  -  put  under  heavy 
bonds  and  coonitted  to  Manchester  jail, in  the  course  of  a  few  hours.  It 
was  not  in  Col  Norton’s  shop  only  that  attempts  were  made  to  set  fire  - 
Live  coals  were  found  in  Mr  Charles  Lathrop’a  shop  where  they  had  not 
made  use  of  that  element  for  several  days, so  that  it  was  evidently  plac¬ 
ed  there  by  some  wicked  hand.  It  had  rained  in  the  P.M.  which  was  a  fa¬ 
vorable  circumstance  for  other  buildings  -  General  course  of  the  wind 
3.E.  Not  very  strong  at  the  time  of  the  fire.  A  watch  was  appointed  to 
observe  the  fir©  in  the  ruins  during  tho  night. 

ednesday, June  17th  Miss  Sophia  Waters  came  from  Mr  House’s  having  serv¬ 
ed  out  her  time  there.  Mr  Gideon  spent  the  eve’g 
with  us.  Talked  with  him  about  war, about  which  he  did  not  approve. 


Thursday, June  10th  Finished  hoeing  our  corn, the  first  time; four  acres  in 

the  field; like  many  fields  this  season  exceedingly 
weedy  and  grassy  -  Situate  E  of  that  range  of  rocks  which  runs  parallel 
to  the  line  between  Peter  Harwood’s  farm  and  gen. Robison’s  and  Amos 
Hinraan’s  possess 


ions,  a  few  rods  E.  thereof  (Intelligible, ve^ry). 
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Friday, June  19th  Between  2  &  3  In  the  P.M. gen  David  Robinson’s  barn 

took  fire  and  was  instantly  consumed, except  such 
parts  as  were  hauled  out  of  the  flames  by  the  people, of  whom  a  numerous 
assemblage  was  present.  Y'orked  for  Mr  J  that  day; father, Mr  J., friend 
Ira, Mr  Rich  and  myself  as  soon  as  the  fire  was  discovered  made  haste  to 
reach  tho  devoted  building  in  order  to  render  assistance  in  quenching 
the  devouring  element.  The  barn  was  down  when  we  got  there  and  so  far 
consumed  as  to  endanger  other  buildings  but  little. At  this, as  v/ell  as 
Col, Horton' s  fire, the  wells  supplied  plenty  of  water.  The  fire  was  so 
near  the  gen  house  that  it  caused  the  pitch  to  fry  out  of  tho  clap¬ 
boards,  and  had  the  wind  blown  from  tho  \7.  it  roust  certainly  have  convoy 
nd  the  flames  to  the  house  which  would  have  shared  the  fate  of  the  barn 
Providentially  the  wind  was  from  the  S. 

Peter  Jewett  was  supposed  to  bo  the  perpetrator  of  this  foul  deed 
as  well  as  that  of  Tuesdaiq  evening, my  means  of  firo  concealed  in  punk, 
but  this  suspicion  was  done  away  on  a  new  discovery  being 
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made  of  attempt  to  eet  fire  to  Col  Horton’s  house  shop  which  very  much 
alarmed  the  whole  village.  For  the  security  of  the  street  a  night  watch 
was  instituted  and  kept  up  many  subsequent  nights,  at  Gen. Robinson’s  , 
saw  and  spoke  with  Lieut  Keman  A. Fay  who  had  come  to  town  only  a  day  or 
two  before, intending  soon  to  return  to  his  station  at  Baltimore  (MD)  - 
see  Feb  20th  1812, Feb  21st  -  I  also  saw  rum  carried  around  in  large  tin 
palls  and  every  man  invited  to  drink  at  discretion.  Then  on  my  roturn  fo 
from  the  conflagration, had  to  halt  at  Hr  Montague’s  and  give  an  account 
of  the  affair.  Mr  Rich  happened  to  come  along  at  that  time  and  being 
filled  with  ardent  spirits  made  many  old  remarks  on  the  occasion.  If 
and  person  wishes  to  be  told  what  the  weather  was  that  day  I  can  tell 
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him  it  was  v/arfc  and  lowery . 

Saturday , June  20th  Hoed  corn  for  fir  Judd  whose  field  we  dispatched  be¬ 
fore  night.  Felt  tired  of  that  business  -  having 
followed  it  all  the  v;eek,  H. W. wind  blew  cold. 


Sunday,  Juno  21st  Did  not  have  the  240 

pleasure  of  hoe  ring  Hr  Spaulding  this  day  -  was 
occupied  too  much  with  rows  and  writing.  Wrote  an  ansv/cr  to  Miss  Fate* 
letter  of  April  6th  -  p.158  -  Gave  information  that  we  wore  in  usual 
health  -  answered  in  the  negative  a  girl  question  -  wrote  an  account 
of  the  late  fires  -  Informed  her  that  her  daughter  Mary  Ann, the  last 
news  wo  had  from  her  was  in  health.  Told  her  if  she  wished  to  make  it 
manifest  that  she  desired  to  know  the  situationn  of  her  near  relatives 
she  must  enquire  after  themjwhich  she  omitted  to  do  in  her  letter  of 
April  6th,  and  then  went  on  mentioning  the  v/elfare  of  her  brother  and 
sister  -  Elisha  Waters  and  hie  lady.  Took  an  evening  walk  with  my 
friend  Lrastuo  Montague , entered  no  mans  house, but  meeting  on  the  hill 
H#  of  Mr  Frod’k  Jewett’s  ,Mr  Henry  Mellen  faced  about  and  marched  with 
him  back  to  Harwood’s  lane  where  a  long  discussion  was  held  between 
gentlemen  joined  by  Mr  Locke.  Cold  end  unpleasant. 
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Monday,  June  22nd  Began  plough #g  fallow* 


Tuesday, June  23rd  Hews  of  the  Declaration  of  Far  against  Grunt  Brit- 

iaB  ,by  Congress, was  this  day  announced  to  tho  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  town  and  vicinity  in  handbills.  alked  out  in  the 
evening  -  the  moon  giving  a  bright  light  -  to  enjoy  a  little  music  - 
Heard  friend  Locke  over  in  the  road  singing  and  whistling  -  Met  him  at 
Mr  Parson’s  -  Said  he  had  seen  the  Misses  Norton  accompanied  by  Miss 
Campbell  going  S.  -  proposed  to  march  with  him  in  that  direction  - 
played  coarsely  along  till  arrived  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Blue 
Hill, when  those  ladies  were  discovered  by  my  friend  to  be  advancing 
towards  us  -  I  had  only  a  glac©  at  them  and  with  unusual  colority  turn 
ed  away  a.  self  about  and  with  e  light  foot  retraced  my  stops  to  Mr  Par 
sons  without  giving  the  ladies  a  vhanee  to  overtake  me.  My  friend 
questioned  the  propriety  of  our  conduct, but  I  told  him  I  did  not  care 
for  that  -  had  no  uneasiness  on  that  score.  Hiss  Campbell  said, after 
her  return, that  tho  other  Misses  had  been  up  that  evening  to 
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pay  their  respects  to  her  and  make  her  a  short  visit  -  that  she  went  to 
accompany  them  a  part  of  the  way  home  -  that  when  they  heard  my  flute, 
being  on  the  hill  S.  of  Bluo  Point, in  tho  hope  of  meeting  me  so  as  to 
enjoy  tho  music  tho  better, turned  and  walked  back, as  above  stated  - 
and  did  not  quit  her  till  they  cam©  to  the  hill  E.  of  Tan  Brook.  All 
their  pains  woro  not  lost  for  I  did  not  run  but  walked  before  thorn  and 
was  the  piper  of  some  very  ordinary  music. 


Wednesday,  June  24th  Fas  on  the  Hatch  in  town  street  along  with  friend 

K.R.Locko  -  Heard  excellent  music  in  the  forepart  tf 
of  the  evening  played  by  Mr  Henry  Robinson  on  tho  G .Flute.  Learnt  that 
a  long  projected  Ball, commonly  known  by  tho  name  of  '’An  Union  Ball51 
which  was  to  bo  celebrated  this  evening, had  miscarried.  Much  ridicule 
end  disgrace  fell  upon  poor  Hr  Warren  Brown  who  was  tho  great  founder 
and  also  it  was  said  had  given  out  to  snail  abd  groat, to  respectable 
and  disrespectable, more  then  60  tickets  and  verbal  invitations. 
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How  we’ll  see  about  this  watching  business.  At  firxt  we  woro  to  have 
for  companions  Hr  J.E, Robinson, Mr  Benjamin  Edwards, tlx*  Henry  Smith,  Mr 
Bristol.  &  Mr  Fisher, but  before  10  in  the  ovening  none  were  left  on  the 
ground  except  tho  two  last  mentioned.  Perhaps  in  saying  before  ten 


o’clock  I  am  hardly  correct  -  oay  before  eleven.  At  first  I  took  the  E 
row  of  buildings  with  Mr  Fisher  who  was  armed  with  a  loaded  fusee  and 
Locke  went  on  the  opposite  side  with  Hr  Bristol  -  after  going  the  rounds 
two  or  throe  tines  wo  came  together  and  changed  partners , which  was  what 
I  very  much  desired, as  I  did  not  much  fancy  my  friend  Fisher  whom  I 
tho’t  to  be  a  little  sprung  with  liquor.  Nothing  of  importance  of furred 
’till  past  on©  o’clock.  It  was  agreed  upon  between  the  neighbors  should 
that  Mr  1'at chin  should  furnish  liquor  $which  he  did  bountifully, and  Ma¬ 
jor  J.2. Robinson  the  victuals  which  were  to  be  placed  on  the  table  ready 
prepared  and  free  access  was  to  bo  granted  to  enter  the  house  when  we 
felt  disposed  to  refresh  ourselves 
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But  on  going  there  for  that  purpose , behold  the  door  was  fast.  No  admit¬ 
tance  there.  Cur  companions, who  were  not  much  troubled  with  bashfulness, 
first  tried  to  x'ouoe  Mr  Cushman  -  finding  it  difficult  -  called  him  a 
damned  lazy  fellow  and  went  to  the  Brick  House  and  there  called  up  Mr 
Isaac  t.  Robinson, who  brought  on  some  very  good  bread  and  butter  &  cold 
cut  of  which  we  ate, I  was  going  to  say, voraciously.  However  I  do  not 
candidly  think  we  wore  much  out  of  the  way  in  that  respect.  He  would 
have  furnished  us  with  cider, but  had  none.  Our  friends  besides  Mr  Patch 
in, who  at  their  request  loft  a  quantity  of  rum  standing  in  a  tumbler  in 
his  stoop  -  he  not  retiring  till  a  very  late  hour, had  another  deer* 
friend  whom  they  called  Mr  Abbot  that  generously  supplied  them  with  the  s 
stimulating  contents  of  his  bottle.  Tho3©  gentle’n  were  tfery  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty  end  were  rather  distrustful  of  us  ;not  with¬ 
out  cause, for  having  performed  our  route  with  fidelity  a  number  of  times 
and  friend  Locke  being  an- 
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well,tho*ht  it  unnecessary  to  go  clambering  over  the  fences  and  through 
the  grass  quite  so  often  -  swore  he  would  do  it  no  more  -  so  when  they 
set  out  on  their  tour  we  went  up  through  the  street  -  pretended  to  come 
out  from  behind  the  brick  house  as  they  came  round  from  Esquire  Youngs*. 
From  what  they  said  I  thought  they  knew  or  strongly  suspected  our  breach 
of  duty,  "o  visited  the  backside  of  our  row  of  buildings  but  once  after 
that .  In  the  meantime  while  were  examining  the  buildings  of  gen  Robinson 
they  Ei&de  up  a  story  to  tell  us  as  soon  as  we  should  meet  them  again, 
which  wa  soon  did.  They  said  in  our  absence  they  saw  a  mem  running  thro* 
the  stroet  destitute  of  a  hat  or  coat.  We  asked  which  way  ho  came  from? 
they  said  -  from  the  N.  On  asking  them  a  2nd  time  they  said  he  run  from 
gen  Robinson’s  down  the  road  leading  to  gov.  Robinson’s.  T  ithout  giving 
credit  to  this  tale  I  told  them  I  wished  we  had  seen  his  -  we  would  have 
pursuaded  him  -  past  4  came  away  and  olep’t  2  hours  with  !!r  Locke,  The 
night  was  damp  and  cold. 
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Thursday, June  25th  alkod  horn  from  the  castle  with  that  young  lady  allu¬ 

ded  to  -  p.$S>//  234  -  The  latter  part  of  the  evening 
was  fine  indeed  -  In  mentioning  the  multitude  of  people  that  collected 
when  gen.  Robinson’s  barn  v?aa  burned  I  should  have  expressed  myself  more 
correctly  if  I  had  said  -  of  whom  a  numerous  collection  were  suddenly  as¬ 
sembled  ,  { p.238  7th  lino) 

Saturday, June  28th  Mr  Jonas  Harwood  gallanted  Miss  Sally  end  Miss  Oliva 

Norton  to  Rowe  (Hass.) 

Sunday,  June  29th.,  Read  the  Vfar  Documents.  To  know  how  I  spent  the  eve¬ 
ning  and  where  I  was  ,3ee  p.171.  29th  April. 

Tuesday, June  30th.,  (Road  27th  8:  28ih  for  for  Saturday  and  Sunday)  ,A  re¬ 
port  was  industriously  spead  that  the  Northern  fron¬ 
tier  of  Vermont  was  in  danger  of  being  invaded  by  the  Indians  -  c.  large 
body  of  whom  it  was  said  were  at  St  Johns  -L.C.  f*  Let  me  not  take  leave 


of  this  month  without  remarking  that  on  the  first  day  father  after  dig 
ging  a  few  inches  below  the  surface  of  a  bod  of  chips  before  his  wood 
pile  discovered  a  thick  coat  of  ice  -  Vegetation  continued  backward 
thro'  all  fune.  Corn  small  and  of  a  sickly  countenance*  Few  very  warm 
days, and  some  extremely  cold  ones. 
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Wednesday,  July  lot.,  vao  e  cold  day  -  Dr  Worthy  atera  took  dinner  wife 

us.  He  said  a  good  deal  about  operating  on  the  ey« 
eyes  of  the  blind  -  in  such  a  manner  ac  to  restore  or  give  them  their 
sight.  Took  a  walk  with  friend  Hath'l  R. Locke  in  the  eve'g  as  fax  S. 
ae  Mr  Mellons  whose  Henry  he  wished  to  see, but  finding  him  not  at  home 
we  marched  back  to  the  old  station.  Ac  usual  on  3ueh  occasions, had  my 
flute  with  me  and  ppfcayed  along  by  the  way.  .hen  I  went  out  I  cored 
very  little  in  what  direction  I  moved, provided  I  had  my  choice  in  dis¬ 
tance.  Perhaps  in  visiting  that  : art  of  the  vineyard, alluded  to  above, 
a  wrong  impression  might  have  been  made  on  the  minds  of  come  young  per¬ 
sons  who  were  assembled  together  at  the  house  of  capt .Norton;  in  whose 
(their)  ears  the  sound  of  the  flute  spake  to  them  thus  -  HJ  came  so 
near  thert-i-went  to  let  you  know  that  I  v/ont  come  any  farther  -  that  I 
wish  to  join  you  but  cant  on  account  of  a  particular  difficulty  which 
has  arisen  between  ua  you  &  ae,"  This  is  not  the  language  which  I  intori 
ed  to  convey  through  that  hollow  thing, 
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whatever  conjecture  they  might  form.  ken  I  speak  ouch  language  it 
shall  be  with  boldness  and  porpo3cuity.  If  I  had  not  gone  that  way, 
then  this  suspicion  would  not  have  been  harboured  by  then, and  it  may  be 
now  that  I  an  jealous  with  a  cause. 

Friday,  July  3rd  Ploughing  fallow  was  finished  -  tho  evening  was  so 

fine  and  cool,altho*  there  was  no  light  from  the 
moon  that  I  could  not  resist  tho  desire  created  in  me  to  enjoy  a  rural 
march  with  the  flute.  Putting  on  ray  boat  hat  over  ray  spectacles  proceed 
ed  down  the  lane  in  the  direction  uf  the  road  which  when  arrived  to  I 
entered  and  passed  on  H;  and  v/hon  beyond  the  little  hill  H.  of  Mrs  Rin- 
mans  got  very  warmly  ongaged  playing  Boston  March  on  the  natural  key  - 
pitched  on  high  C  -  Was  not  expocting  to  meet  with  any  mortal  being  - 
What  was  my  surprise  when  lo,I  discovered  a  few  rods  in  front  advancing 
toward  mo  a  row  of  white  gowns  stretching  across  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  cart-v/ay  -  at  one  end  of  which  was  attached  a  fine  3eau  and 
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in  whoso  rear  was  another  Beau, with  one  or  two  more  ladies.  I  instantly 
ceased  playing, and  as  1  was  sneaking  away, soldier  like, to  the  opposite, 
aide  of  the  road, one  of  the  gentlemen  bade  me  good  evening  -  I  returned 
the  compliment -without  looking  round  to  see  who  it  was, hearing  at  the 
same  time  not  a  little  snickering  among  the  ladies  -  Went  on  up  to  Mr 
Montagues' , playing  by  the  way  unsteadily  &  without  producing  melody, 
and  there  made  a  stand  -  Saw  them  as  they  passed  by  on  their  return  to 
town  street  -  whence  they  came.  This  affair  happened  about  8  o'clock. 
One  of  those  beaux  was  Mr  Moses  Robinson  3rd.  Spent  the  eve'g  at  Mr 
M*a  where  all  the  children  seemed  much  pleased  with  the  sound  of  the 
flute.  Was  first  informed  of  the  Author  -  the  genuine  author  of  that 
sire  which  is  mentioned  p.  235,  and  probably  of  tho  destruction  of  Rob¬ 
inson's  Tiara  -  for  particulars  turn  to  page  268.  250 

Saturday,  July  Fourth  Our  business  was  so  situated  at  home  that  we  could 

not  leave  it  to  go  end  participate  among  our  Demo¬ 
cratic  friends  the  pleasure  of  uniting  in  the  celebration  of  tho  anni¬ 
versary  of  that  glorious  day  on  which  a  Nation  was  called  into  existence 
Warn  and  flourishing  season  . 

Sunday, July  5th  In  the  afternoon  of  tho  day  visited  tho  Church, but 


was  not  over  attentive  to  v/hat  was  said  by  Mr  Harsh  who  administered 
the  Sacrament  and  lengthily  harrangued  the  Church  on  the  occasion. 

Head  Voltaire’s  Universal  History  the  whilst, which  tho  an  innocent 
amusement  to  me, may  be  considered  an  insult  both  to  the  Minister  and 
congregation.  '.That  if  every  person  capable  of  roauing  should  carry 
with  him  to  church  some  favorite  volume  and  sit  perusing  it  during  the 
time  which  is  devoted  to  singing  and  preaching,  what  sort  of  proceeding 
would  that  be?  As  it  respects  the  congregation  it  may  be  said  to  be  a 
perni3eioue  example  (not  in  my  opinion  equal  to  other  examples  set  ahd 
followed  in  the  Sancturary)  plac’d  before  other  misguided  young  persons 
inducing  them  to  go  astray. 
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Tuesday, July  7th  P.LI.  Hod©  to  town  and  there  transacted  business  of 

minor  importance  with  Hr  Isaac  T.Eobinson  and  Mr 
B.Merchant.  In  the  store  of  the  latter  I  fancy  my  conduct  carried  no 
great  majesty  in  it  -  I  thought  not  so  much  of  it  at  the  momont,as  I 
did  afterwards  -  Nothing  criminal, but  betrayed  littleness  and  ignorance 
in  my  behaviour.  Business  called  me  to  capt.  em’l  Biackmers* ;  where  I 
found  his  lady  and  a  young  female  friend  whom  I  did  not  know,  sitting 
together  in  the  parlour.  Enquired  for  the  capt.  and  his  son  -  was  told 
that  they  were  at  work  near  a  sawmill  about  three  miles  off  -  Conclu¬ 
ded  it  was  too  late  in  tho  day  to  go  that  distance  to  see  them  -  so  I 
proposed  after  spending  a  little  time  whore  I  was, to  go  and  visit  my 
friends  in  the  II.  part  of  the  town.  Mrs  B.  brought  forward  e  flute  and 
a  new  collection  of  tunes, for  that  instrument, borrowed  lately  by  her 
son, with  which  amused  myself as 
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much  as  I  pleased.  Conversed  very  agreoably  and  fiendly  freely  with 
Mrs  3. and  her  friend.  Had  much  curiosity  to  know  who  that  young  lady 
was  -  for  while  I  was  taking  tea  with  her  oho  scorned  to  discover  rather 
more  knowledge  of  men  end  things  than  is  allotted  to  every  person  of 
her  sex.  About  6  o’clock  rode  to  Mr  Zacharia  Harwood’s  -  found  the  peo 
pic  in  usual  health  -  the  old  gont’n  I  saw  in  the  field  with  histhe 
boys  working  as  hard  as  any  of  them  -  They  were  hoeing  com  the  2nd  time 
which  did  not  look  very  well  -  nevertheless  superior  to  many  fields 
raised  this  season.  Mr  Blackmer  Jun’r  I  i7as  told  would  return  that  way 
in  order  to  return  a  yoke  of  oxen  which  were  borrowed  of  Mr  Harwood 
end  if  he  corao  soon  enough  -  it  was  my  intention  to  do  ray  errand  and 
return  homo  -  It  was  sundown  before  he  arrived  being  solicited  to  tarry 
all  night  -  Had  my  horse  put  out  and  inarched  with 
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with  the  young  man  down  to  his  fathers  -  communicating  to  him  on  the  w 
way  my  business.  Being  well  known  as  a  musician  by  him  -  I  asked  him 
if  he  were  in  my  place  whether  he  would  offer  himself  as  a  musician  in 
the  Militia  which  were  drafted  to  go  and  guard  our  frontiers  -  Tld  him 
as  ho  already  knew, that  I  could  not  play  tho  fife  on  the  high  key  and 
that  I  wanted  his  advice  without  flattery  -  He  advised  affirmatively  - 
said  it  would  afford  mo  a  good  opportunity  for  learning  to  play  that 
instrument  and  offered  to  assist  me  himself  with  a  book  and  instrument 
previous  to  my  being  called  out.  I  found  myself  obliged  to  him  for  hie 
generosity.  How  tho  case  was  -  at  the  time  capt.  B.  drafted  his  men 
he  omitted  to  furnish  a  fifer  as  the  requisition  re  wired, because  ouch 
an  offices-  did  not  exist  in  tho  company  -  and  there 
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was  no  such  officer  chosen  by  tho  company  at  that  time, therefore  he  re¬ 
turned  his  quota  to  the  proper  authority  without  including  a  fifer.  As 
I  was  one  of  the  number  who  wore  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment’s  warning  and  who  expect  to  bear  arms  and  at  the  sane 
time  possessing  some  skill  in  th8  art  of  whistling  -  considering  the 
duty  leas  fatiguoing  -  I  offered  myself  so  such  to  c apt. B. provided  he 
considered  mo  a  proper  person  for  the  station.  The  capt.  did  not  give 


me  a  direct  answer;  bur  said  so  far  ho  he  had  a  voice  in  the  business 
he  should  not  object  against  me.  Here  ended  the  matter.  Plaid  tho 
fluto  in  concert  witli  Mr  Blackmer  -  and, lata  in  the  evening  returned 
with  Mr  Henry  Harwood  (who  v/aa  so  generous  as  tome  down  alone  to  accom¬ 
pany  me)  to  his  grandfather  ft  where  I  lodged  and  early 
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Wednesday  Morning,  July  8th  Hade  tho  best  of  my  way  to  home , promising 

when  invited  to  town  to  breakfast, that  I  would  come 
and  make  them  a  regular  visi  at  a  future  day  -  Galled  at  Capi .Blackmer  *s 
to  get  his  ovm  fife  and  book  ac  agreed  on  the  preceding  evening  -  I  felt 
in  a  hurry  and  did  not  deal  out  e  great  measure  of  politeness;  alt h o  *  by 
no  moans  indecent  -  yet  as  ho  presented  me  the-  fife  without  tho  Book  - 
after  a  short  pause  thinking  he  had  forgotten  it  -  I  said  abruptly  - 
Aint  you  going  to  let  me  have  the  book  too:  If  Mr  B.  took  ao  much  no¬ 
tice  of  these  words  therms  I  did  afterwards  -  they  would  have  produced 
in  his  mind  a  very  disagreeable  impre so ion, widely  different  from  v/hat 
was  inteded  by  me.  He  obliging  ran  over  to  e&pt .Hendryx* c  and  brought 
it  rie.  That  young  lady  whom  I  caw  at  the  cuptinga  was  Hiss  Laura  Hatha¬ 
way,*^  I  was  since  informed  -  Employed  in  teaching  a  school  in  that  dis¬ 
trict  ~~  -  256 

?t  the  close  of  the  month  of  June  I  have  recorded, that  vegetation 
had  continued  backward  thro*  all  that  month, which  is  not  a  correct  state 
ment.  If  I  say  it  was  late  in  the  season  when  it  began  to  show  itself, I 
can  with  propriety  add, that  it*s  progress  was  very  rapid. 

See  July  31st  for  further  inf’n, 

Thursday,  July  9th  Our  lists  were  made  up  and  given  in  (see  p.  )  Very 

w*m  weather  -  Waited  upon  Mies  Mary  II, Campbell  to  Mr 
Seth  Pont  ague  a  *  -  plaid  for  her  and  Miss  M.  to  dance  -  Lodged  with  my 
friend  Locks, 

Friday,  July  10th  The  Misses  Lucretia  Horton,  Sophia  Waters  and  Cla¬ 
rissa  Looms  spent  the  P.M.  at  Mr  Ira  Harwood* s.  It 
was  ey  intention  to  wait  upon  them  to  their  respective  homes  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  , but  by  some  means  or  oilier  was  too  late  to  begin  tho  walk  with 

them, and  on  that  account  was  under  the  necessity  of  chasing  them  the 
short  distance  of  a  half  mile. 
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Came  up  with  them  on  tho  hill  3.  of  Blue  Point  -  Cheered  them  with  music  - 
I  suppose  I  did  so  -Played  till  past  9  o* clock  in  Capt .Horton's  hall  - 
Most  of  the  younger  part  of  the  f Easily  and  Hr  Hiram  Bingham  were  present, 
Hulked  home  with  Hiss  Sophia  and  Miss  Loomis.  Our  conversation  pleased 
us, but  I  dont  think  it  entitled  to  notice  in  this  place. 

Saturday,  July  11th  Mr  Amos  Bingham  tarried  with  us  over  night  and  this 

morning  before  prayers  read  and  expounded  on  the  44th 
Chapt,  of  Isaiah,  He  end  Hr  Levi  Harks, who  likewise  lodged  here, disputed 
on  some  religious  points  after  breakfast. I  took  very  little  interest  in 
it.  The  cannon  of  Capt  Sam*l  Robinson's  Company  of  Metros  sea  was 
discharged  in  the  P.M.by  a  few  a  private  idle  individuals  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  an  expectation  in  the  minds  of  people  out  of  town  street, of 
hearing  great  Hews.  But, Oh  how  sorely  disappointed  wore  they  on  riding 
thero  and  finding  it, as  hero  stated. 
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Received  a  letter  from  Mr  Sherman  Fairchild  2nd , dated  Harlem, Ohio, June 
7th  1S12  -  in  which  he  mentioned  receiving  dry  letter  of  Dec. 19th  after  a 
very  shoi’t  passage ,  Exp  rest  great  satisfaction  for  himself  and  people 
on  hearing  from  us  so  directly  -  iron  the  place  in  which  he  v/aa  brought 
up  -  adding  that  since  his  departure  uherofrom  he  had  never  lived  in  any 
place  wliere  the  people  seemed  to  him  as  they  did  in  Bennington, acknowl  - 
edging  at  the  same  time  that  the  people  there, were  kind  to  strangers  and 
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civil  in  their  manners  -  He  could  not  run  over  to  L!r  Harwood  *  a  in  the 
evening  -  drink  cider  end  eat  apples .  Jte  The  only  thing  that  he  re  - 

gretted  leaving  in  Vermont, urns  the  society  of  what  were  there  termed 

Yankees.  Said  there  were  Hew  Englanders  scattered  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  -  more  or  loss  -  Three  femilec  were  in  Harlem  besides  their  own. 

Hio  brother  was  not  narried  then, but  expected  to  be  the  next  fall  -  had 
obtained  a  cap 
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'  inc£  in  the  Hilitia.  There  had  been  men  raised  in  that  State  to  be 
sent  to  etroit  -  for  what  purpose  won  not  known  -  but  it  was  conject¬ 
ured  in  order  to  besiege  fort  Malden  -  At  the  former  place,  an  Indian 
attack  was  expected.  The  Indians  in  0  were  making  preparations  for  war 
but  had  at  that  time  committed  no  outrages  on  the  inhabitants  -  and  it 

was  his  opinion  that  they  would  not, for  the  frontiers  of  that  state  were 

tolerably  well  guarded.  The  Gov*r  of  Michigan  Terrify  the  last  week 
had  sent  a  Proclamation  to  the  Sandusky  tribe  -  with  the  Olive  Branch 
in  one  and  the  sword  in  the  other  -  giving  them  their  choice  -  Either 
War  or  Peace  -  How  they  determined  he  had  not  learnt.  Mentions  a  pros¬ 
pect  of  salt  being  about  to  he  manufactured  from  a  salt-lick  in  their 
neighborhood.  The  winter  had  been  severe  with  them, had  had  good  sleigh 
ing  during  a  great  part  of  it.  t  the  tine  he  wrote  the  weather  was 
ears,  -  grain  was  in  a  flourishing  state 
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Had  set  100  apple  trees  and  50  peach  trees  -  Said  hio  Mother  wished  to 
let  us  know  that  she  had  spun  100  yards  of  linen  cloth  the  previous 
fall  -  T/iched  me  to  write  again  how  things  went  with  us  and  some  of  our 
neighbors.  Was  sorry  he  had  not  something  more  interesting  to/  inform 
me  of  -  His  Pother  (aged  )  and  all  the  family  were  in  good  health. 
Sent  their  compliments  to  our  family  and  all  friends.  I  likewise  had 
g  letter, per  Mr  Sen*!  Brown  from  lire  Anne  Waters  which  I  only  mention 
on  account  of  its  showing  the  displeasure  of  the  writer  at  a  paragraph 
in  my  letter  to  her  of  the  21ot  June  which  hinted  to  her  that  if  she  de 
sired  to  hear  from  her  friends  who  might  reside  near  me, she  would  do 
well  to  (en)  notice  them  enough  to  enquire  after  them.  She  understood 
me  only  so  far  as  to  recent  the  charge  -  otherwise  the  letter  was  friend 
ly  and  smooth  enough#  She  wan  not  bl erasable  c  l  the  score  on  which  I 
took  it  she  was  ,for  when  she  wrote  me  in  April  she  forwarded  one  by 
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the  same  mail  to  Hr  Elisha  Waters  which  lay  in  the  P. Office  a  long  while 
before  it  come  to  his  hand  -  which  occasioned  me  to  suppose  she  had  eith 
cr  forgotten  her  relatives  or  meant  to  treat  them  with  pointed  noglect. 
The  appearance  of  this  and  subsequent  letters  took  away  the  ground  of 
this  supposition.  (1000  stand  of  arms  were  brought  to  town  by  Sem*l  B. 
Young,  Conan*  y. 

bund  ay,  July  12th  Head  History  of  Bonaparte  -  B&£  a  moot  agreeable  wak 

walk  in  evening  with  ladies  and  gentlemen  from  Par¬ 
sons  to  the  hill,  I,  Blue  Point  and  vice  versa  to  arson's. 

Unusually  cold  -  cherries  began  to  ripen,  baited  upon  g  young  lady  gomo- 
alluded  to  pug©  -  234  - 

Tuesday, Jyly  14th  Third  time  of  hoeing  our  corn  completed.  Took  a  vey 

elaborate  walk  in  the  evening  to  the  house  of  Mr  Na¬ 
than  Mellen.  It  afforded  me  a  degree  of  satisfaction  to  converse  with 
one  of  the 'young  ladies  as  I  was  gallanting  her  to  her  residence  -  C omp$ 
mentioned,  p.170  Ap*l  27  Exceedingly  warm,  bant  of  rain  felt. 
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Wednesday,  July  15th. las  employed  by  Tho’s  C. Parsons  to  hoe  corn  for  Ur 

Henry  Blake, whose  field  is  situate  B, Mrs  Rinnan's  gB 
great  me  dow  below  her  houso.  Mr  B.  had  hoed  hie  corn  twice  most  faith¬ 
fully  ,and  there  being  only  about  i/3d  of  the  piece  which  was  not  of  a 


pale, sickly  countenance  ,1  ow  and  slender  -  tho’t  it  did  not  need  hoeing 
again;-but  his  lend  lady  ao  well  as  Mr  Brown  required  its  being  done  th© 
third  time, which  was  far  from  pleasing  him  -  and  he  said  he  wanted  I 
should  make  the  motions  used  in  hoeing  -  that  was  all  -  for  he  never 
shluld  receive  pay  for  the  labour  he  had  already  bestowed  on  that  field 
When  he  came  to  a  row  of  poor  corn  (and  every  row  contained  such)  he 
would  say  -  I  shall  name  this  -  Only  give  it  the  name  of  hoeing  and  let 
it  go. 


Thursday  Evening,  July  16th  Read  Bennington  News  Letter  at  Mr  Monta¬ 
gues.  It  contained  the  commencement  of  an  address 
of  the  minority  of  the  H.  of  R.  of  the  U.S. 
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to  their  consistuents  (feov)  Gov’r  Griswolds  Proclamation  for  a  Fast  - 
a  letter  from  a  government- forgotten  man  in  Swanton  -  Much  spurring  un¬ 
der  the  Editorial  heed, end  so  e»  forth  •J  Etc. 


Friday,  July  17th  Hoes  corn  for  Mr  Judd.  The  first  hay  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  season  was  embarned  by  the  laborers  of  Harwood 
Castle.  A  load  of  500  cwt  of  Vermont  Wool  passed  us  while  at  Mr  Judd’s 
for  Connecticut.  The  gentleman  who  owned  it  said  he  lived  within  20 
miles  of  Humphrysville . 


Saturday,  July  18th  A  Republican  Meeting, which  was  to  be  holden  at  Mr 

Charles  Cushman’s  ,was  notified  in  the  Groen  Moun¬ 
tain  Farmer  of  July  15th.  Past  4  in  the  P.M.  four  of  the  Harwood’s  in 
eluding  myself, rode  (finally  I  walked)  up  to  see  what  were  the  proceed 
ings  of  that  meeting  and  to  take  an  active  part  therein.  It  is  ay  in¬ 
tention  whenever  present  at  such  a  meeting  to  bear  in  mind  that  its 
doings  so  correctly  as  to  be  able  to  give  them  a  place  in  my 
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book  of  remembrance, but  with  respect  to  that  of  which  I  have  just  spo¬ 
ken,!  arrived  too  late  to  v/itneso  its  commencement, a bd  too  carelessly 
attended  to  occurrences  which  succeeded  my  appearance  there  ,to  adhere 
toinwhat  I  would  establish  as  a  general  rule.  Therefore  I  refer  to  the 
G.M.  Farmer  of  July  22nd. 

I  was  among  those  who  did  not  think  Committees  of  Safety  were  nec¬ 
essary  at  this  time, because  I  considered  the  constituted  authorities 
competent  to  the  fulfillment  of  their  duty  and  an  adequate  safeguard  to 
the  public.  I  thought  appointing  these  committees  was  saying  to  the 
world  that  our  government  was  too  weak  to  withstand  the  chock  of  war.- 
my  opinion  was  that  we  had  not  reached  that  extremity  and  considered 
myself  and  others  as  oaf©  without  as  with  them.  On  one  account  I  es¬ 
teemed  them  beneficial  to  the  Democeatic  party  -  it  would  be  better  or¬ 
ganized  before  September  elections  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  act  in  con 
cert  like  the  opposite  party  who  had  fill’d  every  town  and  village  in 
the  Union 
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with  the  Washington  Benevolent  Society.  I  voted  against  celebrating 
the  16th  of  /ugust  on  economical  grounds, but  after  it  was  carried, which 
rubbed  hard, it  appeared  useful  and  necessary  notwithstanding  scarcity 
of  cash  and  the  busy  season  of  the  year. 

Sunday,  July  19th  Read  History  of  Bonaparte.  At  capt  Harwood’s  in  tb 

the  eve’g  surrounded  by  that  little  corap’y  noticed 
p.  Vide  2  last  times  of  July  12th.  Cold  weath’r 

Monday,  July  20th  12  o'clock  at  noon, it  was  announced  to  us  that  one  o 

of  our  neighbors, Mr  Thatcher, who  arrived  in  this 
neighborhood  from  U. Canada  on  the  of  March, and  took  up  his  abode  in 
Mrs  Hinman*3  Win  Norton’s  hou3e,had  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  with  fa®- 


ily, effects  and  70  lbs  of  wool  which  they  had  agreed  to  spin  for  Mrs  Kin 
man, absconded  to  parts  unknown.  No  mourners  for  him  or  his  landlady. 

Tuesday, July  21st  or  rather  I  would  say 


Wednesday, July  22nd  A  timely  and  well  accepted  shower  of  rain  happened 

in  the  evening  -  the  first  rain  of  importance  from 
the  11th  of  June  up  to  the  present  time. 
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Thursday,  July  23rd* Was  at  that  house  mentioned  p.171  in  ordinary  habil¬ 
iments,  perhaps  hardly  decent  to  go  among  ladies. 

Did  not  think  of  seeing  Hisses  Harriet  Mellon  and  Hosanna  Weaver  there  - 
served  as  musician  for  them  without  fear  of  spoling  my  marketable  quali¬ 
ties.  Returned  homo  in  a  lady,c  company  spoken  of  July  9th  -  Was  advis¬ 
ed  by  father  not  to  go  abroad  this  evening  -  because  it  would  endanger 
my  health  and  unfit  me  for  business  the  next  day  -  I  hearkened  not  unto 
him  but  pursued  that  course  which  accorded  beat  with  my  present  desires 
promissing  not  to  make  a  long  tarry, which  was  in  measure  fulfilled.  Such 
occurrences  became  much  more  frequent  with  me  in  these  days  than  when  I 
was  in  my  20th  year.  Does  this  not  look  like  degeneracy  ? 


Friday,  July  24th  Great  was  our  anxiety  about  rain  -  we  desired  it  but 

wished  to  be  prepared  for  it.  Thursday  had  been  fair 
A  large  uantity  of  hay  was  made  and  raised  together  -  hopes  were  enter 
tained  till  evening  of  its  not  raining  during  the 
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night  so  that  early  in  tho  morning  we  might  be  permitted  to  push  it  into 
the  barn  without  , but, alas, these  were  blasted  -  a  black  cloud  rose  in 
the  If.W.  and  ere  nine  o’clock  it  rained.  However  the  damage  was  trif¬ 
ling  -  but  would  have  impeded  our  subsequent  operations  but  very  little 
had  the  succeeding  morning  been  fair  -  instead  of  which  it  exhibited  a 
threatening  lowering  aspect  with  slight  showers  of  rain  which  caused  hea 
vy  denunciations  against  us  fprom  my  Hon’d  worthy  &  respected  grandfath¬ 
er  because  we  did  not  exorcise  more  than  human  prudence  mid  sagacity  in 
foreseeing  future  events  end  making  preparations  to  meet  them.  He  said 
it  was  owing  to  laziness  that  the  hay  was  not  got  in  the  preceding  night 
Never  was  so  wearied  yet  but  that  if  occasion  required  it  he  could  se¬ 
cure  his  hay*  Although  there  were  many  deceitful  turns  in  the  weather, 
and  our  hay  not  in  that  complete  state  of  preparation  which  it  was  our 
wish  it  sliSuld  be  -  yet  did  we  tumble  it  all  in.  Had  it  salted* 
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Saturday, July  25th  That  venerable  revolutionary  patriot, who  fought  and 

bled  on  the  immrtal  heights  of  f  alloomsac, August  165' 
1777  -  IM  Peter  Harwood, this  day  entered  hie  78th  year  -  His  son  Jonas 
was  47  years  of  age  July  24th.  It  was  wet  dull  hay-weather  thereby  af¬ 
fording  me  leisure  which  I  might  have  turned  to  much  greater  profit  than 
I  did.  It  is  true  I  spent  some  time  with  my  books, too  much  hov/ever  of 
that  ell- import  ant  and  that  fleeting  limited  gift  of  our  Merciful  and 
Groat  Father  of  the  Universe,!  flung  away  in  indulging  myself  in  the 
pleasures  of  music* 

Brought  over  from  Page  269, 

The  perpetrator  of  that  infamous  act, or  to  speak  more  to  the  purpose 
those  horrid  end  infamous  acts  recorded  p.235,238  proved  to  be  a  young 
apprentice  boy  in  the  service  of  Col.  Norton.  I  w/ill  not  attempt  a 
regular  statement  of  a  series  of  particulars.  That  day, July  3rd., some¬ 
time  in  the  P.M.  he  pretended  he  smelt  something  that  was  burning  -  ap 
p eared  much  alarmed  -  ra 
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ran  up  stairs  and  took  from  a  cask  of  tow  coals  which  he  had  a  moment  be¬ 
fore  put  there  in  order  to  burn  the  house  >■  Ho  had  previously  been  sus¬ 
pected  by  a  few, but  without  sufficient  proof  to  condemn  him  -  Now, he  was 
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Immediately  apprehended  end  arraigned  up  before  a  Justice  Court  who 
at  first  could  get  nothing  satisfactory  out  of  him;  but  through  th© 
means  of  Dr  Carver, late  a  citizen  of  N.Y.ihey  got  him  to  own  ell  that 
was  alleged  against  Peter  Jewett  -  except  burning  gen  Robinson’s  barn 
which  he  pretended  he  had  no  hand  in.  Said  he  was  not  incited  to  th© 
commission  the  above  atrocities  by  anyone  -  I  undertand  hia  excuse  for 
burning  his  master’s  barn  was  to  range  on  his  mistress  with  whom  he 
was  at  variance.  Ho  was  one  of  the  most  faithful  fire  watch-men  -  was 
up  2  nights  in  succession.  Was  secured  for  trial  in  Manchester  gaol. 
The  name  &f  this  unfortunate  youth  is  Worthy  Beoraan  -  between  /and 
years  of  age.  \1hat 
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renders  his  last  attempt  at  burning  more  awful  is  the  fact  that  there 
were  then  2  of  Col  Norton’s  children  in  the  chamber  asleep. 

Sunday,  July  26th  Busy  with  the  History  of  Napoloon.  Abstained  from 

going  abroad  in  the  evening. 

Thursday,  July  30th  On  the  29th  about  4  in  the  P,M, suddenly  came  up  a 

violent  shower  of  rein  which  lasted  2  hours  -  sur¬ 
prizing  many  farmers  with  large  quantities  of  hay  down  -  Our  misfor- 
tuno  probably  was  less  than  was  generally  experienced  and  that  was 
enough  -  2  tons  or  more  being  in  an  unprotected  state  during  th©  con- 
tibuance  of  that  shower  and  more  rain  that  followed  it.  Early  this 
day  (30th)  it  rained  -  father  was  ill  -  business  at  a  stand  -  after 
reading  sometime  concluded  on  going  to  Church  with  the  ladies  -  A 
fact  having  been  notified  in  the  G.M. Farmer  of  July  to  bo  kept  on 
this  day.  The  forenoon  was  consumed  in  getting  ready  -  In  spite  of 
rain  past  12  o’clock  we  reached  Mr  Black’s 
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and  there  tarried  till  the  shower  passed  away.  Before  entering  the 
Sanctuary  v/ont  on  to  Court  H.HIIX  on  business.  At  Mr  Young’s  office 
was  Bigland’ o  View  of  the  World, 5  Vol’s  -  a  title  highly  pleasing  to 
me  -  At  first  paid  attention  to  the  preaching  but  having  a  Philadel¬ 
phia  paper  with  mo  which  contained  a  great  many  sentimental  toasts  I 
foil  to  (reading)  reading  that.  So  much  I  can  say  however  respecting 
Mr  Marsh, that  he  was  reading  the  05th  Psalm  as  I  entered  the  house 
and  that  his  text  is  recorded  in  4th  verse.  The  evening  was  em¬ 

ployed  like  that  mentioned  p.266  at  Mr  Montague’s.  Was  well  suited 
with  what  took  place  there. 


Friday,  July  3l3t  At  this  time  2/3rds  of  our  hag  had  been  cut  -  moot 

of  it  put  together  in  good  order.  Some  days  had 
been  unusually  cold  -  generally  pretty  temperate  -  hardly  so  warm  as 
it  many  times  is  during  this  month.  A  draught  of  many  days  standing 
had  begun  to  pinch  vegetation  badly  from  which  w©  were  happily  reliev¬ 
ed  by  the  rains  of  the  24th  and  30th.  In  other  parts 
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of  the  country  the  drought  had  been  more  detrimental  to  crops  tliaii  it 
was  here.  It  was  pretty  well  ascertained  that  corn  would  cone  in  light 
indeed, its  progress  having  boon  extremely  slow  since  its  first  coining 
up, which  was  in  all  parts  much  later  than  usual,  No  hopes  could  be 
entertained  of  its  yielding  anything  like  a  middling  crop.  This  is  a 
general  remark.  There  wore  3ome  flourishing  fields  which  wore  a  flat¬ 
tering  aspect.  Strwborrioc  cam©  to  maturity  so  late  as  th©  20th  of 
June.  Apples  were  small  -  plums  and  all  kinds  of  fruit  were  late  in 
thoir  growth  -  which  servos  to  prove  what  sort  ofl  a  season  we  had  in 
1312. 


Saturday, August  1st  Began  harvesting  rye. 


Sunday,August  2nd  Finished  reading  the  History  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte 

was  among  lad ion  &  gentlemen  in  the  evening  at  the 
house  of  Th’s  C. Parson’s  -  Y/aited  upon  a  lady  whose  name  is  recorded 
p.  6th.  > 


Monday  evening, August  3rd  Mr  N.R. Locke  had  Sorrowed  a  drum  upon  which 

he  played  -  I  played  the  whistle  for  him  -  but 
thought  as  Solomon  say3  -  all  was  vanity  -  after  spending  an  hour  or 
two  in  that  way  reading  or  sleeping  would  have  profited  me  much  more 
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Tuesday,  August  4th  We’ll  pass  to  Wednesday. 


August  5th  Kyo  harvest  was  finished, which  was  far  from  being 

a  medium  crop;  was  very  thin  -  it  grew  on  8  acres 
-  was  heavy  eared. 

Thursday, August  6th  Were  haying  -  John  :  uncan, Ksq  mowed  among’ ct  us. 


Friday, August  7th  Began  harvesting  wheat. 

Saturday, August  8th  The  same  -  vigorously  pursued  -  Mr  Montague, son  and 

Mr  Judd  were  our  fellow  laborers. 


Sunday,  August  9th  I  was  early  prepared  to  go  to  Church  but  did  reach 

there  till  aftor  Mr  Marsh  had  collected  his  flock 
and  was  performing  pastoral  duties  in  the  midst  thereof .  In  conformi¬ 
ty  with  a  bad  practice  which  I  had  indulged  myself  in  too  much,  I  car¬ 
ried  2  books  in  my  pocket  -  Horses fo  Geography  Abgd  ant  polite  Learn¬ 
ing  -  The  latter  I  perused  on  the  road  -  the  fomer  while  Mr  M.  was 
speaking  tho  fomer  part  of  his  discourse.  The  good  man  took  his  text 
in  Proverbs,  15th  Chap’r  11th  Verse  with  which  ho  got  along  very  nicely 
so  far  as  I  followed  him  274 

To  impress  more  forcibly  the  minds  of  his  hearers  with  tho  im¬ 
portance  of  the  subject  he  road  the  whole  chapt’r  previous  to  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  Lemon/.  2*Tow  how  strictly  did  I  keep  this  Sabbath  • 

At  Mr  Montague’s  I  agreed  with  his  eldest  son  to  walk  a  mile  li.E.the 
Church  to  visit  a  field  of  broom-corn  (p.213)  and  what  added  still 
more  to  that  strictness  was  ray  inviting  with  great  earnestness  -  Mr 
Henry  Harwood  -  a  Church  member  to  join  us, when  I  knew  it  was  contra 
ry  to  his  principles  to  indulge  himself  in  ouch  perverseness.  I 
knew  too  it  was  as  easy  for  him  to  deny, as  it  was  for  me  ask, and  more 
than  that, he  had  a  fine  opportunity  to  lecture  mo  sharply, which, how- 
over  he  did  not  improve.  My  conduct  in  this  instance, was  not  influ¬ 
enced  by  boyish  roguery  -  but  through  a  wish  to  show  to  him  that  I 
desired  his  company  and  friendship.  Mr  M.  and  I  about  on©  o’clock 
marched  off  for  the  field 
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either  of  us  being  provided  with  a  book  in  which  we  read  as  we  paced 
along.  A  part  of  the  field  -  maybe  3/4  of  on  acre  and  some  particu¬ 
lar  spots  looked  tolerably  well  but  in  general  it, the  corn, was  low, 
without  a  prospect  of  its  turning  to  any  profit.  That  day  was  very 
warm  which  induced  us  to.  itarry  under  a  shade  so  long  that  when  we 
were  returning  from  the  field  wo  met  the  good  folks  on  their  way  home 
In  the  evening  a  small  collection  of  young  people, who  behaved  with 
great  propriety  and  decency  were  at  the  Harwood  Castle  -  Mr  L. Jewett, 
Mr  J.Bowdish  and  Mr  H. Mellon, and  the  misses  Montague, Campbell, Mellon 
&  Cutler  were  of  tho  party. 
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Monday , August  10th  Rainy  in  the  P.M.  which  put  a  period  to  our  reap¬ 
ing  that  day.  I  had  leisure  to  make  out  the  fol¬ 
lowing  state »t  for  1811-12 


VIheat  produced 

1811 

119 

bhls.  Disposed  of  66  bhlc 

ll/o 

021.00 

Rye  do 

do 

48 

do  do 

c!o25  do 

75 

18.75 

Corn  do 

do 

do 

3-k  do 

3/6 

2.  4 

Oats  do 

do 

75 

do 

9  do 

33 

2.97 

Potatoes  do 

do 

do 

37  do 

33 

12.21 

Cider  do 

do 

170  bar Is  do 

140  barlol.33 

135.90 

§  443.87 

Tuesday,  276 

i’hwwsday, August  11th  Rainy  the  whole  day.  Fatherpurchaoed  of  Mr  At¬ 
wood  a  female  swine, one  year  old, having  seven  in 
family  -  aged  one  month  -  for  eight  dollars  -  end  brought  them  home. 

Mr  San*l  H.BlackmGr,a  kindred  musician, was  so  good  as  to  pay  me  a  vis¬ 
it  which  was  by  no  means  unwelcome. 

Wednesday, August  12th  Ho  weather  for  making  hay  but  we  harvested 

wheat  nearly  all  day. 

Thursday, August  13th  Our  winter  grain  harvest  was  finished  early  in 

the  day. 

Friday, August  14th  Unfavorable  weather  for  haying  -  being  cloudy  end 

lowery  notwithstanding  which  we  put  up  four  small 
load  in  a  stack  -  rather  green, without  being  much  wet.-  ready  for  at¬ 
tending  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  Bennington  Battle. 

Saturday, August  15th  Joined  the  Democrats  in  their  celebration  which 

was  in  every  respect  conducted  with  that  decency 
hafcmony  and  dignified  display  of  republican  principles  which  the  occa¬ 
sion  necessarily  called  for.  The  procession  formed  about  o’clock  at 
the  C&urt  House 
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end  marched  to  the  meeting  house, where, after  taking  seats  the  audience 
formed  itself  into  a  meeting  over  which  a  chairman  was  appointed, and  a 
Secretary, who  read  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  Vermont  which  was 
unanimously  adopted.  Honfl  David  Fay, Chairman,  O.C. Merrill  Esq  Secre¬ 
tary.  An  Oration  followedepoken  by  Theoph * s  Herenton  Esq’r. 

Ho  first  called  our  attention  to  tho  object  of  our  meeting  -  en¬ 
quiring  whether  it  were  proper  for  commemoration  -  stating  the  objec¬ 
tions  thereto  -  adding  -  Shall  wo  on  account  of  the  imprudent  behav¬ 
iour  of  some  men,  give  over  our  c  onmomo  rat  ion  ?  Speaking  particularly 
of  the  Battle  -  said  he, if  only  a  f ew  hundred  or  thousands  of  men  had 
got  together, killed  and  wounded  a  few, it  would  not  be  worth  celebrating 
Many  he  thought  were  in  mourning  for  the  success  of  that  day.  He  took 
a  rapid  view  of  the  events  which  preceded  the  year  1777  -  prefaced  by 
a  few  remarks  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  social  compact  - 
holding  forth  that  at  the  age  of  21  and  18  years  every  male  and  female 
were  free  -  to  act  for  themselves  as 
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as  might  appear  most  conducive  to  their  interest  and  happiness.  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  necessary.  A  compact  might  be  entered  into  between  one  man 
and  twelve  others, by  which  the  former  would  be  empowered  to  rule  the 
latter, but  it  would-  be  binding  only  on  themselves  -  and  not  on  their 
children.  What  right  had  he  to  step  upon  the  stage  and  contract  for 
hi3  children  and  childrens  children  ?  After  adverting  to  the  deplora¬ 
ble  situation  of  our  ancestors  of  1620  ho  observed  that  there  were  two 
grand  points  in  government  -  protection  &  Subjection.  He  then  stated 
with  Historical  precision  the  circumstances  attending  tho  peopling  of 
U. England  by  the  English  in  1620.  In  his  opinion  after  they  had  organ- 


i2©d  themselves, chosen  a  gov*r  & c  -  they  were  entirely  independent  of 
G.B.  IndecdjOaid  he, they  received  no  protection  from  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  until  shear-time.  Related  in  what  manner  the  B.gov.  proceeded  to 
lay  taxes  on  their  Colonies  and  how  they  wore  nobly  resisted  by  our  pat 
riotic  fathers 
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jhen  ho  come  to  that  part  of  our  history  which  is  distinguished  by  the 
commencement  of  the  B.TJar  ho  reviewed  the  distracted  condition  of  our 
country.  In  those  days  the  Tories  magnified  the  resources  of  G.Brit’n 
and  in  speaking  out  that  great  name  they  would  draw  it  out  as  long  as 
they  could  cound  Great  Briiian.  To  this  ho  opposed  the  language  and 
conduct  of  the  Whigs  which  was  resolute  and  manly  as  is  well  known  to 
all  those  who  read  American  History.  He  very  justly  styled  the  wax  a 
most  cruel  one  -  exceeding  Savage  Brutality.  Those  who  wore  by  some  c 
called  the  protectors  of  our  religion  were  guilty  of  buying  the  scalps 
of  our  citizens  -  Hero  the  orator  depict’d  the  scene  of  the  progress  of 
the  arms  of  Brit’n  -  the  flight  of  our  soldiery  and  northern  settlers  - 
the  brave  stand  made  at  this  place  -  the  patriotic  sentiments  which  per 
vaded  all  classes  -  especially  tho  ladies  -  before  and  after  the  battle 
-  in  language  so  expressive  and  so  affectionate  -  that  not  a  few  of  his 
hearers  could  r of rain  from  tears. 
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Having  brought  us  to  tho  conclusion  of  the  war  he  brought  into  view  the 
form  of  the  B.Gov’mt  -  inferring  from  thence  what  must  be  our  situation 
wore  v/e  still  under  it.  Mentioned  tho  law  in  England  respecting  suicide 
which  goes  to  confiscate  the  property  of  him  who  is  guilty  of  it  - 
Likewise  the  priest-tax, which  amounts  to  one-tenth  of  every  man’s  inconB 
or  whatever  his  labor  or  lands  produce  -  Compared  the  English  and  U.S. 
Govem’nto  together, after  showing  in  what  a  wretched  condition  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Commonalty  is  placed  -  holding  out  to  tho  audience  on  the  one  side 
a  hideous  picture  of  profligacy  and  woeful  oppression  prevailing  among 
them, and  on  tho  other  an  accurate  portrait  of  Freedom,  Independence  and 
the  industrious  habits  of  our  countrymen.  He  proceeded  to  relate  the 
proceedings  of  tho  Convention  of  in  1787  -  in  which  he  said  there  wore 
two  groat  interests  in  opposition  to  each  other  -  Agricultural  and  Com¬ 
mercial,  the  nature  of  which  he  explained  in  appropriate  terms. 
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The  orator  closed  with  a  severe  lashing  of  tho  "ashington  B. Society,  a 
description  of  tho  character  of  tho  British  Spy  -  John  Henry, which  in 
the  estimation  of  the  speaker  applied  to  many  of  our  countrymen^,  -  and 
on  exhortation  to  educate  our  children  as  the  principal  means  by  which 
our  liberty  and  independence  would  be  preserved. 

Owoing  to  want  of  education  Judge  H.  delivered  his  oration  in  a 
rough  style, tho’  it  was  easily  comprehended  -  and  what  greatly  injured 
hio  speaking  was,  his  adopting  what  is  usually  called  the  Baptist  Tone. 

Roligcoua  exorcises  were  performed  by  a  gentleman  from  Pownal,Mr 

The  procession  returned  to  tho  Bower  and  ended  tho  day  in  fostive 

joys. 

Tho  proceedings  of  the  Day  v/cre  published  in  the  Oreen  Mountain 
Farmer  of  August  17th- 19th 

At  !  Sr  Cushman’ 3  previous  to  tho  formation  of  tho  procession  -  had 
the  exquisite  pleasure  of  hearing  the  Clarionet  &  Violin  play 
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ed  most  gracefully  by  Messrs  Cross.  Tho  weather  was  not  so  fe 

favorable  as  could  have  been  desired, being  cloudy  and  somewhat  rainy, it 
however  did  not  break  in  upon  the  pleasures  of  the  day. 

Sunday,  August  16th  Geography  engrossed  much  of  my  attention.  Our  lit¬ 
tle  Band, which  was  wont  to  meet  on  Lord’s  day  eve’ga 
vae  this  evening  ass ambled  at  Hr  Montague’s. 


t 


•v 


>  ' 


<4 


V  • 


i 


. 


‘  '4.; 


J.  •- 


.1}  ' 


t 


V.  • 


Monday, August  17th  The  Washington  B. Society  met  at  Arlington  to  cele¬ 

brate  the  16th  -  very  raininy  in  the  morning  -  but 
held  up  during  the  P.M,  Continuing  cloudy  -  no  hay  weather. 

Tuesday,  August  18th  Haying  was  prosecuted  with  spirit, although  the 

weather  was  extremely  inauspicious.  John  Buncan^Esq 
was  a  bravo  assistant. 

edneaday, August  19  Thick  cloudy  weather  still  continues  -  our  hay  was 

thrown  into  a  large  stack  erected  in  that  pasture 
noted,  p.129  -  March  23rd. 

Thursday,  Aug.  20th  Bad  hay  weather  cont 'd 

Friday,  Aug. 21st  A  very  rainy  gloomy  day.  283 

Saturday,  Aug. 22nd  A  company  of  military  exempts  was  organised  in  this 

town,  a  meeting  of  the  martial  Band  of  the  Regi¬ 
ment  to  which  I  belong  took  place  on  the  2l3i.  On  account  of  the  wot 
weather  many  were  absent.  I  should  have  attended  had  I  supposed  it 
would  have  drawn  together  no  more  than  it  did. 

It  ceased  raining  past  10  A.M.of  this  day;  but  there  was  a  hard 
shower  in  the  F.M.  attended  with  thunder  which  ended  the  storm.  Those 
rains  were  highly  detrimental  to  hay  and  grain  exposed  to  them 

Mrs  Mercy  Hall, widow  of  Mr  Ha'n  Hall  arrivod  from  t/Illismstown 
(Maas),  and  made  a, particularly  my  mother, a  most  agreeable  visit.  Ap¬ 
peared  much  engaged  in  religion  and  conversed  sensibly  on  that  and  oth¬ 
er  subjects.  She  appeared  to  be  a  person  of  agreeable  manners  and  good 
information.  A  neice  of  my  mother.  Tho  lady  started  for  home  this  P.M 
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Sunday,  Aug.  16th  Read  geography,  spent  tho  evening  among  my  young 

friends  at  Mr  Montagues. 

A  very  awkward  repetition  lias  here  occurred. 

#  *  %  , 

Sunday,  Aug.  23rd  Is  the  day  of  which  I  ought  here  to  speak.  The 

rains  having  subsided  we  considered  it  necessary 
to  improve  the  favorable  opportunity  in  drying  our  winter  wheat  -  which 
was  cohsiderably  injured.  In  the  evening  -  was  at  the  house  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  Washingtonian  where  I  conversed  raid  read  till  9  o' clock.  Politics 
and  Religion  were  the  topics.  Borrowed  a  Shaker  book  called  Christ's 
Second  Appearance.  Had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  book, before  leaving 
home,  in  which  I  learned  a  part  in  the  play  intit  led  -  The  Male  Coquette 
-  Capt.  Flash  -  Acted  at  Mr  Joseph  House's  -  March  1803  -HA  Fay, pre¬ 
cept  or. 

Aug. 24th, 25th  and  26th  Our  winter- grain  was  dried  as  well  as  time 

would  permit  and  cai'tod  in.  In  the  P.M.  of  the 
26th  worked  for  Mr  Judd  in  haying.  That  evening  I  was  requested  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  Mr  Parsons  amonst  gentlemen  and  ladies  from  the  S.part  of  tho 
town.  Being  under  the  opperniion  of  a  violent  cold 
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I  had  no  desire  to  visit  company, but  to  please  them, in  regard  to  music, 

I  went . '  They  were  in  gay  append, and  I  in  my  dud-.. 

Thursday, Aug. 27th  ...  Engaged  in  business  which  is  suited  to  the  season. 

Ploughing. 

Friday, Aug.  28th  In  the  P.M.  again  in  neighbor  Judd's  service.  It 

was  now  well  understood  that  Capt.San'l  Blackmer 
Jun'r  did  not  mean  to  order  out  his  coi?pany  on  tho  3rd  and  4th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  according  to  Gen'l  Orders. 
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Saturday  ,  Aug*  29th  Houghing  was  urged  pretty  hard  with  3  teams. 

Exc  client  weather . 

Sunday, Aug.  30th  Wrote  a  long  latter  to  Widow  Anno  Waters  of  Stock 

bridge  in  which  I  explained  away  a  miound or stand¬ 
ing  which  had  taken  place  between  us.  -  inofrmed  hor  that  my  mother 
and  grandfather  were  out  of  health  -  wrote  a  hurry  concerning  my  suc¬ 
cess  and  opinion  msongst , and  of  the  fair  cox  with  observations  on  mat¬ 
rimony.  Re  -nested  hor  to  pay  uo  a  visit, which  she  had  promised  in  tho 
Fell  -  Gave  sketch  of  Mr  Fairchild’s  letter  (page  258)  and  closed  with 
a  few  remarks  on  the  Bulwark  of  our  Religion. 
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Monday, Aug  31st.,  Worked  another  P for  Mr  Judd,  Mr  Montague vb 

people  invited  me,  Mr  Lock©  and  the  Misoeo  Lydia 
and  Mercy  Harwood  and  Iiary  H. Campbell  to  cone  in  and  so©  their  cousin 
Calvin  Montague  of  V/illianc  College  -  which  wo  did  -  and  were  intro  due 
ed  to  the  gentleman  whom  we  found  to  be  agreeable  and  wo  12.  bred, 
hews  of  Gen*  1  Hull’s  defeat  was  rec’d.  This  year  English,  grain  in 
these  parts  came  in  light  -  corn  poor  -  Grass  very  good.  To  the  drou- 
ght , complained  of  July, succeeded  a  very  wet  time  in  the  present  month w 
which  damaged  grain, stacked  in  the  field, materially . 

Tuesday, Sept  1st,,  In  iho  P.l  .  attended  the  Foil  end  put  in  Democrat¬ 
ic  votes, but  nevertheless  had  the  mortification  to 
see  my  party  out- voted  in  choosing  Representative,  Wm  Henry  Fa  was 
the  democratic  arid  Capt. Elijah  Dewey  the  Federal  candidate.  The  lat¬ 
ter  was  carried  by  two  votes  only.  Galuaha  had  Chit t end *n 

votes.  I  had  an  impassioned  political  discourse  with  my  friend  Jolm 
Horton  Jun'r.  Groat  joy  was  manifested  by  the  federalists  when  it  v/as 
known  hew  the  election  had  turned.  Conversed  a  few  minutes  with  John 
F. Billing  of  Charlestown,  3. Carolina. 
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1  ednes day, Sept F  2nd.,  Our  wheat  ground  had  been  ploughed  over  the  2nd 

time. 

Friday, Sept  4th.,  Very  early  in  the  morning,  xay  father, Messrs  Jonas  & 

Ira  Harwood , myself  and  friend  Locke, sot  off  for 
Sunderland  where  wo  arrived  about  8  o’clock  at  the  house  of  Mr  Ezra 
Ihipple  with  whom  we  breakfasted.  He  appeared  extremely  pleased  at 
seeing  us  and  was  very  ooeiaolo  on  tho  subject  of  war  -  making  use  of 
many  sailor  phrases  to  illustrate  his  ideas. 

/bout  a  mile  11.  of  his  house  was  the  field  in  which  the  Brigade  of 
Gen  Robex'ta  had  maneuvered  tho  preceding  day, and  to  which  they  (the 
different  companies',  were  marching  from  their  respective  encampments 
in  the  morning.  After  br oak fasting  wo  walked  down  to  the  field  where 
the  military  made  a  very  handsome  appearance, particularly  the 
Manchester  and  Rupert  Artillery  who  performed  several  evolutions  with 
elegance  £  alacrity.  The  Brigade  was  formed  in  a  hollow  square  while 
tho  Reverend  Ur  Failoy  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace, which  was  done  in 
so  low  a  tone  of 
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voice  that  those  who  were  at  a  distance  could  not  understand  what  ho 
saiu. 

The  Military  Exempts  of  Ranch  gter  embodied  and  march  into  tho 
field  with  great  honours  -  A  salute  was  fired  by  tho  ’rtillery  -  Echoed 
by  the  drums  and  fifes.  The  Rupert  band, who so  performance  v/ao  exquis- 
itly  pleasing, played  for  them.  Gen.  D.Rob.inson,Gov.  Galuoha  and  Judge 
J.  Robinson  severally  addressed  them.  I  was  present  only  when  the  lat¬ 
ter  gentleman  spoke.  Cov  G’e  speech  was  firm, mild  and  patriotic. 

Judge  R’s  was  more  spirited  and  animating.  He  thought  our  situation 
very  alarming , more  on  account  of  intestine  divisions  than  anything  else 


vi©  left  the  field  about  2o* clock  P.M.  and  reached  hone  near  sunset.  Two 
fine  days  for  training.  Thore  were  two  bands  of  music  -  of  which  that 
called  the  Rupert  Band  per formed  with  the  greatest  accuracy,  lire  me 
Maters  arrived  from  Stockbridge.  299 


Saturday, Sept. 5th  ‘  ith  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  pleasure  I  worked 

with  my  team  in  the  furrowed  field  -  Perhaps  I  never 
relished  that  employment  better, becauso  I  soon  expected  to  be  called  in 
to  a  field  far  less  pleasing  to  me  -  and  one  which  produces  a  certain 
imaginary  vegetable  that,  every  farmer  cannot  reap  -  and  rather  doubted 
my  ability  to  perform  bo  difficult  a  task  -  however  as  I  had  volunteered 
could  see  no  reasonable  way  or  honorable  way  of  backing  out.  Received 
Orders  from  Sergt  Green  Blackmer  to  march  to  Henry  Huntington’s  in 
Shaftsbury  on  the  10th  inat. 


Sunday  Sept  6th.,  Moved  the  pen  slowly. 


Monday,  Sept.  7thFroparations  by  my  mother  and  others  of  tho  family  were 

made  for  my  departure  to  the  H*  '  hile  I  wrs  getti 
ting  ready  to  visit  town  the  venerable  Mr  r'illiam  Mellon, one  of  the 
worthies  of  *76  came  in  and  spoke  with  no  respecting  the  situation  of 
my  Mind  -  I  answered  him  that  it  was  regular  and  serene  -  tho  old 
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gentleman  thon  related  some  of  his  own  military  experiences.  Ho  said 
he  never  had  the  fortune  to  bo  in  battle, but  had  been  in  ouch  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  to  expect  nothing  elee  less  -  at  the  taking  of  Burgoyne. 

Rearing  tho  firing  not  far  distant  he  and  those  who  wore  with  him  on 
seeing  a  parcel  of  red-coats  present  themoolveo  over  a  small  eminence 
after  the  cessation  of  the  firing, prepared  to  receive  then  v/armly  - 
he  said  he  cast  his  cye3  around  him  and  witnessed  many  pale  faces 
among  his  officers.  But  to  their  joy  they  proved  to  be  prisoners  of 
war.  A^eeable  to  a  request  of  Serjt  Blackmer  vient  to  McE  owens  -  saw 
many  of  my  old  acquaintance  who  asked  me  if  I  intended  to  march  - 
answered  that  I  did.  Felt  rathor  too  serious  for  a  brave  Volunteer 
and  had  not  muscular  government  enough  to  prevent  some  bad  passages 
being  read  in  ay  long  fiz.  **eld  a  conversation  of  some  length  with  my 
old  friend 
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and  former  school- fellow, Mr  Elisha  Smith, on  tho  business  which  I  was 
now  about  to  undertake  -  in  which  I  owned  how  reluctantly  I  should 
leave  home  but  tho’t  it  were  as  proper  to  be  me  as  any  other  porson. 
Marched  up  to  J.T, Robinson  *s  where  I  saw  a  number  of  Democratic  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  were  rejoicing  to  hoar  how  well  the  Dom.  Ticket  had  run  in 
such  parts  of  the  State  as  they  had  heard  from.  Moat  of  tho  men  draft 
ed  in  this  town  met  this  P.M.  on  Court  House  Kill  to  consult  on  the 
grand  expedition  which  they  were  soon  to  undertake.  Bought  blank  book 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  Journal  during  my  absence.  Deposited  in 
the  Post  Office  a  letter  to  my  cousin  Abijah  Harwood  of  Albany  -  from 
his  sister  Ruth.  In  the  evening  had  the  pleasure  of  gallanting  a 
young  lady  of  the  neighborhood  from  c&pt .Harwood  * c  to  her  place  of 
abode.  30-> 


Tueed  ay, Sept.  3th  Having  spent  the  day  moot  agreeably  in  the  field, 
attended  a  ball  at  Mr  House’s  in  the  evening.  The  following  list  com¬ 
prises  the  names  of  most  of  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  were,  Messrs 
John  Billing  -  John  Horton  Jun.,Elishn  Smith,Buckley  Squire, Luther 
Smith, Haary  Mellon,  Jcoso  Loomis  Jun’r,  Runroy  Smith,  Gideon  House, 
Erastuo  Montague,  and  H&th’l  R.  Locke  -  likowiso  Mr  Levi  Jowott  and  Mr 
Sam’l  Loomis  and  his  lady  ©xf^eetatieue-  'spectators.  Tho  ladies  were 
the  Misses,  Lydia  House,  Sophia  Billing,  Triphony  and  Lydia  Jowott, 
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Clarissa  Barney*  Sally  Loomis,  Harriet  Llellen,  Clarissa  Norton  and  her 
sister®  Luc rot ia  and  Laura,  Mary  Campbell,  Lydia  Harwood  &  Theo’a 
Montagu©  -  quite  a  scrumptious  Ball  with  two  fiddlers  -  Cal  Sharp  and 
Dan  Case, 

edne cday, Sept  9th  The  boll  had  continued  till  past  mid-night  and  I 

growing  sleepy  and  being  tired  of  looking  on  went 
to  bed  and  rested  about  an  hour  and  then  rising  early  sot  my  face  to¬ 
ward  a  home. 
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which  I  hoped  to  roach  ©ro  tho  rising  of  the  cun, but  how  surprized  was 
I  when  I  found  Mr  Parson’s  waggon  in  which  Locke  and  Montague  were  con 
veying  two  young  ladies,  near  Mr  E.T.Locke’s  with  tho  gearing  broken 
in  3uch  a  manner  as  to  separate;  tho  hinder  from  (forepart)  fore  wheels 
Did  not  stand  long  to  view  the  wreck  but  walked  on  -  had  not  gone  far 
when  I  mot  my  two  friends  returning  with  their  horses  (having  soon 
their  ladies  oafo  homo}  to  draw  home  their  broken  waggon. 

Wont  back  with  them  and  assisted  about  putting  it  together  and 
without  further  trouble  we  all  reached  homo  about  9  o’clock  in  the 
morning. 

Four  hundred  Massachusetts  regulars  marched  into  town  that  day 
and  encamped  in  Judge  Robinson’s  meadow  -  under  the  command  of  Col 
Lamed  -  on  their  way  to  Plattsburg. 

Many  people  in  town  presented  thorn  with  presents  of  provisions, 
eider,  &c. 
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To  preserve  the  continuity  of  icr  Harwood*  a 
narrative  the  ’blank  book*  purchased  by  him 
on  September  7th  (  page  3C1  )  for  the  pur  - 
pose  of  keeping  a  Journal  during  his  absence, 
is  here  inserted,  its  first  21  pages  are  num¬ 
bered;  the  remaining  pages  are  not  numbered. 

In  thoir  copying  the  separate  pages  can  be 
determined  by  the  space  left  after  each  page. 

Edv/ard  L.  Bates,  Sec’y 
Bennington  Battle  Monument  and 
Historical  'ssociation. 


June  21st.,  1923 
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Th©  Property  of 


Mr  Hiram  Harwood  Bennington, Sept. 7th. ,1812 

”  1 

Thursday, Sept. 10th ,,1812  For  three  or  four  days  preceding  this  I  was  & 

in  a  melancholy  frame  of  mind, but  now  became 
more  cheerful, thought  as  little  ao  I  could  of  parting  with  oy  friends 
and  dilli gently  joined  with  them  in  preparing  for  a  six  months  cam¬ 
paign.  Gratitude  forbids  me  ever  to  forget  the  kind  osciotanc©  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  ay  Mother,  my  eldest  eistor,  couain  Faith,  and  all  my  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends  -  especially  my  father  -  on  this  occasion.  Every¬ 
thing  being  in  readiness  for  ny  departure  I  took  an  affectionate  leave 
of  my 
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aged  Grandfather  who  dropped  a  word  or  two  of  advice, adding  it  is  not 
likely  you  will  ever  see  me  again.  I  wish  you  well.  This  scone  caused 
me  to  struggle  with  all  ray  might  against  a  torrent  of  suppressed  tears 
which  I  was  determined  should  not  fall  at  this  time.  Therefore  I 
avoided  shaking  hands  or  looking  the  others  directly  in  the  f  ace,  but 
ran  off  as  fast  as  I  could.  TJhat  tried  my  feelings  almost  equal  to 
anything  that  took  place  that  day  was  seeing  my  eldest  sister  bathed 
in  tears  just  as  I  turned  ray  back  to  go  out  of  the  house  -  A  sight 
which  I  have  very  rarely  witnessed  on  any  occasion  since  she  arrived 
to  years  of  discretion.  Friend  Locke  and  I  rod©  off  in  a  waggon  with 
my  father.  We  had  to  make  a  halt  on  C. House  Hill  to  accomodate  the 
select-men  about  carrying  a  few  articles  of  th©  military  kind  to 
Shaftsbury.  During  which  period  I  sat  in  the  waggon  pondering  rather 
too  natch  on  the  business  before  me  which  gave 

ray  countenance  a  worse  appearance  than  my  feelings  would  sanction. 

Some  of  ray  friends  would  pass  compliments  with  me  and  say  you  feel 
heart- whole, don’t  you  -  Yes,  I  would  tell  them  when  they  read  very  dif¬ 
ferently  in  my  fore- head.  A  soldier  of  the  U.S.Ara^  rode  with  us  till 
we  cam®  to  on©  of  their  baggage  waggons  in  the  5. part  of  Shaftsbury 
which  broke  down.  There  we  set  him  down.  Ho  was  a  noisy  rattle 
brained  fellow^Bartlet  by  name.  At  Mr  Z.  Harwood’s  we  made  a  short 
stop  -  took  come  boiled  cider  with  then  and  bade  them  Good  Bye. 

fr rived  at  Huntington’s  between  1  and  2  P.M.  A  great  part  of  the 
P.M,  was  spent  in  preparation  and  collecting  the  company  -  those  detach 
ed  from  P owned  did  arrive  till  near  sunset.  Previous  to  that  Lieut 
Lr.cy  paraded, march  his  men  into  Huntington’s  orchard  -  every  man  hav¬ 
ing  his  knapsack  slung, and  there  mustered  thorn.  We 

were  marched  from  Huntington’s  to  the  mooting  house  and  back  again  - 
treated  and  dismissed  *  X  was  accepted  as  fifer  by  Gapt  Sara’l  Cross  - 
commander  of  the  company.  Hover  played  for  a  company  in  my  life  till 
this  P.LI.  The  Pownal  detachment  brought  with  thorn  a  druraraor  and  fifer. 
Numbers  detached  from  Bennington  brought  forward  substitutes  who  wore 
accepted.  Many  of  the  citizens  of  that  town  were  present  this  P.M. 

News  was  industriously  circulated  that  there  wero  in  Canada  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Montreal  twelve  thousand  regular/  Portugeese  troops. 

In  the  evening  I  fonaod  come  acquaintance  with  my  brother  fifer, 
Heheaiah  Hines  Russel, and  with  him  and  others  lodged  at  Mr  Oliver  ’/hip¬ 
pie’s  whose  hispitality  afforded  us  a  good  supper.  Mr  Rua’l  and  I 
played  the  flute  together  and  other  gentfn  and  two  ladies  present  oang 
Psalms  during  the  evening, 
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Friday, Copt  11th  Broakf acted  along  with  my  Bennington  comrades  on 


boiled  or  baked  fresh  mutton  end  messling  bread, tho  cover  of  a  neat  bar 
rel  served  as  a  table,  /.bout  10  o’clock  A. II*  the  Colony  was  paraded 
and  remained  on  the  ground  for  sometime.  Before  we  marched  friend  Rue ski 
took  his  hot  and  collocted  cash  to  the  amount  of  $1.60  cents  from  the 
spectators  .for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  treat  to  tho  comp’y  which  was  in 
part  furnish’d  them  on  the  spot.  TThen  we  moved  from  Huntington’s  a 
little  ceremony  ma  observed  on  the  part  of  both  soldiers  and  spectators 
Tho  Company  marched  a  few  rod3  from  H’s  down  the  road  -  wheeled  to  the 
loft  -  Major  Fdihu  Cross  at  our  lead  -  and  advanced  toward  the  meeting 
house  between  two  rows  of  spectators  on  both  sides  of  the  road  -  the 
music  playing  -  or  rather  making  attempts  to  play  to  tho  Gen* la  Salute 
as/  they  passed  (by)  thro*  then. 
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Friday, Sopt  11th  We  proceeded  on  our  way  till  wo  passed  the  gov'r 

house, where  the  music  badly  executed  the  salute  - 
whoeled  to  the  left  -  repassod  the  gov’r  house  -  wheel  again  -  marched 
till  in  front  of  the  mansion  houso  and  thon  halted,  ^ere  his  Mxc  llency 
delivered  a  short  but  patriotic  address  calculated  to  soothe  and  prepare 
our  minds  to  meet  v/hate  or  obstacles  might  be  thrown  in  our  way  -  and 
then  brought  on  his  bottle  with  the  contents  of  which  the  conp’y  wao  v/el 
served  Some  hoarty  toasts  were  given  by  several  of  tho  spectators  -  Ur 
Youn^  hoped  we  should  exocute  our  business  spoodily  and  successfully  and 
return  with  our  faces  chitling  as  Moses*  did  when  he  cone  down  from  the 
Mount , 

Tho  Company  once  more  moved  forward  parting  with  moot  of  their 
friends,who  returned  home, except  a  few  who  accompanied  then  to  ’rlington 
where  we  dined  -  and  others  that  v/ent  on  to  Manchester  -  where  we  arrived 
between  7  and  3  in  tho  evening.  I  never  was  so  far 
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H.  as  this  before,  /bout  a  mile  S.  of  the  village  a  gentleman  fell  in 
and  walked  with  me  to  Roach  where  the  company  took  up  their  quarters  - 
I  had  considerable  conversation  with  him  -  found  him  to  be  -  Burton, 
the  High  Bailiff  -  he  likewise  enquired  for  my  nativity  and  parentage, 
which  I  correctly  gave  him.  lie  appeared  greatly  encouraged  about  taking 
possession  of  the  Canada's  -  said  they  could  not  r;.  iso  over  10  thousand 
regulars  -  and  I  think  he  said  including  Militia  -  not  more  than  30,000. 
Great  bustle  and  confusion  pervaded  all  parts  of  Roacho's  house.  After 
taking  a  soldiers  supper  I  retired  my  lodgings  on  a  load  of  hay  in  R'3 
barn.  All  our  neighbors  and  friends  when  vq  loft  them  and  strangers  on 
tho  road, friendly  to  the  causo, heartily  wished  us  success  and  a  safe  re¬ 
turn.  The  gov’r  v/ent  with  uo  to  Arlington  -  Sam  B. Young  to  Manchester  - 
From  this  day  -ill  I  arrived  in  Burlington  I  was 
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separated  fren  my  friend  Locke  who  with  Mr  John  Knapp  formed  a  guard  over 
the  baggage-waggon  of  Thomas  Abell  Jun’r. 

Saturday,  Sept  12th  The  preceding  night  seemed  long  owing  to  a  now  way  of 

lodging  -  however  I  reposed  myself  tolerably  well.  A 
detachment  of  U.S. Regulars  encamped  in  the  village  p  who  had  marched  from 
Boston  sometime  beforo  -  these  I  v/ent  to  view  in  the  morning  just  before 
they  marched  off  •  tho't  thoy  appeared  well.  Capt  Hopkins  of  the  rtiller 
y  belonging  to  the  1st  Reg’t  detached  Militia, with  e  considerable  part  of 
his  comp'y  -  fired  a  Salute  as  he  marched  off  •  his  music  playing  Yankee 
Doodle  in. a  lively  strain.  Capt  Cross  when  he  marchod  out  ordered  his  mu¬ 
sic  to  follow  their  example, but  unfortunately  it  was  not  in  their  power 
and  their  attempt  at  it  was  worse  than  if  they  had  (I  was  going  to  say) 
dissolved  disobeyed  orders.  One  man  was  disch;  rged  at  Manchester  as  unfit 
to  go  through  the  campaign*  It  happened  to  be  my  friend  Isaac  Godfrey  of 
Bennington 
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V/o  halted  at  Hammond  *  a  in  Dorset  where  was  collected  a  large  number  of 
citizens  and  dr.  fted  soldiers  -  among  whom  was  Col  Mart indale, his  son  & 
other  officers  -  saw  some  of  the  Harwood's  of  upert  and  shook  hands  wife 
with  them  -  All  conversation  was  on  war  -  nothing  else  could  bo  heard 
among  the  crowd.  The  greatest  satisfaction  I  could  find  was  in  retiring 
to  the  back  part  ef  the  house  where  1  seated  myself  by  a  well  of  excell¬ 
ent  cold  water  of  which  I  drank  freely  and  amused  myself  playing  the 
flute.  I  happened  to  strike  up  Gillie rankle  which  appeared  to  suit  the 
ears  of  the  by- stand  era  extremely  well  -  among  these  was  a  youth  not  far 
from  my  age  -  a  musician  and  student  in  physic  -  who  was  very  anxious  to 
learn  the  p.  ece  -  asked  the  notes  of  me  -  with  which  I  could  not  oblige 
him  as  I  had  not  a  cpy  of  them  with  me.  I  promised  to  take  them  down 
from  memory  when  X  should  arrive  at  Head-  uartors.  / skod  hie  name  so  as 
to  know  to  whom  to  direct  then  -  Ho  said  it  was  alter  Shunway  -  expected 
shortly  to  come  to  Burlington  to  practice  physic.  10 

This  young  gentleman  whose  manners  were  winning  and  pleasing  showed 
great  fondness  for  music  and  dancing,and  with  others  pursuaded  Mi  Th's 
Manchester, our  fiddler, to  take  his  instrument  into  the  Ball  chamber 
where  soldiers  and  citizens  promiscuously  joined  together  and  shuffled 
away  all  their  heavy  thoughts.  About  Z  In  the  P.M.  ws  took  up  our  march 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  Freeman's  in  Rupert  who  re  a  short  halt  was  made. 
Th©  Canada  Hymn  sung  -  tun©  Mortality  -  a  treat  roc'd  from  come  of  the 
citizens, and  then  we  v/ent  on  -  to  Fitehr  in  Pav/let.  Friend  T”hipple  &  1 
obtained  lodgings  at  a  private  house  S.  of  F*s  -  the  owner  of  which  is  a 
lawyer  named  Harmon  -  a  young  nan  lived  with  him  that  played  the  Clario¬ 
net.  I  practiced  seme  with  him, but  not  with  a  great  degree  of  pleasure. 

II  is  lady  sang  agreoabljr.  Our  boys  were  lewd  and  noisy  on  the  road  -  too 
much  so  to  bo  within  the  bounds  decency  or  candour. 
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Sunday,  Sept  13th  My  generous  host  would  receive  nothing  of  my  friend 

or  me  for  good  lodging, for  which  we  returned  him  our 
sincere  thanks.'  Re  left  Fitch's  at  8  in  the  morning-  passed  capt'a  Hopki 
ns  &  Straights  companies  on  our  left  cooking  or  perhaps  eating  or  I  will 
say  breakfasting  near  the  Meeting  House.  Halted  at  Roberts  in  Granville 
and  refreshed.  Bought  mo  a  dinner  of  br3ad  and  butter, crackers  &  cheese 
with  cider  -  for  l/o  York  after  which  my  spirits  were  revived  having  been 
fatigued  on  the  march,  nother  holt  was  made  at  Hyde's  in  Poultncy,her© 

I  saw  a  couple  of  fine  girls,  /t  night  v/o  nw-.de  c  ctand  at  Beaman's  in  tb 
the  came  place  c  mile  or  two  farther  li.  Supper  was  prepared  a  soon  aa 
time  permit  -  being  obliged  to  cook  our  food  in  borrowed  utensils  -  oven 
fires  struck  up  in  the  highway  -  Ono  lady  I  know  was  very  kind  to  us  - 
lot  us  have  as  many  potatoes  as  we  desired  -  a  plate  full  of  pickled  cu¬ 
cumbers  and  directed  us  to  a  lady  who  supplied  us  with  groon  ones.  I  and 
(and)  a  number  moro  lodged  at  her  house  that  night  (which  was  dark  and 
rainy  with 
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out  being  taxed  a  cent  for  it.  I  ought  to  mention  that  there  were  two 
families  in  this  house,  I  slept  well  except  being  disturbed  sometime  by 
two  or  three  young  bucks  in  an  adjoining  shoe-maker's  chamber  who  v/o re 
fixibg  off  one  of  their  companions  to  join  the  Detached  Militia.  Before 
going  to  rest  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  a  good  player  sound  the  flute 
The  Company  behaved  themselves  with  great  propriety  on  the  road  for  which 
I  will  give  them  credit.  The  rood  in  which  we  performed  this  day's  march 
passes  through  an  unpleasant  rocky  and  in  some  parts  sandy  country. 

Monday,  Sept  14th  This  morning  the  Company  was  drawn  up  for  the  purpose 

of  choosing  an  Orderly  Sergeant  -  two  methods  of  doing 
this  was  proposed  to  thorn  -  one  was  by  vote  and  the  other  by  lot  -They  de- 


cided  it  should  b©  by  lot  -  and  accordingly  it  fell  to  Sergt  Chafee. 

c  left  Seamans *  about  7  in  the  morning,  ft tor  marching  a  couple  of 
miles  or  thereabouts  we  cam©  to  a  house  where  the  women  presented  uc 
wish  as  many 
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wild  plums, apples  and  cucu,  ere  we  we  could  wish  for  and  likewise  cold 
water  in  abundance.  Except  taking  a  draught  of  water  I  partook  of  none 
of  the  bounty  but  was  pic  sod  to  see  how  merry  the  young  lads  were  whife 
while  conversing  with  the  ladies  who  were  far  from  being  bashful.  Be¬ 
tween  12  and.  2  we  halted  and  refreshed  at  Carver’s  in  Castleton  -  from 
thence  our  march  extended  along  a  very  Ire ary  dreary  and  lonesome  road 
to  Hyde’s  in  Sudbury.  I  am  a  rather  too  fast.  I  ought  to  notice  our 
halt  at  Ueeker’s  in  Hubbard  ton.  -  where  we  ate  dinner  —  I  am  not  cor¬ 
rect  in  saying  it  was  late  when  we  halted  at  Carver’s  -  perhaps  it  was 
not  far  from  10  in  the  A. LI.  m  (Hub)  Sudbury  not  far  S.  of  Hyde’s 
friend  Saia’l  Whipple  and  I  called  at  a  private  house  where  thoy  gave  uo 
a  dish  of  broad  and  milk  -  the  Old  Man  felt  spirited  enough  in  the  caue 
Talked  like  a  hearty  Whig.  We  thanked  him  for  his  generosity  towards 
us  and  pursued  our  journey.  14 

'  hippie  and  7  sought  uartors  at  a  private  house  half  a  mile  K.  of  Ifte 
the  Inn  at  which  our  companions  tarried.  Here  w©  met  with  a  very  liv©£ 
sociable  lass  named  Susan  T.Percey  who  appeared  to  be  greatly  interested 
in  the  fate  of  the  young  drafted  soldiers  -  seemed  to  be  anxious  to  do 
them  every  kindness  in  her  power.  Mr  W.  obliged  her  and  a  neighboring 
young  lady  with  the  new  Canadian  hymn, and  I  gave  then  a  few  pieces  from 
the  flute, which  carried  my  thoughts  swiftly  back  to  Bennington.  ,v/here  I 
hod  so  often  played  them  in  undisturbed  solitude.  -  those  who  have  ex¬ 
perienced  sensations  of  that  kind  can  more  easily  conceive  than  I  or  any 
one  can  describe  them  -  the  state  of  my  mind  at  this  tine  -  t  the  usual 
hour  we  retired  to  very  decent  and  good  lodgings. 

Tuesday, Bept.  15th  On  taking  leave  of  our  land-lord  we  offered  him  pay 

but  he  would  accept  of  none.  o  thanked  him  and  wei 
went  our  way.  The  morniiV'  was  pier  cant  but  very 
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cool  which  was  highly  favorable  to  uo  as  we  were  obliged  to  march  five 
miles  before  taking  breakfast  -  which  was  did  at  alkers  in  Uhiting. 

Here  a  few  of  our  heroes  e 3cended  a  stair-case  between  the  sign-posts, 
which  led  up  into  a  bower  -  and  sung  the  Canadian  hynm  with  peculiar  ac¬ 
cent.  At  this  place  we  obtained  apples  which  we  fryed  for  sauce.  In 
Cornwell  I  met  and  spoke  with  I'Tfi  John  F. Billing  who  was  on  his  way  to 
Bennington.  Saw  Capt  Dinzrick  Nr&inard  with  whom  I  had  been  acquainted 
when  iuite  young  -  appeared  to  be  in  high  spirits' and  hearty  in  the  pres 
ort  contest  between  America  and  G.B.  t  Foote’s  in  Cornwall  Mr  Jonas 
Billing, another  old  ac iuaintance, shook  hands  with  me.  Ho  expressed  grot 
great  warmth  in  the  business  of  taking  Canada, and  with  a  groat  many  nor$ 
expressed  violent  indignation  at  the  conduct  of  Con. Hull.  Within  about 
3/4’s  of  the  village  of  Fiddlebury  we  halted  &  rested  awhile  under  a 
©hade.  Some  commissioned  officers  belong 
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to  the  Regiment  assembled  that  day  in  the  Village  -  came  to  our  capt. 
and  arranged  the  business  respecting  his  entry  into  the  place.  The  com¬ 
pany  was  formed  and  conducted  to  v/ithin  l/4th  M  of  the  town  where  we  were 
mot  by  a  handsome  band  of  martial  music  -  good  placers  and  handsomely 
dressed  -  in  whoso  rear  followed  in  files  the  commissioned  officers  of 
the  Reg’t  in  full  uniform.  Capt. Cross  halted  his  company.  The  music  and 
the  other  officerzs  wheeled  about  -  Cept  C.  and  hl3  officers  -  falling  in 
with  them  at  the  same  time  -  the  whole  with  music  in  front  entering  the 
Village  in  that  order.  I  never  desired  more  in  my  life  be  away  from  any 
place  than  I  did  from  this, for  beside  being  in  the  midst  of  strangers,© 


considerable  distance  from  home , I  had  the  mortification  of  being  placed 
by  the  side  of  friobd  Russel  in  front  of  all  the  music  -  v;ho  were  hand¬ 
some  performers  and  elegantly  dressed, while  I  was  a  mere  scholar  in  the 
art  and  but  meanly  and  dirtily  c loathed.  Our  hilt  lasted  some  time  in 
this  place  during  which 

17 

my  spirits  sunk  to  a  low  pitch.  During  our  march  with  the  Middle bury 
music  I  touched  not  a  single  note  -  was  as  whist  nc  death.  Before  march¬ 
ing  again  Mr  Billing  came  forward  and  pi*ecent*d  the  company  with  a  hand 
some  treat.  The  end  of  this  days  march  brought  us  to  S. Smith’s 
house  near  the  fulls  in  eybridge.  Here  I  lodged  rather  coldly  on  a 
hay-mow,  gome  of  our  boys  v/ere  so  foolish  as  to  suffer  a  violin  and  a 
few  ladies  to  rob  them  of  nearly  a  whole  night* s  repose.  For  my  part  I 
felt  the  effects  of  the  inarch  so  much  that  I  had  no  sort  of  rolish  for 
amusement  of  any  kind. 

. ednesday , Sept ,  16th  Cold  &  foggy  during  the  early  part  of  the  day. 

Bre^  ot fasted  at  ihippenny’s  in  7/ey bridge.  From 
thence  put  forward  to  Vergennec  where  a  halt  was  made  about  11  o’clock- 
lusting  perhaps  an  hour  -  Visited  a  book-oiore  and  viewed  the  falls. 

Held  sono  conversation  with  come  folks  opposed  to  and  disheartened 
about  taking  the  Canada’s,  das  informed  in  what  house  Dr  Hopkins  ,late 
Secretary  of  State  of 
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Vermont  resided.  From  Verg*a  tax  we  marched  to  Peter  Wheeler’s  in 
Charlotte,  At  a  large  house  near  which  turns  off  the  road  leading  to 
Hincsburgh  -  being  much  fatigued  I  called  in, and  re  ;uested  a  young  lady 
to  oblige  me  with  a  bowl  of  bread  and  milk*  She  iesned lately  brought  on 
a  fine  wheaten  loaf .plenty  of  milk, good  biscuit  with  excellent  butter 
and  cheese  on  which  I  fed  bountifully.  She  likewise  gavo  me  some  very 
good  apples  -  the  only  ones  I  ate  all  the  way  from  Bennington  to  Burling 
ton.  I  ft  It  greatly  revived  after  taking  this  meal  and  was  willing  to 
pay  for  it, but  the  lady  refused  to  take  a  single  cent  for  it.  I  en¬ 
quired  of  her  cone  rning  Ur  htan  A.  Fay  with  whom  she  was  acquainted  end 
informed  me  that  ho  and  hie  family  were  in  health.  The  none  of  the 
gentleman  of  this  house  1  was  afterwards  told  was  (C)  Barnes.  Returning 
many  thanks  for  the  kindness  shown  me  by  the  lady  1  travelled  forward 
and  joined  my  companions  at  V  heeler’s.  Hover  saw  L. Champlain  till  this 
P .  H. 
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Thursday, Sept  17th  During  the  preceding  night  I  lodged  in  a  neighboring 

barn  without  a  single  companion  by  me  -  Walked  in 
the  morning  into  lir  W’s  kitchen  whore  I  soon  hoard  his  lady  en  uiring  if 
Ben  Harwood  had  not  a  eon  among  the  drafted  men.  I  answered  that  that 
he  had, and  that  ho  stood  on  the  hearth.  She  seemed  surprised  at  it  and 
wondered  how  my  mother  felt  about  it, I  told  her  I  presumed  it  tried  her 
feelings  powerfully  but  that  she  would  bear  up  under  them  with  firmness. 

I  was  rather  downcast  hei*e,ond  said  very  little.  I  could  discover  that 
Mr  V/.  entertained  a  very  hostile  disposition  towards  the  present  move¬ 
ments.  He  asked  how  they  stood.-  effected  in  Bennington  in  respect  of 
fighting  -  told  him  some  Were  for  it, and  some  against  it.  Breakfast 
being  d  sposed  of  we  proceeded  forward  until  wo  arrived  at  a  large 
brick  house  at  some  uistanc©  S.  of  bholbume  Meeting  house  and  there 
halted  -  formed  and  marched  onto  the  common  fx*onting  that  edifice  where 
we 

"  ■  20 
remained  two  hours  waiting  for  all  the  companies  in  the  Regiment  to  come 
on  and  form  with  ue.but  they  not  arriving  in  duo  seacon  Col  Hortindalc 
concluded  to  move  on  slowly, making  another  halt  previous  to  his  entity  in 
Burlington.  Accordingly  we  advanced  to  a  public  house  about  2-b  miles  3. 
of  that  village  and  halted  till  those  companies  joined  ua.  Before  re- 


ouming  our  march  the  Col,  Ordered  ©very  man  except  officers  and  musi¬ 
cians  to  sling  his  pack.  The  Regiment  entered  the  town  in  that  way  - 
marching  by  platoons  -  about  sun  set  -  amidst  a  criwd  of  spectators. 

The  first  person  I  saw  with  whom  I  was  acquainted  was  my  good  friend 
Hath*!  Locke.  Being  dismissed  -  followed  him  to  his  quarters  in  the 
Barracks  and  there  deposited  my  knap-sack.  The  next  business  was  to 
seek  the  quarters  of  Capt  Cross*  company  in  order  to  obtain  some  re  - 
f  reoteaent,but  failing  in  the  attempt  and  being  extremely  hungry  I  sought 
supper 
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and  lodging  at  the  house  of  a  frenchman  -  was  disappointed  there  - 
went  to  another  small  house  where  my  ends  wore  completely  answered.  Th© 
Kon. Judge  Law  was  my  landlord  who  was  not  within  when  first  we  entered 
his  habitat ion, however  toward  the  close  of  the  evening  he  came  horn, a 
little  intoxicated  &  very  musical.  An  Oath  won  no  vexation  at  all  to 
him.  His  discourse  was  not  barren  of  many  bright  ideas  with  regard  to 
various  sub  3  ect  o . 


Friday, Sept. 18th  Highly  satisfied  with  what  I  ted  received  I  parted 

with  the  good  women  of  the  house  who  taxed  me  only 
12 |r  cents  .  Locke  had  his  lodging  gratis.  I  found  my  comrades  at  Mr s 
Busan  Fay’s.  Spent  sometime  this  morning  on  the  square  near  the  Court 
house.  View’d  a  dismounted  iron  12  poundor  which  lay  in  front  of 
Sawyer’s  Inn.  Many  spectators  tried, but  few  succeeded,  in  lifting  the 
mu gale  of  it.  Wrote  the  greatest  part  of  a  letter  to  ray  parents, but 
afterwards  when  I  finished  it  the  contents  savoured  so  strongly  of 
melancholy, that  I  suppressed  it.  This  is  a  fine  acknowledgment  for  a 
brave  Volunteer  to  make, I  must  confess.  Mr  Joseph  Houghton,©,  private 
from  Fownal,  requested  me  to  indict  a  letter 

for  him  to  his  lady, with  whom  he  hod  left  2  sick  children.  I  obliged 
the  men  in  the  best  manner  I  kbew  how,  hen  I  shewed  it  to  him  the 
bold  heroe  shed,  tears, not  because  the  style  or  v/ords  were  artfully  ex- 
prest,but  his  mind  was  carried  hack  into  the  midst  of  his  dearest  end 
most  tender  eonnexcions  on  thi3  side  the  grave.  I  could  not  resist  the 
impulse  of  nature  sufficient  to  keep  the  tears  from  stealing  down  my 
cheeks, altho*  I  had  no  family  of  my  own.  Had  been  at  wid'w  Fays  two  or 
three  hours  before  she  recognized  my  features  -  having  formed  sons  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  me  at  my  father’s  when  on  visits  there.  Be in;  a  raucici 
clan  I  felt  the  necessity  of  having  some  standard  to  go  by, and  for  that 
purpose  purchased  The  Filer’s  Companion  for  hi.  -  was  fearful  then  of 
paying  too  dear  for  ny  whistle  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  case. 
Only  so  small  a  quantity  of  cash  in  a  situation  like  that  of  a  soldier 
goes  a  great  way  in  procuring  small  and  necessary  axMiiclec  of  provi¬ 
sions. 

Saturday, Sept .  19th  D  ring  the  night  elep’t  very  cold  in  Mrs  Fay’s  barn 

In  the  morning  addressed  a  letter  to  ray  oldest  sis¬ 
ter  detailing  come  occurrences  of  our  march  SzC, 


’ debated  a  short  one  for  Ensign  ?!oble  to  his  family.  Breakfasted  on 
mouldy  bread  which  was  brought  from  Bennington  -  none  could  be  obtained 
at  the  bake  house.  Capt  Cross  marched  his  company  onto  the  parade 
about  11  A.M,  «  two  or  three  hours  spent  there  doing  little  or  nothing  - 
Saw  some  young  people  from  *7  ill  is  ton  of  whom  I  gained  some  information 
respecting  an  uncle  in  that  tov/n.  Col  Mart indale  marched  his  Reg’t  on 
to  the  common  in  front  of  the  College, from  which  place  each  Capt  marched 
his  company  to  their  respective  quarters.  Our  company  had  never  been 
separated  into  messes;  in  consequence  thereof  no  small  confusion  prevail 
ed  during  meal  time.  To  prevent  this  evil  in  future  the  Orderly  Serjeant 
divided  them  into  messes  of  six.  That  to  which  I  belonged  consisted  of 


Messrs  3a  P  ngra,  Robert  Landfill,  Kath*l  R.  Locke,  Clney  Patt  of  Johnston 
Rhode  Island ,  and  Hezekiah  Bullard.  Our  fare  was  what  it  generally  cont-i 
tinued  to  be, good  wheat  bread,  fresh  beef  which  was  well  r  > 

prepared  by  our  cooks.  Wrote  a  loiter  for  Mr  Isaac  Hurd, a  substitute 
from  Shaftsbury  -  between  fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age  -  to  hie  wife  & 
children, only  stating  that  he  had  permed  his  march  without  injuring  him- 
self  and  was  in  health.  When  I  seriously  surveyed  the  old  man's  case 
the  tears  stood  in  my  eyes  I  was  co  affected,  Capt  Stevens  who  conduct¬ 
ed  the  Povraal  baggage  waggon  and  Capt  Jesse  Blackner  who  conducted  the 
earns  from  the  town  of  Shaftsbury, returned  to  their  respective  homes. 

A  hail  storm  happened  in  the  evening.  j 

V  1  / 

Sunday,  Sept  20th  Spent  much  of  the  day  in  writing  -  Dictated  another 

letter  to  my  father  not  so  much  tinctured  with  gloom 
inesa  as  that  which  I  first  wrote.  Rainy  and  chilly  the  wholo  day. 

Monday, Sept  2iet.,  Ur  Zachariah  Harwood, having  returned  from  Plattsburg 

on  a  visit  to  his  son  Hiram  -  belonging  to  11  Reg’t 
stationed  at  that  place, left  Burlington  for  home  this  day.  It  v/os  he  v/3e 
who  conducted  the  baggage  from  Bennington*  My  letter  went  by  him.  ^ 

Went  down  to  the  shore  v/ith  my  friend  Bullard, and  Locke, to  assist  in 
washing  the  clothes  of  our  mess.  Discontent  haunted  me  too  much  for  my 
comfort, I  however  shook  it  off  in  the  boot  manner  I  could  toward  the 
close  of  the  day, playing  the  flute,  conversing  and  hearing  songs  in  the 
evening.  Was  absent  from  parade  -  no  ill  conce  ;uenceo  insued.  The  Lake 
was  rough  -  Wind  high  &  chilly,  from  N.W* 

Tuesday, Dept  22nd*,  Capt  Cross  ordered  hio  men  to  sling  their  knapsacks 

and  march  down  to  the  parade  -  a  handsome  piece  of 
ground  on  the  bank  of  the  lake  H.TJ.  of  the  village  containing  an  area 
of  acres  in  front  of  the  barracks.  Here  it  was  understood  tents  were 
in  readiness  to  receive  uc  -  when  in  fact  everything  was  yet  to  be  done. 
Finding  the  business  thio  situated  the  Capt  gave  us  counter  orders  and 
conducted  us  to  the  old  stand  again.  Hen  Orras  first  made  hio  appearance, 

-  •  QlO 

on  parade  this  P.M.  On  this  occacion  oil  the  militia  present  wero  assem¬ 
bled,  Their  upper  ranee  shewed  strength  and  detennination,  I  did  not 
march  with  the  music, but  carried  a  sick  man* a  gun.  The  music  performed 
very  well. 


ednesday, :  ept.  23rdTook  up  the  fore- part  of  the  day  in  writing,  P.M,  we 

removed  from  Mrs  Fay's  to  our  tents,  ft  first  those 
tents  were  viewed  in  a  very  bad  light  and  by  me  too  among  tho  rest, but 
after  being  in  them  a  few  d  aye  -  it  was  found  much  nor©  comfortable 
lying  (in)  them  then  in  bams , although  at  best  it  was  rather  chilly  lodg¬ 
ing. 


Thursday, Dept ,24th  Major  Bullard  of  the  music  beagn  to  organize  and 

drill  his  corps.  Being  dismissed  by  him  -  visited 
the  wharf  to  which  was  fastened  the  largest  Sloop  on  the  Lake.  ent  on 
board  of  her  and  took  a  bucket  full  of  water  v/ith  which  I  filled  a  can¬ 
teen,  preferring  to  v/oll  water  for  drink.  On  the  as  wo  go/down  to 
the  wharf,  stands  a  „ 

brick  building  in  the  under  port  of  which  Mr  Judd  of  Bennington  once 
carried  on  a  pottery  now  occupied  by  a  baker  in  the  service  of  tho  U,  3. 
I  step*t  in  and  mitered  into  conversation  with  the  old  baker  respecting 
the  cause  of  Mr  J*s  leaving  the  place.  -He  a  aid  he  was  universally  re- 


apectod  -  had  more  business  than  ho  could  perform  -  did  not  owe  so 
much  but  that  he  could  have  soon  cleared  out  -  and  was  steady  and  in¬ 
dustrious.  His,  the  baker* a  ,  opinion  was  that  hitwao  ©woing  to  his 
wife  end  mother-in-law  that  he  left  the  place.  After  returning  from 
this  excursion  addressed  a  short  letter  to  my  father  which  was  a  bur 
lesqu©  on  the  happiness  I  enjoyed  when  first  going  into  my  tent.  Dr 
Shuraway  of  Dorset  visited  me, to  whom  I  played  his  favorite  tune.  Gill 
crankie . 

Friday,  Sept  25th  ?/asnot  in  health  -  In  the  morning  -  saw  the  regu¬ 
lars  embarking  on  board 

of  the  steam-boat, a  vessel  I  had  never  placed  my  hand  on  before.  In 
gratifying  my  curiosity  I  disobeyed  orders  in  not  being  on  parade  be¬ 
times.  -  lost  but  little  time.  At  noon  went  to  the  C apt’s  quarters 
at  Yid’o  Fay’s  and  obtained  a  dose  of  pikery  which  seemed  to  revive 
my  drooping  spirits  a  good  deal.  Mr#  F.  conversed  with  me  about  my 
folks  &c. 

This  P.M.  Inpt  C.  informed  us  that  he  could  have  but  one  fifer 
according  to  law  to  his  company  and  had  drawn  a  gun  for  one  of  us  - 
asked  me  which  I  would  rather  do  carry  a  gun  or  fife  -  told  him  the 
latter  was  my  choice.  He  s  aid  he  wished  Mr  Russel  and  I  to  agree 
between  us  (between  us)  respecting  this  matter.  %  Russel  stated  he 
knew  nothing  how  to  handle  a  musket  and  turned  out  as  a  fifer, which 
was  not  the  case  with  me  -  Having  consulted  a  moment  with  his  offi¬ 
cers  -  the  capt  decided  that  I  should  carry  the  gun  which  I  cheerfully 

submitted  to.  We  were  drilled  till  six  o’clock  P.M.  and  then  dismissed 

Saturday, Sept  26th  Wrote  a  letter  to  my  eldest  sister  which  I  concluded 

afterwards  not  to  send.  The  business  performed  on 
parade  was  facing  and  wheeling  at  which  wo  were  pretty  awkard.  I  o’clock 
P.M.  being  dismissed, obtained  the  Capt’s  leave  to  be  absent  till  Sunday 
night.  Having  prepared  myself  -  set  forward  for  Mr  Ebenezer  Harwood’s 
in  Williaton,distznt  5  miles.  A  waggon  overtook  mo  in  which  I  rode  2-|* 
miles  passing  tho  one  gate  on  the  Montpelier  Turnpike.  The  waggoner  I 
found  was  determined  not  tojf(  pay  toll  -  had  informed  the  gate  attendant 
when  on  his  way  to  marked  that  he  was  going  to  mill  end  a  little  while 
before  coming  in  sight  of  the  gate  on  his  return, he  carefully  piled  his 
bags  in  a  little  heap  close  up  under  his  seat  so  as  not  to  have  them  ob¬ 
served  -  pretending  on  going  thro  the  gate  that  he  could  not  get  his 
grist  ground.  He  was  excused  by  a  young  lady  who  gave  a  sly  grin  as  if 
she  understood  it  all.  I  found  by  this  man’s  conver 

sat ion  that  he  expected  me  to  treat  him  at  the  next  tavern, but  I  handsome 
ly  got  rid  of  it  for  it  so  happened  that  thoy  at  that  tavern  had  taken 
down  their  sign  and  could  sell  no  liquors  -  thanked  the  waggoner  and  told 
him  altho  it  would  not  be  probable  that  I  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
do  him  a  favor  of  the  kind, yet  I  would  endeavor  to  render  it  to  some  one 
of  the  great  family  -  he  bade  me  welcome  end  I  went  on  and  by  enquiry 
found  my  uncles  abode  which  I  reached  about  6  o’clock  in  the  evening  or 
perhaps  earlier.  Was  introduced  to  the  family  and  treated  in  a  courte¬ 
ous  end  friendly  manner. 

liy  old  aunt  expressed  great  surprize  at  ray  being  a  soldier  end  leav¬ 
ing  so  good  a  home  a#  I  possessed  -  wondered  how  ray  mother  could  consent 
to  it  -  believed  if  one  of  her  sons  should  be  torn  from  her  in  that  man¬ 
ner  that  she  should  certainly  run  crazy. 

She  could  not  bear  with  the  principle  of  war  -  it  was  altogether 
wrong  and  unnecessary  -  hoped  tho  whole  nation  would  be  cowards. 


Socrates  on  of  my  cousins  lay  ill  of  a  fever  -  it  happened  that  his  physi 
clan  -  Dr  Comcy  *  ms  on  a  visit  to  him  -  He  let  loose  all  his  federal 
artillery  against  tho  war, saying  ononh  other  things  that  300,000  men  wouh 
not  be  sufficient  for  the  reduction  of  Canada  -  said  every  man  who  cross® 
tho  line  would  certainly  be  killed.  Everything  in  the  hands  of  tho  pros 
ent  Administration  tended  directly  to  main  -  Monarchy  would  soon  be  in 
the  place  of  our  Constitution  •  if  a  change  of  men  did  not  speedily  take 
place.  The  man  I  really  believo  thought  better  than  he  spoke, but  let 
hie  aim  be  what  it  would, ho  aid  not  intimidate  me  in  the  least.  My  mind 
was  in  ouch  a  situation  then  that  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  dispute 
much  on  politics  -  However, taking  a  dish  of  bread  and  milk, tea  &e  in  a 
family  circle  in  a  great  measure  removed  that  camp  gloom  which  had  been 
preying  on  my  mind  for  several  days.  Had  my  flute  with  me  on  which  I 
played  one  or  two  pieces  with  which  the  Dr  seemed  well  pleased. 

In  the  evening  there  ccuoo  on  a  cold  storm  of  rain  -  thought  myself  fortu 
nate  in  being  under  a  good  roof  instead  of  lying  in  ono  of  those  tentj  - 
Pitied  my  poor  comrades  who  wore  obliged  to  spend  the  night  in  them. 

Thile  Capt  Cross  had  his  company  undor  arms  an  elderly  gentleman 
stopt  forward  onu  delivered  a  short  pithy  harangue  in  which  he  came  so 
near  the  tender  and  sympathetic  feelings  of  the  heart  that  I  could  not 
refrain  from  to;  re.  **o  said  his  f i  thor  was  the  first  man  who  over  drove 
a  team  into  Vermont  -  the  place  where  he  first  broke  tho  wilderness  is 
now  called  Halifax  -  the  old  gentleman  at  present  rosidod  in  Massachusetts 
Aged  85  years.  His  eon  the  speaker  ,had  witnessed  some  of  the  trying 
scenes  through  which  Vermont  had  passed  -  Exhorted  uo  to  behave  like 
men, and  preserve  the  characters  of  Vermonters, and  so  forth. 


Sunday,  Sept,  27th 
ly  cold. 

Monday,  Sept  28th 

Tablet  of  Memory, 
that  company .  The 


The  day  passed  away  very  agreeably  while  at  my  un¬ 
cled.  But  lodging  in  in  tents  at  night  was  extreme 

-fS3)  - 

A  cold  frosty  morning  to  bite  our  noses.  Spent  a 
part  of  it  at  Mrs  Fay’s  reading  a  small  book  called 
Saw  Capt  Follett,  Sergt  Hiram  Harwood  and  others  of 
Reg.  performed  wheeling  and  other  maneuvers. 


Tuesday,  Sept  29th  Tho  Throne  of  Groce  was  addressed  in  due  form  in  pres 

ence  of  the  Brigadier  gen.  All  officers  of  inferior 
grade  and  the  wholo  Brigade.  Was  dismissed  after  this  -  nothing  of  con¬ 
sequence  ensued.  Wrote  a  letter  to  Miss  L.  Harwood  which  I  would  never 
forward  to  her.  Gen  Ordors  was  that  no  man  should  fire  a  gun  within  1 
mile  of  tho  parade  unless  unless  permitted  so  to  do  by  an  officer.  Expo 
rienced  great  uneasiness  of  mind  with  respect  to  the  business  in  which  I 
was  engaged  and  forwarded  a  letter  to  ray  father  expressive  thereof  re¬ 
questing  him  to  procure  a  substitute  for  mo. 

Wednesday,  Sept. 30th  The  lettor  mentioned  above  was  written  Oct. 1st. 

U.S. Laws, regulating  her  Amies, were  read  to  Gon  Orms 
Brigade.  On  hearing  these  I  felt  a  keon  itching  to  return  to  ray  citizen 
ship, willing  at  tho  same  time  to  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  their  ex¬ 
istence  and  being  closely  adhered  to  in  armed  associations.  Considered 
the  cause  to  be  just  but  concluded  I  possessed  a  bad  genius  for  tho  Mili¬ 
tary  -  and  knowing  it  to  be  possible  to  obtain  a  substitute  I  thought  I 
would  gladly  return  to  my  "Vino  &  fig  tree”, never  again, unless  imperious 
necessity  should  call, abandon  them, to  live  the  most  honorable  soldiers 
life  that  was  ever  lived.  Col  Mart indale  marched  his  regiment  a  few  rod3 
off  the  parade  -  maneuvered  and  treated  then  with  rum. 

When  marching  them  back  ho  humourously  observed  that  they  hated  to  go  home 


so  bad  that  he  was  obliged  in  order  to  gratify  their  wishes, tonretum 
again  to  the  parade.  Commissioned  officers  attended  a  Court  Ht  rtial 
(I  am  sorry  to  commit  so  many  blunders  -  Col  11* s  R.  marched  and  man'vd 
as  above  stated,  Cct  1st. 

Thursday  (Sept)  Oct  1st  /  battallion  og  Col  Fifields  R. arrived  from  tbe 

C.E.  part  of  V.T.  I'r  Ellis  Doty  drove  one  of  thoir 
baggage  waggons.  Coavoroed  with  him  the  next  morning.  He  asked  how  I 
liked  my  situation.  I  answered  without  reserve  in  the  negative.-  en¬ 
larged  on  tho  subject  considerable  -  requested  him  ac  he  was  going  di¬ 
rectly  to  my  father* s  to  use  his  endeavor  to  make 

~(3t)  ~ 

known  my  case  to  him.  He  spoke  very  kind  and  friendly  to  me, saying  he 
would  lend  me  10  dollars  in  cash  if  that  would  be  of  any  service  to  mc- 
observing  before  the  interview  ended  in  terns  something  like  this  - 
'n*t  you  a  Democrat?  Did  you  not  volunteer, &c  which  he  uttered  with  a 
hearty  (a)  1;  ugh.  X  joined  with  him  in  the  laugh  -  granting  it  all  to 
bo  true, however, as  my  mind  stood  affected  then, I  eared  very  little  for 
what  might  be  said  provided  I  could  return  homo  once  more. 

Friday, October  2nd  Spent  some  timo  i  the  morning  with  Capt.  Doty, 

nothing  important  happened  on  parade. 

Saturday, October  3rd  Reflected  on  what  I  had  communicated  to  Hr  Doty  & 

what  I  had  written  by  him  to  my  parents, considering 
it  as  a  total  departure 

from  that  dignified  station  which  a  faithful  and  true  soldier  ever  pre¬ 
serves,  bo  tho  circumstancos  under  which  he  ia  placed  ever  so  disagreea¬ 
ble  (ag)  and  perplexing.  Looked  upon  myself  as  a  degraded  being  in  the 
estimation  of  all  my  friends  -  but  still  had  not  patience  to  submit 
cheerfully  to  a  ooldior's  fortune.  Hot  performed  on  parade.  ;t  Hill's 
Book-store  -  spent  considerable  time  examining  his  books  -  found  none 
which  attracted  my  attention  more  than  /she's  Travels  in  America, 1806. 

Hot  divided  into  chapters  but  is  in  the  pleasing  style  of  epistolary 
correspondence.  Rained  during  the  whole  night.  Our  Chaplain  told  us  in 
the  morning  that  he  should  deliver  a  Discourse  next  day  at  11  o'clock. 
While  at  the  book-store  I  envied  the  (pleasure)  those 

whom  kind  fortune  placed  by  their  books  instead  throwing  into  tho  Mili¬ 
tary  ranks  as  she  me  and  many  others  -  tho'  it  may  be  said  that  I  v/ould 
not  wait  her  decision  -  precipitating  myself  into  the  business  by  an  act 
of  my  own  -  still, I  say  it  was  my  fortune  to  do  as  I  did.  It  was  a  sat¬ 
isfaction  to  me, even  in  my  present  unsettled  state  of  mind, to  be  in  the 
B.storo,but  could  not  help  thinking  how  much  greater  my  pleasure  had  been 
when  I  had  visited  ouch  places  in  smoother  times  -  with  cheerful  and  in¬ 
viting  prospects  -  when  instead  of  (being)  of  occupying  the  great  Stage 
of  Bustle  and  Confusion  I  was  on  obscure  and  calm  spectator.  e&d  Gen 
Hull's  letter  to  Dr  Eustic. 

Sunday, October  4th  Very  rainy, which  occasioned  me  to  be  in  lower  spirits 

than  usual.  Dictated  four  letters  for  as  many  of  my 
fellow  soldiers  to  their  families  and  friends  - 

Ho  preaching  on  account  of  bad  weather  - 

Monday,  October  5th  The  Chaplain  having  finished  his  prayer  -  made  a 

short  exhortiation  respecting  the  character  of  our 
officers  and  the  subordination  due  from  the  privates  to  them  -  and  then 
went  on  to  explain  his  ideas  of  inlistments  out  of  the  Militia  into  the 
Regular  /nay  -  which  ho  did  by  a  curious  simile  -  comparing  tho  two 
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kinds  of  troops  to  two  sets  of  barracks  -  one  of  which  ho  denominated 
Barrack  A.  and  the  other  Barrack  B.  saying  that  to  strengthen  Barrack 
B.  the  builders  were  taking  away  the  studs  £  braceo  of  Barrack  A. 
which  would  soon  be  stript  of  everything  except  its  bare  poets.  He 
thought  the  better  way  was  to  go  into  the  forest  and  collect  the  ma¬ 
terials  from  the  stump  to  repair  or  to  build  up  Barrack  B.  Ac  -  I 
should  like  to  follow  him  tho*  the 

all  his  observations  on  this  subject  though  I  do  not  think  as  ho  did 
I  excused  Colo  Cass  letter  to  Dr  Bust  is. 

Uheelings  and  facings  were  performed  in  the  P.M.  in  which  I  enjgr 
enjoyed  the  sane  pleasure  that  a  lazy  ox  does  driven  before  tho  plow 
Daw  an  old  literary  friend  -  Mr  A  H  Avery  to  whom  I  said  among  fc 
Other  things  that  I  did  not  much  like  my  business  -  'ell, said  ho, 
next  tine  voluntoer  in  a  good  natured  tone  -  adding  that  3ix  months 
was  but  a  short  time.  I*d  better  stick  to  it  ant;  not  give  not  back. 
Tho  air  was  chill  and  searching. 

Tuesday  October  6th  Visited  the  root Goff ice  along  Sergt  Breakenridge 

-  found  no  letters  -  After  prayers  tho  regiment  is 
was  dismissed  till  2  P.M.  f  visited  Ira  Fay  -  wrote  journal  and  a  let 
ter.  Dined  with  lire  F.  It  being  pretty  cold  in  tho  morning  &  wish¬ 
ing  to  take  down  a  few  articles  on  paper  -  thought 

no  harm  in  going  into  the  officers  barracks  and  asking  the  privilege 
of  a  seat  there, but  I  found  the  poor  private  would  have  done  better 
not  have  presumed  so  much  and  kept  where  his  company  was  more  desired 
3  P.M.  on  Parade.  So  cold  as  to  bring  snow  in  the  morning. 

'  odnesday, October  7th  On  fatifue  -  unwell  -  high  &  chilly  wind  from 

tho  S. 

Thursday, October  8th  Received  letters  from  Messrs  Ira,  Jonas  and  /bi- 

j ah  Harwood.  Freely  comunicated  tho  state  of  my 
mind  to  ay  friend  Locke  -  Visited  the  Hospital  where  there  were  a  few 
of  Cf.pt  Cross’s  men  sick  with  the  meazleo  but  doing  well.  Spent  an 
hour  or  two  in  the  printing  office  writing.  Brig  gen  Bloomfield  from 
Platt3hurg  came  over  and  inspected  the  Militia  of  Vermont.  There  be¬ 
gan  to  be  come  noico  among  the  soldiers  about  drawing  pay  -  thinking 
it  erroneously 

due  monthly.  Continued  cold. 

Friday, Oct.  Oth  Much  guessing  about  our  destination  -  Some  wish®! 

to  go  to  Swant on, others  to  Plaitsburg.-  others 
cared  not  where  they  wont  provided  they  could  got  wood  enough  and 
plenty  of  provisions.  The  morning  was  severely  cold  -  Mountains  to 
the  H.F .covered  with  snow.  Orders  were  given  out  for  us  to  prepare 
for  a  march.  Gavo  h  lf-a-dollar  to  a  shoe-maker  for  tapping  a  pair  o 
of  shoes, which  was  the  last  cent  cf  money  I  had.  The  air  was  still 
chilly  but  more  clear  than  it  had  boon.  Heard  many  fine  songs  in  the 
evening. 

Saturday, October  lOthLieut  Lacy  was  making  preparations  for  returning 

to  Bennington  in  order  to  bring  on  delinquents 
from  that quarter  -  by  him  I  wrote  a  billet  to  a  Mr  Elijah  Bullard  liv 
ing  in  the  N.V’.part  of  the  town  to  go  to  my  father  and  make  a  bargain 
with  him  about  taking  my  place  - 


This  letter  I  told  ray  mess-mates  was  ray  dcaihwarrant.  Orders  were 
officially  announced  for  Colo  H&rtindole's  Regiment, exclusive  of  Cav¬ 
alry,  to  move  to  Platt sburg  on  Pond ay  next. 

Sunday,  October  11th  /fter  signing  ay  Tenth  Warrant  I  had  reflected  se 

riously  on  the  subject  and  concluded  rather  than 
hack  out  of  the  business  in  such  a  manner,  to  endeavor  to  console  my- 
self  as  well  as  I  could, and, although  placed  in  a  situation  highly  dis¬ 
agreeable,  to  hold  out  to  the  end.  Therefore,!  lost  no  time  in  prepar¬ 
ing  a  long  penitential  letter  to  Mr  Ira  Harwood  in  which  I  re  uosted 
ray  father  not  to  procure  me  a  substitute,  ‘midst  a  shower  of  cold  and 
heavy  rain  I  carried  this  letter  to  the  P.0.  -  Lodged  at  Pro  Fay's  - 
it  being  ao^  dark, rainy  and  muddy  that  I  could  not  well  reach  comp. 

»(is)  - 

Received  letters  from  Pieces  Lydia  and  Ruth  Harwood  -  read  them  d. 
with  pleasure  -  I  think  it  probable  had  I  received  them  previous  to 
Lieut  Lacy’s  departure  I  should  not  have  signed  the  D.: arrant. 

Monday,  October  12th  It  was  intended  to  cross  the  Lake  this  day  but 

the  wind  was  so  high  from  the  I-!.  ",  as  to  render  it 
1 1.  ossible.  T  xremoly  cold.  Ccrgt  Brcakcnridg©  invited  me  to  his  lodg 
ir:ge  -  hero  I  found  the  mistress  of  the  house  agroeable  and  sociable- 
gave  me  a  long  account  of  Pro  Judd  whose  husband  is  noticed. 

Tuesday, October  13th  The  tents  of  the  lot  Reg’t  began  to  be  struck 

about  6  in  the  morning, but  before  that  business 
could  be  accomplished  a  (w)  (viol)  Violent  s  uall  of  snow  came  up  from 
the  IJ.W.  which  lasted  the  space  of  half  an  hour  end  put  a  stop  to  our 

■w- 

embarkingation  that  day.  Those  who  had  struck  their  tents  found  in  as 
oylum  in  the  Barracks.  Slep't  at  idow  Fay’s.  The  snow  lay  all  day 
on  the  N.  side  of  houses  and  fences. 

b 

T.'ednesd&y, October  14th  The  first  rog’t  wont  on  board  of  the  Steam 

Beat,  &  sloop  Champlain  by  means  of  Batteaux,the 
wind  blowing  extremely  high  and  keenly  chilly  from  the  south  so  as  to 
prevent  their  coming  alongside  the  wharf.  Cur  voyage  was  short, and  ad 
as  to  anything  that  happened  to  the  vessels, pleasant, but  with  regard 
to  the  men  extremely  unpleasant  -  there  being  scarcely  ten  men  on 
board  who  wore  not  seized  with  vomitting,more  or  less  violent.  Capt 
Cross  and  most  of  his  raon  sailed  in  the  Champlain.  Lever  in  my  short 
career  had  I  experienced  sensations  like  those  taused  in  this  most  un 

-  (yd)  - 

pleasant  situation  -  Half  the  men  on  board  wore  puking  at  the  same  tisec 
and  I  load  to  yield  to  the  malady  sometime  previous  to  the  completion  of 
our  voyage.  When  arrived  in  the  Bay  before  Plattsburg  the  Lake  was  so 
rough  as  to  (ren)  render  it  extremely  dangerous  landing  that  night  - 
therefore  everyone  sought  the  best  lodging  the  cluttered  state  of  the 
vessel  would  afford.  I  and  a  great  many  more  descended  into  tho  hold 
and  pilod  ourselves  on  heaps  of  tents, chests, and  other  camp  e  uipage, 
and  although  indisposed  obtained  a  fev;  hours  repose  amidst  singing,  hal¬ 
looing,  groaning, dog-barking  and  cock-crowing.  '  bile  curled  up  in  a  very 
uneasy  posture  on  one  side  of  the  hold, I  could  not  but  refloct  on  the 
means  by  which  it  appeared  to  me  I  was  bro’t  there  -  Only  one  motion 
with  ay  -gun  and  a  dew  fatal  words  uttered  to  my  ^ 

captain  on  tho  first  of  June  -  I  conceived  to  be  the  reason  of  L!y  being 
abroad  in  a  manner  so  disagreeable  to  me  -  when  perhaps  if  I  had  left 
the  matter  to  chance  some  other  poor  devil  would  have  been  drawn  out  in¬ 
stead  of  me  -  I  know  there  is  nothing  like  patriotism  in  this, but  I 


-  — 


not 

Think  it  is/draprobable  that  other  people  placed  as  I  was  deompt  the  same 
noble  dream.  More  than  all  this, I  could  see  (away)  a  way  by  which  I 
might  have  kept  clear  of  this  Military  business, which  in  all  probability 
had  I  been  drafted  would  have  ke^jt  me  snug  at  home.  Such  were  tho  un¬ 
happy  reflections  of  /  Vermont  Volunteer  who  instead  of  suffering  hie 
mind  to  dwell  on  topics  so  unprofitable  ought  to  have  gloried  in  his  ouf 
f Gringo  and  hardships  v/hich  should  he  survive  would  lor  d  him  with 

immortal  honors,  Military  pride  was  not  enough  in  me  to  inspire  my  mind 
with  ouch  elevated  sentiments. 

Thursday, Oct. 14th  To  tho  catalogue  of  railit  ry  achievements  acquired 

by  me  I  shall  in  this  place  add  one  grand  article. 
After  getting  on  board  I  took  off  my  knapsack  and  placed  it  near  me  on 
deck.  In  the  course  of  tho  voyage  Ensign  Noble  seoing  my  countenance 
begin  to  look  like  others  who  were  ’'casting  up  their  accounts  told  me  to 
throw  my  pack  into  the  Cabin  and  lie  down  in  a  birth  and  perhaps  prevent 
being  sick,  v/ith  the  latter  part  of  his  proposition  I  complied  -  leav¬ 
ing  the  sack  lying  near  tho  on  the  quarter-deck, neglecting  in  tho 

evening  to  take  it  v;ith  mo  when  I  retired  to  that  happy  lodging  which  is 
spoken  of  above. 

Early  in  tho  morning  I  made  diligent  search  to  find  my  treasure, but  could 
find  nothing  of  it.  Besides  (sides)  the  clothes  and  the  thing  itself 
which  were  worth  at  least  £12  I  lost  a  good  flute  and  "The  lifers  Com¬ 
panion"  worth  to  me  four  Doll’s.  This  los3  was  as  mortifying  as  it 
was  unfortunate.  Had  no  other  resource  left  than  to  go  without  or  write 
home  for  more  cl&thea.  V/hen  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  to  to  ascertain 
the  fate  of  my  sack  I  adopted  tho  latter  expedient.  To  insert  such  a 
brilliant  paragraph  in  a  letter  must  have  afforded  great  co:  oolation  to 
a  soldier. 

About  8  o’clock  A.H.  tho  troops  were  landed  (on)  in  batteaux.  Lake 
still  quite  rough  -  near  a  U.S. Store  then  building.  Everything  being 
landed  and  tho  Regiment  formed, Col 

Col  Mart indale  proceeded  at  is  head  to  tho  ground  on  which  v/e  encamped 
about  3/4  of  a  mile  S.  Plattsburg  Court  House.  The  land  had  been  par¬ 
tially  cleared  but  still  wore  tho  appearance  of  a  forest, which  employed 
our  men  2  or  3  days  in  preparing  a  spot  on  which  wo  made  a  permanent 
stand.  My  health  was  so  much  impaired  by  our  late  voyage  that  I  neith¬ 
er  assisted  in  fatigue  parties  nor  marched  down  to  tho  Regular  Encamp¬ 
ment  to  witness  the  execution  of  tin  unfortunate  culprit. 

From  this  period  I  became  low-spirited  and  (0)  dull  from  being  much 
out  of  health  &  a  great  dislike  of  tho  business, nothing  wont  right  -  In 
such  a  mood  I  would  keep  no  minutes  -  except  on  Sunday, October  25th 
when  Joseph  Day  Jun’r  substitute  for  Hr  Luther  Smith  from  Bennington 
brought  a  letter  from  my  friend  Ira  Harwood. 

Within  tho  time  I  have  specified  I  became  00  discouraged  and  uneasy 
as  to  solicit  my  father  a  second  time  to  send  on  a  substitute.  r  Day 
having  money  -  and  on  that  account  only  -  was  admitted  into  our  mess. 

A  more  rough  savage  ill-bred  Devil  never  cxd&ted  in  an  enlightened  coun 
try.  He-  however  was  for  convenience  in  his  tent  and  as  far  as  ho  had 
the  means  for  providing  good  provisions.  I  now  began  slowly  to  regain 
my  health. 

Somewhere  about  the  30th  of  October  Capt  Hopkins  of  Rupert  (a)  c  pt 
of  Artillery  and  Lieut  Lacy  arrived  with  the  delinquents  of  Col  Lartin- 
dale’c  regiment.  Among  these  were  Mr  John  Crawford  and  young  Mr  Som’l 
Thayer  Jun’r  from  Bennington.  The  former  was  appointed 


to  the  Company, being  an  elderly  gentleman  serving  in  his  son's  stead, 
having  no  other  duty  imposed  on  him  -  He  used  to  say  somo  good  things  to 
to  cheer  my  drooping  spirits.  By  Lieut  Lt cjr  had  a  letter  from  my 
friends  by  which  Ileai’ned  that  Mr  Elijah  3ullard  had, previous  to  their 
receiving  my  letter  of  Oct. 11th  been  to  my  father  and  agreed  to  take 
my  place  for  20  Bolls.  I  was  now  sorry  that  he  had  not  come  on  with 
Lacy  as  was  hio  intention  if  the  letter  alluded  to  had  not  prevented 
him, for, at  that  period,!  made  but  a  Ghostly  appearance  in  camp.  Hot- 
withstanding  my  gloominess  I  was  not  30  destitute  of  sociability  but 
that  there  were  some  intervals  of  pleasantry  during  my  residence  at 
this  place.  There  were  many  in  tho  company  in  whose  society 


(5 


I  enjoyed  many  happy  moments  -  particularly  Hessrs  / riel  Donio,  Stephn 
Rice,  Barnet  Dixon  (a  musician  who  lamented  the  loss  of  my  flute  very 
much)  -  especially  N.R.Locko,  Ezikiel  Huntly,  Story  3rown  and  several 
others  whose  names  will  not  soon  be  erased  from  my  memory.  Uhile  in  e 
camp  at  Platteburg  no  very  important  event  happened,  in  Expedition 
composed  of  Volunteers  from  the  Lilitia  of  Col's  ”illiams  and  Martin- 
dale  sailed  in  bat teaux, accompanied  by  an  armed  sloop, down  the  Lake 
in  order  to  go  and  destroy  a  sloop  which  was  building  by  the  enemy  in 
Iiiesiseo  Bay, but  they  returned  without  effecting  anything.  This  affair 
happened  before  Lieut  Lacy  reached  camp.  On  the  third  of  November  I 
was  visited  by  an  uncle  from  Bennington,whom  I  was  extremely  rejoiced 
to  see.  Tith 


friend  Locke  accompanied  him  to  Robert's  Tavern  in  the  western  part  of 
the  Village  where  we  spent  the  evening  very  agreeably  talking  of  domes 
tic  affairs  &c.  Slept  with  my  brother  soldiers  on  tho  kitchen  floor 
by  the  fire.  The  next  day  in  tho  A.K.  Ensign  Noble, uncle  Jonas, some 
others ,walkod  down  onto  the  Grand  Parade  -  viewed  the  regular  encamp¬ 
ment,  saw  the  relieved  guard  discharge  their  pieces  -  viewed  tho  heavy 
artillery  -  saw  the  horses  which  belonged  to  the  flying  Artillery  - 
standing  in  opon  air  made  thorn  appear  rather  poorly.  The  scene  which 
some  people  delight  so  much  to  be  spectators  of, and  even  in  which  00 
many  like  to  be  actors, at  this  place  excited  no  pleasant  sensations  in 
me.  For  my  part  I  should  have  boon  vastly  bettor  pleased  in  viewing 
a  well  cultivated  farm. 


or  fine  well  regulatedand  flourishing  garden.  Perhaps  a  Church-yard 
would  have  raised  my  cp  rits  to  as  high  a  pitch  as  all  the  military 
grandeur  which  I  saw  displaced  at  this  camp.  An  hour  being  spent  in 
this  manner  we  drew  off  and  returned  to  our  former  position  -  and  my 
relative  to  his  quarters, where  I  slept  with  him  that  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  Nov. ,my  uncle  being  on  hio  way  to 
Hopkinton,wao  in  haste  to  push  forward  on  his  journey, but:  however  con¬ 
descended  to  v/rito  before  leaving  town  a  short  letter  to  my  father, 
stating  hio  opinion  to  be  that  it  would  be  best  to  send  on  a  substitute) 
for  me.  The  tono  which  he  gave  to  this  epistle  caused  some  disgraceful 
consequences  to  ensue  in  regard  to  myself.  Hy  parents  having  learnt  tb 
the  fate  of  my  apparel  in  crossing  the  Lake, by  my  uncle  sent  me  a  pair 
of  boots, a  pair  socks  ~\r*9  “ 

and  a  shirt, of  which  I  stood  greatly  in  need.  As  I  wrote  no  minutes 
at  that 'time  many  occurrences  which  I  might  here  notice  have  escaped 
my  memory.  In  general  terms  I  shall  observe  that  I  enjoyed  very  few 
agreeable  hours.  It  is  true  there  lay  near  our  tents  a  large  pine  tree 
which  had  been  a  few  ye;  rs  since  turned  up  by  tho  roots  -  alongside 
this  log  a  great  fire  was  built  every  evening, curing  almost  the  whole 
time  of  our  being  encamped  there,  around  which  we  used  to  sit  and  hear 
anecdotes  &  songs  which  were  in  somo  degree  entertaining, but  withell 
this  I  could  not  forget  where  I  was  and  hov;  easily  I  could  have  avoided 


being  there.  It  used  to  afford  me  some  pleasure  to  visit  the  Printing 
Office  where  I  saw  a  few  books  tbd  papers, of  which  the  latter  I  perused 
the  little  tome  I  ape  t  there.  .Amongst  the  book.3  was  Thomas*  History 
of  Printing  -  price  six  bolls  in  boards  -  *  (Su)  - 

There  mx s  a  time  which  lasted  only  a  few  days, that  our  Militia  Reg 
iments  were  obliged  to  furnish  large  detachments  to  go  on  Picket  Guard 
which  was  divided  into  two  parties  -  Ho.l  find  No. 2  -  one  of  which  was 
set  over  the  boats  and  the  other  was  marched  to  a  post  about  a  mile, or 
mile  and  a  half  in  advance  of  the  Grand  Parade.  But  either  on  account 
of  the  murmurs  it  occasioned  amongst  the  militianwhich  caused  their  of¬ 
ficers  to  complain  to  their  superiors, or  for  some  other  reason, a  par$ 
of  this  duty  was  dispensed  with, retaining  only  the  Boat  Guard.  Fortune 
should  so  have  it  that  I  should  never  be  one  of  this  guard, except  on 
the  day  preceding  the  day  of  our  departure  from  Plattoburg,and  then  it 
was  relieved  about  noon, so  that  I  was  never  a  sentinel  at  that  place 
only  in  Camp  guard.  Ac  the  time  drew  near  when  our  two  months  wages 
became  due  not  the  softest  threats  were  uttered  by  the  sold  -  S~[)  - 

iery  i2i  case  they  it  were  not  punctually  paid;  /nd  with  regard  to  cloth 
ing,as  it  began  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion  that  wo  should  bo  held  tiH 
late  in  the  season, a  measure  v/ac  proposed  and  adopted  by  the  Col  -  to 
detach  2  persons  from  each  company  to  go  home  and  procure  that  article 
for  their  respective  companies,  but  before  it  was  put  in  Ixecution  Gen. 
Orders  were  given  out  for  ue  to  proceed  to  Champlain. 

Notwithstanding  what  liad  been  said  about  pay  6c  only  two  instances 
of  desertion  occurred  in  our  Peg  previous  to  our  breaking  up  at  Platt o- 
burg  -  and  these  from  the  comp*y  to  which.  I  belonged.  Much  irregularity 
in  camp  prevailed  at  this  time, more  particularly  in  respect  to  fining  or 
discharging  runs  in  every  direction  of  the  parade  without  orders.  I  do 
not  think  it  an  exaggeration  to  s  ay  that  not  less  than  thirty  such  un¬ 
authorized  discharges  wero  made  in  a  day, during  four  or  five  of  the  last 
days  that  we  remained  in  that  camp.  - ($$)  - 

This  conduct  was  said  to  be  owing  to  remisoness  in  our  Col  who  be¬ 
gan  to  show  groat  ind ifferei.ee  toward  his  men  who  in  their  turn  imbibed 
a  very  unpopular  opinion  of  him.  He  was  illy  spoken  of  by  many  both  of¬ 
ficers  soldiers  throughout  his  Reg.  In  attempting  to  dispose  of  eome 
blankets  which  he  brought  forward  for  sale  an  addition  was  made  to  the  o 
odium  which  he  had  already  drawn  down  upon  himself, for  besides  the  un¬ 
military  conduct  he  had  already  displayed, he  began  now  to  betray  a  mean 
speculating  disposition.  I  never  saw  the  blankets  but  was  told  by  those 
that  did  see  them  that  they  were, in  extension  miserably  contracted  . 
things.  - 

The  truth  being  (as  I  a n  told)that  when  purchased  by  him, they  were 
just  as  largo  again  as  when  brought  forward  for  sale, having  been  cut  in 
two.  However  I  am  one  of  those  who  do  not  form  their  opinion  of  a  man’s 
actions  and  motives  (fr;  altogether  from  hoar  * 

say  evidence  .  Col  !Jfc  rtind&le’s  behavior  was  I  think  (less)  far  from  be¬ 
ing  praiseworthy, but  he  ought  not  to  be  condemned  unheard  -  popular  fa¬ 
vor  and  popular  resentment  are  never  tempered  with  candour  -  therefore 
all  that  wo  hear  alleged  against  him  we  must  rationaly  conclude  cannot 
be  true. 

If  I  be  correct  it  was  on  the  13th  of  Nov  that  we  decamped  at  Platts 
burg  and  embarked  on  board  of  batteaux  bound  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big 
Chazy  in  the  township  of  Champlain.  The  first  day  -  there  being  a 

strong  head  wind  -  wo  gained  Point  Rush  -  only  3  rail os  by  land  from  the 
Village.  Hero  I  cam©  vory  near  going  without  ray  supper  as  well  as  some 
of  ray  messmates, th©  provision  boats  having  separated  from  U3,but  through 
the  generosity  of  Lieut  Lacy  wore  presented  from  it.  Besides  Capt  Cross* 
company  one  boat  load  of  Capt  Straits*  company  landed  there  (perhaps  I 
may  mistake  the  company  to  which  they  belonged)  and  having  on  board  -  !/D- 
a  barrel  of  pork  destined  for  the  whole  Reg  -  some  of  the  clevor  fellows 
undertook  to  be  their  own  commissar ios  -or  rather  stole  some  part  of  the 
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provision  which  it  rendered  it  necessary  to  set  a  guard  over  the  beasts, 
the  command  of  which/j^  was  assigned  to  a  go  joani  implicated  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  -  having  ’Pork*  for  tho  countersign  -  slept  in  a  poor  aan'o  cottage 
before  a  large  fire  on  the  floor  in  company  with  Messrs  John  Crawford, 

Via  Fengra,  !?.  H.  Locke  and  Hezekiah  Bullard.  A  little  piece  of  ill-luck, 
which  serves  to  exhibit  the  stamp  of  my  character  as  a  soldier  -  end  in 
fact  it  ia  no  flattering  omen  as  to  my  being  a  men  of  business, occurred 
at  this  house,  I  had  the  precaution  to  lay  my  fife  on  a  shelf  just  be¬ 
fore  retiring  to  rest  -  fearing  the  tube  might  get  injured  by  lying  with 
in  my  pocket.  On  going  away  in  tho  morning  tho  fife  was  not  thought  of 
till  I  had  got  off  a  mile  or  2  from  the  house  -£/  - 

In  ouch  a  manner  was  an  instrument  of  mine  abandoned  which  had  coot 

me  fl*50  -  had  had  that  cam  and  another  fife  worth  50*0  at  least  placed 

in  my  hands  at  Burlington,but  foolishly  refused  selling  it  -  thinking  I 

should  join  the  music  again  in  which  case  I  should  want  it  more  than  its 
worth  in  money.  Kow  see  how  nicely  I  'got  come  up  with*  for  it. 

It  was  a  dry, cold  freezing  rm'g  and  the  following  was  sour  &  cloudy 
inclining  to  bo  squally  and  stormy  towards  night .  The  wind  blowing  heavy 
from  the  N.W.  uito  early  we  pushed  off  from  the  shore  where  (wa)  we  had 
been  so  hospitably  lodged  during  the  night  and  after  rowing  about  3  miles 
we  hauled  up  on  the  W.  side  of  Vineyard  Island, a  short  distance  from  its 
S.W. point  -  made  fast  our  boats  (our)  and  went  into  a  private  house  to 
warm  and  take  some  refreshment.  Here  we  found  another  party  of  Militia 
belong  -  LZ  - 

another  Reg.  -  who  had  just  taken  breakfast  there  -  about  half  of  our  com 
panv  sat  down  to  the  tabic  and  myself  among  tho  rest  without  a  cent  of 
money  and  without  knowing  of  whom  I  could  borrow.  A  more  delicious  meal 
I  never  ate  although  it  was  the  2nd  table.  Besides  what  is  common  to  ev^ 
ery  table  they  had  pumpkin  pies  with  on  upper  as  well  as  a  lower  crust  - 
which  to  me  vm3  a  singularity,  and  instead  of  foreign  tea  they  had  that 
which  was  very  good  produced  from  the  decoction  of  the  sage  plant.  hen 
I  paid  my  bill  I  was  indebted  to  the  generosity  of  that  musical  genius, 
that  persevering  and  honorable  soldier  Barnet  Dixon  who  lent  me  ten  cents 
which  was  the  full  price  per  man  -  some  paid  loos  because  tho  people  were 
so  drained  of  cookod  previsions  that  they  could  not  provide  so  as  to 
serve  up  whole  meals.  At  Plattsburg  Capt  Cross,  Ensign  Uoble  and  2  or  3 
pri  m  (,$  m 

others  started  off  by  land  for  the  place  of  our  destination  and  at  Point 
Rush  Lieu't  Lacy  and  John  .'right  loft  the  boats  and  proceeded  by  land  - 
leaving  the  men  and  boats  under  the  control  Serjeant  Chaffee  who  ordered 
those  who  htd  taken  refreshment  to  re inbark;  the  boat's  crow  remaining 
behind  to  prepare  their  breakfast  from  provision  which  they  had  with  them 
We  3 aw  no  more  of  that  party  till  Sunday  evening  -  having  been  weath 
er  bound  -  Our  boat, of  which  Serg't  was  at eersman, arrived  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Great  Chauzy  near  sunset  -  having  encountered  a  strong  head-wind  and 
rough  lake  through  the  whole  voyage, which  had  considerably  increased  durh 
ing  this  P.M.  The  business  of  rowing  was  new  and  far  from  being  agreea¬ 
ble  to  a  plowman  like  me  -  add  to  this  the  threatening  aspect  of  an  angry 
set  of  clouds  from  which  a  few  flakes  of  snow  descended, and  the  black  and 

-  67  - 

and  foaming  surface  of  tho  Lake, on  which  our  tottering  boat  slowly  advan¬ 
ced,  and  it  will  not  appear  strange  that  a  person  like  me, unskilled  in  nav¬ 
igation  of  any  kind  and  inexperienced  in  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  attend  a  sailor, or  soldier's  life, should  entertain  now  and  then  a 
gloomy  thought.  We  landed  on  the  north  side  of  tho  river  and  pitched  our 
tents  (of)  a  few  rods  from  tho  ater's  edge  on  a  dry  side  in  the  roar  of 
which  was  a  marsh  cohered  with  wood  which  grew  quite  down  to  the  bank  of 
the  river  both  on  the  right  and  left  of  our  encampment  -  so  that  as  it 
respected  wood  £  water  yjo  were  well  supplied.  The  opposite  bank, except 
a  small  clearing, is  covered  mostly  with  a  thick  growth  of  hemlock  for  a 


mile  in  length.  Here  we  lay  till  the  -  our  chief  (chief)  employ 

ment  being  to  boat  provisions  from  vessels  in  the  ~  LS  - 

the  lake  up  to  Champlain  -  distant  5  miles.  '  uring  this  interval  some 
email  occurrences  happened  v/hich  I  shall  relate  -  many  of  the  mosses 
built  chimneys  to  their  tents  -  I  eisoisted  in  erecting  one  to  that  to 
v/hich  I  belonged  -  the  mason  \v  s  an  ensign  who  belonged  to  another  com 
pany  -  but  would  take  no  pay  for  his  labour.  By  the  means  of  the  fire¬ 
place  in  our  tent  it  v/as  rendered  vastly  more  comfort able, however,  i 
found  myself  obliged  to  quit  it  because  on  account  of  the  disgust  I  had 
imbibed  against  Mr  Bay  whose  manners  and  behavior  were  so  rough  as  not 
to  be  any  longer  tolerable  with  no  -  therefore  I  left  my  original  mess¬ 
mates  with  whom  I  had  always  been  on  firendly  terms  and  went  into  the 
sergeants  tent  to  which  my  friend  Locke  had  previously  resorted  on  the 
same  account.  I  had  the  privilege  cf  remaining  -  ££  - 

in  this  mess  till  the  arrival  of  cerg't  Breakenrifge  who  v/as  left  at 
the  house  of  friend  six  miles  from  Plattaburg  sick  of  a  fever, but  re¬ 
covering  the  last  news  we  had  of  him. 

The  names  of  my  new  companions  wore  -  Serg't  Daniel  belch,  3erg*t 
John  Gilbert  &  James  Angel,  of  whom  the  latter  was  cook  and  possessed 
of  a  most  amiable  disposition  full  of  the  ardent  feelings  of  a  soldier. 

In  my  now  situation  I  found  much  greater  oat is friction  than  in  my  former 
one  -  except  in  the  article  of  fire  which  I  sought  in  log  and  brush 
heaps  abro'd. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  or  17th  of  Iiov’r  when  the  quota  for  Capt 
Cross  company  for  guard  was  called  for  -  Hr  Bay  happening  to  be  included 
in  he  number  -  peremptorily  refused  v/ith  an  oath  -  going  on  guard. 
Complaint  was  immediately  made  to  the  capt.  who  put  the  agfair  -  £>7  - 
into  the  hands  of  Lieut  le.cjr  who  ordered  the  gentleman  under  guard, but 
finding  this  to  bo  neither  an  inconvenience  nor  a  mortification  to  the 
wretch, he  ordered  him  to  be  3ented  in  the  open  air  on  a  stump  near  the 
bank  of  tho  riv  r  (5  or  G  rods  from  the  fire  around  which  the  camp  guard 
stood);  from  which  he  could  not  movo  more  than  one  pace  without  permis¬ 
sion  from  the  officer  of  the  guard  -  and  in  order  to  not  increase  the 
duty  of  tho  canp-guard  tho  Lieut  re  uested  volunteers  to  form  a  separate 
guard  over  the  prisoner, who  immediately  presented  themselves  and  gladly 
seixed  this  opportunity  to  humble  the  audacity  of  the  refractory  priso¬ 
ner.  During  the  whole  of  that  freezing  night  he  kept  his  station  at  tho 
stump  vrithout  visiting  the  fire  more  than  three  or  four  times.  Me  was 
wrapt  in  his  blanket, and  to  kcop  himself  warm  walked  or  run  r  und  hiss 
stump  an  hour  or  two  at  a  time,  -  t*T  - 

The  fellow  would  sometimes  scold  with  all  the  strength  of  his  lungs  - 
with  equal  vehemence  he  would  yell  cut  the  most  horrid  oaths  against 
Iieut  and  others, and  again  sing  a  verse  or  two  of  some  bawdry  song  in  a 
very  loud  strain.  He  was  not  allowed  to  give  full  scope  to  his  indig¬ 
nant  and  (boul)  boiling  rage. 

Being  myself  on  camp-guard  I  had  a  good  opportunity  to  oberve  Mr  Day 
through  the  whole  of  this  odd  and  humiliating  scene.  The  effect  v/hich 
it  had  on  Day's  conduct  was  beneficial,  because  he  become  much  more  pli- 
any  and  obedient  afterwards , but  it  unfortunately  only  lasted  a  few  days. 
It  was  so  natural  to  him  to  act  out  his  satanlcal  disposition  th  at  he 
could  not  govern  himself , but  must  permit  it  to  boil  out  on  11  occasions. 

It  is  worth  remarking  that  while  encamped  at  this  station  the  v/ind 
was  remarkably  variable  which  caused  us  to  change  position  very  fro  uent- 

.  oj  - 

ly  while  standing  by  (over)  cur  fires, and  aftor  all  be  nearly  stifled 
with  smoke.  To  face  the  sparks  and  smoke  I  wao  allov;ed  to  be  as  good  a 
soldier  as  anyone  on  tho  ground, for  I  am  one  of  those  curs  who  delight 
in  warming  their  noses. 

How  at  the  time  we  left  Platt shurg  Col  Mart indale  after  seeing  his 
ner  safely  embarked, abandoned  his  Reg.  and  went  to  Burlington  on  pri¬ 
vate  business, leaving  it  to  the  care  of  that  faithful  and  much  esteemed 
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officer  -  Haj'r  Elihu  Cross  of  Shaft sburv  whoso  attention  end  exertions 
unremitted  -  Our  2>>d  Major  -  Williams  of  Rutland  likewise  absented  him¬ 
self  about  that  time  &  was  seen  no  more.  Stephen  Hart  indale,  son  of  tho 
Col,  was  with  us, but  had  been  hone  -  v/ao  Serjeant  ?’ajor  or  Quarter  /  as¬ 
ter  Sergeant  -  and  strictly  performed  his  task  ~  and  was  gen  rally  re¬ 
spect  od,  but  his  father  had  heavy  curses  laid  on  him  by  many  of  his  men, 
who  hoped  -  'f  o  - 

never  to  see  him  in  the  command  again. 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  our  camp  at  tho  Chazey  v/as  broken  up, tho 
men  end  feaggage  transported  up  to  the  Village  of  Chcmplain  which  was  now 
full  of  regulars  and  Militia  with  every  appearance  of  being  bound  to  a 
more  northerly  clime, 

C'en.  Dearborn  had  arrived  with  (as  I  afterwards  learned)  2R00  men. 
hot  a  very  flattering  picture  was  this  to  an  eye  so  unmilitr ry  as  mine. 

tfe  landed  cur  effects  a  >d  scrambled  up  and  down  ovbr  uneven  ground 
which  had  a  clayey  soil  that  had  been  frozen  during  the  night, .end  slight 
1  y  thav/ed  by  the  morning  sun,  carried  them  on  our  backs  nearly  half  a  mi 
mile  to  a  piece  of  woods  bagk  of  tho  Village  whero  wo  pitched  once  more 
our  warm  and  delightful  tents  -  Our  nev/  position  which  v/as  chosen  by  Maj 
♦i"  Cross  -  was  a  good  one  -  7  /  - 

tho  v/ood  affording  us  both  a  shelter  against  pierci  g  winds  -  and  a  plen 
tiful  supply  of  such. 
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!?y  being  called  from  home  on  the  loth  inert  occasions  a  blank  in 
thi3  Volume  of  about  three  months  which  I  shall  never  take  the  pains 
to  fill  up  nor  have  I  any  desire  to  see  it  done ,f or  previous  to  that 
period  nothing  in  these  pages  had  occurred  but  that  I  had  as  liof  ex¬ 
hibit  to  tho  oye  of  some  reader  who  might  accidentally  take  then  into 
his  hand,  -  (as  to  any  stigma  or  reproach  they  would  cast  upon  no)  as 

not.  So,  therefore,  I  3hall  commence  with 

^  *  *» 

December  6th  Drove  a  waggon  to  Hoosick  t  th  Mrs  R. Stone  and  her 

youngest  daughter  in  it  -  Spent  the  evening  at  Mrs 
Seth  Parsons  -  slept  there  with  a  ycung  man  named  Harr on  -  Saw  Junius 
letters  -  the  author  of  which  was  the  Tho* a  Paine  of  hie  country  - 
’lion  (com)  going  out, in  the  morning  not  a  few  men  of  Capt  Cross* s 
company, of  Pownel,on  their  way  h one, vlg; -Theodore  Blinn,  Tho’s  Tan- 
cheater,  David  Pills  and  another  gentleman, 
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Monday, Dec *r  7th  I  arose  so  early  in  the  morning  that  I  could  not 

well  distinguish  one  object  from  another  and  in 
consequence  thereof  took  a  hat  which  was  not  ray  own  -  and  after  get¬ 
ting  a  few  rods  fron  the  houce  perceived  my  mistake  and  returned  to 
correct  it.  7  ell, who  should  I  find  thorc  but  ray  friend  Hial  Parsond 
who  had  ju3t  arrived  from  a  visit  at  the  habitation  of  his  mistress. 

Hr  Bishop  treated  me  very  handsomely  and  warmly  urged  me  to  pay  him 
and  his  people  a  visit  in  the  course  of  the  winter  with  my  eldest  sic 
ter  and  cousin  buth, which  I  promised  him  should  take  place  if  I  could 
make  it  convenient.  Came  from  the  fells  about  9  in  the  raorning  -  had 
been  very  cold  the  preceding  day  -  and  now  -  the  wind  was  5.  and  the 
top  of  the  ground  being  thawed  rendered  it  much  easier  travelling. 
Dreaded  to  meet  my  friends  in  town  this  day  which  I  knew  must  take 
place  if 
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I  would  perform  the  duty  of  rn  independent  citizen.  However  disagreed* 
able  the  task  might  be, I  drove  into  town  with  a  heavy  heart  end  m  n- 
fully  stept  forward  and  added  to  the  number  one  vote  for  the  Democrat¬ 
ic  ticket  which  notwithstanding  was  lost  in  this  place  b  s  majority 
of  36  of  peace  votes.  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  some  of  ray  late  com¬ 
panions  in  camp  -  Messrs  James  'ngoll,  Cephas  Dunning,  ffm  per  gram, 
Prekiel  Huntley  and  Stephen  Rice  2nd.  Soon  after  giving  in  my  votes 
withdrew  for  horn  -  Hot  very  pleasing  sensations  passed  thro  my  noddle 
at  this  junction.  T’inter  seemed  to  bo  setting  in  about  this  period. 
Some  snow  fell. 

Thursday, December  8th  Continued  to  be  storny  weather.  Visited  the 

house  of  Mr  Montague .  They  shewed  me  a  very  nice 
piece  of  cloth  which  they  had  manufactured  this  year  from  common 
sheep’s  wool  which  I  thought  greatly  exceeded  a  piece  made 
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by  one  their  neighbors  which  they  exhibited  along  with  it  -  notwith¬ 
standing  its  being  wrought  of  part  merino  wool. 

Friday, December  9th  Took  a  sleigh  ride  with  father  and  Mr  Parsons  into 

town  st  ect,but  so  much  did  I  dread  mooting  my  for 
raer  friends  and  acquaintances  that  I  avoided  stepping  into  any  public 
or  private  house  or  store  -  and  after  walking  to  and  fro  a  little 
whilo  bent  ray  course  for  home  -  leaving  the  sleigh  to  them  that  rode 
with  me  -  chosing  rather  to  walk  homo  than  to  wait  their  motion. 
Sleighing  extremely  bad, and  tho  weather  cold. 

Saturday, Dec *r  10th  In  company  with  friend  Locke, that  gallant  end  pat- 
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riotic  soul  *  early  In  the  evening  visited  town  and  of  Mr  Young  procurd 
the  2nd  &  3rd  Vol’s  of  Bigland s 
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View  of  the  ■  orld  for  which  I  had  bargained  in  /uguat. 

Sunday,  Lec’r  11th  Head  Bigland  -  Gallanted  Miss  Sophia  We  tor  ft*  to  Mr 

Houses*  -  and  spent  the  evening  at  Capt  Horton’s 
playing  the  flute.  Mias  Clarissa, when  first  she  caw  me, very  cordially 
shook  rae  by  the  hand, heartily  glad, no  doubt  to  sot  her  eyes  once  more 
on  a  disgraced  and  humbled  Democrat  viho  had  for  a  long  time  been  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  merriment  with  her  and  hor  colleagues.  I  was  politely  treated 
at  Capt  Jf*s  -  said  little  and  placed  tho  more.  Miss  Laura  li.  rode  home 
with  me  in  order  to  live  a  fow  dnjfo  at  Mr  Ira  Harwood’s  whose  lady  was 
then  out  of  health. 

From  Monday  Dec.  12th  to 

309 

Saturday, Dec *r  18th  worked  alternately  at  getting  wood  and  threshing  . 
The  weather  was  mild  and  steady  -  Assumed  more  cheerfulness  -  had  some 
pleasing  chit- chat c  with  Miss  II. 

Friday, Dec *r  17th  Hews  came  in  the  evening  that  Z&charia  Harwood  Jun 

departed  this  life  on  the  3rd  inat  at  rlattcburg  in 
tho  26th  year  of  his  age.  Ho  was  a  substitute  in  Capt  Hopkins’  company 
of  Artillery  -  Col  Martindalo'a  Reg’t.  n  amiable  young  man  of  easy 
and  winning  manners,  lwayo  cheerful  and  gay  without  levity, having  ever 
sir  ported  a  fair  and  spotless  character.-  and  was  an  undeviating  patri¬ 
otic  Republican,  Tho  less  of  such  a  son  or  brother  is  incom 
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par ably  great.  One  man  who  belonged  to  Capt  Cross’s  Militia  company 
died  at  Darlington  -  aged  44.  I.Ir  Joseph  Houghton, from  rownal. 

Sunday, Dec *r  19th  Dent  on  in  the  old  way  of  doing  business. 

Monday, Dec ' r  20th  to  Thursday  Dec’r  24th  nothing  worthy  of  mark  oc¬ 
curred  ©xceptining  a  report  inat  a he  soldiery  at 
Platts burg  ana  Burlington  died  off  very  fast  in  consequence  of  there 
being  copperas  lodged  in  the  casks  from  which  they  drew  their  whiskey- 
people  in  general  supposed, those  that  credited  this  report, that  the 
poor  soldiers  were  designedly  poisoned  by  this  means, however  this  ru¬ 
mour  soon  subsided  and  it  was  found  that  tho  fatal  sickness  which  un¬ 
fortunately  visited  our  camps  originated  from  some  more  latent  c  use. 
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During  the  period  under  consideration  I  really  felt  a  great  dis¬ 
relish  for  manual  operations, occasioned  by  dullness  and  depression  of 
spirits, which  however  wore  in  some  measure  revived  after  spending  a  few 
agreeable  moments  in  conversation  with  Mies  Laurt  M. 

Friday, Dec *r  25th  Mr  Pores  Harwood  came  to  our  house  on  business  - 

invited  me  to  come  to  his  home  and  pay  him  and  his 
people  a  visit  -  adding  that  we  were  all  made  for  society  -  promised  h» 
him  I  would.  Cold  and  but  little  snow. 

Seturday,I)ec*r  26th  father  felt  greatly  apprehensive  about  his  Huy  - 

bought  straw  of  his  neighbor  Montague. 

Sunday,  Peo'r  27th  Cold  and  spent  in  the  usual  manner  -  pass 
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ed  away  the  evening  at  Ur  Parsons*  reading  Bigl&nds’  View.  Mr  #  p  and 
lady  absent  to  attend  the  wedding  of  his  brother  Kiel  who  that  evening 
was  joined  to  Iiias  Patience  Pinion  in  the  Hymeniol  bonds  -  long  and  hap¬ 
py  may  be  their  lives.  Miss  Laura  Norton -vent  home  to  her  fathers. 
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Monday  Dec’r  28th  to  Dec.  31st 

Dade  it  our  principal  business  to  get  up  wood  from 
scattering  elms  in  the  meadow.  Moderate  weather  . 

Snow  thin. 

Friday, January  1st., 1813  1813 

/assisted  about  drawing  rails  from  one  fence  and 
erecting  another  with  the  same.  /  damp  chilly  wind 
blew  from  the  S.  Unpleasant  travelling.  A  Bell  was  celebrated  at 
Hohue's  Assembly  Room  -  was  invited  thither  -  but  attended  not, 
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Saturday,  Jan’y  2nd  Berk  and  almost  impervious  were  the  clouds  of  raelan- 

aneholy  which  hung  over  my  heathenish  soulj^  this 
rainy  unpleasant  day.  ont  to  Mr  Montague’s  to  see  if  he  would  not  come 
to  fathers*  and  settle  accounts.  The  man  was  absent.  Endeavored  to 
cheer  my  drooping  spirits  by  conversing  with  friend  Erastus,but  found 
little  or  no  consolation  that  way  -  came  home  and  tool  up  a  musical  in¬ 
strument  hoping  thereby  to  charm  away  the  hateful  pliant om,  but  this  only 
seemed  to  make  bad  worse  for  it  carried  back  my  thoughts  to  a  time  in 
which  X  had  enjoyed  as  much  felicity  as  this  world  (in  my  opinion)  can 
ever  afford.  hen  ray 
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was  fx*ee  from  such  unhappy  reflections  as  now  crowded  themselves  into 
m  to  it  -  At  last  (later)  by  consulting  Bigland ’s  Historical  View  of 
England, these  horror  were  in  considerable  degree  allayed. 

Monday,  Jan’y  4th  A  groat  red  oak, standing  in  tho  open  pasture  -  HW 

of  the  Castle, was  fellod  by  me  and  friend  Ira. 
/sainted  in  settling  accounts  between  father  and  Mr  Montague, by  which  it 
appeared  that  the  latter  owed  the  former  5  dollars  &  48  -  but  there  was 
a  mistake  which  when  rectified  turned  the  scale  so  as  to  bring  father 
in  debt  about  P2.  News  came  to  town  that  the  war-ticket  was  carried  b $ 
a  small  majority.  Mo  snow  on  the  ground. 

0  » 

Tuesday, Jan’y  5th  Passed  off  in  not  the  most  profitable  manner. 

Visited  my  friend  Human  Norton’s  £ 
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shop  where  I  on joyed  conversation  (very)  sometime.  Visited  parson’s  shop 
likewise.  Father  went  to  town  to  inspect  the  new  fashioned  stove, hav¬ 
ing  an  intention  of  building  one. 

Mr  I'rastue  Montague  and  his  eldest  sister,  Mr  Locke  am  Miss  Sal^r 
Stone  paid  us  a  visit  in  the  evening.  Perused  Bigland  notwithstanding 
company. 

edneoday,  Jan’y  6th  An  elm  which  grew  in  the  MM  part  of  the  young  pjf ch 

orchard  was  felled  this  day  and  drawn  home  -  making 
3  pretty  good  loads  -  aged  years. 

Thursday, Jan’y  7th  I/sde  friend  Lumen  Norton  Esq  an  evening  visit. 

Messrs  Luther  Smith,  J.  Loomis  Jun’r,  E. Smith,  H. 
Mellen  and  Sibley  were  likewise  in  the  shop.  X  was  not  a  little  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  odd  dancing  of  Mr  E. Smith  and  drumming  of  Mr  Horton 
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A  sudeen  change  happened  in  the  weather , f rom  mild  to  very  cold. 

tk.  «%  ||f|  •  w  ,  ^ 

Saturday  Jen ' y  (£tLf)  9th  /bout  this  period  Mrs  Phoebe  Waters  was  danger 

ously  ill  -  Sickness  prevailed  much  in  Pownal  and 
in  many  instances  proved  mortal;  the  nature  of  the  disease  new  to  phy¬ 
sicians.  Dr  Towner  had  died  of  it  when  on  a  visit  to  the  house  of  a 
patient  -  and  the  life  of  Dr  Caleb  Gibbs  was  despaired  of. 
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Sunday,  Jan  10th  Wrote  a  few  pages  and  read  Bigland *s  Views  of  the 

World  with  which  for  sometime  previous  to  this  date 
I  had  been  pretty  closely  engaged* 


Monday,  Jan'y  11th  Mr  Hiram  Harwood,  a  Serg*t  in  the  11th  Reg't  U.S. 

Infantry  paid  us  a  visit  this  P.M.  So  did  his  Rev¬ 
erence  Daniel  Marsh  -  and  I  recollect  well 
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how  he  shook  hands  with  me  and  asked  after  my  health  -  and  what  I  said  v 
while  ho  stood  scraping  his  feet  -  loud  enough  for  him  to  hear  -  had  he 
listened  -  Thus  said  I  to  cousin  Hiram  -  I  have  not  hoard  the  good-word 
since  my  return  from  the  northward  -  supposed  the  priestly  man  had  gone 
into  the  house  -  or  I  should  not  have  said  so. 


Tuesday,  Jam  12th  Was  at  a  neighboring  house  a  little  while  in  the  eve 

ning,but  could  not  bo  contented  without  Bigland' s  in 
ray  hand  -  the  3rd  Vol  of  which  I  had  now  commenced  reading. 

Wednesday, Jan*  13th  Rather  lazily  passed  off  the  time  -  Prop 
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aratione  wore  made  to  reciove  Mr  F. Locke  -  Mason  -  next  day. 

Thursday,  Jan*y  14th  Mr  Locke  came  on  and  performed  a  small  job  in  his 

line  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner. 

When  cousin  Hiram  was  at  our  house  on  Monday  it  was  agreed  on  that 
I  should  wait  on  the  Misses  Ruth  and  Lydia  Harwood  up  to  his  father's 
this  P.M.  -  Communicated  the  affair  to  Mr  H. Locke  -  who  consented  to  ac¬ 
company  us  on  our  visit.  But  what  rendered  it  quite  unpleasant  was  the 
dilatory  manner  in  which  I  wont  about  to  get  ready.  In  fact  there  were 
some  very  strong  objections  in  ray  mind  against  going  -  these  I  folt  very 
forcibly  so  that  I  could  hardly  purouado  myself  that  it  was 
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best  for  mo  to  go.  However  at  last  I  saw  that  there  was  no  get  out  in 
the  case  -  therefore  I  hurried  away  as  fast  as  I  could  -  refused  putting 
off  a  part  of  my  every  day  dress  -  retaining  ray  over-alls  and  coarse 
boots  which  could  not  be  removed  from  me  by  the  moot  earnest  entreaties 
of  all  who  were  present  -  I  persisted  in  wearing  them  -  and  am  still  of 
the  opinion  that  ray  humble  fame  was  not  in  the  least  marred  in  so  doing. 

Our  visit  was  an  agreeable  one, made  principally  at  Mr  /riel  Denio'c 
where  a  number  of  young  persons  of  the  neighborhood  were  assembled  to¬ 
gether  who  were  gay  abd  choorful.  Ho  gee  sleighing  -  good  wagg,dry, 
clear  and  cold. 
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Friday,  Jan'y  15th  S.  wind  &  snow.  Ho  English  grain  remained  in  P. Har¬ 
wood's  barn  to  be  threshed  after  this  day.  i.  hat  is 
written  above  is  meant  for  Saturday,  Jan'y  16th. 


Sunday,  Jan*y  17th  My  old  friend  Sam'l  H.Blackraer  called  on  me  this  day- 

paid  rae  a  friendly  visit  and  borrowed  one  of  the  Vol¬ 
umes  of  Gordon's  America.  I  ever  found  entertainment  end  amusement  in 
this  gentleman's  company, for  tho  sake  of  that  I  walked  with  him  half  a 
mile  on  his  way  home.  He  laid  his  hand  lightly  on  that  wound  which  I 
received  in  my  late  tour  to  the  N.  -  a  wound  which  can  never  be  healed. 
Moderate  weather. 
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Monday,  Jan^y  18th  Assisted  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  betv/een  Bonjadn 

Harwood  and  E.  Waters, which  amounted  to  about  $53 
a  piece  of  nearly  two  years  standing.  Mr  Luman  Norton  and  his  lady 
paid  an  evening  visit  to  Capt  I. Harwood  abd  lady.  Mr  John  Crawford  - 
2  sheets  in  the  wind  -  called  -  took  cider  and  supper  -  crazy  nearly, 
and  very  sociable  on  the  subject  of  the  late  campaign. 
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Tuesday,  Jon  19th  Ho  more  threshing  of  any  kind  remained  in  P. Harwood 

born  to  be  done.  A  violent  3.  wind  blew  up. 

Wednesday,  Jan*y  20th  A  very  indolent  day  with  me  -  and  for  that  reason 

perhaps  I  ought  to  omit  setting  it  down, 

Thursday, Evening,  Jan’y  21st  Mr  Locke,  Miss  Stone,  and  Miss  Harwood  - 

Mr  Harwood  &  Miss  Montague  made  a  very  agreeable  vi 
visit  at  the  house  of  Capt  Horton.  Ur  E.  Smith  in  a  eery  friendly 
and  familiar  manner  discours 
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ed  aside  with  me  on  celibacy  and  matrimony  -  Plaid  on  the  flute  much. 


Saturday,  Jan* y  23rd  The  first  regular  entry  into  the  wood  lot  was  this 

day  made  -  Plenty  of  of  the  last  years  Bupply  of 
wood  remained  on  hand  at  the  door  of  the  great  castle.  Variable  Y'eat’r 

Sunday,  Jan’y  24th  As  usual  spent  in  v/riting  -  thawy  and  exceedingly 

slippery,  Mr  Locke  and  the  Misses  Rebecca  Cutler 
&  Sally  Stone  were  at  Capt  L,  Harwood’s. 


Monday,  Jan’y  25th  Rainy  -  Did  not  perform  anything  extraordinary  - 

Worked  for  Erastus  Montague  -  assisted  him  in 
threshing  wheat  -  Had  very  agreeable  and  cheerful  conversation  with  him 
The  surface  of  everything  exposed  to  rain  was  covered  with  ice  which  oc¬ 
casioned  very  slippery  walking, 
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Tuesday,  Jan’y  26th  A  considerable  quantity  of  enow  fell  about  this  time 

which  made  the  first  permanent  sleighing  we  had  this 
season.  That  evening  a  sloigh-ride  was  projected  end  executed  by  me 
and  Mr  Locke  -  the  Misses  L  &  R  Harwood  -  S, Stone  -  S.Y/aters  and  T. Mon¬ 
tague  rode  with  us  to  Mr  J.  House* s  -  Misses  Lydia  House,  Ruth  and  Per¬ 
sia  Smith  can  bear  (testio)  testimony  of  our  visit  there  that  evening. 

Mr  E.T.Locke  and  lady  were  likewise  there, as  v;ell  as  Messrs  J. Gates, 

E.  Smith  and  H.  Mellon  -  Hot  a  little  dancing  and  piping  prevailed  dur¬ 
ing  the  principal  part  of  the  evening.  The  cold  was  moot  distressing  re 
turning  home  -  which  was  late  as  between  11  &  12.  That  strange  sick¬ 
ness  alluded  to  Jan  9th  seemed  now  almost  universally  prevalent  and  be¬ 
gan  to  make  its  appearance  in  this  Town  not  far  from  this  date. 
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Wednesday, Jan* y  27th  Walked  with  Mr  E.T.Locke  to  Dr  Swift’s  in  the  eve¬ 
ning.  Road  books  on  various  subjects  at  the  Shop  of 
Th  C. Parson’s  Esq’r,  A  very  cold  night  preceded  this  day. 

Thursday, Jan* y  28th  A  settlement  of  accounts  took  place  between  father 

and  Mr  E.Doty  to  their  mutual  satisfaction  at  last. 
Rode  about  town  with  Mr  D.  in  the  P.M.  on  his  return  to  my  father’s, Mr 
Weeks’  one  of  his  old  friends  overtook  him  and  invited  him  to  take  a 
gla33  of  grog  with  him  at  McE owen’s  -  Hot  feeling  in  the  most  gay  and 
libely  spirits,!  begged  to  be  excused  attending  their  meeting, which  was 
reluctantly  granted  by  him  -  Ho  bought  rye  at  8/8  pr  bushel. 


Friday,  Jany  28th 
from  H,W._ 


Mr  Doty  went  home  and  Mr  Jonas  Harwood  arrived  from 
Hopkinton  (N.Y. )  very  lame.  Tedious  driving  winds 

325 


Saturday, Jon* y  30th  So  cold  that  we  ventured  out  only  to  got  one  load  of 

v/ood  for  the  school.  Wrote  in  part  a  letter  to  Mr 
John  Horton  Jun  -  Charleston,  South  Carolina  -  a  considerable  part  of 
which  related  to  what  the  Misses  L. Horton  and  S. Waters  wished  to  communi- 


cate  to  him  -  I  dictated  the  thing  in  as  friendly  a  atyle  as  I  was  master 
of  •  giving  him  all  such  information  as  I  supposed  ho  would  enquire  for  - 
thought  it  would  not  do  to  le$  my  northern  expedition  go  untouched  , judg¬ 
ing  that  he  would  certainly  be  possessed  of  information  in  full  on  that 
subject.  Rode  home  a  beast  of  Major  Hawks1  which  he  kindly  permitted 
Mr  Jonas  Harwood  to  ride  from  his  houee  homo  on  the  evening  of  the  29th. 
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Sunday,  Jan’y  31st 
Esq’r 


Finished  writing  my  letter  to  Mr  J.Horton  Jun*r 
In  the  evening  visited  the  habitation  of  S. Montague 


Monday,  Feb*  1st  Assisted  a  gentleman  about  getting  his  sleigh  re-load- 

ed  -  having  spilt  a  load  of  Stafford  (Bonn)  stone  over 
the  bank  below  the  road,withina  rod  of  the  Blue  Hill,  N.  of  it  vao  con¬ 
veying  his  load  to  Tinmouth  furnace  of  which  he  was  a  proprietor  -  Said  it 
was  pretty  sickly  below  and  in  the  place  to  which  he  belonged  it  was  so  - 
had  four  of  hie  workmen  taken  from  him  by  the  King  of  Terrors  in  ono  house 


Tuesday,  Fefa’y  2bd  Clear  and  cold  -  was  drawing  wood  with  friend  Ira. 

Mr  John  Murphy  made  As  a  visit.  French  Bulletins 
from  M.  23  to  25  were  received  by  our  papers,  Mr  Readheffers  Perpetual 
Motion  blown  up  not  long  previous  to  this  time 
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Friday  pve’g  Feb. 6th  Was  at  the  house  of  Capt  John  Horton.  Mr  Lorenso 

Fassett  abd  o;,self  alternately  played  on  the  flute  - 
Mr  F.  in  a  very  lively  and  agreeable  manner,  A  young  nephew  of  Gapt.H. 
and  fcio  sister  from  Goshen  (Conn)  wore  on  a  visit.  The  young  lady’s  fig¬ 
ure  and  countenance  accorded  well  with  my  notions  of  good  looks.  On  cry 
return  home  found  my  Mother  dangerously  ill  of  a  most  violent  cough  which 
caused  us  to  be  considerably  alarmed. 

Saturday  Horning,  Feb  7th  Mother  had  passed  through  a  most  dreadful 

night  -  could  get  nothing  that  would  clear  the 
phle^i  from  her  lungs  which  greatly  distressed  her  in  breathing  or  cough¬ 
ing.  Went  immediately  to  Dr  Swift’s  who  without  delay  earao  to  her  relief 
els©  no  doubt  she  would 
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shortly  have  been  numbered  with  the  dead. 


Saturday, Feb’ y  7th  Capt  Ira  wont  with  a  load  of  guns  to  ?toodotock,V.T. 

Had  been  drawing  wood  all  this  week. 

Fine  weather  and  good  sleighing. 

Sunday, Feb’y  8th  Wrote  a  few  pages  in  Jour’l  and  read  the  Shaker  Bible 

a  few.  Great  thaw  &  rainy  evening. 

Monday,  p. H. Feb’y  9th  Mr  Reman  Ilarwood,  Mr  Peres  and  his  lady, paid  us  a 

visit  -  Said  their  brother  Silas,  John  his  son, and  Ser¬ 
geant  Hiram  Harwood  wore  sick  of  the  strange  fever, but  were  thought  to  be 
getting  better.  Paid  a  visit  to  neighbor  Parsons*  \ 

Tuosday, Feb’y  10xh  In  the  morning  over-set  a  load  of  wood, which  piece  of 

misfortune  with  others  of  the  kind  was  typical  of  my 
fate  for  some  years  forward  -  said  I  to  Mr  Judd  who  worked  with  me. 

Rode  v  edneaday,Feb*  11th  in  a  cutter  with  ?&*  Jonas  Harwood  to  Williamstown 

-  that  he  might  get  Dr  Porter  to  set  his  hip  which  was 
dislocated  on  the  9th  of  Hov’r  1012  in  falling  from  a  bridge  20  feet  high 
across  the  E-.branchnof  St  Rogis  river  in  Hopkinton,  H.Y.  Called  at  the 
Doctor’s  -  not  at  home  -  found  him  at  a  neighboring  Inn  -  dealing  out  med¬ 
icines  -  greatly  hurried  in  hie  calling  -  many  people  sick  oi  "ohe  prevail 


ing  epidemic  -  Promised  tc  attend  Hr  Harwood  in  a  day  or  2  -  Drove  on  to 
Messrs  Smedley’s  -  was  courteously  received  -  found  them  not  all  in  health 
Miss  Electa, daughter  of  Mr  Elijah  Smedley  v/orn  down  to  a  skelt’n  by  the 
consumption  -  and  Ur  Adna  -  ho r  brother  -  quite  unwell.  Others  except  Mr 
E’o  lady  in  usual  health* 
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I  carried  a  flute  with  me  but  without  intending  to  use  it  at  that  house 
knowing  their  circumstances  before  going  from  homo, but  it  was  soon  found  by 
young  Henry  and  bro’t  to  me  with  a  request  that  I  would  play, which  I  did, 
to  those  who  were  in  health, for  awhile,  abd  afterwards  being  invited  into 
her  apartment  -  played  a  few  solemn  pieces  to  Miss  Electa  whose  visage  on 
my  first  entering  the  room  gave  me  unpleas  ant  feelings, to  observe  the  rav¬ 
ages  which  disease  had  made  on  her  Hair  figure  -  Proposed  going  home, but 
was  strongly  solicited  to  tarry  by  both  young  end  old, which  I  consented  to 
do  at  last.  -  Busied  in  playing  and  writing  music.  The  young  people  at¬ 
tended  singing  school.  Warm  and  thawy. 
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Thursday,  Feb’y  12th  Young  Harvey  was  extremely  engaged  about  learning  to 

play  -  already  possessed  a  good  fife  -  wished  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  flute  which  I  put  it  in  his  head  to  borrow  of  Mr  Shattuc.  -  one  of 
their  neighbors.  Ho  was  really  obliging  (  )  in  borrowing  books  for 

me  out  of  which  I  copied  a  few  tunes  -  Saw  in  one  of  them  Scale  and  in¬ 
struction  for  tho  Violin.  Fixed  Hcnery  out  with  a  gamut  and  tune  for  the 
flute  and  came  away  about  11  o’clock  M.  -  reached  home  past  3  P.15. 

Passing  Mr  Frederick  Jewett’s  bam  was  hailed  by  Mr  Jewett  and  Mr  Loan 
Dewey  who  were  standing  near  the  road  conversing  together  -  had  passed  the 
usual  compliments  with  Mr  J,bui  had  no  intention  of  stopping, knowing 
that  he  had  a  large  fund  of 
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blackguardism  which  without  favor  or  affection  he  would  pour  upon  me  con* 
earning  a  lato  event  of  my  life  -  But  what  made  the  business  appear  more 
droll  -  seeing  Mr  D.  run  out  towards  me, thinking  as  I  supposed  to  get 
hold  of  roe  -  my  horse  er  cutter  in  order  to  make  me  a  prisoner  so  as  to 
enjoy  the  sport  of  hearing  Kir  J’s  oration.  I  put  up  my  beast  vigorously 
-  laughing  heartily  to  think  what  a  blessing  I  had  escaped  from  the  old 
man.  Dewey, however, over- took  me  in  a  short  distance  -  and  rode  hone  with 
me  -  he  hud  nothing  in  view  but  the  ride  -  m. s  much  pleased  when  I  told 
him  the  cause  of  my  flight  from  Mr  J’s.  Sleighing  growing  bad.  Bare 
ground  on  the  low  lands  in  the  great  road. 
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Friday,  Feb’y  13th  Y/as  drawing  wood  -  Friend  Ira  arrived  from  Woodstock 

to  which  place  he  was  bound  on  the  7th. 


Saturday,Fob’y  14th  High  winds  -  snowing  in  a  measure  &  pretty  cold.  In 

a  sluggish  and  dull  mood. 

Sunday, Fob’y  15th  Very  cold  -  Lid  little  else  but  write. 


From  Monday  the  18th  to  Saturday  Feb'y  21st  -  Dull 
and  melancholy  during  this  period.  -19th-  Mr  B. Har¬ 
wood,  daughter  Lyd’a  and  Ruth  his  neive  arrived  from  Troy.  Br  Brown  &  la¬ 
dy,  relatione  of  Mr  Judd, came  on  a  visit  from  Cambridge,  11. Y.  On  the  16” 
Mr  Greene  from  Petersburg, M.Y.  with  his  niece, Miss  Margaret  Harwood , abd 
Miss  Bally  Y/eXls  paid  us  a  visit  over  the  Sabbath.  The  news  of  inchec- 
ter’s  defeat  was  this  week  received  -  and  likewise  the  capture  bf  the 
Constitution  of  the  Frigate  Java.  Good. 

Sunday  (March)  Fob. 21st  Had  my  hair  cut  which  caused  ray  (hair)  head  to 

ve  cold  at  Church  -  cast  a  hundker chief  over  it 
perhaps  made  an  odd  appearance.  Mis  Wells  and  Miss  I..  Harwood  with  me  ad 


and  Mr  Locke  attended  Church*  In  the  evening  waited  on  Hiss  Stone  to 
Capt  I.  Harwood’s  -  had  a  pleasing  conversation  with  that  lady. 

Monday  ,Feb*y  22nd  Came  very  near  having  one  of  my  legs  broke  in  drawing 

out  wood.  Mr  Sam  Loomis  and  his  lady  made  an  evening 

visit  at  Mr  J.Harwood’e. 

Tuesday, Feb ’y  23rd  A  fine  day, but  nothing  done  in  the  woods.  Father 

sick  abd  I  lame. 

V'edneaday,Feb  24th  The  whole  family  was  out  of  health  -  Only  visited 

the  Post  Office  and  did  the  chores.  Ur  H  R  Locke 
went  in  a  cutter  a  d  brought  Mr  Jonas  Harwood  home. 
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from  Will iamat own*  Dr  Porter  had  set  his  hip.  the  assistance  of 
about  20  men  -  waD  not  able  yet  to  help  himself  but  very  little.  Mr 
rachariah  Harwood, who  had  but  lately  risen  from  a  sick  bod, and  lady 
tarried  at  our  house  this  night.  Mr  Locke,  Hiss  S. Stone,  Mias  Lydia  S 
Harwood,  and  her  brave  brother,  visited  the  house  of  Mr  Seth  Montague* 

Thursday, Feb. 25th  That  portion  of  the  Vermont  Militia  which  marched 

from  Sliaftobury,  Bennington  and  Pownal  to  Burling¬ 
ton  -  Sept  1812  -  this  day  received  their  pay  -  privates  for  2  months 
and  d  ays  received  C19.74  Most  of  Capt  Cross’s  company  v/ero  to¬ 
gether  at  Cushman’s  Hall.  Returning  from  town  called  on  Dr  Swift  to 
come  and  see  mother  -  said  he  intended  going  to  Gur  house  imediately- 
invited  me  to  sup 
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with  him  which  I  did  -  said  he  never  know  30  many  people  sic§  at  one 
time  in  this  town  as  there  v/ere  at  that  time,  ".wind  blew  up  a  thaw. 

Friday, Feb’y  26th  Made  ill  work  of  it  getting  out  flax  with  Ur  Monta¬ 
gue.  Very  cold. 

Saturday, Feb?  27th  Extremely  cold  in  the  morning,  Mr  Ira  Harwood  ar¬ 
rived  from  a  journey  to  Facex,Clinton  county, New  Y. 

-  110  or  15  miles, whence  he  had  carried  a  load  of  household  furniture 
for  Hr  V ,’illiam  Beeman  -  late  of  this  place. 

Sunday, F/Sb’y  20th  P.M.  Mr  J.  House, daughter  Lydia  and  Miss  3. Waters 

came  up  to  seo  mother.  Between  2  aid  3  walked 
down  to  Capt  Norton’s  -  Saw  Flisha  Smith  fiveing  away  with  a  lumber 
slei^i  -  asked  him 
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where  he  was  going, said  to  Pownal, t©  a  mooting  there.  Seeing  him  regu¬ 
larly  dressed  supposed  there  must  bo  something  of  an  odd  nature  e-head, 
which  was  the  reason  why  I  made  so  bad  a  use  of  the  joke  when  I  walked 
i^rfco  the  house;,  as  to  say  to  the  Misses  Norton  -  then  you  are  going  to 
’Pound-well*  to  meeting  -  I  dare  say  no  smell  degree  of  nerriment  arose 
from  it  -  So  much  for  one  of  my  fat  bulls.  Those  good  people  regretted 
my  hot  having  a  flute  with  me.  Had  a  few  moments  conversation  with 
Miss  Laura  as  I  was  coming  away,  Ac  I  was  on  my  way  (home)  homo  - 
called  at  neighbor  Parsons’  -  Had  a  few  jokes  pass  between  (to)  me  and 
Miss  S, Stone  respecting  a  visit  to  York  State.  Wait 
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upon  tjh&t  lady  to  Capt  Harwood’s  in  the  eve’g.  Dr  Porter  tarried  here 
that  night,  |  N 

/  '  r-!  /  .  '  *  ,  ^ 

Monday, March  lain  Dr  Porter  rode  home  in  a  bad  rainstorm.  Jerked  a 

little  at  my  old  employment  -  v/riting  music  -  Put 


down  Bennington  'saembly  &c. 


Tuesday,Mafeh  2nd  Drew  wood  in  company  with  friend  Ira.  Fastened  a 

harrow  on  to  hind  olid  of  the  sled  to  hold  it  back 
in  descending  the  hill  -  the  chain  broke  abd  my  harrow  sa  stayed  behind 
This  was  our  winding  up  of  the  business  of  drawibg  wood  for  tho  present 
season.  A  Mr  Cibbe  on  his  way  from  '  illiamstown  to  Hinesburgh,V.T. 
tarriod  during  the  P.M,  ft  night  with  us.  Flapped  a  little  music  for  him 
Good  sledding  ft  fair  weaib’r 
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Wednesday,  March  3rd., Snowy  that  clay. 

Thursday, March  4th  Loot  one  young  calf.  Dev  Dan*l  Marsh  bought  a  good 

cow  with  a  calf  by  its  side, of  father, for  £27.  L 
might  be  rather  more  correct  -  this  day  Mr  Marsh  camo  to  purchase  and 
had  his  pick  out  of  three  ccwg  -  ono  ?/ith  her  calf  at  |27  -  another 
single  ( 25  -  and  another  at  ( 18  -  but  did  not  say  which  he  would  take 
until  he  sent  his  boys  to  fetch  her  home, which  wafi  within  2  or  3  days, 
and  then  he  took  the  £27  one.  Mr  /rials  Denio  and  lady  paid  us  a  wel¬ 
come  visit  this  evening. 

Friday,  March  5th.,  toray  in  a  measure.  Drew  a  quantity  of  straw  from 

Mr  Montague* a  which  we  had  purchased  of  him  for 
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fodder  -  believing  our  iiay  not  sufficient  to  held  out,  Mr  M. seemed  to 
enjoy  himself  tolerably  well  -  sitting  by  hie  firo-side, drinking  cider 
and  talking  on  politicks.  Friend  Ira  went  with  his  team  onto  tho  G. 
Mountain  for  his  neighbor  Minion  drawing  coals  -  had  a  rough  job  of  it. 

Saturday, March  6th  Indolent  indeed  was  I  this  day, excusing  myself  on 

account  of  the  severity  of  the  weatherjthe  air  be¬ 
ing  clear, no  clouds,  and  very  cold  -  Said  about  an  hour  in  the  morning 
at  Parsons*  -  hoping  it  would  grow  warmer  as  the  sun  grew  higher, but  on 
going  home  could  not  perceive  much  alteration, 
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and  about  11  o’clock  pushed  for  Mr  M  ,ntague*e,at  whose  house  2  tarried 
till  4  o’clock.  2  o’clock  P, II.  assisted  about  foddering  Mr  Browns*  cab 
tie,  poor  creatures  *iot  having  had  any  tiling  to  eat  before  that  day  -  Hr 
B.  being  so  lane  as  to  prevent  him  going  to  their  relief.  hen  I  cone 
home  Mr  LI.  accompanied  me  -  Called  at  Mr  3.  * s  to  know  how  he  did  -  found 
him  confined  to  his  house  -  not  so  but  that  he  could  v/alk.  Mr  F era  Whip 
pie  and  his  lady  from  Oundorland  came  down  to  pay  us  a  visit. 

Felt  some  degree  of  mortification  when  I  saw  the  wood  father  had 
chopped  in  absence.  I  had  performed  very  little  bus’s  the  whole  week. 
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Sunday, March  7th  Made  poor-gress  in  writing  -  turned  my  attention  not 

mostly  to  reading.  Fixed  up  all  so  fine  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  to  take  a  walk  somewhere, having  no  particular  place  in  view  -  wish¬ 
ed  after  being  ready  I  had  contented  myself  at  home, but  being  so  fine 
must  leave  homo  -  spent  the  evening  at  (;.!ar)  Mr  Parsons’ .  Talked  poli¬ 
tico  with  Mr  Mo lien.  Sour  chilly  weather,  very  cold, 

Monday,  March  8th  Light  flakes  of  snow, and  very  chilly.  Pursued  busi¬ 
ness  in  dilatory  manner.  There  was  talk  about  going 
to  tho  north  part  of  tho  town  (lower  vl)  however  the  people  whom  v/o  were 
going  to  visit , being  some  of  them 
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sick  and  I  being  so  imprudent  a s  to  invite  a  neighboring  young  lady  to  g 
go  with  us  to  a  house  which  we  supposed  would  be  illy  prepared  to  re  - 
coive  strangers, the  affair  was  given  up  -»  and  Mr  Locke,  Miss  S. Stone, my- 


self  and  Hiss  Lydia  Harwood  took  a  very  pleasant  sleigh  ride  to  Ur  Tim 
othy  Munson’s  -  Pownal  -  Saw  a  straagor/  there  whoa  wo  took  to  bo  a  Mi 
Minister  of  the  Gospel*  He  was  reading  the  description  of  Hackensack 
R.  and  falls  to  the  old  gentleman  when  I  first  entered  the  room  -  I 
think  he  was  a  tolerable  reader.  LatH’r  cold  -  Got  homo  9  o# clock. 


Monday, March  9th  Rodo  out  with  Mother  who  had  recovered  considerab^- 

from  her  late  illness.  Good  sleighing. 
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Mr  /slier  Front is*  remains  were  this  day  interred  -  formerly  resided  in 
this  neighborhood.  Capt  Ira  and  lady  went  out  for  an  evening  visit- 
-  left  Miss  L.  Harwood  to  take  care  of  the  house  in  their  absence  - 
ent  to  Mr  Parsons*  -  invited  Hiss  Stone  and  Mr  Locke  to  walk  to  the 
cap  tings  -  the  former  declined  -  the  latter  //  complied  -  wont  to  Mr 
Montague's  -  no  better  success  -  did  not  come  away  immediately  -  me.de  a 
short  visit  -  the  house  was  full  -  came  homo  and  found  Miss  L. House, 
Mias  3.  Waters  and  Mr  Hiram  House  making  a  visit  -  They  staid  until 
past  11  at  night 


at 

Wednesday  (April)  March  10th  Talked  religion  ia  Mr  J  Parson’s  with 

wid’o  Campbell 
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Thursday  t  March  11th  Sowed  hayseed  -  a  part  of  the  evening  spent  at  Hr 

Montague’s.  A  Mr  1 very  from  Wilmington  was  there. 


Friday,  March  12th  Too  indolent  for  honor  or  profit  -  rote  a  letter  b 

to  Lieut  Ileman  A.Fay,U.S.  Artillery,  Annupolis,  Lid. 
Making  him  acquainted  with  mothers  health, and  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
family  -  likewise  the  accident  which  had  happened  to  his  old  friend  Jo¬ 
nas  Harwood*  Asked  him  to  transmit  to  mo  hio  music-book  thro'  the  Post 
Office,  (seo  p.  } 

There  had  been  a  thav;  and  this  evening  the  clouds  rode  from  the  N, 

and  brought  on  a  otorca  of  snow.  Rode  to  hr  Swift's  to  have  him  visit 

Miss  Diadana  Harwood, who  had  the  measles  -  Neither 
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ho  nor  his  partner  would  com©  but  sent  down  medicine,promising  to  come 
if  the  patient  got  no  relief  -  Happily  she  became  more  easy  ere  1  re¬ 
turned. 

Saturday, March  13th  There  uac  a  cold  1-1/  .  and  I  v/orked  with  a  poor  stem 

ach.  The  Misses  Sabra  Doty  and  Harriet  He  lien  were 

brought  to  our  house  on  a  visit  this  P.M.  ent  to  town  a  little  before 
sunset  with  Hr  Locke, put  the  letter  to  Fay  into  the  Lost  Office. 

Borrowed  Capt  Hicks*  flute. 

unday, March  14th  A  distressing  S .?/.  storm  of  wind  and  snow  beat 

against  our  dwolling  this  eold  day.  Visited  Mr  I,u  - 
man  Horton  in  the  evening  end  p  racticed  music  with  my  old  friend  Lliaha 
bmith.  Saw  Mr  Buckl’y  Squires  at  Capt  N's.  Mr  L.  Shewed  me  a  very  larg 
*V/'d  cat  skin  which  he  killed  in  I  ow’l 
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Cousin  Ruth  Harwood  had  a  letter  from  her  brother  Clark  of  1  hit eat own, 
making  known  to  her  the  death  of  her  brother  James  who  died  in  hie  coun¬ 
try’  o  service  at  Sackett’s  Harbour,  in  year  of  hie  age. 

Monday, Mar ch  15th  Dressed  flax  and  talked  politics  with  Mr  Montague. 

Mr  Locke,  Mias  Stone,  Miss  Doty,  Mica  Harwood,  Miss 
Montague,  and  the  Misses  Norton,  Mr  Smith  -  fiddle  and  Mr  H. Harwood  were 
assembled  this  evening  at  Mr  H.  I  ellen’s  -  Tolerable  sleighing. 

V  .  Hv 

, 


Tuesday,  March  16  th 
of  his  age. 


The  relies  of  the  venerable  Samuel  Safford  Esq  were 
deposited  in  his  grave  -  this  day  -  in  the  77th  year 


Vednesday,!/arch  17th  Rode  to  riff  is*  Tavern,  Petersburg,  in  a  cutter  wife 

with  Miss  Ruth  Harwood  for  the  purpose  of  deposit!# 


a  letter  there 
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directed  to  her  uncle, Mr  Mansur  Greone,  Livin  about  9  miles  distant  - 
to  inform  him  and  her  sister  Margaret  of  the  decease  of  her  brother 
James.  Ve  had  promised  ourselves  a  pleasant  ride  in  the  morning, but 
were  disappointed  in  its  raining  soon  after  getting  under  way.  q  here 
detained  sometime  at  Griffis*  by  tho  rain, during  which  wo  tarryed  chief 
ly  in  tho  kitchen  with  the  Landlady  and  her  daughters, one  of  whom  was 
a  hanoomo  figure  but  of  a  melancholy  look  os  though  something  oat  heav¬ 
ily  on  her  mind  -  perhaps  aged  17  or  118  -  not  inclined  to  sociability- 
Our  landlady  was  quite  the  reverse  -  Entertained  uc  in  no  small  degree. 
In  tho  Br  Room  there  were  two  nighty  peace 
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Characters  -  finding  fault  with  the  State  &  U.3. /dminist rat ions  in  a 
wonderful  dextrous  manner  -  m  king  a  great  many  fine  prophecies  in  favor 
of  their  own  party.  Mrs  G.  gave  alms  very  cheerfully  to  a  poor  woman 
who  solicited  aid  at  her  hands.  T'rote  down  the  song  Galley  Slave. 

/bout  4  P.U.  started  for  home  and  arrived  there  thence  at  6. 

Good  sleighing  for  the  seas’ n.  Vent  out  through  Fownal  and  cane  home 

by  the  way  of  the  Goat  Tavern  -  4  Comers  and  Maple  Town.  Found  Mr  Hip¬ 
ocrates  Smedlev  -  Kinesburgh  -  a  nice  young  mrn  -  of  agreeable  and  un¬ 
affected  manners  -  A  friend  to  this  Nefarious,  Unnecessary,  Horrible  War 
altliough.  he  has  en 
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only  brother  engaged  in  the  service. 


Tuesday, March  ISth  Extremely  rainy  -  attended  to  papers  and  writing  chief 

ly  -  Vrote  a  letter  to  John  Fay, Burlington,  V.T.  • 
another  letter  to  alter  Shramsay  -  Dorset  -  enclosing  the  tune  "Gilli- 
crankie,:.  Pith  Sr  Locke, who  was  about  separating  himself  from  his  mas¬ 
ter,  to  Mr  Montague’s  -  Saw  Mr  Bl.cs  there  -  Invited  me  to  enter  the  new 
/nay  -  Refused .  Thawy  -  Thundered  in  the  morning  -  Snow  going  off  fast. 
The  prince  Regent ♦ o  Manifesto  was  received  about  this  period. 

Wednesday, March  19th  Mr  John  Locke  took  up  the  Indenture  which  bound 

hi3  eon  Nathan *r  R.  to  Mr  Thom’s  IS  .Parsons  -  ’/as 
e.t  Capt  Norton’s  in  the  evening  playing  the  flute. 


March  18th  6  19th  should  be  Thursday  and  Friday. 
Saturday , March  2Cth  Sour  weath’r 
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Sunday, Ik  rch  21st  ’  rote  Journal  and  pricked  tunes  -  Young  folks  at  Mr 

Montague’s  -  Miss  Stone  in  low  spirits. 


Monday,  March  22nd  Mr  Locke  and  I  chopped  together  -  Mr  Parson’s  when 

I  visited  his  house  this  evening  threw  out  somo  warm 
hints  which  however  as  I  was  innocent,  hit  me  not. 


Tuesday, March  23rd  A  fine  day.  Spring-birds  began  humming  their  Notes. 

Paid  a  visit  to  neighbor  Ilox’ton’s  -  Elisha  Smith  Esq 
plaid  the  Violin,  Judge  James  Bennett  lodged  at  Capt  N’s. 

vR'  . 

edneoday, March  24th  Laboured  in  company  with  Mr  N.K. Locke  chopping 
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wood.  He  was  extremely  anxious  that  two  young  ladies  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  should  come  to  our 
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house  on  a  visit  -  they  came  in  the  evening.  Unpleas *t  and  cold 

Thursday , March  25th  Messrs  David  and  Isaac  Stone  -  sons  of  Mr  Elijah 

Stone, late  of  Hoooick,  H.Y,  now  of  Lower  Cana 

da.  uitted  their  late  r oo id dneo, these  young  men  did, to  avoid  going  in¬ 
to  the  B.  service  to  fight  against  their  countrymen.  Mr  E.T. Locke’s  la¬ 
dy  paid  uo  a  visit. 

Friday, March  26th  Endeavoured  to  find  a  place  at  which  the  youngest  of 

these  gentlemen  (Isaac)  could  live  during  the  season, 
but  failed.  A  Pleas* t  cold  day. 


Saturday, March  27th  More  unsuccessful  trials  were  made  for  places  for  my 

kinsman  to  work  at.  In  my  way  talked  politicks  with 
Mr  Elieha  Smith  who  highly  ridiculed  the  idea 
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of  sending  an  army  into  Canada  -  Pruned  our  Orchards  at  this  time.  D  &  I 

Stone  were  very  kind  in  assisting  about  it  too  -  Trent  to  town  with  them 

and  called  on  J.E. Robinson  to  see  if  he  did  not  wish  to  employ  a  nan  on 

his  farm  -  he  did, but  his  wages  were  hardly  high  enough  -  Borrowed  Col 

Fay’s  Violin.  Mr  Ellis  Doty  arrived  from  Y ilmington.  Dry  walking  for 
the  times. 


Sunday, March  28th  Rained  all  day.  Mr  Doty  tarried  and  told  stories  and 

talked  politics.  Miss  Lydia  Harwood  had  the  measles. 

Monday, March  29th  Mr  D.  started  for  home  -  rode  with  him  to  Mr  Monta¬ 

gues  -  there  he  had  over  some  of  his  drollery. 
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Messrs  David  and  Isaac  departed  for  HcEowen’s  and  Hubbell' s,went  from 
there  shortly  to  Hoosick,  In  the  evening  Mr  Loan  Dewey  tuned  and  play*d 
a  few  tunes  on  the  Violin. 


Tuesday, March  30th  Went  up  early  in  the  morning  and  called  Dr  Swift  to 

visit  Miss  Lydia  H.  who  had  been  some  time  ailing 
without  knowing  tho  cause.  Dr  S.  said  it  was  measles.  Saw  Mr  Elisha 
Smith  who  had  boon  on  the  same  errand  for  the  Misses  Horton  who  were  like 
wise  ill  of  that  disorder.  Fine  weather. 

lednesday, March  31st  Town  Meeting  -  Isaac  Tichonor  Eg*  Moderator;  Aaron 

Rob ins on, Clerk  -  Daniel  McEowen  -  Selectman  -  Middle 
T*n  James  Henry  do  -  N.W.part  of  the  town 
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Aaron  Hubbell;  W-Olivor  Abell;  E.  and  Samuel  Blackmer  for  the  H.part. 

David  Henry  Collector  and  first  constable  -  Erastus  Young  second  constable 
Denio  -  all  that  precede  him  -  Fed.  Solomon  Saf ford, Treasurer,  Isabel 
Strong  First  Lister, St ebbin  Y/alb ridge, 2nd,  Andrew  Food, 3rd,  Dt  vid  V/al  - 
bridge, 4th  and  Johna’n  \7hcat , 5th  -  Past  7  in  the  evening  -  Meeting  adjourn 
cd  to  Saturday, April  third.  *  Soldiers, most  of  them  voted  federal.  Great 
freedom  in  re*pect  of  this  privilege  -  Majority  on  the  federal  side  for 
Council  of  Censors  -  17  -  for  town  officers  between  20  and  30.  Raw  chil¬ 
ly  winds  from  N,  . 

Thursday, April  lot  The  flax  business  wont  well, and  likewise  politico 
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Friday, April  2nd  Reflected  much  on  tho  past, but  to  what  did  it  amount ! 

-  did  it  clotho  folly  in  a  more  comely  garb  -  did  it 
blunt  the  edge  of  keen  remorse  or  any  other  unpleasant  fooling  occasioned 
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in  the  same  way  -  did  it  do  away  anything  that  had  beon  done.  Ho  -  it  pro 
duced  nothing  of  the  kind.  Then,  I  ask,  where  is  the  profit  in  meditations 
of  this  east?  I  must  frankly  own, there  is  none.  Then  why  deal  in  them 
so  much.  \7hy,sir,do  you  not  know  that  whatsoever  we  undertake  and  per#* 
fora  honorably  abd  faithfully,  although  many  serious  difficulties  are  at 
the  same  time  to  be  overcome, do  you  not  know  that  when  the  task 
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is  ended  it  gives  pleasure  to  the  mind  to  review  the  scene.  And  Vive 
Versa  if  badly  executed  is  it  not  ever  a  gnawing  canker  to  the  poor  soul 
that  shall  have  so  conducted. 

Saturday, April  3rd  Subsequent  to  this  day  no  more  flax  of  tho  last  years 

growth  remained  to  be  dressed. 

It  all  amounted  to  lb. 

Adjourned  Town  Meeting  was  holden  -  P.M.  -  did  not  attend  -  understood 
that  there  was  much  warmth  in  their  proceedings.  Charles  bright  made  n 
grand  speech  to  the  meeting;  his  opponents  were  so  disgusted  with  it  that 
before  he  finished  speaking  ,  so  much  scolding  and  jabbering  proceedod 
f?om  their  lips  -  he  was  obliged  to  stop  and  say  no  more.  /  great  fus 
was  made  about  chooing  jurors.  353 

Almost  every  Democrat  that  had  been  nominated  by  the  Authority  of  the 
town  was  thrown  out  and  federalists  put  in, in  lieu  thereof.  In  some  in¬ 
stances  so  far  did  party  tyranny  over-ride  honest  sentiment  that  men  vo¬ 
ted  for  candidates  in  opposition  to  Democrats, less  fit  in  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  opinion  than  then  they  voted  against. 

The  Misses  Clarissa  &  Lau'r  Horton  paid  Miss  L.H;  rwood  and  Mias  a- 
tere  a  P.M. visit. 

Sunday, April  4th  Walked  with  Mr  Jonathan  Rogors  into  the  woods  to  a 

place  there  whero  I  had  lost  a  fife  in  the  winter  and 
found  it  without  its  being  much  injured.  Mrs  Hannah  Harwood  wao  ox  - 
tremely  ill  at  this  periodof  the  prevailing  Fever. 
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Saturday,  April  10th  Had  been  |uite  a  fiddling  week  with  me.  Mr  Smith 

and  Mr  Mellen,  one  evening,  paid  me  a  visit  -  the  for 
mer  brought  up  his  violin.  Returned  the  visit  on  Friday  evening,  Messrs 
Whitney  and  D.  Hubbell  came  also  -  but  were  of  another  party  -  Mr  Smith 
attended  upon  me  very  handsomely  notwithstanding  other  company  -  when  I 
cone  away  -  heard  his  Viol  in  the  N.  room. 

Ye  had  split  and  piled  our  wood  -  got  tho  flax  out  and  so  forth  -  had 
some  old  wood  still  left  -  were  about  ready  for  spring  work  -  Extremely 
warm  about  this  time.  The  letter  on  the  next  page  was  occasioned  by  my 
letter  of  (Apr)  March  12th  p  360 

Received  the  following  letter  this  evening  -  dated 

Annapolis,  March  25th., 181 3 

Dear  Iiiraa. 

In  marching  to  ths  P. Office  yesterday, I  was  presented  with  your  Noble 
Bulletin  No.l,  by  which  I  was  pleased  to  learn  the  general  good  health  of 
all  hands  in  your  neighborhood  (poor  unfortunate  Dr  Jonas  excepted)  « 
tell  the  Bact’r  to  give  immediate  orders  to  have  all  tho  bridges  mended; 
beginning  at  Uncle  Leonard’s  bridge  &  keeping  tho  direct  main  road  to  his 
farm  in  Hopkinton  -  let  him  order  that  there  bo  no  pole  bridges, or  as  they 
are  more  genteely  called  361 

Corduroy  bridges  -  Tell  the  Dr  I  hope  to  hear  soon  of  his  entire  recovery 
and  that  I  here  throw  down  my  pen  on  purpose  to  join  him  in  v/lshing  all 
the  bad  bridges  at  the  devil  -  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  you  had  tho  music 
you  much  desire  -  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  send  it,  but  must  wait  for 
some  private  conveyance  because  I  am  confident  you  have  not  on  idea  of  the 
amount  of  postage  which  you  would  bo  obliged  to  pay  -  it  would  amount  to 
several  doll’s  &  would  i  fact  be  Jjuying  music  by  tho  pound. 
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Henry  Robinson  has  promised  362 

to  call  and  see  me  before  ho  returns  to  Vermont.  -  if  he  does  I  will  send 
the  sd  Music  music  book  by  him,  -  Inform  /unt  Bamia  that  if  tho  Peg  strains 
too  high,  I  cannot  accommodate  anything  better  than  to  give  it  a  counfound 
ed  thump  or  two  &  knock  it  down  to  its  proper  level. 

I  was  doubly  pleased  on  receiving  your  letter  -  1st.,  because  it  re- 
mi  id  ed  me  of  old  times,  such  as  going  to  the  school-house,  sometimes 
finding  an  excellent  fire,  and  at  other  times  none  at  all  -  ordering  a 
better  to  be  made,  giving  one  a  cuff  side  o*  tho  head  turning  up  an  eye 
at  another  &  lead  363 

ing  a  third  by  a  email  lock  of  the  hair,  besides  a  thousand  pleasant  cir 
cumotaneea,  anecdotes  &c  &c,  which  need  not  be  written  as  they  will  read 
ily  occur  to  you  -  &  2nd*ly  I  was  pleased  because  it  was  the  only  letter 
I  have  recoived  from  old  Bennington  these  six  raontha .  .hat  a  noble  and 
faithful  band  of  correspondents  I  have  •  I  have  written  to;  iG.C.  Merrill 
D, Robinson  Jun’r,  Col  Fay  &  others,  and  cannot  obtain  an  answer.  I  ex¬ 
pect  they  have  formed  a  now  club,  called  called  the  Dumb  Club,  and  it 
must  be  confessed  they  are  excellent  members  -  tell  3  64 

them  that  I  say  they  are  a  pack  of  dough- heads,  without  fellow  feeling, 
friendship  or  af foot ion. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  * ar  on  the  Ocean  has  been  successful 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectation  -  his  Royal  Majesty’s  Ships  ,  so 
for,  have  received  a  terrible  drubbing  -  but  his  Majesty* a  ” friends  in 
and  out  of  Congress”  declare  it  is  ov/ing  altogether  to  the  British  guns 
being  “crooked”  and  to  "rotten  masts"  and  that  their  shot  are  all  "powder 
post  ,  having  boen  unmercifully’' eaten  by  worms  w.  -  we  have  been  rather 
unfortunate  on  land,  but  I  look  with  a  degree  of  confidence  to  a  lucky 
turn  in  those  affairs  -  there  is  (Mr  F&y  forgets  gram’r)  365 

Eleven  74 *s  &  15  Frigates  in  our  Bay  -  within  two  hours  sail  of  us  -  we 
are  preparing  to  receive  a  visit  from  them,  as  they  have  said  we  might 
expect  one  in  the  course  of  tho  spring  -  if  they  come,  you  shall  learn 
that  I  am  as  expert  with  a  great  gun  os  with  goose  quill,  altho*  one  is 
a  more  dangerous  weapon  than  tho  other. 

Our  best  respects  to  all  within  tho  circle  of  Uncle  rotor's  good  old 
mansion,  &  believe  mo  to  be.  Very  cordially,  your  old  friend  and  precep¬ 
tor,  H.  A.  Fay 

P.S.  present  my  best  respects  to  Capt  Horton  and  lady,  Luman,  John, 
Clara’a  ,  fcucretia  and  50  others  comp  *  sng  hio  family.  H.  * .Fay. 
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Sunday,  April  11th  Under  a  melancholy  impression  took  Bigland’s  2  nd  Y 

and  marched  into  the  woods  and  there  spent  a  portion 
of  this  clear  and  rather  cold  day  in  pensive  aolitude,  to  which  such 

d . I’a  ought  to  be  banished  without  the  benefit  of  Clergy.  Wrote  a 

letter  to  Mr  Isaac  Hopkins  on  the  7th  or  3th  inst. , congratulating  him  in 
an  ironical  style  on  the  result  of  our  late  Town  meeting  -  as  to  politics 
it  partook  of  that  kind  of  composition  from  beginning  to  end  and  as  to  pu 
rity  or  its  intelligibloss ,  I  should  pronouee  it  a  moot  miserable  thing, 
/lmost  the  only  parts  where  the  language  and  sentiments  agree  is  in  saying 
that  I  regretted  my  own  humility  367 

and  Tim.  Pickering’s  elevation  to  a  seat  in  Congress,  which  perhaps  it 
would  have  boen  as  well  for  me  to  have  left  cut. 

Monday, April  12th  Lieut  Smead  with  between  50  &  60  recruits  for  the  11 

R.  U.S.  Inf  marched  for  headquarters  -  Bennington 
Burlington. 

Tuesday,  April  13th  Fiddled  and  wrote  music,  because  it  was  rainy  -  liked 

that  in  preference  to  any  other  amusement. 
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Wednesday,  ,'pril  14th  Pleas* t  again  -  made  an  evening  visit  at  Mr  Parsons 

with  the  Viol, 

Thursday,  April  15th  Messrs  A.Denio,  Serg*t  -  Hiram  and  Nathan  Harwood 

paid  us  a  visit  this  P.H.  Black  s  ually  weather  . 
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Friday, April  16th  Plowing  was  attended  to  -  Freezing  uncomfortable  weath 

er  -  Read  Judge  Woodworth* o  report  concerning  the  Indi 
an  cruelties  at  the  River  Baisin  founded  on  the  solemn  tesiiinony  of  sever¬ 
al  persons  residing  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  those  Hellish  deeds  of 
Savage  Brutality  were  perpetrated, 

Saturday, April  17th  Gapt  G,  Waters  moved  into  the  neighborhood. 

Continued  cold, 

5unday,April  18th  Early  in  the  morning  went  after  Dr  Swift  for  my  mother 

On  ray  return  called  at  Ur  Montagues  mid  talked  with  Mr 
M.  on  politics  -  T  ished  to  introduce  me  to  his  new  369 

heiress  but  1  declined  accepting  the  invitation  -  11  A, II,  miked  out  with 
newspapers  in  hand,  cross  lots  to  the  J  -  strolled  as  far  as  Hr  Loomis* 

-  intended  going  in  to  visit  Mr  L,  Loomis,  but  meeting  Hr  Elisha  Smith  in 
the  door  yard,  I  concluded  on  steering  another  course  -  being  invited  by 
him  to  walk  to  Hr  House’s,  In  stopping  down  across  Mr  Jewett’s  woods  ahd 
all  the  wa:,  along  to  Hr  H*o,  we  were  busily  engaged  in  conversation  on 
the  situations  of  children  as  they  come  onto  the  stage  of  active  life  - 
some  inheriting  large  estates  while  others  are  forced,  friendless  upon 
the  370 

world  to  seek  their  fortunes,  they  know  not  where  or  how  -  This  train  of 
reflections  occasioned  his  relating  to  me  a  few  particulars  respecting  the 
visit  which  he  and  &is  friend,  John  Horton  Jun’r  (being  now  in  Ch  rlestawn 
S.C.)  paid  to  Boston  and  its  vicinity  in  1809  -  the  most  remarkable  of 
which  was  his  being  taken  ill  of  the  typhus  fever  within  a  month  after  hav¬ 
ing  entered  into  a  gentleman’s  service  during  the  season  -  This  sickness 
brought  home  almost  to  the  grave  -  his  friend  J,  paid  the  moat  scrupulous 
attention  to  him,  till  he  recovered  which  was  till  the  end  of  about  60 
days, at  which  time  he  had  spent  all  his  money  -  upwards  of  50  oil’s  and 
was  obliged  to  borrow  a  few  371 

shillings  to  boar  his  expences  to  Boston  -  being  then  in  altham,  but  what 
I  am  going  to  remark  is  tho  generosity  of  the  people  at  whose  house  he  went 
through  the  course  of  his  illness  -  be  in;  as  was  Hr  li.  an  entire  stranger, 
but  nevertheless  paying  the  closest  attention  possible  to  him,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  Mr  Horton  whose  fortune  it  was  to  be  taken  with  the  same  disorder 
at  Boston,  but  fled  from  thence  to  take  shelter  under  this  benevolent  roof 
where  he  received  all  those  acts  of  kindness  which  he  might  have  expected 
ar  a  father’s  house.  The  name  of  the  gentleman  of  this  hospitable  mansion 
was  Haw*©  who  with  his  dear  and  amiable  partner  I  should  class  among  the 
worthiest  of  the  human  family.  372 

Mr  5.  and  his  fria  d  continued  to  receive  proofs  of  their  noble  gen¬ 
erosity  to  tho  moment  of  their  departure  -  with  a  roquest  that  they  would 
from  time  to  time  correspond  with  them,  but  which  they  shamefully  neglected 
after  reaching  home  (Mr  II.  and  his  lady  had  no  childrehO)  Many  parts  of 
their  tewn~whieh~n?-*T  tour  which  Mr  S.  detailed  to  loo  are  interesting, 
and  would  be  a  graceful  addition  to  my  records  -  had  I  room  to  insert  them. 
At  Hr  H’a  was  intpedueed  intruded  upon  by  a  talkative  and  tolerably 
intelligent  squaw.  V/as  invited  into  an  upper  room  where  a  short  time  was 
paoeedwith  the  Misses  I.  House,  E  and  L,  Jewett  in  desultory  conversation. 
Returned  home  about  4  P.H.  -  accompanied  as  far  as  Capt  Horton’s  by  Hr  A 
Gd  House. 
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